THE CHRISTIAN

MESSENGER.

evangelical doctrine, but expecting to hear views
p accordance with those commonly held by the
ritvalistic party. Compel unitormity in out-
ward practice, while you still leave the doctrine

We have strong disinclination to call in‘i ilsisters do not be afraid of using your peo.
uestion what is said 'by any ol our con-| it : ' You may do much good by the communica-
?« mporaries, esﬁecially l’;y odyr brother the\h 'nl)et F;°h‘t‘)°‘l at.mosphc:re of to‘"' P;OVi‘t‘)‘;e,tion of t’hought to tghe tb{msauds who read

TN - editor of the New Brunswick Christign P38 '8lcly been 1 a slate ol considerabdlé oy; pages, and we assure you that the one
:’l:‘i‘:)b;“'%e?l;:n:i::(;:f::g;o"olo:;’m? ‘:g; ::.:o'i Visitor. In general it 1s extremely repng. 38!tation. Toe expected appearance and the | who will receive the greatest good by so
Lord Shaftesbary’s way.of thinking, and would 08Dt 10 oUr sense of propriety. to-do so, We 8ttival in Halifax of a number of leadin

. ' ! € doing will be he or she who writes for others
avoid churches at which High-Church doctrine) greatly prefer to find what is praiseworthy, ' [™€0 from Ottawa has callcd forth various co

: - 5" i to read. Sowe may be deterred because they
was taught. You cantot make a man a judge| But when wrong statements are made we have )ectures in the several party papers. What! ee! that their writing will not appear so well
by putting him on a wig and gown, and you can-

! ( no choice, and have to listen only to the calls 80Tt of a reception should be given themr, | g they would like : never mind, do the best
not make a High-Churchman evangelical by| i dury and seek a correction of the error. |Wasin dispute. Some suggested that these you can, and probably it will be better than
g;:':;‘;%ll;'.m.':d‘ i::"é;"’:“'p‘:::ze’ .‘E:&“fggg,{’:: We have no objeciion generally to the‘8‘3““““‘“’“_““8“t not ﬁf": thehlgehqgi of the|y,y expeot. Short articles in general are
bury’s bill may bring about un.iformity of dress ' discussion of important questions, when ;Pegp e quite o congenial as they might wich. |}y best, except from these most accustomed
and other outward matters, bnt it will no more straightiorward, manly fairness characterizes 300 €ven intimated the possibility of per- |, w i’ [n these days of cheap postage for

cure the dissensions of the Church than a bit ot | the statements and the arguments of those | 50nal violence being offered. This intimation | |oytorg we ought to bear from many more
sticking plaster at each end will cure a sword- places than we do. We have rich supplies

with whom we contesd ; but, when a polic called forth remonstrances in some of the
thrust through the body. and eourse of proceeding of a contrary |P2Pers and io the Morning Chronicle ot Fri- | of learning acd talent lying bidden in various
character is adopted, we feel inclined to pass | 48Y last the following letter appeared Irom parts of the provinces. Again we invite
you to begin at once. Write.

Pollllés.

We have been %ooking for some vindication
of the brethren comporing the N. 8. Western
Baptist Assocjation from the charges brought
agaiost them by the Rev. George Armetrong,
His statements concerning their action were
highly disrespecttul to the whole body, and
we felt that the minds ot the New Brunswick
brethredshould be disabused. We are glad
to fila®that the Moderator, Rev, Isaiah Wal.

lace, bas given a refutation, which we copy
from the Visitor of last week :

it by altogether as unworthy of our notice. the Hon. Joseph Howe:
Aud yet it we do that it is misconstrued, and FAIRFIELD, 30 July, 1£68.

