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Sunday, February 2nd, 1868. 

Luke ii. 8—20.- xxi. 38: An angel appears to the 
shepherds. The circumcision of Jesus and his 
presentation in the Temple. 

Kecite—Gal, v. 4—6. 

} 

LE AE BE J 

Sunday, January 9th, 1868. | 
MarruEw ii. 1-23: Lvxe ii. 39-40: The Magi. | 
The flight into Egypt. Herods crueity. Tue ie- | 
turn. 

Reortomm18A1AH Xi. 1-2. 

About Lightning. 

A thunder storm arose one day, and kept us 

at’ bome from our ride. The clouds were very 
black. : 

‘] am so afraid of thunder,’ said Jessie, 
jumping up io ber mother’s lap, and laying ber 
bead on ber mother’s bosem. gE ; 

¢ Thunder will not burt you,” said Tom ;% it 
is the lightoirg.’ = ; 

‘ What is thunder? ssked little Will, 
“It i the clouds ballocing,™ said Jessie, ¢ and 

I am afraid of it.’ 
* And what is Jiobtping, Jessie 7’ asked Tom, 

laughing. ' 
“1 is God's fireworks,” said Will; * I am sure 

“I bed a great deal rather bave them witbou! 
the ncise,’” said Jessie. ‘ 

* But you can’t,” cried Tom. 
There Tow was misisken. In damp summer 

evenings we ofien sce flashes of Jighs along the 
edges of a cloud. It is called . beat-lightning, 
apd bas po thunder with it, vor jsit dangerous 

That which darte in zigzag lines end forks 
out, cr lecks like balls ol fire sheoting fom 
the clouds, makes a loud noise, and oftem strikes 
barns dnd bouses and kills people. : 

* What is lightning ¥ atked Tm. rer 
Iiiis e-lecancei-ty, end electricity is a cu- 

rious fluid found in mature. lt you s‘roke a 
cat’s back in tbe dark, you will see sparks fly. 
dLaf is electricity. If you ren fast with your 
dry shoes over a stout carpet in .a Lot room, 
eparks will come cut. This is electricigy. Rub 

featbers-and straws towards it. This is elecin- 
city. Some things carry or ¢ conduct’ electri 
ci'y very readily. These are called * conduct. 
ors’ silk aud glass are pot. 
«In old times people did not know what Jight- 
vivg wae. They thought it was God's way of 
showing bis anger. ra 

But Berjenyn Fravklin, that cbeerving and 
thinking printer, concluded by what be saw 
that lightning was electricity ; so one day he 
went out doors ip a thunder-storm; avd sent a 
kitegup to the clouds to bring the lightning 
down. It rap down the string of Lis kite to an 
mon key; 2nd the irom was tull of it, 
Why did it not run down to Frepklin and 

kill Lim? Ab, he thought of that. So be tied 
a eilk string 10 tLe end of bis bewp siring, and 
beld by tbat; for as 1 1gld you. silk will not 
couduct electricity, Thet'made Fraoklin sate. 
When the key was charged with lightning, 
Fravklin knocked nn with’ Lis knuckles, and 
telt a shcek, just the eurange prickly feeling 
pecple feel rem ap electric shock, 
Now Fraukiin wes-a man who alwaye tried 

to tuin bis koowledge to some good account, 
86 Le invewted ligbtuing reds, wiich, you 
know, are wade of yuh or copper, and rub 
cuts de of a bouse from a chimney 10 the earth, 
to receive and cerry the lightning into the 
ground, where it will do ro barm. In that way 
bouges are safe from its eflects. We rhould Le 
carciul where we are in a thecder shower, I 
is dangerous to stand under a tice, or beside a 
Laystack, or at open doors or windows, or by 
the walls or chimueys. 

David calls the thunder the viet of the 
Lord. God is in the cloud; God is in tie 
wind ; God is in the lightning ; God is in the 
rain. They all eay, God made and governs me. 

Is it pot pleasant to feel that God holds the 
reine of everything 7— Child s Paper. 

Take hold and lift, 

A teacher of the freedwen in one of the 
Southern Hrates was sitting at the wirdow of | 
her rocwm waichivg two negroes loading goods | 
wc a cart, Qpe of them Was disposed lo 
ebirk ; the other stopped, and looking sharply | 
a. the lazy one, said, 

‘* Baw, do you expect to go to heaven 7” 
“Yes.” 

