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For the Christian Messenger. 

AMiction. 

When the day’s bright prospects fade, 
And mother Earth is wrapped in shade, 
The countless worlds above us shine, 
With lustre from the band divine ; 
And earth appears a lonely spot, 
That scarce were missed if it were not} 
If all were day we ne'er might know 
Such glorious orbs above us glow, 

When Gol permits afliction’s night, 
To hide our idols from our sight, 
The woul, undazzled by their glare, 
Is drawn to prospects truly fair ; 
The eye ot faith grows strong and clear, 
And sees the promised glories near, 
The world seéws but an empty toy, 
That yields not one substantial joy. 
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For the Christian Mossenger. 

Revision of the Old Testament, 

The New Testament, accurately translated, 
reveals Christ in his fulness, tho Spirit 
io his work, the Father in his love, and 
the order of Messiah's kingdom with the 
duties and privileges of its subjeote, - We 
love it, therelore, dearly; but the Qld 
Testament is an invaluable treasure, With a 
correct New Testament in-our hands we have 
the key to unlock the old casket, and the 
light to reveal the beauty and richness of its 
jewels. Concerning these old writings the 
Savivur said ; ** Search tho Soriptares, tor in 
them yo think ge have eternal life ; and these 
are they that testify of me.” By his own 
reference to them on many occasions he had 
illustrated their importance. He. used them 
to confound human foes, and with weapons 
drawn from this armory he repelled the three 
assaults of the Devil, The events of hie 
birth, life, death, and resurrection attested the 
truth, tulloess, and force of the ** thus 4 ds 
written,” His lust exposition, though spoken 
to a rmall audience, and transmitted to us 
only in the most condensed form, is full of 
interest. The two discipies were walking in 
sudoces towsrd Emmaus, Their bope for the 
redemption of Israel could not struggle through 
the darkness which enveloped the cross ; their 
weak faith could give but slight credence to 
the story of the women who were early at the 
sepulobre, A stranger joivs them ; he listens 
to their mournful narrative, and then BAYS: 

- ** Was it not necessary that the Christ should 
suller these things, and enter into his glory? 
And bogionieg trom Moses and all the pro. 
phets, he explained to them in all the Serip. 
tures the thiogs concerning himself,” No 
‘wonder that they constraived bim to abide 
with them. and, when they knew him, said ; 
** Did not our heart burn within us while he 
talked to us in the way, and while be opened 
to us the scriptures 1" 

Every word ot God is pure and precious, 
whether it bo spoken by patriarchs, prophets, 
psalmists, apostles, or trom the loving lips of 
the Word incarnate. Portions of our reooiy. 
ed Old Testament seem to have a oloud over 
tho meaning. It would be wrong to refer 
thie in every instance to great iowcouracy of 
rendering ; yet it is undeniable that in many 
places » wrong translation ohsoures the sense 
and in rome cases perverts it. At this day it 
is not needful to cite examples. These were 
spread belore the world years ago, by men 
well gualified to verily what they affirmed, — 
Th who thick that the errors do wot 
affect any doctrine, or obscure any important 
truth, are mistaken. 
We bave no desire to underrate the exoel- 

lencies of our version; they are many and 
precious ; but King James's forty-seven re. 
visers, imperfect as they were, and under some 
peculiarly potent influences (clearly authen. 
tiouted in the history of the times), in a bum. 
ber of instances misconetrued the original, snd 
failed to give us ihe proper acouracy of diotion 
aod thought. A truth obscured or distorted 
lovolves error. Krror in the standard must 
affect the dootrive. We should desire the 
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utmost accuracy in those old writings because 
of their ag> and influence in revealing the 
relations, the habits, the thoughts, and the 
history of ages #0 Jong departed. But when 
we add the divine element, when wo remem. 
ber that there words were God-breuthed, and 
therefore contain lesson meant for our souls, 
it becomes a matter of much greater moment 
to have before us the thoughts expressed in 
words fitting accurately tho ssnse intended, 
and best adapted to convey that sense to the 
common mind, The many translations of 
“ parts of the book,” and comments on various 
portions involving changes in the rendering, 
are confessions that tho ** revision’ mado un. 
der James needs a thorough re-revision, It 
the excellent scholars known to be at work 
with thisend in view will put the work to 
press as rapidly as strict accuracy will allow, 
the many readers of the Common Version 
who wish light ou the obsourities * ot the Old 
Testament will be greatly gratified and bene- 
fitted, us the eagerness and delight with which 
+ Genesis” and ** Job" are read already tes. 
titys 

