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Wot slothful in business : fervent in spirit.” 
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A Psalm for New Year's Ey. 
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A friend stands at the door 
In either tight-closed han 

Hiding rich gifts, three hun and three-s 
Waiting to strew them daflyo’er the land 

Even as seed the sower, 
Eich drop he treads it in passes by : 
It cannot be made fraitfulltl it die. 
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0, good New Year, we clas) 
This warm shut hand of ¢ je ! 

Loosing forever, with half si half-grasp, 
That which from ours falls §ile dead fingery twine, 

Ay, whether fierce its grasp, 
Has been, or gentle, having een we know 
“Pha it was blessed ; let th§ dd year go. 

O, New Year, teach us faith { 
The road of life is hard; | 

When our feet bleed, and wing winds us scathe 
‘Point thou to Him whose visige was nfre marred 

Than any man’s; who saith, | 
** Make straight paths for you feet—"nd 10 the 

opprest— 
“Come ye to Me, and I will jive you —

 

"hd 

Yet hang some lamp like hope 
Above this unknown way, | 

Kind Year, to give our spiritsifrer 8CO 
And our hands strength to wok whiledt is day. 

But if that way must slope 
TomYward, O, bring before 
The lamp of life, 

L 

pur fading pyes 
the Hope th never dies ! 

Comfort our souls with love —! 
Love of all human kind ; 

Love special, close—in which }ike sheltered dove 
Each weary heart its own safenest may find ¢ 

And love that turns above | a 
Adoringly : contented to resign 

“All loves, if need be, for the Lae Divine, 
org, 

Friend, come thou like a Triend, 
And whether bright thy face,’ 

Or dim with clouds we cannot conprefjend— 
We'll hold our patient hands, eich if his place, And trust thee to the end; Ei 
Knowing thou leadest onwards to these spheres, 
Where there sre neither days, nor months, 

years, 
nor 

i £5 M. Muloch, 
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Thoughts on. Theology. 

A Series or LETTERS 10 4 S10pENT. 

Lerrer L 

Introductory Obserpations, 
My Dear Sir,— ne 

L propose to send you, in 8 series at letters 
an abstract of those Thoughts on Theology” 
which have been communicated from (ime to 
time to the students under my care, 

Lo this first Jetter I ghall confine myself to 
some general observations of au introductory 
kind, : ; 

1. Personal piety is an indispensable pre- 
requisite to a right understanding of the bible 
and a due appretiation of its contents, The- 
eritic developes the bare meaning of the words but the christian can discern spiritual beauties 
and excelleucies ; and tritaiahicy may be hidden trom the former willie clearly ap- 
parent to the latter, Any educated man 
may understand the general slatements of a 
work on astronomy ; but a ful Comprehension 
of the book is peculiar to the ablronomer. A 
luther's letter may be unintelligible to an in- 
different person ; but Ais son will read it with emotions all bis own ; and will not pas siged in that letter, totally uninteresting to others, affeet his inmost soul ? See Psalm 46,9:119, 18, 

2. The perusal of the beriptures, whother for purely religious purposes. or with a view to exegetical inquiry, should be always en- gaged in with deep seriousness und raverence und accompanied by prayer, We should never forget that we are reading God's boek ; and recolleeting that our depraved hearts are pre- disposed to error, and disivolined to the purit of divine truth, we should eger implore that teaching of the Holy Spirit which is the spe- cial promise of the new Covenant, Luther certainly uttered a paradox when he said that 

authority, 

“Tis God's revelation of 

aceept his saying as intended to teach us that 
if prayer without study is fanaticism, stud 
without prayer is presumption, 

3. It is always to be borne in mind that we 
are learners, not judges. When we read 
other books we are at liberty to agree or dis. 
agree with the authors, or to select from their 

4 opinions and statements such as appear to us 
to be consonant with truth. But all the state- 
ments which God has made, as reported by 
his servants, are true, and all are to be re- 
ceived. ‘Our only object is to find out the 
meaning, Nor is this an unreasonable de- 
mand ; the words of the God of truth ought 
to be unhesitatingly regarded as claiming obe- 
dient reception, Belief in the inspiration of 
the bible necessarily implies submission to 1ts 

4., We should watch against the influences 
of party-prejudice. The bible is to bé read 
not for the purpose of being copfirmed in 
opinions already entertained by ourselves and 
those with whom we are associated, but in 
order to discover heavenly trath, Aad this 
remark may be applied to the explanation of 
texts which are usually adduced in support of 
theological systems, e¢ must beware ol 
binding ourselves to the modes of interpreta- 
tion ordinarily adopted, as thoagh it would 
be wrong or perilous, to rejest them. There 

We may be firmly persuaded that the views 
generally held by our own denomination, 
for instance, or such as are held by us 
in common with other denominations, are 
scriptural ; but we must be allowed to select 
our methods of support and defence, and to 
judge for ourselves whether particular passa- 
ges are or are not wisely quoted, 