“J hen take bold and Jift !” pak 
There are a great wany Christiaks in our 

churches and Sabbath schools who expect to go 
to beaven, that would do well to sirengthen 
their bope of going there by taking bold and 
lifting some of, tLe burdens which they let their 
brethren bear alone, 

Wekbs-o5 knows we—Cbleridge very hap: 
pily replied to coe of bis friends who thought jt 
uplair to influence a childs mind by inculcating 
any religions opivions betore it had come to! 
years of discretion to choose tor itself, by sbow- | 
wg bim bis neglected garden, 
it was his botanical garden.  “ How 07” 
be; “it is covered wiih weeds” « Qf,” 
plied Coleridge, * that is becave it has not 

ouths’ A rpaviment, 

telling tim that | 
said | 
re | but in spirit. The power by which all changes 

The Young Irishman. 

(Continued. ) 

As I called vpon bim (wo deys after, he im YO. : JHE | 
‘mediztely told me that there were two points bodies in health, and till we die; and an indi 

He kad been which be wanted cleared wu 

far as | bad gone. He * believed zi] wy posi 
[licns wore impregnable,’ 

‘ But,’ said Le. * your aflzir of cause and ef. 
icet, which you Uretught-to bear vpon we like a 
battery -~ wherein does. the eflicient power of the 
cause lie?’ 

* In the will that wields it, sir,’ 
‘ What! in the will? 
* Yes, ¢ir, just in the will.’ 
‘1 am contoundéd ! What will come next?’ 
* Your own conviction ¢f truth, sir, will come 

very toon, and the entire abandoument of your 
sceptical infidelity.’ 

+I bel eve it,” raid be, very solemuly, * But 
you surprise me by saying that power lies in 
will)’ 

“Just ip. will; vir, said I; * nowhere else. 
This j resides over the whole field of causes and 
eflects. It belongs to the very natuie of the 
bumwan mind to attribute any change which we 
bebold to something. Thatsomething we denom 
inate the cause. It may not be itselt the cause, 
only insiruwentally, unless it 18 the will; and 
when it 18 wot the will, then we must trace cur 
way back through the instroments, till we reach 
‘Lie real teat of power; ard we ehall always 
find tbat to be the will. My motions, my speech, 
wy walking, are changes, and no sane man sup. 
poses ibom 10 be wunceueed. Everybody sup 
poses them: knows thew, to proceed from some 
cause adequate to the production of the changes 
This is ckmmon sense, and on this principle 
every language on earth is formed, The principle 
ig wtervioven with the structure of the Greek, 
ibe Latin, the French, the Chinese. with ey ery 
ongue. No misn's wind rejects this principle, 

Ii suybedy thinks changes to be ‘uncdused, he 
18 a madman or a fool. Cemmen tense always 
knows that changes are the effects of some cause 
which holds power over then, That cause, in 
Aggie GLIO/y motions, ie my epirit. My motions 
ate @n effect; wy spirit is tbe cavee. ['Lecause 
of all the changes 1n the universe-is God. All 
these changes ere eflects ecming from something, 
and that rometbing, whatever it be, is God. 
He is the great first Cause of all things. But 
be bas delegated to me a little power, for a 
time, over a few particles of matier, which I 
cgll my body ; 2nd by the exercise of that power 
I can move. -My agency is only a subordinate 
agency, limited, ard not lasting. It may last 
tilt I die, but no longer; apd then I must account 
for my stewardship. It extends only to my own 
flesh. 1 caknot make a stone or a clod of earth 
move, by my willing it, as 1 can move my 
material fiame. And; dependent creature that 
I amy] cannot move my material frame, except 
by the mysterious power of my spirit, which 
wills itl—a power pot my own, in the sense of 
indepency, but enly in the scnse of subordina 
tion. But in this subordivate sense, J am the 
cauge of my own actiens, znd accountsble for 
ibem—someimes fo wer, and always to God. 

