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"~ Alas! husbmd;. sbnl:: brothers crowd into
this carriage. The races symbolize gambling,
and this is done at the stock exchange or club

room, as well as at the farostable or the race |

course. 'There is betting in Wall or State
Strect as demoralizing as st the Jerome race-
course or Riverside Park, We must expect
that erowds wi'l rush to the Epsom or Derby
races it the sppetite is awakened by betting
at eleotions or * sclling short.” It we have
rafiles at religious fairs, why not * gift enter-
prises” at the stores? 1f the groesest frauds
are hushed up and called ‘¢ fiancial irregu-
Jarities,” and great thieves are compounded

" with instead oi being sent to prison, surely it
is no great affuir to cuopty a drawer of a few
dollars. Each is but a part of the whole,—
'We cannot evade the moral law. Gambling
is gambling, whether at the broker's board or
at the faro-table, Stesling is stealing, wheth.
er it be by Patrick McArdy or by the ilon,
Broadoloth Cratt,

We cannot escape the retributions which
follow our rasoality. We caonot hide from
God's all-searching law. Youog mav, by all
that is sacred in lite, pure in aftection or rich
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gone by, bas been the destruction ot more
than one government ot this provioce. The
| resistance of the people to improper ecclesias-
tioal iofluences in edacational matters, has
heretofore been so determined that their re-
presentatives have refused to countenance
any such principle. Our politicians have
fourid that anj compromise on this point must
be resisted ; the voice of both Catholie and
Protestart electors being opposed to it ; and
we bave thus far been saved frow the intro-
duction of go destructive a principle, whilst
governments have been shattered by submitt-
ing to the dictation of parties makiog these
demands. We have learned from members
that & most determined attempt is being made
upon the local government and legislature, to
change the educational current in favor of
denomioationalism. This would to a very
copsiderable extent give the control of the
schools into the hands of the churches instead
of the government of them being lelt in
charge of the parents.

 We regard this as nothing less than the
entering wedge of what, when fully developed,
would destroy our Civil and Religious Liber-

in anticipation, beware ot that carriage in
which Craft and Lust ride. Tract not tothe
Mephistopheles, the intoxicating cup, specula-
tion, gambling. Such ride not homeward to
happinees and joy—they drive straight to ruiun
and woe. They lead * |5 To Hewn'—
Christian Register. ~

Our Foreign Misslon.

Myr. Editor,—

It will uodoubtedly afford pleasure to
many of your readers to legrn thet letters
from sisters Van Meter and DeWolfe, address-
ed to the Secretary, under the date of June
17th and 220d, inferm us of their rale ar-
rival in Bassein, Sister DeWolle was well,
in good spirits, and labouring diligently in the
acquisition ot a koowledge of the Karen
language. She was evidently makiog rapid
progress in this preparatory work, with the
cheering prospect of being soon able to con-
verse freely with the poor heathen females
respecting the love of Christ.

Ever Yours,
C. Tupeer, Secretary.

Aylesford Sepg 2nd, 1868,

Chuistion Fileszenger.
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sectarian Schools vs Common
Schools,

fHALL WE HAVE SEPARATE gscuooLs ?

Qur present School System is, we believe,
as free from denominational bias as it is pos-
sible to make it, under existing circumstances.
Whilst all are enabled to receive alike the
benefits of education, there is no infringement
allowed on the religious opinious of any. No
sect, as such, is permitted to prescribe what
instruction shall be given to the youth of
mother, or to prevent the rising generation
from partakiog of the inestimable blessing of
an enlightened course of istruction in the
rudiments of ail knowledge.

Two petitions are now before the Legisla-
ture of an eccclesiastical character askiog for
changes in the School Law. In some re
spects they are similar, although in other

* particulars they appear bostile to each other,

The first -of these is from the Roman
Catholic Bisaop ot Arichat, his Vicar Gene-
ral, and others, asking for Separate Schools
—not avowedly for Roman Catholics—but
for appropriations of funds for a separate
school under separate arrangments when
asked for by the mivority in a =chool Dis-
trict,

The other petition is from the Dishop and
Synod of the Church of England, in Nova
Scotia, asking, not for Separate Schools, but
apparently opposed to them, and asking for
o portion of time to be set apartin the
School Houses through the province in which
the ministers of religion may bave the right
to enter, and give religious instruction to the
children belonging to their several denomioa-
tions.

The advocates of the Separate School
measure have been persistently ocanvassing
the members of the Legislature to induce
them immediately to effect the changes they
desire in the educationsl arrangements of
the province.