0. The analogy of faith is to be remem- 
bered, All the traths of thebible agree with 
ove another, and form a harmonious system, 
Interpretations which are inconsistent with any 
inspired statements, or with the spirit and 
tenor of revelation, must be rejected. How- 
ever plausible they may be, they must be 
cast aside, for the words of God cannot con- 
tradiot each other. ; 
Here it way be proper to observe that it 

is unwise 10 found theories on insulated texts, 
It a supposed doctrine is only to be found in 
a single passage ol scripture, it is much more 
likely that our interpretation is incorrect than 
that the dosirine iu questivn forms part of the 
divine system, 

* 6. Much time has been lost by these who 
indulge in spceulations and conjectures. The 
great object we have in view ‘should be to 
deduce from the scriptures a epiritual and 
practical theology, that is, to ascertain what 

himself, what is his 
will concerning ws, and how it cught to be 
regarded, We may avail ourselves of the 
labours of the learned, and- thanktully re- 
ceive help from any quarter ; but it is neces- 
sary to be on our guard against *‘foolish ques- 
tions” and perverse disputings,” because they 
** increase unio more ungodliness.” 1 Tim. 
6, 8-0: 2 Tim, 2.16, 28, 

7. Though we must not expect to discover 
any new truth, additional light may be thrown 
on various parts of the system, and fresh and 
interesting illustrations gbtained. Therefore 

satiefied with generalities and vague notions. 
He should study sentences —phrases—words 

ities of style, und the circumstances of (hose 
to whom the portion of seripture was ad- 
dressed, lo this connection, minute criticism 
way be of great service, and the ‘works ol 
modern translators and commentators may be 
advantageously consulted, Dean Alford, 
Bishop Ellicott, Conybeare and Howson, Drs 

+| Alexander, Kadie, and Fairburn, aod the 
authors of the * Revised version,” deserve 
particular mention, : ’ 

8, Those yiews of truth which have bees 
mainly bald by evingelical christians of all 
ages, aod which have uniformly produced 
obristias purity and benevolent effort, may 
be salely regarded as fundamental, The 
Holy Spirit guides into ** all truth.” True 
ieLy is the effect of truth, redeived and en- 

Joyed. Where we see trae picty we may be 
y | assured that fundamental (ruth is cherished, 

howexer the parties may differ in modes of 
a Ads aud however their opinions may be 

oured by prejudice or educational bias,— 
Still it is to be considered that the full de- "10 pray well is to study welt,” bug we may velopment of christian character and the full 

enjoyment of christian happiness must depend 

is no such thing as Protestant intallibility,— | 

the scripture student should beware of being 

~—always caretully noting individual peculiar- | 

, 1868, 

on comprehensiveness of view and simplicity 
of faith. The student must learn and the 
prescher must declare * all the counsel of 
God.” Acts 20. 27, 

9. We must conscientiously endeavour to 
assign to each truth‘its proper position in the 
system and to give to it its due proportion of 
regard. ~ Tho evils arising from partiality and 
one-sidedoess are great, We should watch 
and pray continually that we may not fall into | 
them. : 

10. If, now and then satisfactory interpre- 
tations fail to be elicited, and any portions of 
truth seem to be less clearly revealed, or even 
veiled in obscurity, it must tot be considered 
surprising, having in view the antiquity of 
the sacred volume, aud the heavenly pature 
of the themes treated of. At present we 
koow but *‘ in part” ;—in the next world the 
servants of God will koow ¢ even as they 
are known.” 

Yours truly, 
J. M. Crane, 

Acadia (Yollege, Dec. 24. 186 1. 

Pulpit Fire. 

BY REV. THEO. L. CUYLER. 

We lately witnessed a striking illustration 
of the truth. that if a minister depreciates his 
own sermon by delivering it with indifférénocs, 
the people will receive it with indiff:rence. 
Lt he isiotensely interested in his message, the 
people will be also. Nothing is more surly 
fatal to a disoourss than for the preacher 
himself to put contempt upon it by a listless 
stupid delivery. 

The late discourse to which we refer was 
delivered by a man of remarkable power aud 
originality. It had most of the essentials of 
a grand sermon—sound exposition, lively il- 
lustration, boldness and puugency, and geon- 
aine evangelical unction. (It "was delivered 
with much earnestress, aud heard with delight 
by disoriminating judges of preaching. Oa 
the next sabbath the same course was repeat- 
ed, by request, to another congregation, and 
lo! the great majority of those who kept 
awake during its delivery pronounzed ic 
** insufforably tedious!” Aund (he 
reason was that the speaker displayed no in- 
terest in his own utterance, Tue ‘sermon 
was precisely the same; the vital diff:rence 
was in the delivery. 

