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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

tho Lord and that thought upon His name,
and they shall be Mine, maith. the Lord of
Hosts, in that dey wheo I make up My jewels;
and [ will spare them as's man spareth his
own son that serveth hiw,”  With that hint
and with that promise I rode out oo my Sab.
bath joy as the sailor launches out upon the
deep, in a sturdy ship, It flashed ioto my
mind as never betore, this is the voryslace to
learn what it i8 to wulk with God and to be
alone with God. Ab, [ was not alone, Though
Catholio churobes are deserted in the day-time
ot Subbath, though there are towns in France
where & dozen people are all that visit a
ohurch, yet in Paris there are those who love
God und who speak often one to another —,
Let me -begin with the American chupel,
situcted on Rue de Berry., Itis an elegant:
structure, and furnisbes an inviting retroat
for the weary pilgrim, Rev. Chas, 8. Robin.
son, late of Brooklyn, is permunent pastor.
It is now nothing more nor less than a Pres.
byterian church, Open comwunionivm did
not pay even there, No church was no
church, Kpiscopaliuns preferred the church
of Kngland, uod what was every body's
busioess came to be nobody's business, and
80, per ucoessity, there, as elsewhere, they
were compelled to breathe a soul into the
liteless body by giviog a creed to the organi.
gation and a shepberd to the flock, The
church evidences proeperity, The pastor is
& cultured gentlemun, clear hewded, warm.
bearied, not easily duped, with no predilec-
tions towards Iome, und Baviog no ltear of
Pope or emperor betoro his eyes when he
talks about the mummeries of the papacy or
ol ritunlism, ° Dr. Fowler, of Utica, N. Y.,
preached -a plain and practicsl. discourse,
which refreshed cur bearts and belped us on-
our way, There is a Sabbath school at 10
A. M., preachiog- at 11 1.2 and 8 1-2,
praycr weetiog in the evening. The congre-
gation was good, and the promise of useful-
ness groat, At 2 P, M., | went to the Eglise
Baptiste, 19 Rue des Bons Enfants Pres de
Palais Royal, v Lepoids Pasteur, Itis in an
upper cbember, tor which more then five
buodred dollars per anoum is paid.  The lo- |
cation is central, and the room.is inviting.

Rev. A, Dez was engqied with the Sabbath|
I

school as ['entered. He is the pioneer of
the good work in this eity, having come here
more than 14 years ago to the help ot bro.
Willard, and baviog labored in the work until
an affection of the beart caused bim to resign
his place. He is w model geitlewan, and has
the coufidence of every one as a devoted

e - e a——

he Bapti;t denomivation alood is” without a t;eing somewhat uncourteous to strangers, as ho had been enabled to accomplish, snd felt

oo obapel, This%s a sad but truthiul utten.
ance.
the g;oplo in it [ tound in'the upper room of
our
thousand pounds, Theodore Monod, justly
praised and dearly loved, led a prayer meetibg
on Sabbath evening, in which thirty men an
womon gathered, while there are often more
meet in private honses on week evenings with
pastors Lepoids and Dcs.  What ought to be
doue.is plainly this, We should build a fioe
Baptist chapel in as good a street as the Rue
St, Berry, in whioh we should bave one of
our best American ministers preach in the
morning, give up the afternoon to the Freoch

astor, and in the evening gsther all together,
g'fenoh and Koglish, to pray and study God's
Word. The Baptist church in Paris repre-
sents our churches faithtully in doctrine,—
[1ad pastor Dcx beon ready to comprowmise on
the question of commuuion the church might
have u house of worship. If we would keep
the light brightly burniog here we must supply
oil. The oil is needed in the shape of a com-
tortable, commodious and convenient chapel.
[t should be made the headquarters of the
Baptist faith oo the Continent, The chureh is
bere. They koow God, They have the con.
fidence of the community, They npeed help.
Never have I seen a more open door. Twen-
ty thousand pounds will do what is ncoessary
to be done. Who will arise? There are
elements of puccess lying about us unem.
ployed,  Let us wheel them into scrvice, [t
cannot be doubted that this is the righ* thing.
The place of worship for the churoh is now
centrally looated, it must needs remain 80—
Paris pevds a buildiog like Tremout Temple
which will pay as an investment, and whose
revenuo shall be used for the goud of men and
the glory of God. Where 18 the Timothy
Gilbert who will arise and build ?