A most potent argument has been urged on
behalt of the Separate Schools petitiov
that the church demands it ! Whether those
of our Representatives who are but in their
first year of service are sufficiently posted in
the arts and wiles of political lile, to stand
firm agsiost the pressure brought to bear
upon them in this attack, remains to be seeo.

The demand for Separate Schools in years' Separate Schools as it is to Roman Catholic,

| for clergymen becowing the religious inatruc-

ty. It may not be so intended by its advo-
oates, but, virtually, that would be the result,
It is too late in the world’s history to ad-
vocate the introduction of churches-by-law-
established. So pernicious bave they been
found in operation—whether Protestant or
(Catholic, that the demand has become pretty
geveral for their dis-cstablishment.  The
hierarchies of both have acceded to this de-
mand. They find it necessary now to fe-
nounce the claims formerly setup.
We are glad that legisiation oo the subject
of Education is uot removed from our Local
Legislature, It is so much a matter affecting
the people themeelves, that enactments made
outside of the Province would not be satis-
factory, aud would be liable to the most.ob-
noxious changes and subjeot to the most
detrimental influences. ;
By adopting tae Separate School idea into
our educational arrangements we should be
offering @ premivm to_disaffection and strife
in every School District. The rival schools
would become fields for cultivating religious
antagonisms and political hostilities. ~ In
stead of the Schools being Cowmon to
all the inhabitants of the Districts, the min-
ority school would be looking with-a jealous
eye on the majority ong, and the efficiency of
both for good would be weakeoed or destroy-
ed ; and many of the best teachers would
doubtless be driven from the profession.
The Cburch of England idea of providing

tors of the schools, we regard as altogether
unnccessary and illusive, and open to serious
objection. Kach denomination bas its own
Sunday Schools, in whioh specifio religious
instruction is imparted. This we regard as
the legitimate and proper field of the clergy-
man's labors on behalt of the young, Sab-
bath Schools may perhaps be found inefficient ;
and difficulty way be expericneed in securing
competent teachers for them without remune-
ration, but the remedy for this must be iound
in a greater amount of zeal, and the use of
improved methods ol employing the lay ele-
ment 1o this wor'c of love. It may be urged
that clergywen are so fully occupied on the
Sabbath, that they are unable on that day to
give attention to the children of their charge.
but that the Day School would aftord & more
convenicnt opportunity.

The benefits derived from specifie religious
teaching on the week-day would be far less we
believe than from that given oo the Sabbath,
The fact of its being given in the Day
School would tend to weaken its- effect, A
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Let education be frce to all, and let the chil.
dren of all stand on the same platform in re.
cciving the elements of knowledge. That the
people may be intelligent, loyal, and free.

State of the Denomination,

In ous account last week of the recent ses-
gion of the Baptist Convention we omitted to
notice the report presented by the Com-
mittee on the ubove subject. 1t was as fol-
lows :—

The state of the denominatien, as presgnted
in the Minutes of the Associations appears in
the following statistice:

NOVA BCOTIA.
w. Assoclatlon,i?1 che. ; 410 bpt'ms. ; 8,030 memb'rs.

C. ye 266 e ¥
E. - B m. " 384¢
: -159 -—069 —17,163

NEW BRUNSWIOK. ’
Ww. Associat!on,g‘é‘cha. 3 %(16 bpt'ms. ; 4,332 memb'rs
" o ‘

K. g s "
-]28 =512 — 9,662
Totalcoo SILL 287 1,481 26.716

The number of baptisms is fifty per cent
greater than last year, averaging a little more.
vhan six per church in Nova Scotia, and four
in New Brunswick ; general average, five. The
clear increase is nine hundred and thirty-four—
being somewhat more than two and a balt per
cent. in Nova Scotia, and five and a halt per
cent. in New Brunswick j general average, three
and a balf per cent. %

Eleven brethren have been ordained—viz :

Sept. 8, 1867. J. % bl);eadman, St. George,
W. D. Manzer, Shediac, N. B

- 4

S el J. 113 lgiopper, Fredericton,
k. )8, & Elikt;pBCorey, Cauterbury,
Deo. 10, %7 O, E. Cox, Chegoggin, Yar-

wouth, N. 8

Jan. 24,1868 Eljahd. Corey, Point de Bute

Feb. -6, “ J. EN:Bg.;:keney, S. Richmond,

L | EE James Meadows, Jeddore N. S,
Mas. 81, “ J. V:'} Bé?uning, Hawkesbury,
June 2.5, “ G. %.DS?" M. D., Yarmouth,
July 12, « D. Carpender, Bayside N. B,

