Corvespondence,

For the Christian Messenger,
United Sintes Correspondence,

It is the season for our’Associational gather-
inge. These occur every week in different parts
of the State. If they do not awaken the in-
terest they did it is because so many religious
gocieties exist whieh share with them at their
meetings the love of believers, Oaco the As-
sociation was the great meeting of the year to
which Baptists came from all quarters to renew
their acquaintance, hear of each others' welfare
and sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, Now the year has numerous great
meetiogs in which the various aspects of truth
are  presented, the diflerent branches
ot christian labour are contemplated, and
to which the worlds’ great claims through a
crucified Redeemer are pressed with earnestness
bhome to the heart, In all of these the Baptists
feel an interest, and so far as convenient, if not
as possible,” avail thémselves of their spirvitual
profit and enjoyment, But the local interest of
our Associations remain, In thom the churches
are usually well represented. Believers come
together for a spiritual feast, and this season,
thus far, they have not been disappointed, Il
revivals bave rot been as numerous or power-
ful as in some other years have bten reported,
yet the gentle influence of the Spirit has been
manifest, an advance has been made in spiritual
growth, the claims of the objects of benevolence
bave been met, and numbers bhave been re-
deemed wnto Christ.  Peace and barmony also
prevaile.  ‘Those terrible evils which distracted
the nation, whose influence was felt in every
neighbourbood, and that penetrated so deeply
into the christian heart, have been forever re.
moved from our Jund, Now we can meet at
our apuual gatherings witkout beart burnings,
divisions, inflammatory 1tsolutions, and fiery di-
cussions, and keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bonds of peace. The terrible war which the
. nation endured has proved a national and
' gpiritual ble:sing in removing many of the evils
that abounded. God makes the wrath of man
to praise him, and all thiogs to-work together
for good to those who love him,

Our churches are very jealous of their righte,
Ar the gifte of the Redecmer they are highly
valued, When wrested from them by human
goverwents they were regained ouce more at a
costly price. ‘T'he days of trial and persecution
bave made a deep impreseion on the bearts of
Baptists. Then they rutfered greiviously for
conscience sake,

State churches, councils elaiming ecclesiasti-
cal authority, Associational legislation for the
chugches represented, and every thing else of a
similar characier, they most beartily repudiate.
Christ bas made them jfree in their church

goverment of any superior buman authority,|P

boldiog them bound to Iis Word, and respon-
sible only to himeell, and in their freedom they
are resolved firmly to stand. "It would amuse a
spectat or who was not thoroughly informed in
Baptist usa ges and bistory to see the carefulness
used in fcrming Aesocintional Constitutions, lest
this liberty ehould suffer any encroachment:
The spirit of the lathers is a8 apparent in theie
sons #8 wie that of Elies in the person of John
the Beptist. Nor are they any too particular ;
for it was by slow degrees that the churches lost
that liberty which now they have regained and
so greatly enjoy., And while it is retained,
though from error in judgment, personal prejuy
dices, and want of due deliberation, acts of in

Justice may somelimes be done to individual
membere, yet this will be far more than com.
pevsated in the blessings possessed and the gobd
that it eflected. So long as the churches main.
tain their independence soul liberty will be re.
tained and enjoyed, and the conscience will
appeal to no sovereign but God,

Bervices of Recoguition are{becoming quite
common when ministers assume their pastoral
charge, This custom is horrowed from other
denominations snd is regarded by many as
bighly beueficial, It is by no means obligatory
on either minister or church, and would soon go
out of Use were an attempt made to enforce it
But when it is mutvally acceptable to the pew
Wivister and bis church & united profit should
be derived from its services. As the pastor is
welcomed to bie position, his duties, his trials,
and to the new circle of friends that now gather
round him, and solemnly charged to be faithful
0 himeelf, bis people, and to God, his mind is
taken back to his ordination, ite responsibilities,
and the past of bis life, and he can not fail to
renew hie dedication, we all these influences are
8gain thrown around hiw. And while the
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church is made to feel that this new pastor is|carry into effect the laws of C

theirs, the obligation enforced will stimulate the
conscience and secure more faithfulness in duty,
Perbaps the services will make the pastorate

more permanent, if so, then a lasting good will
be recured,

J. M. H.

- ——

For the Christian Mossenger.
Missionary Church Polity, &c.