Yours for the taith,
Paris, Aug 25, 18068,
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HALIFAX, OOTOBER 21, 1868,

The Pew System

in houses for publie worship is often'denounced,

or made the subject of unfavorable remark.
Some parties, who feel but little Ffesponai.

bility resting upon them, would take credit

Christian, a politic, far-sceing manager who
could sately be entrusted with great respocsi-
bilities, 1t was good to be in the place of
which I bad read so wuch, and for which we
bad 50 often prayed. The room is low, the
pulpit is plaio, the chair benhind it simply a
high stool, the house is seated with chairs, the

‘people ure ot the working-clars; the look of

every thing bas service and utility, not pomp
and parade stamped upon it, Io a few wé-
meuts the house began to fill up, Tramp,
tramp, they come : men that look.d business,
women that were not ashamed ot Jesus, and
from whose brow the cloud of supesstition
bud rolied away ; among the women an aged
negress, This gave o home look, Time for
service had come, All rise, and a short
prayer is offcred, as is the custom in all Pro.
testant ohurches, Now a bywn is given out,
one vergo is read. The hymn is familiar,and
a.l eing. The language is different from our
own, but the melody floats us on, and with |
the people we worship God,

Pastor Lepoids is & man of God. His
heart is great and his life is greater, No
wouder Dr, Warren loves him. In faith
they are like each other, The sermon wus
from Galatiuns 6: 7—'* Whatsoever a man
soweth that sball he also reap.” The people
were moved by it because the man was
moved. It was all explained why there is
continuous prosperity here. They believe in
God, they love Jesus and work for Him with
a will. They are full of faith and of love,
They obtain it when they get near this warm-
hearted pastor. At the close of the sermon
I was introduced, and spoke through Rev,
W. N, Cote as so interpreter, and promised
thew that we would meet them at the throne
of grace on the first Sabbath eve ot Novem-
‘ber, and would unite in praying for a revival
in Paris. L:t other churches do the same,
In oll my travels on the Continent I bave
found no greener spots in the wilderaess than
were found in Paris, The Baptist cburch is
s nutleus of power and & fountain of bless.
ipgs. DBut there are a great many other
churches., I was at the church of Rev. de
Pressovse and of Rev. Theodore Monod.
Botb are doing » grand work, There are
wonderful men at work for God in Paris, all
of whom deserve to be known across the seas,
At presnt let us concentrate our thoughts
upon the needs of our Benjamin, Of the
luture of our Baptist cause bere it is impos-
sible to-speak with certainty. Of the noeds
of the cause I may speak with definiteness.—

to themselves for possessing » larger share of
benevoleot feeling on behalf ot their fellow.
meo than others, are somatimes heard callin
out for the sittings in churches to be made
free to all comers, as opposed to what they
regard as the exoclusiveness of the pew.sye-
tem, R 45 v

There are doubtless some evils conveoted
with the plan of appropriatiog a particular
place for edch person er family in a church
edifice ; but not such we think as need inter.
fere with accommodetion being supplied
for all who wish to join in public worship,
either oooasionally or more regularly, with
any particular congregation of christians,

Where a prcper state of feeling exists, al-
though the pew-system may prevail in & con.
gregation, a cordial welcome—in harmony
with the spiritof the gospel inviiation—should
be given to any, and all, who may be disposed
to unite with them'ip religious exercises. We
seriously question whether parties comiog
ioto & church and findiog vacant places, after
the hour for commencing the worship ot God,
bhave not the right to occupy such places in-
dependently of the persons who havea pecu.
niary claim tothem. Any well behaved per.
son could not properly be refused a place
whilet one remaioed unoccupied. The house
of God is not in all respects like private
property. It has duties a8 well as privileges.