The iormation of four new churches bas been
reported, viz.—20d Fredericton and South Mus-
uash, in New Brunswick ; and 2nd Sable River
aund Mill Village, Queen’s County, in Nova
Scotia. N

New Meeting bouses have been opened at
South ‘Richmond and Hopewell, N B ; Arca-
dia,LYlarmoutb. N. 8., and North River
P. E. L

The bretbren in Prince Edward Island hav-
ing formed themselves into an Association, the
statistics of that lsland, heretofore included in
the returns of the Eastern Nova Scotia Associa-
tion, will be bencetorth reported separately, ir,
their proper place.

Our hearts. would bave been greatly glad:
dened, if the reports of the year bad told of rap-
id progress and extensive victory over evil.
But, grateful as we ought to be for the access-
ions now recorded, it must not be concealed
that our churches with few exceptions, exhibit
small increase ; that some are even losing ground;
and that, in only here and there an instance,
Joes the advance made equal the expectations
that might be justly tounded on our Lord’s com-
mission, the promise which was annexed to it,
and the successes of the primitive chureb.
Doubtless, it is a glorious achievement to save
a soul from death,aod po honor can be greater
than that which falls to the lot of him who is
ewployed as God's instruaent for this purpose.
Yet who among us is satisfied with the exi:ting
state ot things in our chu rches? Who does
pot feel assured that we would bave wrought
greater deliverance if our faith bad beeu strong-
er, our selt denial more marked, our sympathy
with Jesus more powertul. and especially if there
bad been througbout our ranks, a more conscien-
tious and general devotedness ol overy taleot

little more economy of time would enable the
slergyman to employ all neceseary effort -in
this direction.

We suppose that although no dircet provis-
ion is made in the present law ior euch reli-
gious ipstruction, there would be no difficulty,
where a clergyman and toe parents wish it, for
such an errangement to be made with the
Trustees and Teachers as would enable the
clergy of any denomination to give religious
ipstruction to children ot his owa people io
the School house, out of the regular school
hours,

It wesaw even the probability of good
being eficeted by chauges such as these peti-
tioners seck, even totheir own people, weshould
be ready to se-k for their adoption, but, as this
is pot the case, we must advise an uocom-
promisiog stand agaiost the introduction of
such an element into our educational ma-
chinery.

We ask no privilege for ourselves that we
would not accord to, and even demand for,
others, whatever their religious opinions,
Wo have no bostile feeling towards Roman
Catholics, far otherwise. We belicve that
they would eventually be the greatest suffere
ers from the adoption of Separate Schools.
Qur hostility would be as great to Aoglican,
Presbyterian, Methodist or even Baptist

and opportunity to the extension of the Re-
deemet’s kingdom ? We may well be astonicb-
ed that the Saviour should bless us at all,
while we are bound to confess, with humility
and shame, our numerous short comings and de
fects. How much more brilliant would bave

been the course of our denomination it all its
members bad been * full of faith and of the
Holy Ghost,"—each oce living, ** not to himsell
but to him that died for him and rose
again !"

That bright course may yet be attained. Let
us all follow the example of our Divive Lord,
whose pregnant words—* Wist ye not that I,
wust be about my Fatber’s business” —embodied
that priociple of life and action which should
pervade the bearts of all cbristians, and pre-
sented him to us as a model to be devoutly and
constantly imitated. Let us realize the truth
and faithiuloees of God,—

-4 Whose promise {s yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet."”

Let us * pray without ceasing,” and ‘ always
abound in the work of the Lord.” Let us adopt
tor our motto the words of the immortal Carey,
—+ Attempt great thiogs for God, and expect
great thiogs from God.” Let every christian
show himeelf a willing follower of our great Ex-
emplar, and * go about doing good.” Then will
the Lord * bless us, and lift up upon us the light
of his countenance, and give us peace.”