* Now, just en this ground of common sense, 
my meticus are all evidences of the existence 
of my epirit, which bas power over them; and 
the great motions of the universe are -all evi. 
dences of an unseen Spirit, which Las 
over them. That unseen Spirit is Ged, “These 
changes of thie universeare visible, Our sensed 
take note of them ; and therefore our senses, 
hough they canpot directly reach the Divine 
Being, can reach, and reach everywhere, those 
chapges which are bis eflects, aud demonstra- 
ticns of bis existence snd mighty power. ‘Lhie 
argument is rock. There 18 no gelling away 
irom it, There changes of the universe are 
¢fleets, by the common consent of ail mankind 

Being so, they must bave a cause ; they demon: 
siiate the existence of a cawe. And whatever 
that cause be, it is Gud, Qur sepses come in 
contact with the «fiects, Ard now, who shall 
waiutain that we bave not as geod evidences 
about God as if our eyes could behold him? It 
way be less sudden, less startling, gnd hence 
lees impressive evidence ; but is it not as good? 
May I not be as certain as M I saw Ekim? Do 
vot | know that a cause of visible: changes is 
operating, just as well as 1 know the effects 
which 1 beuold? If there is any uncertainty 
about my kpowledge of God in this ‘way of 
knowing, let any wan attempt 10 tell where it 
lies. He canvot tell. The changes ? My eyes 
sce them. 1 therefore know them by evidences 
of sense. They are eflecte. | know this by my 

power 

| common scite, and the common sense of ever 
map around me, And the couse of these eflects 
you must either allow to be the Deity, or you 
wust maintain that dumb matter, mere dirt and 
rock, bas reason, aid will, and power of mo. 
tiom of i's own. - And coming in contact with 
these effcets constantly, as 1 do, | certainly am 
unable to perceive why ldo not positively know 
there is a God, as well as know there is.a 
sun that moves or a drop of rain that falls. M 
knowledge may not be wnpressive and startling; 
but is it vot real, certain, lounded on good and 
Jegitimate evidences 7 : ¢ And now, what is power? or, where docs! 
it lie? or, what wields it? Where is its seat 
—its home ? Where does power originate ? 
There is something which men call power— 
something which is capable of effecting some 
change ; and the question you put to me ig, 
What is it 7? or, Where is the seat of it 7 And 
‘Le answer is power lies -in spiril—nol in mailer, 

iv matter are effected, resides immediately in Ly come to years of diccretion avd choice. | spirit, in mind. The power by which I move 

soil towards reses and strawberries,” 

be weeds, you see, bave taken the liberty to. 
grow, and 1 thought it unfair to prejudice the | Tie muscle is only an instrument which obeys 

J . 

& msscle does not to the muscle itself 

that act of wy epirit, which I call my will, 

10 * MESSENGER. - 
will is that mysterious thing with which my 
Maker bas invested me, and by which 71 can 
move, The will is the power We cannot 
move a single afom of ‘matter in the universe 
without it. It has a direct power over our 

rect power over a little other matter. Acting 
| studying the subjeet ever since [ Jet him, and indirectly, our will can bring our bodies, or 
wckncwledged (Bat his mind was convinced as’some portion ol our material frame, into con. 

tact vith other gpatter; and thus we can effect 
x PF. - 

some chapges in that other. The somes we 
lift, the mountains we level, the ships we build, 
are all lifted. and levelled, and built, by the 
power of our will. Power resides nowhere ‘but 

(in spirit. “You speak of the mechanical powers, 
and I am not going to find fault with your lan 
‘guage. But let not the imperfection of Jan. 
| guage mislead your understanding,—as it cer. 
tainly does, if you suppose these mechanical 
powere bave an item of power of their own. 
They bave none. The power exists’ only in 
your will. You ute them. Yeu bring your 
hands, or feet, or come other portion of your 
body into contact with some athe matter, the 
lever, the screw, the pulley ; and thus you will 
ingly employ these contrivances to do what you 
could not do without them. But the lever, the 
screw, the ‘wedge, the pulley, have not an item 
of power in themselves. Nobody ever saw 
them doing anything alone. It is will, it is 
epirit, which employ them. The will first 
formed the contrivances themselves ; and could 
pot form them so as to invest them with power 
tc work alone. And the will, in every instance 
of their operation since they are formed, must 
come along with its coutinued power, or they 
will do nothing,—can do nothing, They have 
no power, because they have no will. You 
have, then, this great universal lesson, Power 
resides only in mind : oll power exists in spirit, 
and: in‘spirit only. ; : 