Dear Brother,—

At our recent Convention, one of the speakers
shewed very forcibly that the Discipline of
Mission churches ie more strict and Scriptural
than our own. . In looking over the Missionary
Magazine of May, I was struck with some re-
marke in this connection by the much lamented
and eminently successtul Thomas, of the Bassein
Mission, which now bave a painful interest on

account of his sudden death tollowing so closely
their utterance, :

Telling of the necessary division of one
church into two, he says ;—

“ Nor was this a complicated matter. There
were no letters ot dismission to be read.—
Simply one church agreed to separate into two
churches. ‘Lhen, belore the elders from nuigh<
boring churches and the missionary, they agreed
to love and ‘aid each other, to maintain the
ordinances of the pospel among themselves, and
to extend the blessings of Christ’s kingdom in
the world, IHence we all agreed that chey
were two real churches of Jesus. How simple
is their formation ! Yet how mighty, through
God, is a church ot Christ |”

~ Again, hh‘elking of “ one.of.the most dis.
ordered churches in this part of Bassein,'’ num-

bering ** one bundred and twenty-five members,”
BosAye: - . « '

“ Almost five years ago the Pastor of this
church was guilty of open sin, and was of
course, expelled trom the church, Thus far all
was in order. But bere the difficulty com-
menced, 'A’"hrfu party in the church, mostly
relatives of the Pastor, were opposed to calling
& new mivister, ‘They said their old pastor, it
he should repent, ought to te reinstated as their
minister, But the majority provailed. They
called another man as their preacher, and
though they restored the effender to the privi
leges of the church, they oU;bued his. becoming
pastor or preacher again. Upon this the friends
of the offender withdrew themselves a few
miles, and proposed to become & new and
separate church, ‘Lhe names of all were still
upon the church record at Gai-ha-be, Yet for
three years the disaflected had never reported
themselves to the church, Again, bad reports
were in circulation about many ot the lost
wembers. Our first work was to bave the Gai-
ba-be church erase these wanderers, “these, to
them, lost ‘members, This was done under-
standingly. The church understood that they

had cut off thirty members from all connection
with thew,"”

Subsequently fourteen of them “ were found
without fault,”" and “\ constituted into a new
church,” with * @nother man as pasior,”

And yet again :—* Several members of the
Ko Toh church bad been to me in the city, com-
laining that three ordained men and several
elders bad decided, that one of their brethren,
an elder of this church, was guilty ot im.
worality, But the‘{ aflirmed it way not 80 }
and, to prove it, declared that the church in
Ko Toh bad not excluded the said elder. On
arriviog in this place, 1 iound that nearly all the
church believed the man guilty, but hardly dared
to exclude bim, They feared to act and tried
to hope that a quasi-council was all-sufficient 1o
act for them, We tried to make the church

leel that they muss take aciion, act at once, act
at all bazards,”

Mr. Thomas' biographber says, “he was a
worker for Christ, ever in remarkable sympathy
with Christ, Kisidea of missions was eminently
apostolic in both aims and methods.  He sought
‘the elevation of the Karen people, and for this
be worked on the Divine plan, and availed Lim-
self of none but evangelical processes,"

His views were strikiogly in barmony with
(he following extracts from a tract published by
the A. B. P, Bociety, entitled * The Discipline
of the Primitive churches,” taken principally
from the writings of Andrew Fuller ;

“Io every community there must be some
where an authority to carry the laws into eflect,
In the church, this authority is in the body or
majority of the church; *yea all of you be
subject one to another. ¢ Sufficient to ‘such a
wan is this punishment, whick was inflicted of
many.' ‘The church, then, is the bighest
tribunal, and from the decision of the church
there is no sppeal” * 'Lhere is often a party
found in a comwunity, who, under the name of
tenderness, are for neglecting all wholesome
disciplioe, or il this cannot be accomplished,
for delaying it 1o the utmost, Buch rpuom are
commonly the advocates for disorderly walkers,
especially if they be their particular friends or
relatives, Their lapguage is ** He that is with-
out sin, let bim cagt the first stone.’” « Did
church members feel their obligations, and
respect their covenant vows as they skould, we
should never be pained. by witnessing those
factions which so often rend and
destroy those sacred communities, The onl
remedy for existing evils is for every church to |