The review of the past confirms your Com-
mittee in the conviction that at least an anpual
Day for special Thaoksgiving and Prayer is

desirable for the churches. A blessing bas fre-
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uently rested on it, The recommendation to
:}evote the first ‘Thursday in December to this
object is therefore repeated. :

So much good has resulted in many places
from the observance of the Week of Prayer at
the beginning of the year, that your Committee
cherish the bope that the ohservance will be-
come generalin the churches, either by them.
selves, or in union with christians of other
denominations, as may be deemed advisa-
able,

Your Committee regret to learn that no steps
have been yet taken to bring about a union be-
tween the churches of these Provinces and
those of the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec.
‘I'ey trust that the object will not be lost sight
of, and that the pressnce at this meeting of
the Rev. Dr. Fyte, President of the Canadian
Literary Institute, Woodstock, Ont, and ot
Professor Wells, of the same Institute, will
furnish occasion for such conference and mutual
communications as shall ultimatély issue in the
accomplishment of the desired object.
Rtetapecthﬂl&| submitted,

J. M. Cramp, Chairman.

A cwrious Episode

in relation to Baptism recently occurred in
connection with the death of the Hoo, Thad-
deus Stevens, o prominent Senator of the Uni-
ted States. It appears that the private lite
ot Mr. S. has been far from unimpeachable.
The N. Y. Independent in making a wretched
sort of apology lor his course of lite, says:

« But we have noticed, as an occasional pbe-
pomenon in morals, that publie spirit sometimes
becomes all the more a passion with men who
have lost something ot private virtue—as if hu-
man nature, having stained itself on one side,
songht all the more bravely to keep itself bright
on anotber, To all who knew Thaddeus Ste-
vens heneath the surface, it was plain that, bav-
ing many years ago, parted with a proper pride
in his personal character, he sought to make a
perpetual atonement to bis bigher nature by a
aubut’ituted platonic fidelity to bis country’s hon-
our.’

A poor corpliment to the departed, but
perbups a just ove. - The Theology is worse
than the compliment,
Washington correspondent of the N. Y.
Tribune sffirms, that

“+ About nine o’clock’ on the evening of bis
death, two colored clergymen, both of the Israel
Méthodist church, arrived, and requested per-
mission to see Mr, Stevens and pray with him.
Mr. Stevens was asked whether they should be
admitted. He rephed and these were probably
the last connected words that he uttered : * Cer-
tainly, certainly.’ At about ten o'clock, still
following the narrative of the T'ribune, two Sis-
ters of Charity entered the room, and remained
with Mr. Stevens until his death. Says the cor-
respondent :

''he Sisters of Charity had learned through
some channel that Mr. S evens bad never been
baptized, and requested his permission to per-
form the ceremony. He said that be had no ob-

jections. and one of the tisters took a glass of

water, and pouring it on his bead, pronounced
the words, ** | baptize thee, Tbaddeus, in the
name of the Father, and ot the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, Amen.’

Mr. Stevens expired precisely at 12 o'clock,
about ten minutes after bis baptism. ke openad
his eyes once or twice, and then closed them
torever.”

The N. Y. Ezaminer § Chronicle re-

marks ;=

« Toe case affords a very pretty illostration of,
the methods by which the Romish Church swells
the number of her converts. Mr. Steveus died
of course in the Romish faith. The fuct ot his
baptism will be chronicled more widely and re-
membered longer than its incidents and surround-
ings. o order to multiply the number of her
proselvtes, and thus (incudentally) to rave souls,
v the Cburcl’ bas simplified the act of baptism
to adapt it to the deatb-bed, and confided its ad-
ministration to any devout communicant, wheth-
er lay or clerical, male or female.”

The N. Y. Observer,a*Presbyterian paper,
is bighly indignavt at this so-called baptism
of a dyiog man. The Ez. and Chron, how-
ever, takes the Observer to task alter tae
following fashion :

« S18TER LORETTA” A8 SEEN BY THE OB-
sERVER.— Our neighbor of the New York 0Ob-
server expresses what he believes to be * right-
eous indignation,” at the so-ca'led * baptism” of
tbe dying Thaddeus Stevens by a Romanist
woman. The act is condemned as a “‘gross oat-

and a chief reason for thus condemning it, i
that the * sacrament’’ was administered by per-
gons who * had no pretension to any authority
to administer it.”

But * Sister Loretta” holds what she calls
« baptism” to be a * sacrament” of saving efli-
cacy, and her Church does authorize its admin-
istration by women in extrewme cases, Shethougbt
this an extreme case, and a{ormulu and a mode
in which the editor of the Observer himself would
find no flaw, she proceded (o administer the “sa-
crament” to the dying man, while he was prob-
ably in an * unconscious stale”—a similar state
to that in which the like * sacrament” .iadmio-
istered to most of the subjectsof is, in the Church
of which our friend is & member, And turther-
more, if Mr. Stevens bad come to health agaio,
and wished to partake of the Lord’s Supper
with our neighbor, he could not have the “narrow
exclusiveness”’ to decline to give him a place st
ihe Table.

On his death bed, the -

rage upon the religious sense ol the country Py
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