the charges wrongfully mesde are held by| The papers inform us that Sir Jobn A. Mac-|+ E . :
their autbhors as it they were ununswerable. donald and his lady, and perbaps Mr. Cartier,| casion of deep interest to the Granville
We shall, therefore, a8 briefly and as kindly | 3re coming down to Nova Scotia on a visit, and | Street Church. At the close of the. morn-
as possible, endeavour to do what our brother ::" ."d':")‘;ﬂgft:: o it e b“lt’“k:‘ '0'; | ing service the ordinance of Christian Bap-
asks—correot him ip gome statements he has | e:“:)"emugber {landlin’g. p reg:; 1o see tbis|iSM Was administered to two brethren who
pudlished in his last issue—and we shall look | ypirit manitested in any quarter. Where actual had previously made known to the church
for & full and fair amende for the wrong he | war rages flags of truce are respected, and the | their faith in the Lord Jesus. : One of
bas done. He says: ¢ . |soldiersin tke field exchange courtesies across|these had been for many years highly es-
« Associational proceedings at Sackville appear | their lines, which lend the grace of chivalry to|teemed in the congregation, and one of the
to Lave been very distastelul to the Christian | he sternest conflicts. Roderick Dbu shared bis| Trustees, and was now gladly welcomed to
Messenger. The strictores in the Messenger he?lther.coutcb with Fits &hme_s:,hthgpgh ."’a‘:)y all the privileges of membership. Subse-
8. BAPTIST ABSOCIATION. signed C., and the Messenger’s leader of last |27 a-m"(mwo ‘Lm“ ,“;0;“8 tl? ; bll'"" oy "f quently these brethren and five others with
: : week, we take for granted, are from the ready mOrning. @ DAVE 'RUZAL WRe pudic men ¢ : ¢ whows ‘had b i
Mr. Ep1ToR,—I0 your issue of the 2nd inst : ) : . ? | Canada and of England within the past two|tWO sisters, some of whom had been re
gy : | pen of Dr, Cramp. It we are mistaken in this | eame S thed b :
the Re.v. George Armstrong has given you a we shall be glad 1o be corvected. - But tbough!y"’“' that the people of Nova Scotia are men |ceived by vo'te and.oth?rs by baptl.sm on a
letter in refereice to the recent meeting of our . : & - _|and not cravens. Let us show them now that|recent occasion—niue in all—received the
w s 3 - """ | emanating from so bhigh- a source, the Visitor ’ .
estern Association at Freeport, N. 8. 1thivk right hand of fellowship from the pastor

' . S i ] ‘ . allow | We are gentlemen and not ruffians, One rude
Bro. Arwsirong bas misapprebended the motives SOUE W SUUSIUE - Sl T word, one act of discourtesy, would disgrace uvs| Rev. E. M. Saunders, and joined with the
and conduct ot his brethren, and conaequem!y church in -the ordinance of the Lord’s

them to pass without remark.” - . .
. . all, and bring such discredit on our cause as to
made a misstatement regarding the mauner in Now we wish to inform our brother that| S Tl indicati f Divine f
which the report on the Christian Messenger was e o S I T S EE Y
it is hoped may be often repeated.

» Harivax.—Last Lord's Day was an oex - -

REV. G, ARMSTRONG AND THE WESBTEEN N,

: ‘make it bopeless hereatter. :
we are not accustomed to shirk any respon-| Nineteen Nova Scotians traversed the Can-
passed by that body.
Brother A. says: ‘- This report . siit

sibility that belongs to us, nor to adopt the | adas last fall and sojourned for forty days in the

r writing of others as our own, We would capital of the Dominion. Though the great
was rushed through with hot baste, acd without | { ke this opportunity of suggesting to the majority of them were known to be hostile AW ! .
allowing bretbrep an opportunity to show that editor of the Visitor. that he is stepping be }to the fundamental law under which the Legis- letter on another- page, rejoicing 1n bis
the Christian Messenger deserves not the com- i anirbusarid oo d PP d%l' " lature was convened and not very friendly tothe tliberty to deal with all human formularies,
mendztion of the Baptists of Nova Scotia, The;y‘?u 196 VROONE 0 ' D9 OUAY 9006 IDZ ' Government—though A and others denounced|articles of faith, &e. &e,, and pronouncing <a.
hqneg[ PXPTCSQiGD of djsﬂppYOV_Ql was feared .ndlwnh what he bls DOthiDg to do, when he