* God's. will is hiv power. He employs his 
power directly or indirectly, as he pleases. 
He edn use instruments, tr do without them 
He bas no nced of them, as you have. The 

limited, 8s I taid, to tbe few particles of mat 
ter which make up your wortal body ; and if 
you would meve or change anytbing heyond 
‘bat, yon mest contiive’ tome mode to bring 
your material body inte contact or some con- 
neetion with it, But God, the unsecn, eternal 
Spirit, i& able to bring the power of his will 
to bear directly upon all things,—as directly as 
the power of your will bears upon the body u 
moves. He has only to will it, and any con- 
ceivable change wilLinstaptly take place. The 
power all lies in the lufinite Spirit. God is 
spirit. His will is the effect. Nothing inter- 
venes between his volition and the change wih 
follows it, to give any power to the volition it- 
eelf. The mere volition is all bis power. Awful 
Uyd! Tremendous Deity! On his simple 
volition bangs this mighty universe ef being! 
Earth, heaven, bell depend upon it! If he 
sbould will it, there would not be an angel in 
Leaven, or a devil in hell | existence would 
cease | this universe would become a blank! 
and nothing would be, except * that high and 
lofty One, who inhabiteth eternity!” Oh! 
who would not bavg this God for lus friend 7 
Ob! who could endure to have him bis enemy 7 
Enemy? sooner come annibilation! Let me 
perish—let my spirit die—let.all these thinking 
laculties; my soul, go out "in eternal night, 
sovuer than have tkis awful God against we ! 
It need not be. That God who * spake and it 
was done,” who ‘commanded and it stood fast,’ 
who said, ¢ Let there be light,” and there was 
light,—this God is love. 1 bear a voice coming 
from resurrection lips, * All power in heaven 
aud earth is given unto me; go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel (0 every creature, 
ard, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world. lle that believeth shall be 
gaved— (bough he were dead, yee he shall live 
again,’ Biessed words! blessed Saviour! Open 
your heart; sir, to this wessage. Take this ofier. 
Poor sinner as you are— weak mortal—being of 
a day, ard soon to lie in the dust,—cast yGur 
immortal soul upon the power of this Christ, to 
save you from eternal death, and give you life 
evermure !’ 

As lL uttered this exhortation with all the 
force 1 could give ta it, my young friend sunk 
back upon his chair with Lis eyes fixed -iwmova- 
bly upon me, and beid his breath 1s a sort of 
agony of attention. He turned more pale than 
I bad ever seein bim. And when 1 stopped, be 
drew a long breath, bis eyelids dropped over 
Lis eyebelis, and be locked like a corpse.  ° 

¢1 beg your pardon,’ said 1. ‘1 baveMalked 
too Tong. "1 have wearied your strengih,’ 

¢ Not at all, said he; but you have con- 
quered ime. Iseel have been wrong, But | 
must think of thie move.’ 

I replied, * 1 Lope you. will, 
you again mn a few days.’ 
As be bad not fixed any time: for another 

visit, and as | wished to leave him some for re- 
flection, I did not call os Lim again for two 
days 

And | will’ gee 

(Tobe Continued ) 

Beauty, 

Beautiful faces, they that wear 
The light of a pleasant spirit, there 
It matters little it dark or fair. 

Beautiful hands are they that do 
The work of the poble, and good, and true, 
Busy for them the long day through. 

Beautiful feet are they that go 
Swiltly, to lighten another's woe, 
Through summer's beat or the winter's snow, 

Beautiful children, if rich or poor, 
Who walk the pathways sweet and pure 
That lead to the mausions strong and sure, 

direct. power of your own spirit is limited==it ist 

eww vm 

agriculture, &r. 
EK} 

Wintering Beds. 

‘A Quebee correspondent of the (‘cnada 
Farmer, vays : * In the matter of wintering bees 
in this cold corner of the Dominion, those seem 
to do best who are pot 100 lussy over them, 
Some of my friends put them in cellars where 
it never freezes, This is wrong : it keeps them 
lively, which makes it neccessary that they 
should eat. Itis béther do put them in a place 
where they may eufler enough cold to lying 
them to a hall torpid condition, for bees .can 
bear a great deal of dry cold. 
‘is, however, to place your Lives on boards cover- 
“ed with kay or straw, pack them round, and cover 
them over with the same, Shelter them from 
‘the north and worth west winds by a back of 
‘of boards ; and if you have a root of the same, 
“it will Le as well. This last is in case it rains, 
"and should not be close to the hives, Over all 
shovel plenty of now; a protection that will 
ensure their comfort till the end of April, We 
have not yet attained to the refinements of bee- 
keeping down here : but we keep bees success 
fully neverthaless ; and I hope soon to see double 
the number of people engaging in ‘the interest. 
ing occupation, One man appeared on our 