Y |accomplish her work,

sometimes |-
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hrist promptly
and impartially ; and for every member to sub-
mit to the authority, with which Christ bas in-
vested His church,” ™=

THETA,

For the Christian Mcssenger.
-'l‘omp'érmice and the Church,

Dear Brotl:er,—

In your last issue, I notice an appeal for “the
hearty ccOperation” in *secret Temperance
organizations'’ ot * all who love Temperagce.”
In justification of the course of rome who
“ keep themvelers entirely alcof,” permit the
following quotation from the writings of Rev,
Hubbard Winslow a name that must command

respect, howsoever his sentiments may be re.
ceived,

Yours very truly,
A CrurcH MEMBER,

“Is there no ground for the apprehension
that other associations for the professed pur-
pose of reforming and saving mankind, are,
with some Christians, coming into more con-
sideration than the church ot the Wving God ¥
Io this age of numerous and imposing associa
tions making strong and bold claims upon us,
we neéd to be doubly guarded lest any of them
be suffered to divide our aflections with the
church, Bettor, a thousand times, that a¥other
Associations should be scattered to the winds,
than_that they should be allowed to divide
churches and alienate their members, sécu.
larize and prolane religion, and scatter the
seods of iniquity in the very garden of the Lord,

The church of Chbrist is the only divinely,
constituted society for reforwing the world.
Benevolent societies, for securing and putting
into operation the means of diffusing the
Christian religion on the earth,—such as Bible,
Missionary, kducation, and other kindred socie-
ties undertaking to reform manoking independ-
ently ot the church; but they ‘are the instru.
ments or means of the church, ty whiuh,
through the grace of God, she is

- There is no other power

upon earth adequate to reform and save man-.

kind, but the Christian religion. This only, ie
the power of God unto salvation® And there
I8 no other depository of this power, but * the
church of the living God, which is the pillar
and ground of the truth,’ We shall not here

any buman societies, excepting such as are the
instruments of the church, should be organized
for the professed purpose of reforming man-
kind ; this much, however, we are bold to say,
that the church must ever hold the supremacy,
ever be made ‘the pillar and ground of the
truth ' and no other society should be coun-
tenanced which tends to divide with it our
aflections, No society can be good, which does
not increase rather than diminish the strength
of our attachment to the church, Let this test
be applied to all reformatory societies of human
invention, :

“ There seem, indeed, to be inherent diffi-
culties in the way of the permanent and
valuable success of many modern reformatory
societies, which cannot be obviated, Composed
ol heterogeneous materials ; men of all kinds
of principle, and of no principle ; men ot all
kinds of character and conscience, and men of
no character nor conscience ; embracing men of
various and conflicting designs ; some, perhaps,
honestly secking the suppression of a vice, and
others, under pretence ot doing the same, really
seeking a mercenary, ambitious, or political
object ; they bave the elements of their early
distolution and death within them. * Can two
walk together except they be agreed ¥ It is as
difficuls now, as it was in the days of Amos,
Experience bas fully decided that reformatory
societies, composed of unbelivvers as well as
believers, tend so surely and speedily to become
connected with secular, mercenary, ambitious,
political ends, that Christians who would keep
themselves pure need to be very cautious in
forming alliances with them, Those who join
them from good motives not unfrequently find,
after a while, that they have mistaken their
cempany ; and they retreat ‘back into the
church, to operate again there in a more con-
geuial element, und in & more Christian way,

“ Generally speaking, those Christians who
bave the least to do with those reformatory socie.
ties of human invention ; who are content to put
forth their moral influence upon society, as mem-
bers of the church of Cbrist, by their personal
character and couduct ; who, by their holy ex-
amples, their prayere, their labors in Sabbath
Schaols, their co-operation with their: pastors,
their benefdctions, their spiritual conversation,
adorn the doctrine of God our Baviour in all
things ;" though they may seem at first to ope-
rate more slowly, yet operate more safely, and
in the end accomplish a thousand fold more real
good to mankind, than those who are impelled
y a fiery and tempestuous zeal in other and
maore secular methods of reform.