: the Act and the policy of the wmajority on all
it was determinad, it would seem, that all dis- | offers a conjecture as to who writes the Mes-' 4 v

We are glad to ,ﬁnd Bro. D;vis, in his

cussion on that paper must be shut out; and
thot determination was persistently carried out,
And it is with regret that we must add-—the
Moderator gave the weight of hie position ' and
influence in that direction.” v |

As the above statement reflects not a little
upon the Christian deportment of the Western
Association, as also upon the conduct of the
Moderator, it may be my duty to present the
facts of the case as they occurred :

At about 5 o'clock on Tuesday afternoon, the
report on the Christian Messenger was presented
by Rev. Dr. Tupper, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee. (Bro. Armstrong was a member of said
Committee.) The adoption of the report was
moved-and seconded, The Moderator then de-
liberately and respectfully said—* Brethren have
you any remarks to make on this report 7' He
paused, waiting for remarks longer than be was
accustomed to do; and then, supposing that
brethren bad waived their intention to syeak,
and knowing that, according to the Minutes of
this body for the years '64, 65, and 66, the re-
port on the Christian Messenger passed without
remarks, be arose and put the question. When
the * ayes,”—which indicated almost unanimity
—were taken, Brother A, and another Brother
came to their feet, and complained that the
question had been taken too suddenly, and that
they were Ceprived of the privilege of speaking,
The Moderator then, addressing the senior of
these brethren, remarked : “ | bave always cher-
ished the utmost veneration and regard for you,
and bave no wish to prevent your speaking, or
to prevent discussion on this report. Move a
reconsideration of this quesiion, and then you
will be in order to speak.” This proposition
was made frankly and fairly, and repeaced sev-
eraltimes ; but not being accepted, other businees
was takea up,

Brother A. cemplains of a * determination”
to * shut out’’ discussion on the Christian Mes-
senger. 1 knew of nove, and believe none ex-
isted. 1 expected discuesion and telieve the
bretbren generally did.

Brother A. affirms that “ expression of disap-
proval was feared.” I think it was, though cer-
tainly not for the reason implied in his remarks.
Some of us remember the Eilwrneu of feeling
engendered at Gaspereaux on the preceding
week by similar discussion, and feared the effects
on the precious cause of Christ. Hitherto, re-
markable barmony and good feeling had per-
vaded the Association, and it was devoutl
desired that such should continue till its close.

With {bese facts before you, I leave your rea-
ders 10 judge whether the report on the Chris-
tian Messenger was * rusbed through with hot
haste” or not—whether a determination ex
isted to * shut out all discussion” on said report
or not, and whether the Moderator deserves the
censure indicated by Bro. A.s letter or not,

As I have no relish for controversy, 1 shall
make no further reference to this matter, unless
the cause of truth imperatively demand it.

Yours truly,
IsA. WaLLACE, Moderator
of the Western (N. 8.) Baptist Association.

Granville, N, 8,, 20th July, 1868,

P. 8.—Tbe number baptized in connection
with our three Aseociations in this Province
during the past year, is considerably over 1,000,

(l’ have an appoistment to baptize next Lord’s
ay.

The above will doubtless be thankfully en-
dorsed by every member of the N. 8.
Western  Associstion,  excopt, perbaps,
*‘ Brother A. and snother Brother.,”

y | the aid of a Council? 8uill we contend that

ed immensely from crude uci(flinary action ;

senger editorials, It matters not who writes
them.  What they contain may be sttacked
if it is'thought necessary, but it is aa indica-
tion of great wenkness to sttack any personm,
for what appears io the editorial columns of
a newspaper, except it hos “the name of the
writer appended, Whilst, however, we say'
this we may condescend to inform our
brother who is advertized as the editor of the
Wasitor, that Dr. Crawp does not write
leaders for the Messenger, and did not write
the editorial article referred to. It did not
¢ emanate from so high a source.”” We are
sorry to fied our brother so committing him- |
sell. We shall not care to say all that we