he agcommodation  of visiters, howerer
whether they be strangers or residents in the
locality, shou!d not rest on any abstract publis
rights or those of private individuals, It is
sufficicnt that it be understood by parties oo-
cupying any certain portion of the sanctuary,
that they regard it as held by them simply to
use during the appoioted hours of wouiip,
and that when not io use by themselves sach
portion is, to all intents and purposes, free to
others as the gospel. With this understand.
ing, we think there never need be any serious
di&onlsin or troublesome  scruples eoter.
tained respecting the pew system. Many of
its advaotages are very evideot. It supplies
families with their own places adapted to
their necessitics and pre.erences, and enables
christians to know where they may find their
fellow-christians, when present in the congre-
gation, #o a8 to join with them in the devo.
tions of the sanctuary, and cultivate the fel-
lowship for which they unito together.

These thoughts have been suggested to us
by reading in one of our & state-
meat respecting a certain House of worship,
 the attendants of which had the reputation of

he Werleyan chapel, with not balt |

follows : -

|

~ago, a merchant of the eity, distingu

church, and, no one offcring bhim a seat, he
walked slowly up the aisle till be reached a chair
. under the pulpit, in which he deliberately seated
bimeell, facing the congregation. Presently a
gentleman came to him and invited him to bis
pew, but he politely declined the tardy pay-
ment of the respect due to a stranger, :
At another time, a lady, also a stranger, was
shown into a pew where were other ladies
Pretty soon a card, on which was written, * This
pew is occupied,” was
the pew, right before

ioned on the front of
er face, Having read
it, she very ccolly took it down, wrote on the
back, “1 am aware of it," and replaced it
‘The pre-occupants found they bad their match
in the post-occupant, and let her quietly alove
after that,” :

The piquancy of these two cases will be
enjoyed by our readers. We regard them as
good illustrations of what is too otten ocouring
10 many other places of worship,

1t it wero considered by christians general.
ly, how much is dependent on a little courteous
attention to persons outside, or just oo the
verge, of a congregation, they would be less
sparing  of their iovitations. The church
door is the turning poiot of many a lite of
christian devotedness or of scepticism and in.
fidelity, Good manners alone should teach
regular worsbippers to offer facilities to
others who are less favored than thomselves,
in being provided with accommodation, bus
when the love of Christ animates the heart,
& new motive prompts to such acts of atten:
tion and kinduess on“every suitable opportuni.
ty. Christian, Reader, soe that you miss no
opportunity ot saying to those likely to acoept
such iovitation ;—* Come with us and we
will do you good.”

-

The Rev. Albert Barnes, D. D,

On Friday evening last a meeting, the
first of a series for the study of the Old Tes.
tament, was held inthe Vestry of the Granville
Street Baptist Church, The first chapter of
Genesis was-taken up and the wonderful work
of Creation, as made known in the first por-
tion of that chapter, was under consideration,
the Pastor, Rev, E. M. Saunders, announe-
ed duripg the evening that the Rev. Dr,
Baroes, ot Philadelphia, wae presect, aod in.
vited him to participatein the exercisesof the
evening.