| “2 Hxxricus, 
a in 

On Bazaars, 

Differonces of opinion exist as to the proprio 
ty of raising funds for religious purposes by 
weans of Bazaars and tho othor indirect modes 
sometimes. adopted, The following article 
from tho Sword and Trowel trom the pon of 
one of the teachers in Spurgeon's Metropolitan 
College will be read with interest by many of 
our friends, 

Bazaars in connection with benevolent or 
religious institutions are of modern date ; such 
things were unknown half a century ago, and 
would have been regarded as inconsistent and 
profane. Both Churchmen and Dissenters 
would have condemoed them as sacrilegious ; 
the one as an innovation upon cocsecrated 
usage, and the other as incompatible with un. 
sullied devotion, We think we seo the awtul 
frown upon the brow of Andrew Fuller, the 
‘curling lip of contempt in Gill or ipoo, or 
hear the sarcastic reproof of Robert - Hall 
sbould a proposal have been made to them to 
endeavour to raiso funds for religious purposes 
by means of a bagawr. Many thik that in 
this respeot the former times were better than 
these. Many, and especially of the elder 
sort, think the world is going backward, but 
we are more disposed to conclude that it is 
going forward, They sigh for the good old 
times, but we should sigh to see them roturn, 
Every age bay its faults, but it has its advao. 
tages 100; and we should not be disp:sed to 
wake an exchange with any that bus preceded, 
We have never heard of a period since the 
time when men began to multiply in the earth 
io which we could have wished the world to 
stand still. Let it go on, we say, in its ap. 
pointed course as fest as it can roll, lis 
glory is in the future, and not in the past, 

¢ weet with numerous objections to ba. 
gaage, 0s that they injure trade; that they en. 
courage vanity and finery in furniture and 
dress ; that they bring young persons into fa- 
miliar iptervourse with each other; that they 
promote a needless and injurious admixture of 
scoular with spiritual thiogs ; and that they 
appeal to a false principle of charity, These 
objections are plausible, and are oftcn consoi- 
entiously maintained, They are such, in fact, 
as wouid suggest themselves at first to nearly 
every ebristian mind, Nor own it be denied 
that bagaars have their tpmptations to evil, 
and that they are for the mos: part such as 
have been wamed, It may be questioned, 
however, whether those temptations are not ot 
nearly equal force without them, and whether 
there be not vn the whole a considerable pre. 
pouderance of good, They have now been 
extensively tried, snd what bave been the 
aotual results ? Elave they injured trade ?— 
Ir would be difficult, we think, to find instan. 
ocs of this, wuile many in which they bave 
roved beneficial to trade wight be discovered. 
ave they encouraged finery in furniture and 

dress? That is a taste which is likely to pre- 
vail quite as much without thew, How can 

utmost extent ? As to young people meet. 
ing a poi at bazaars, they are sure to meet 
somewhere, and better meet amongst the 
fricnds of the church than of the world, 

LJ 

that be increased which is already carried toits 

dt 

And as for the securalizing influence of buzaars 
they ure usually held at times in which those 
who are occupied in them would have been in 
other secular employments, so that they turn 
not religion to a scoular, so much ag secular. 
ity to a religious use. But what shall we say 
of the appeal to a false principle of charity ? 
Would it not be better to give money without 
any cquivalent ? Would not that be real 
charity ? Unquestionably it would; and it 