Here is a lesson for young clergymen. 
Especially 1s it a waraing to those who ex- 
pend all their strength in preparing a dis- 
course, and none at”all in pronouncing it, 
What boots it to a. minister of Christ to 
elaborate an excellent sermon, and then go 
to the pulpit; and deliberately smother ig by 
a tam aud tedious delivery? For after all, 
the audience are apt to take a minister's ut- 
terances at his own ** valuation” of them. 
Lt they see him so thoroughly electrified by 
the great truth he brings that it flgshes trom 
his very eyes, and spins off from his finger- 
tips like the currents from a galvanio battery 
they ate compelled to hear him, It is utterly 
impossible * to. reluse our attention tothe 
roughest backwoodsman at a camp-meeting if 
his manner indicaies that he is under f gen- 
uine inspiration ef- the theme that he is pre- 
senting. Bible-orthodoxy being given as the 
prime essential Ut a sermon ; thea alter that 
*“ halt the battle”—yea two-thirds of it lies 
in the delivery, And the vital merit in de- 
livery is an honest downright, direct, full- 
souled earnestness that drives the suditor, ‘us 
it were, into the corver of his pew and pins 
him there until the last syllable is uttered, — 
Kven doctrinal argumentation should be con- 
dacted with intense passion, The man who 
80 feels for the souls of his auditors as to 
weep over them on his knees or in his pulpit, 
will make them weep.” A minister should 
write in a glow, and preach in a glow, and 
keep-his hearers in a glow. * Too many young 
preachers are bug-beared by the name of 
** ranter,” and are aliuid of yehcmency ; but 
where one man is too vehement ten wen are 
too soporifie, Profound essays may have 
sometimes exuded from listless theological lec- 
turers; but the great preachers of the w 
hove been men who like Whitefield; (aalmers 
Lyman Beeehcr, and Spurgeon have * made 
the rglters roar,” 

€ have olten been struck with the fast! 

J 

simple- 
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that the most cultivated, quite as mueh as the 
illiterate, are impressed aod eochained by 
pulpit-earnestness.— During our apprentice- 
days in the ministry, we were mot a little 
alarmed to find one of the most eminent 
American lawyers in our congregation for 
three months in the year. That big head in 
the front pew was a terror to us. But one 
day the great lawyer said to us, * My young 
friend! the two wain essentials in a gospel-. 
sermon are simplicity and fire. If 1 had a 
law-student with me who did not show wore 
earnestness in gaining a five-dollar suit nn a 
police-court than many ministers do in deal- 
ing with immortal souls on the Sabbath, I 
would kick that young man out of my office’ 
We bave never ceased to thank that veuerds 
ble lawyer for his homely hints; and we 
commend them to our brethren everywhere. 
We would also beg leave to saggest effective 
animated delivery will depend very much on 
haviog studied and prayed well over the ser- 
mon during the week, on sleeping well during 
the Saturday night, and eating a digestible 
breakfast on the Sabbath morning. la clos- 
ing these brief lucubrations we return our 
thaoks to the brilliant and excellent brother 
alluded to in the opening sentences. For he 
has given us a new proof that the most admi- 
rgble sermon may be spoiled by a dull and 
stupid delivery. 

Brother Offside.—A Sketch. 

Brother Offside-is a member of the church, 
and & man who has a great many good quali- 
ties, He is prompt and punctual at meet- 
ings, and liberal in support of the gospel. 
He is a very uselul man, too, If it were 
not for one habit—it has now become 
fixed aud inveterate as a habit, 1 fear—he 
would be a very useful man both in the church 
and in society, The truth is he is on the 
opposite side from almost everybody, in al, 
most everything, p 

*“ The masses are always wrong," says bros 
ther Offside, ** and majorities usually err.— 
People who wish to be right, and to do right 
must act for themselves, and not go with the 
multitude.” 
And this rule ha carries to such an extent, 

that if others take the affirmative, he is sure 
to take the negative, for no other reason, He 
scews to think he must, [t is not because 
he is obstinate, or really contrary in spirit; 
though it must be confessed this course, so 
long pursued, has affeoted the whole man, and 
he is much less genial and kind-hearted to 
appearance than formerly, Habits will change 
the entire nature of people sometimes, 
So much has our brother become subject to 

the coatrol of this habit, that he docs nos 
seem aware of its influence over him, ‘Nor 
does he stop to consider whether others may 
not be right and he wrong, but xlmost instine- 
tively, when an opinion is expressed of a 
course proposed, he turns the other way like 
a ship obeying its helm, but always turning in 
the contrary direction, 

Ll any one proposes a change in the servi- 
ces, or any new order of procedure, likely to 
be beaclicial, at ounce brother Offside says, 
“shall be opposed to that; it will have 

a very injurious effect, | am satisfied. [don’t 
see, for my part, how any one can seriously 
think of such a thing,” 
And to make iv all the worse he will usu- 

ally add, ; 
“1 am conscientious in this thing, It 

don't make any difference to me, bat 1 do it 
for the good ol the cause.” 
And yet, though he certaindy weans to be 

an houest man, it isrhardly to be supposed he 
had really thought ot the cause, but took his 
ground merely from the force of an evil habit, 
The church generally yields to brother Offside 
not because they are convinced that he is 
right, nor out of any personal respect lor hum 
but to avoid contention, Men who suppose 
themeelves conscientious do uot readily yield 
their position, and are seldom couvinced by 
reasoning, 

liven the darker phases of life have their 
amusing side, The unhappy trait of the good 
brother is so well understood that advantage 
ia taken of it occasionally, and the brethren 

orld | sometimes carry their points by means of his 
very perversity, Not Jong since the deacons 
thought the church ought to makes collection 
for a certain special object, not provided for 
in the usual order of benevolent efforts, It 


