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Thoughts on Theology. 

No. XI. 

THE MOSAIC DISPENSATION. 

Principles, (continued) 

My Dear Siry— 

I proceed now to state the principles in- 
oulcated and held under the Mosaic dispen- 
gation, 

2. Respecting Auman nature. 
In numerous passages of the Old Testa- 

ment ungodly persons aredescribed in strong 
and emphatic language. They are the 
« wicked,” with whom God was angry, and 
whose evil deeds were contempla'ed with 
deep sorrow. Though many of those de- 
scriptions refer to heathen persecutors, oth- 
ers relate to native Israelites, showing that 
while the nation, as such, was God's nation, 
and was treated as holy, that holiness con- 
sisted rather in separation from other peo- 
le, and obedient observance of the Mosaic 
aw and ritual than in actual purity. It is 
very needful to observe this, lest certain 
passiges in the Old Testament should be 
misinterpreted, It is evident that there 
was great variety of individual character in 
Palestine, and that ungodly Jews every- 
where abounded. See Psalm xii. 1-4 ; xiv 
1-8 ; xvii. 8-12; xxxvi, 1-4; lviii. 1-5; 

oxix. 53, 136, 158. The denunciations and 
threatenings which occur so frequently in 
the writings of the prophets affirm en 
statements. 
The existence and universal spread of 

human depravity were acknowledged. It 
was not merely that correct opinions on this 
subject were entertained ;—the facts of the 
case were confessed: The results of re- 
flection and observation were embodied in 
such passages as Psalm 1. 5, Isa. lili. 6, 

Jer. xvii. 9. The pious felt the influence 
of the evil, and earnestly prayed for sanc- 
tifying, delivering grace. See Psalm 1. 10; 
exix passim ;-oxxxix. 23, 24; exliii 10.~ 

Their prayers indicated a consciousness of 
the universal disease, and a perception of 
the important truth that outward privilege 
did not imply religious character. They 
anticipated the sentiment expressed by the 
Apostle Paul in Rom. ii. 28, 29. 

The sense of di ease and guilt was cons 
nected with melancholy conclusions. In 
proportion to the depth of impression re- 
specting the evil of sin was the conviction 
of impossibility of deliverance, ** If thou, 
O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord 
who shall stand ?" Ps. oxxx. 3. 

8. Respecting the salvation. 
The system of worship insituted by 

Moses, at God's command, was symbolical 
and typical. Its complicated arrangewients 
furnished continual illustration of these two 
truths—the necessity of atonement for sin, 
and the equal necessity for personal holi- 
ness. The first was taught by the sacrifices 
the second by the ceremonies of purification, 
All Jews received these lessons, and the 
impression, in many cases, it may be beliey- 
ed, was profound and lasting ; but the bulk 

of the nation, it is to be feared, were satis- 

fied with the outward acts, without inquiry 
into the latent meaning The lamb, the 

goat, or the pigeon was presented at the 
altar, but there was no thought of sin or 
reconciliation ; the * ashes of an heifer, 
sprinkling the unclean,” were du'y applied, 
but there was no desire to have the heart 
sprinkled from an evil conscience.” 
That the essential features of the gospel 

were shadowed forth, or typified by Mosai- 
cal rites, is now commonly confessed, and 
capnot indeed be denied by any who believe 
in the divine authority of the Kpistle to the 
Hebrews. How far the types were under. 
stood by the Jews themselves, is a question 
of very difficult solution, Genardlly, it is 
Spree: they were not understood at 

: nor is it probable that even those who 
are supposed to have correct views respect. 
ing the leading truths which were thus ob- 
sourely taught, penetrated far beneath the 
surface. 0 gern was not to be 
fully understood, could not be, till the Re- 
deemer had finished his work. : 
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The servants of God unhesitatingly de- 
clared on many eccasions, their firm belief 

in the insufficiency of outward rites, even 
though divinely instituted, to atone or 
cleanse, and the folly and sin of attemptin 
to substitute them for personal piety; an 
the same truths were announced by Jehovah 
himself. 1 Sam. xv. 22; Psalm 1. 7-15, 
li. 16, 17; Isa, i. 10-17, lxvi. 1-4; Hos. 