“ When the Christian church maintains her
roper place and character, she is entirely aloof
rom all worldly ends ; she has noalliance what-
ever with mercenary, smbitious, political objects;
she belongs to a kingdom that is not of this
world, Yet there is no virtue which she does
not promote, no iniquity which she does not con-
demn., Not the absence of a single vice, nor the
presence of a single virtue, is to be desired in
our world, which it is not ber high prerogative,
acting in the name of Christ to eecure, Consti-
tuted by God for the express purpose of main-

Y taining and extending the cause of righteousnese;

composed of bomogeneous materiale ; men called

laboring to

undertake to decide the great question, whether'
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out and separated from the world unto God, for
the express purpose ol promotiug his kingdom ;
armed with divine truth; attended with the
promised presence of Christ himself, and the
power of the Holy Spirit ; surely, it any society

upon earth can reform and save mankind, the
church can do it,”

-

&, For the Christian Messenger.
The tissue of Christinn pﬂnclple..

We find it in the writings of * the beloved
disviple,” Love is the warp; obedience and
faith form the woof § the design is the life of the
regenerate, Here it is ; examine it and secure
it for yourself, .

“ We know that we love the children of God,
when we love God avd keep his commandments.”

Now * this 1 the love of God, that we keep
His commandments

“ And this commandment bave we from Him.
That he who loveth God leve his drother also,”
and again * this is His commandment, That we
should believe on the name of His
Christ, and love one another,)— *

“ For love is of God, and every one that loveth
is born of God, and knoweth God,”

And * whatsoever is born ot God overcometh
the world” - But “ who is he that overcometh
the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the
Son of God !

We may unite the ends of the web with thd
words cf Jesus himse(f,—* He that believeth on

Son Jesus

-| me, though be were dead yet shail be live,”

5 : gt ] Bo Au
Sept. 12(h, 1868, :

——— e

Forthe Christian Messenger,
Ashes of Roses,

“ Ashes of Roses. O yes its a beautiful
colour, so very delicate,” These were the words
that caught my ear as theladies glided by me
on the pavement, and they lell on my heart with
a strange sad meaning,

Ashes of roses! Yes the roses that have

have seen them one by one whither, and leave
behind nothing but the ashes. Hopes that we
have cherished. Friends that we have loved
we have seen them pass away. But when the
light bas gone out forever-in the laughing eyes,
that setmed dear to us as life itself, we have
turned away heartsick. Oh ! with what sooths
ing influence comes the remembrance that there
is & land where the faded flowers shall freshen,
freshen, nevermore to tade., That there the love
which bhere we lavish on the withering leaves of
time shall have fadeless lowers to fix on in an
ever bright spring clime.

Yes, we all have our ashes of roses; Some
-wear them next the heart, and hide them by a
laughing face. Bome, perchance, only know
them as a favorite colour for a dress, or
the trimming for a bonuet, bus happy thrice
bappy are they that can see the roses tade with-
out a murmur, koowing that they will bloom
again, and that those sweet little buds that

scarce had waked to life and beauty ere they
have been,

“ Nipped by the wind's unume'lyi blast,”.

in-this cold world of ours will bloom, to full

perfection in the green fields and beside the
river of the water of lite,

There the sun blaze never ncorchS‘.\
There the star beams cease to chill,
There no tempest stirs the echo

Of the wood, or wave, or hill,

There we'll find the joy of loving
As we never loved before,
Loving on unchilied, unhindered,
Loving once and evermore,

Mgrs, JAMES,
Halifaz, Sept. 2, 1868,
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For the Christian Messenger,
IN MEMORIAM,

Mary ANN Dimock,

Died at Newport, on the 25th ot June, Mary
Ann, daugbter of Bhubael Dimock, of Rawdon,
aged 48 years,

Sister 1. united with the Baptist charch at
Rawdon, in early life, of which she remained a

consistent member until she was removed by
death,

In the morn of life her Saviour, she obeyed,
Humbly walking in the pathway, where he led,

Careful, shunn worldl& pleasure’s, mpgery [mthl,
Whou"y‘ogng pligrims oft make shipwreck, of their
th,

Weeks and months of pain and sickness, she hath

borne,
Nights of weary waking, watching for the dawn ;
Yet her features ever u‘fmd, with & smile ;

For her Saviour’s presence cheered her, all the
while.

bloomed so freshly in life’s young morning, we

/




