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unexpected delight which would go through 
their lax nerves with a few strokes of 
vigorous work, for that novel and delicious 
tingle of pleasure which they had been 
awaiting and invoking so long. How. 

dense the folly of toying to satisfy théso| 
morbid seekers for amusement by, giving 
them what they crave ! 

The whole Christian philosophy of amuse- 
ment lies in a nut-shell. ~ Christ has pro= 
vided ne amusement, but he has provided 
plenty of work. He has also provided the 
communication of a spirit which will leaven 
the heavinessgf work with the lightness of 
play. It wi? in the fellowship of this 
spirit that Paul, amid the conscious disso- 
lution of the outward man, found the 
inward man immortally renewed. But, it 
may be asked, is it necessary that the 
bodily strength should be exhaled away, as 
Paul's was, to feed the fiery joy of the 
spirit in self-sacrifice ? Does it comport 
with the wisdom of Christ's care -for his 
faithful ones that he should not allow of 
“some medicinal relaxation to let the wearied 
nerves recovor their tone? Is perfect con- 
secration enly to be paid for by the price 
of the bodily health : 

“It is hardly necessary to say that danc- 
ing in itself, is perfectly innocent. No one 
denies this. It is as harmless to dance as 
it is to walk, or to run, But the present 
question is not of dancing in the abstract. 
Dancing does not exist in the abstract. It 
exists, like most things, in a certain way. 
It is of dancing as thus practiced, in « 
certain way that we are going to speak.” * 

The writer takes up the dance and treats 
“it under the following heads :— 

1. We will consider the bearing of the 
dance upon the Health 

2. Its relation to Economy ; 
3. Its Social Tendency; ey 
4. Its influence "upon Intellectual Im- 

provement ; 

5 Its Mdral or Religious Aspects. 

Under the third head he says :— 
The dance is customarily spoken of as a 

social amusement. If society consists in 
mere congregation of human persons, then 
the dance may perhaps substantiate its 
clainr-to bea social amusement. But if, 

. on the contrary, the social life of mankind 
consists rather in the contact of soul with 
soul, and in commerce of mutual thought, 
and feeling, and experience, then we main- 
tain that the dance is not only not properly 
social, but is irreconcilably opposed to so- 
ciety. We think that the distinction should 
be remembered and recognized in our selec- 
tion of words. It is an abuse of language 
to calla herding together of peopled moving 
about, no matter with how —— rhythmie 
and Kaléidoscopic grace, to music, an-ex- 
emplification of human social life. If we 
needs must have a stock epithet to-charac- 
terize the thing, better call the dance a 
gregarious amusement, and leave the nobler 
adjective for consecration-to a form of 
human intercourse in which speech plays 
some part to distinguish it from the massing 
together” of a jestling crowd of mute or 
merely gibbering animals.” 7 

““ No wonder the dance is patrdnized, as 
it is, by diplomatists and politicians. Not 
all have Talleyrand’s art to’ realize his 
definition of the use of language’ and con- 
ecal their thoughts by words. And since 
"it is necessary so often, for public and 
political purposes, that thoughts should be 
concealed, how invaluable ‘a device for 
statesmen is an institution like the dance, 
which shall enable them to gratify society 
by condescending to be social, without 
running the risk of saying more than a 
dozen consecutive words in the course of 
an evening! fii a hod 
On the moral aspects of the dance the 

article proceeds :— 
“We are of the number of those who 

believe that morality, rightly conceived ‘of, 
is the same thing as religion rightly con- 
ceived of. If the dance then is consistent 
with pure morality, it is also consistent 
with true religion. If it is a proper 
amusement for the world, it is equally a 
proper amusement for the church. If it is 
morally suitable for the irreligious young 
man who Lears a sermon to dance, it is 
likewise morally suitable for the minister 
who preaches the sermon to dance at Lis 
side. The question remains now to be 
considered, Is the dance justifiable on moral 
grounds ? ; 

Is the dance morally objectionable ? 
Lt would be strictly legitimate to enlarge 

on the vicious tendencies always engender- 
ed by such extravagant expenditure as the 

* dance encourages, and almost requires, 
upon the sordid ambition it inspires to out- 
shine one’s social peers, with the low pride 
begotten by success among those victorious 
in this barbaric rivalry, and the consequent 
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ly innocent. This we assert again. Dut 
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dealing with a very different affair indeed 
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