the rite, by administering it to one who bad 

vi 6; Micah vi. 6-8. 
It is further to be remembered that the 

law of Moses provided no atonement for 
sins wilfully committed against God. These 
were offences ** from which they coull not 

be justified,” Acts xiii. 89. ‘Involuntary 

transgressions of the national covenant and 
certain breaches of duty towards one ano- 
ther, were atoned for in the prescribed 

manner ; but for sin in the strict sense of 

the word, as well as for offences which ex- 

posed to the penalty of death,there was no 
atonement. 

Good men saw this. They saw that the’ 
law taught what it sould not perform, and 
that, after the most rigid observance of all 
its injunctions, there wos a heavy burden 
which it could wot remove, a want 

of moral power which it could not io. 
They longed for something better. “It is 

not possible that the hlood of bulls and of 
goats should take away sins.” *“ The law 

made nothing perfect.” * It was ‘* weak 
through the flesh.” Heb. x. 4; vii, 19: 
+Pem, viii. 3. 

The hope was partially set before them. 
God's design of mercy was gradually un- 
folded. They served him according to the 
light which they had, and-as fresh manifes- 
tations of his will were afforded they re. 
joiced with trembling. Thus they were ac- 
cepted, Believin God as far as he had 

chosen to reveal himself, and living in ac- 

cordance with that belief, their faith was 

* counted for righteousness.” 
It remains, therefore, to point out the 

manner and extent of the divine revelation, 
during the Mosaic economy, in regard to the 
Redeemer, and the work which he would 
accomplish. 

Moses foretold that there would rise up a 
prophet ¢* like unto himself,” to whom rev- 
crent regard and entire obedience should be 

rendered. Duet. xviii. 18, 19. Acts iii. 

22, vii. 87. The Jews understood that 
rediction to refer to the Messiah, and their 

interpretation was doubtless correct. Then 
comes a series of direct prophecies respect- 

ing the Messiah, and the nature, extent, 

with David, and closing with Malachi. 
The key to the prophecies of David, is 

found in the language of Peter, in his rer- 
mon on the day of Rylan (Acts ii. 30); 

—** Being a prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him, that of the 
fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he 
would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 

he, seeing this before, spake of the resur- 

rection of Christ, that his soul was not left 
in hell, neither did his flesh see corruption.” 
This explains the peculiarity of the iT wo 
Psalmist's style. Ie frequently identifies 
himself with his future illustrious descen- 
dant, and speaks in his name. The ex- 

pressions which he Shp are singularly 
varied, indicating, on the one hand extreme 
degradation and suffering,, and a hard 
cob, with enemies—and on the other 
spotless purity, power, victory, benign in- 
fluence, righteous rule, and universal do- 

minion. See 2 Sam. vii. 18, 19, xxii 1-7; 

1 Chron. xvii. 16-18 ; Psalm ii., xvi. 8-10, 
xxii,—xl. 6-10,—xlv, 2-8,~Ilxxii. —xov. 
o, OX. 

Yours ity 
J. M. Cramp. 

w= Acadia College, Oct, 18, 1868, 

What constitutes valid Baptism. 

I thiok all Baptists will agree, that these 
three requisites are essential to the validity of 
baptism : first, ae to tho wet, immersion io 
water; second, an to the subject, a profession 

of fuith in Christ; third, as to the formula, 
the invooation of tho name of the Father, and 
of the'Son, ‘and of the Holy Spirit. la a 
cade where any ove of these three conditions 
was Bot met, we should not hesitate to regard 
the person as uabaptized. Io wny such case 
we should tot regard ourselves as repeating 

and consequences of his work, commencing P 
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received, instead of it, a ceremony which we 
tbould regard as uugatory. 