[4s done in « lar larger extent. But why not 
supplement the direct by indircot means ?— 
Meu may buy in charity as, well as give in 
charity, It is sometimes gréhtor charity to 
buy than to give, As direct charity is not 
always true, #o indirect charity is not always 
false, Men like to exercise their benevolence 
in difforent waye, some in giving direct to tho 
object, others in giving to those who can make 
wore of it, und others by obtaiving a memeo- 
rial of their bounty, - Qur charity should 
allow others to exercise their churity as they 
please, Wo are disposed to think that real 
charity towards the object for which bogzaars 
are held is the predominant motive both in 
those by whom they are provided and in those 
by whom they are patronized, 

Lict us look now at the considerations that 
might be positively advanced in their fav.r, 
They increase the funds ot our benevolent und 
ads. yom institutions,” Thus far their ond is 
good ; and the means, if not positively evil, 
are sanctioned by the end, We are not to do 
evil that-good wa come; but when the evil 
is imagionry and the good is real and abiding 
the case is altered. Lot those who complain 
ol this method of raising money, show us not 
a more excellout wercly, but a more practi. 
cable way, Of two evils, having a bazaar, 
and being in debt, we should be disposed to 
choose the former, 

Tuere may be some good in a bazaar; in it. 
selt considered, It evokes much latent tal. 
ent, and calls forth energies that may result 
in useful habits, It enables many to say, 
*¢ Silver and gold have I uone, but such as [ 
have, give 1 thee.” 1 have no movey to give 
but I have time, I have a tougue, I have eyes 
and ears, I bave hands and feet, I have inge- 
nuity and labour. 1 will give these to the 
work, Lf to such five talents are given ia di. 
rect charity, or two, or one; and the five tal. 
ents become ten in their hands ; and the two, 
four; and the one, two; iugecuity has been 
exercised, industry bas been encouraged, and 
capital bas been inorcased. Iuterest too has 
been taken in the object by those who have 
been thus employed, which otherwise would 
not have been felt, And more thao this, 
young people by this means have lcarned the 
seoret of their own strength ; that they have 
a power for good of which they never dreamt: 
and that instead of playing with toys, their 
fingers may be turned to good account. A 
young engineer may be in that little ooatri. 
vance, a young artist in that little decoration 

and a young werchant in that little transac. 
tion, Diligent habits have been formed, and 
preparing for a bugaar has been a school of 
industry to many, Koowledge too of the 
art of buying and selling has beeu acquired, 
Thus many, by giving their time and labour 
t: others, have learned 10 use them profitably 
for themselves, 

Where, it way be said, huve we any Sorip. 
ture wu.hority for buzwars? The first taber. 
nacle, we rep'y, with all its furniture, was 
erected from the produce of a bazaar, la 
the twenty-fifth chupter of Kxodus we thus 
read, * Speak unto the children of Israel, that 
they bring we an offering: of every man 
that giveth it williogly with his heart yo shall 
tuke wy offering. And this is the offering 
which ye shall take of them ; gold. and sil- 
ver, und brass, aud blue, and purple, and soar- 
let, and fine linen, and goat's hair, and ram's 
skins dyed red, and badger’s skins and shittim 
wood, oil for the light, spices for anointing 
oil, and for wweet incense; onyx stoaes, and 
stones to be set in the ephod, and in the 
breast-plate, And let them muke me a sano. 
tuary ; thet [ may: dwell among them.”— 
Tois was the notice given of a bazsar to be 
held in the wilderness at the toot of Mount 
Sioui, In the thirty-fitth chapter of the same 
book we bave an account of the bazaar being 
hold, which is too long for insertion here, 
Some points of resemblance with modern ba. 
sasrs may be noticed. The object there was 
religious ; it was for the erection of a house 