bundred and fifty boxes of honey from them 
this season, worth about ninety cents thé box, 
making a total value of $135—a nice baul tor 
the mere trouble of looking afier them Honey 
in the comb sells at fifteen cents per lv, and 
about thirteen gents in the liquid “state. Our 
winters are very favourable to Lhe beep on acs 
count of their steady cold, and the abundance 

tof snow. Our summers are so short tha” it 
astonishes me that they cal collect honey re] 
for their support, yet the cheapness of the ariicle 
19 a proof that they can, : 

which is mttracting considerable aftention in 
New Orleans, is a substitute for cotton. Jt is 
indigenous to Mexico. gives a fibre whiter and 
finer thansgrass cloth, is perrepial, and yiclds 
abundautly lour crops-in-a- season. 

CHE 

PROTECTING TREES FROM RABBITS — Fiom 

readers how to prevent rabbits from injuring 
apple trees. My plan, whichis the only thing 
that bas proved successful, is :—In the fall of 
the year, just. before win¥er sets in, we Wrap 
(hes trees with rye straw inthe following wan- 

~‘Fake a bunch of rye straw, say as thick 
as three fingers, and commence al 1hé root of 
the tree, and wrap from right to left, by giving 
ita twist every time you bring it around, unul 
it is nearly all wound up in this manner. ‘Then 
take a second bunch, and by a peculiat twist it 
is adjusted to the firet bunch, and thus keep on 

of the reach of these enemies to trees, li may 
be thopght to be a tedious job, but patience and 
a little practice will toon prove different. In 
this manner | can wrap over one hundred tiees 
per day with ease. | prefer this plan for 
several reasons—first, it 1s an eflectual preven- 
tive against rabbits; second, it proiects the 
trees against sudden changes of weather, so 
 Gommon and injurious in the wesiern prairies; 
and third, _ we leave the straw on in the 
spring -anatil the erchard is ploughed, and then 
ik protects the trees from being njored by the 
ploughian.” 

P. 5. ~The straw should be made wet a litle, 
to make it moe pliable~ Cor. Couniry Gen- 
tleman. 

There was exhibited at the recent American 
Powclogical decting a specimen of the Craw- 
ford Late Peach, which measured twelve and a 
balf inches in circomlerence, grows wm Mis- 
souri, 

AN FXFMPLARY COW, AND A HEAP OF 
BQUAsHES — We are lrequently indebted ior 

doin Northup, Eeq., whose zeal in agricultural 
improvement is well known. This month he 

ter by a vow Lelonying to Edw. O'Brien, Esq, 
Windsor, We sometimes hear of a cow being 
worth Ler weight im gold, but this cow ‘is much 
better (Lan that} for in less than a year she lus 
yielded pearly baif the weight of an oridima:y 
cow, in golden butter. From 17th Janoay 1) 
17th December —eleven monthe—:tio 0] 00d 
278% 1b. of butter, besides raising a coll 450] 
supplying a lamily with milk the whole we. 

r. O'Brien bas likewise, during the pas rea 
son, raised from one see, ten large kuashes, 
weighing together 513 Ib.—%. 8. Journal of 
Agriculture. 

CursivaTioN OF BarLEY.—On a fermer 
occasion we noticed the success which atiends 
the cultivation of barley in Nova Scotia RBar. 
ley is the best of all substitutes for whear, Ip 
a communication from F. Sorenson, Esq, Wey. 
mouth, be makes enquiry for good seed barley, 
and remarks: —* Barley is very much sown 
here, as it is a sure crop, but a change of sced 
is very much needed.” 
is stated that ** Barley is the very foster child 
of Nova Scotia; and | have beard farmers pro- 
less that with them it bad pot failed more than 
once in twenty years,” — 'b, 

To LOOBEN A RUSTY SCREW.—If you have 
a screw rusted into wood, or a nus or a bolt 
thar will not readily turn, pour on a little 
kerceene and Tet it remain. Ip a little “ while it 
will pencirate the interstices, so.as to be easily 
started, 

! w 

Y 

SUBETITUTE FOR CoT1TON — The rawie plant 

until you bave wrapped bizh enough to be out’ 

interesiing notices of Nova Beotian products to. 

In Agricola’s letters is. 

The best plan 

market who possesses sixty hives, and took one. 

en experience of twenty years 1 will tell your 

sends us particnlars of a icmarkable yield of burew 
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