But iu relation to some other points, our 

| pastors and people do not seem to bave reached 
a common view, Some would probably oon. 
sider it indispensable, that the “@dministrator 
should be a regularly orduined miuister of the 
gospel, or at any rate one who had himsell 
been regularly baptized ; while others would 
regard both these conditions as belonging to | 
the propriety and perfection of baptism, ra- 
ther than to its essence, Again, some make 

the existence of cvangelioal luith in the cub. 
ject, rather than the credible profession of it, 
the criterion of a valid baptism. Unquestion- 
ably, that which qualifies for baptism in the 
sight of God is the inward reality ol disciple- 
ship to Christ, and notany outward prolession 
of being a dicciple. But as even the most 
judicious and careful churches and 
ministers cannot judge ol this iolallibly, 
but will sometimes be deceived, it would fol. 
low trom making this the uoqualified test, 
thut no certainty could be attained io regard 
to the validity of baptism 10 nny given case. 

Nor is this merely a speculative or theo- 
rotioal difficulty : it is eminently u practical 
ouo. For the case has often occu:red, that 
persons whose baptism has been pericoily reg. 

ular 10 all its outward circumstances, bave 

‘cowe to the conclusion, after many years, it 
way be, that they were selt-deceived wt the 

\ime otf their baptism, that tuey had wo 
genuine evangelical faith in Corist, aod that 
tue baptism was consequently invalid. Such 
persons, having come to be persuaded that 
thoy now have genuine faith, are angious to 

have their baptism repeated, or, as they would 
say, to receive true baptism iu place of (ho 
spurious baptisn which they received belore. 
And many Baptist wioisters leel no scruple 
about adwinisteriog the rite to persons of this 
class, We bave known several instancce of 
this nature, and we have reason to belive 
they are mot very woncowmon, ~ So the quis. 
tion 1s & very practical oune, both to the per 
sons who ure dissatisfied with their baptism 

ou this ground, sud to the ministers of be 
gospel who are liable to be called to adminis. 

ter the rite to thew, 
For ourselvés, we have a settled conviction 

tbat it ought not to be administered in such 
cases : —tbat the true oriterion of the validuy 

of the rite is not the certain existence, but the 

credible prolession of faita im Courist; wod 
hence we should regard it as a repetition ol 
the rite, as unabaptisw, to administer it to such 
ersous, lodecd, they would bave to be bap- 

tiged on the eredit of their prolession, vod vot 
ou the certuinty of their possession, of faith, 
the second time as they were the first, unle:s 
God stould miraculously reveal to the adwio- 
istrator that thoy were true believers. We 
would not be understood as intimatiog thst no 
reliable judgment can be formed as to the 
geouiveniss ol any candidate's faith, Oa the 
contrary, we bold most strenuously that, io 
geuersl, true converts way be known to be 
such, tbat ** the chiliren ot God are wani- 
test,” and that the deliberate and carelul judg. 
went of them, by their fruits, oo the put ol 
those who know by experionoe what it is thut 
distinguishes the ohildien of God trom the 
uaconverted will ordinarily ba a correct judg. 
ment. But when the question is concerning 
the validity ol baptisw, aud the repetition ot 
it, there is need of some moro sseured test 

tuan this fallible though ordivarily sate judg- 
ment, Aud the test of orediole protession 1s 
more ascertainable, — Cor, N. Y. Ez. 

- 

The Bright Side out. 

Far away in the gloomy prison of Andor. 
souville, » little drummer-b:y was dyiog.— 
The matted, brown hair was pushed back rom 
(he white brow, and in his wasted, haggard 
foaturce, his fond mother, if she bad seen 

Lim, would soarvely huve recognised the hand 
some, merry-hearted toy, who, a short time 
belore, made pleayant sunshine in her widowed 
hme. 

Manly and paticntly bad he battled with 
the bardships of his prison life, never com 
plaioing never despairing, but hunger and 
exposure of every kind had deve thuir work 
too well, and therefore be could wot escape 
terrible sufferings: But our kind Heavenly 
Father, who never loaves us here to suffer 
wore than is lor our good, scot » gentle mae 
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senger, the angel of meray, to bear his brave 
spirit 10 ** his house of many mansions.” 