% young mechanic in that little prodaetion, | 
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for God. That house was more externally 
tacred thaa any now erected for divine wor- 
ship. Ifa bazaar might be held for a house 
of God then, why not now ?and il for a house 
of God of any kind, why not for an orphan. 
age or any other benevolent purpose? The 
offorings of old were of various kinds. There 
were articles af gola aod silver and brass, — 
There were jewels and precious stones, There 
were bloe and purple and scarlet and fine 
linen, There were pins and cords and gare 
meote, There were curtains and trimmings 
and lamps and vases and spices, There was 
all the variety and profusion of our modern 
bagaars. The women, as now, took a prom- 
nent part,  *“ They came both men and 
women, And all the women that were wise- 
hearted did spia with their hands, and brought 
that which they bad spun, both of blue sud ot 
purple and ot scarlet, and of fine linen," — 
All gilts, \ hether of goods or of labour, were 
gratuitously bestowed, There were no draw. 
backs upon the articles presented. * They 
camy every one wiose heart stizred him up, 
-and every one whom his spirit made willing, 
and they brought the Lord's offering to the 
work ot the tabernacle of the congregation.” 
Some were inspired by God with special in- 
geonvity on that occasion, and why should we 
not acknowledge the same band in the talents 
called forth in our behalt? + Them hath he 
filled with wisdom of heart, to work all man- 
oer of work, of the eogruver and of the-cuo- 
niog workman, aud ot the cmbroiderer, in 
blue, aud in purple, and <a scarlet, and in 
fine linen, and of the weaver, even of them 
that do any work, and eof those “that devise 
cunning work.” lao the original, as in all 
modern bagaars, thore were more articles 
than could be disposed of. ** They spake 
unto Moses, saying, The people bring much 
more than enough. And Moses gave com. 
mandment, and they caused it to be proclaims 
ed throughout the camp, saying, Lot neither 
man nor womau make any wore work for the 
offering of the sano'wary. So the people were 
restraiued from bringing. . For the stuff they 
bad wus sufficient for ali the work to make it 
aud 100, much.” 

Although we uavé said thus much ia favour 
ofgbazuars, we see the need of much caution 
that lotteries and gambling and other iudica- 
tion of a spirit that is of the world and nut of 
God, be not associated with them. We accept 
them as one of the means peculiar to the pre- 
seut age of advancing its social and moral re- 
ligious wellare ; to give place to whe superior 
requirements of a more enlightened age, which 
in its turn, must yield to that which is more 
spiritual, uatil the church and the world part 
cowpany lor ever, each gathers to iteelt all 
that is its own, and goes to its owa place,— 
Sword and Trowel. 

A word to Young Ladies, 

We Wish to say a few words to you, yourg 
ladies, about your influence over young wen. 
Did you ever thiok of it? Did you ever 
realize that you could have any influence at 
all over thom? We believe that a young 
lady by ber consistent Cristian example may 
exert au untold power. You do not know the 
respect and almost warship, which young meo, 
no matter how wicked they may be themselves 
pay to a cousistent Christian lady, be she 
youog or old. A geotieman once said to a 
lady who boarded in the same house with him 
that ber lite was a constant proof of the 
Christian religion. Oiten the simple request 
of a lady will keep a young man trom doing 
wrong. We have :nown this to be the case 
very frequently, and young men have been 
kopt from breaking the Sabbath, from driok- 
ing, from chewing, just because a lady whom 
they rospecied, aud tor whom they had an 
affection, requested it. A tract given, an io- 
vitation to go to church, a request that your 
friend would read the Bible da:ly, will often 
bo regarded, when a more powerful appeal 
from other sources would fali unheeded upon 
his heart. Many of the geatlemen whom 
you meet in society are away from the influ- 
ence of parents and sisters, and they will re- 
= t0 any interest taken iu their welfare, 

e all k of a young man's danger from 
evil associates, and the very bad influence 
whioh his dissipated gentlemen associates have 
upon him, We believe it is all true that a 
geatleman's character is formed to a great 
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