1
]

Visitor. They are ceitainly untrue., We.
might designate it mesnness to do as our co-
temporary bas done, but it is worse— to assume
as a fact what is not true, and then build upon '
that untruth a long course of urguweat, without
the shadow of a foundation. After doing
this he closes by a repetition ol the wrong, in |
even a more objectionable form, and dares
to makc the following assertion:

“ The Sprague (not Spragg, as it appeared be-
fore ToTheVisitor) case, on which Dr. Cramp ex-

atiates, is just a case in point. It illustrates in
the light of a sunbeam the propriety of all we
bave said. If the Churchin dealiog with Mr,
Sprague had called in the aid of a Council,
and reported their action to the Association,
they would bave saved the necessity of avy fur-
ther investigation. They did not do this. Hence
the difliculty at the Association, of which Dr.
Cramp complains

Dr. Cramp has not written the first
syllable on *¢ the Sprague case.” Our know-

might in reference to these statements of tbe{

his cpinion so freely upon them. We do
not presume that he has heretofore felt
any restraint in this respect,or that he re-
garded the ‘‘Articles of Iaith and Practice
of the Baptist Churches in Nova Scotia”
as the Word of God. If ke did we con-
gratulate him on having secured a deliver-
ance from such bondage. As far as we
are-eoncerned we feel no difficulty in keep-
ing said Articles, as we believe, in their
proper place. We de’ not regard them as
having any binding force, except so far as
they are in agreement with the Divine
Word. We value them as convenient sum-
maries of Christian doctrine, and generally
of what is held and believed by those with
whom we hold fraternal fellowship.

As we have not yet learned the particu-
lars of the business transacted,or the steps
taken in the organization of the P.E.I. Asso-
ciation and the framing of the Constitution,
we are not prepared to express any opinion
with reference to the action of the Associ-
ation in these particulars. But we would
just say that if our brethren in Prince Ed-
ward Island prefer to express their views
of religious doctrine by saying

“ The religions sentiments of our body may
be described as those held by the so-called Cal-
vinistic Baptists,”
their brethren in Nova Scotia, we pre-
sume, will not have a word to say against
their doing so. But our brother will not
surely contend that such a statement will be
more adapted than our Articles to ** send
our brethren and our churches immediately
tqethe Word of God.” Tt is satisfactory to
ledirn that, if any church on the Island
chooses to retain the said Articles rather

suitable occasions, with iondignant treedom of
speech, yet from the time we entered Canada
till we came out of it we received from all
classes of the people hospitable and courteous
treatment. I passed through the crowded corri-
dors o! the House of Commons with my hot words
ringing in the ears of the people 1 met, but they
never offered me insult,and at three o’clock inthe
morning I often went to my lodgings alone, as
little apprehensive of obstruction or offence as |
would have bzen in the streets of Halilax.,
Let us bhear no more, then,. of diflerent treat-
ment of Canadians, high or low, in any.part of
the Province. Ii we bave lost our constitution
let us preserve our manners.

The Secretary of State and the Imperial Par.
liament have thrown upon the Canadian Gov-
ernment the responsibility ot action in the great
controversy which, at the present moment, per-

lexes us all. It would appear that its leaders
Kave promptly responded, and will come here to
discuss with the Nova Scotians such remedial
measures as they may have to propose. We are
bound to give them a fair hearing and courteous
treatment. s our case sobad that we are afrail
to discuss it on our own soil with the leading
men of Canada? Are we 80 strong that we can
aflord to outrage the public sentiment of the
whole world by reckiess disregard of all the
usages of civilized diplomacy ? I think not,
and hasten to say that 1 should deeply regret
if any indiscretion were to sully a cause which
bas hitherto been cooducted with dignity and
temper, which have challenged ths respect even
of those to whom we bhave stood opposed. |
ara quite sure that, on reflection, the writer to
whose article I refer, and whose views | may
possibly bave miaaplprebended. will concur in
the opinions which 1 consider it a public duty
thus frankly to express,  Yours trul

Joseru Howe.