The bluo eyes anclosed, the pale lips moved, 
aod the comrade bent his head to catch his 
dying words, ‘ 

Put the brieht side out 'o mother,” he 

said ; and one more prisoner was free, 

The faithful comrade bowed his head and 
wept, aod said, bitterly to himself, ** Ales! 

what side in this terrible prison lifo is bright?” 
Beyond the gloomy stockade, the drummer- 

boy was laid to rest, and the lite of bis com- 
rade was spared to tell the sad story to the 
lonely mother, 
Do you not think, in that boar of terrible 

trial, that it was a great joy to the mother to 

know that her son was brave, and patient, and 
true 7 and that, amid all his sufferings, he 

remembered ber, and wished to spare her all 
possible pain = Little Corporal. 

eR a ® ——————— 

“Out of the mouth of Babes.” 

A certajn minister, no lyoger among the 
living, after preaching the gospel as a good 

Baptist should do, for a number of years, be- 

came somewtat muddled in respect of doctrines 
and cast in his lot among the Methodists. — 

Ere long be lapsed till further, from Armio- 
ianism to Universalism, and for a time advo. 
cated the latter grievous heresy. While thus 
engaged. he was called upon to pray with two 
persons, the one at the point ot death from 

blows itflicted in passion, tho other the mur. 

dere, as the evant proved, 
Wheo be reached home, death having in the 

meanwaile ensued, he related the circumstan. 

ces to the family. A little daughter whom 
he had taken upon his knee listened very at. 
tentively to what he said, ard thea with child.” 
like simplicity inquired, ** Pa, where did the 
man go that was killed 7" ** To beaven, my 
dear,” was the reply. ‘* And where will the 

man go that killed him ? «To heaven,” he 

said. ¢-Oh,” she exclaimed, #1 should think 

the other would be atraid he would kill him 
again.” 

This remark led to serious reflections, and 

finally broke the spell that was upon him,— 

Ho bad learned wisdom from a babe and re- 
turped to the faith {rom which he had departed 
preaching thenceforth that there is to be a 
day in which God will judge tbe world in 

righteousness, ageording to the deeds done in 
the body. 

Letter from Paris. 

BY REV, J. D, FULTON, OF DOSTON. 

Paris is the modern B .bylon. Herehaters 
of God find » home, and lovers of pleasure 
can revel to their tearts’ content, Of Paris 
as a city, of hor public buildings, ot ber 
squares and fountains, of her picture galleries 
sud churches in which Christ is painted with 
all the glories which art can furnish and 
atoney cam buy, you bave heard mao:, and 
need not that L should write uoto you. I 
come to speak of a Sabbath in Paris, for qo 
cannot with propriety speak of the Sabbath o 
Paris. Karly in ho moroiog the poise of 
the city’s din rises in a fierce tumult abrat 

you, and grates upon the ear with barsh dis- 
sonanoe. (Go out iuto the squares and you 
see them full of soldiers on dress parade. — 
Look at the public works and you behold 
workmen busy with hammer aod trowel,—~ 
Look at the streets, and loaded teams and 

hurrying carriages crowd them. Men havea 
weary look, and even the horses, with their. . 
sluggish step, seem to ask, ** Why does nos 
this oity, tbe prideand boast of Romanisw, 

' remember the Sabbath day 10 keep it holy?” 
- Revelation tells of a time coming when the 
bells ot the horses shall give praise to God. 
Yosterday they told of & place were God i: 
hated and scorned. Opening my little Bible 
my eye fell om these pon. They were 
Gods message to my asd heart: * Ye bave 
said it is vain to serve God, sod what profic 
ia it that we have kopt [lis ordinances and 
that we have walked mournfully before the 
Lord ot Ho:ts? And now we eall the proud. 
happy ; yes, they that work wickedness are. 
set up—yea, thoy that tempt God are even 
delivered. Then they that feared God spake 
often one to another, and the Lord heavkened 

and heard it ; aod a book of remembrance 
was. written before Him for them that fesred 