We would not for a moment have it sup-
posed that the respectable people of Halilax

ledge of that case was derived alone from the
official Minutes of the Association, as pub-
lished in the Visitor. What we said on this
“ Sprague case” was more in the way of
inquiry thananything else. If we may judge
by the action of the Association, the Moncton

needed any remonstances from cither the press
or Mr, Howe to prevent their doing anything
disreputable to men of our own or any other
nation, We copy the avove letter merecl

beciause we think it will probably be referred

than the formulary chosen, as expressive
generally of the religious sentiments of its

members, the association *‘will not in-
terfere.”

Church came to a correct conclusion on this
case, without the aid of a Council. Would |
it have been the same if they had called in

when Mr. Sprague ceased to be a member of
& church he was no longer a member of the
Association ; and the Association should have
been spared the trouble and painful task o
pronouncing a second condemnation, t
We arc sorry to find our contemporary so
dissatiefied with the constitution and action of

Baptist Churches, He says:

“Bat then, we are asked, why give such advice
to the churches 7 Where the neceesity 7 We
answer, for the very good rcason, 1at, That in
the absence of wise and judicious advice,

‘delinitely what course the government propose

to in {uture, and may shew something of the
position of the subject of Repeal on which so
much is vow being said,

OQur Local Legislature will meet to-mor-
row, and we shall then probably learn more

The Presbyterian Witnessof last week
has an article entitled ** Progress of Pres-
byterian Principles.”  After noticing what
he regards as approaches to Presbyterianism
in the Methodist and Episcopal bodies, he
remarks : :

“ We observe that there is a marked restive-
ness among churches of the * lndependent”’
order—a desire to give greater authority:to
Councils, and to make provision for the exercise
and we uoderstand have been in private ses- | ©f righteous discipline. The devolopments of
sion—vulgarly called caucus meetings—pre- g’;:.b'ﬁ';::a;'ll be ‘walehed: with. interesy by
paring plans of action for the real seesion. Wy l d : :
We shall give our readers as full an account 9 WORGE FAgRIetIY qur ngnghbour that
of what is said and dowe as possible. there.is probably less inclination than ever

_ | “among the churches of the ¢ Independent’

taking on that, and the many other important
questions which will demand their attention,

A large number of our Local and Dominion
representatives afrived in town last week,

churches bave been thrown into thé wildest die-
order ; 2nd. Ministers and Jaymen have suffer-

8rd: Offenders have been allowed torun at large
unpunished, to the serious injury of the cause

ot God”
The terms ‘¢ advice” and * unpunished”
here stand in ominous relationship, We fear

that the remedy our brother would presgribe
for such a atate of things as he ugrml has

e, " . order” in Nova Scotia, *‘ to give greater
h%ll‘ﬂb*:k ‘:‘;z J do:r ;m'::'“l" d‘hm.“ih authority to Couneils.” Witfwsa %he ac-
thoe longth -and- breadth of the fand might .., of the five Associations at their recent
profitably e:nployballttle mo';‘cz of their time | A\ ivorgaries. Such - restiveness” is
in writing for the press, ere are man s
subjects gwit.b whiohp they are familiar o:’x tithor-aimoug ¢ fow tadividuals.
which they might write very aoceptable
artioles. But we would not have it supposed
that it is from ministers alone we wich to
hear. The Christian Messenger is the peo-

Customs Department,
OTTAWA, 28th July, 1868.

UTHORIZED discount on Awerican Invoices
until further notlc&: 30 per cent,
R. 8. M. BOUCHETTE,

eximd.‘ would be far worse than the disease.

ylo’n paper, snd wo wish the people - to write

or it as well as to read it, Brethren apd Commissioner of Captoms.

Aug. b

..