Towards the close of the meeting oneof the
members arose and made some reference to the
valuable works of Dr. Barnus and their ex-

€| tensive usefulness ; and stated that he bad

used them more or less, almost every weck, for
more than a quarter-of-a-century, He re.
grettod that it had not been known that Dr,

would be present, or many others
besides the company in attendance would, vo
doubt, have been pleased with the opportunity
of meeting him. After & few further re-
marks he submitted the following resalution
which was eeconded, and after a few prelimi.-
nary obscrvations from the Rev, E. M. Saun-
ders, was put to the meeting and unanimously
adopted :

Whereas, the Rev, Dr. Barnes, the author of
s0 wany volumes of Biblical literature, from
which Sabbath School Teachers and other
Christians have derived much instruction, and
will continue to do for ages yet to come, being
bere presont, we take the opportunity of ex-
pressing our pleasure io meeting one lor whom
weo feel 80 much veneration and respect. e

Be it therefore resolved, That we extend to
Dr. Barnes our very cordial welcome to this city
and ofter bim our most sincere thanks for all the
good we have received from bis literary labors ;
and we trust that the closing years of his life
may bo cheered by the consideration of having
lived tor the good of many thousands. We trust
that be may rejoice in the prospect of meeting, in
the future world of blessedoess, with many of
those who bave been themselves greatly bene-
fitted by bis works in understanding more clearly
the Word ot God, and aided in their efforts to
be useful to othere.

On this resolution being adopted and
preseoted by Mr, Bauoders, Dr, Barnes
arose and gpoke at some length on the circum-
stance of his being present. He had arrived
in Halifax on Wednesday evening, and after
going to the hotel be had come out to see if
he oould find any religious meeting. Seein
the vestry-lighted up he had enquired ao
found that a prayer-meeting was being held.
Ho was gratified with the wmeeting. and on
hearing it announced at the close that another
meetiog would be held on Friday eveniog for
s Bible Loeoture, te had determined if possi-
ble to come. He knew po n in the city,
and was greatly surp to fiod himselt
koown here, and to learn that his books bad
been used s0 much by the Baptists and oth-
ers, a8 had been stated. He was now de-
barred from labor, apd, by bis loss of oig‘:t,
especially from reading and writing. This
was to him a great deprivation. Ho bhad no
'ides belore he begsn to write of doing what

“ It is said that on & certain Sunday, years| bave beeu ol servioe to others. L
e f-’heg for | ©d some of tho steps by which he had been

aptist church, cost not less than twenty 'his benevolence, since deceased, went there to~led. to-write what he bad, At first .ho had. 5

written for an hour or two cach morning, and

e s o —

thaokful that anything be had done should
Dr. B. relat.

finding pieasure on doing eo, bad continued
his work, He was much pleased to meet
those who bad received any good from his
writiogs,

Dr. Barner is somewhat above the ordinary
height, slight in form, and with an expression
of muoh amiability— uot unlike one of our
own Nova Sootin Fathers, the late Rev,
Joseph Dimook. |

We met Dr, B. oo Saturday, and although
advanced to about three-score and ten years,
we leurned from him that he had just been
lor a walk of six or scven miles.

Although we donot wholly agree with some
of the sentiments given in Barnes' Notes on
the New Testament, yet we shall have a new
and warmer attachment for them now that we
bave enjoyed so pleasant an interview with
their author,

——

o e o ——

We bave omitted before to acknowledge
the reception of a copy of the CaLeNpar of
Kina's Corrror 1858, for whioh the Secre-

thaoks, . From itewe learn that ** the staff of
Protfessors remains unchanged—and the bum.
ber ol students has pot beea less “than the
geoeral average,”

The Collegiato School is under the charge
of the Rev. G. B. Dodwell, M. A, Cartab,
whose recommendations are of the highest
order,

The Secretary in his introductory note ree
marks that *¢ the zeal with which other de-
nominations concentrate their energies on
their own peculiar institutions is worthy of
imitation by the members of the Church as
regards their College and its affiliated
academy.”

S o e ——
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McAvreiNg's Nova Scoria  Dinkorory
1868.9. This Directory is far in advance ot
its predecessors, The arrangement of the
towns, viliages &e., of this proviooe in alpha.
betical order instead of by counties we re-
gard as a great improvement—and more cone
venient for reference. 'T'he St. John, Mone
treal, Quebec and Toronto Business Directury
is far more complete than has hitherto ap-
peared and will efford great advantages to
business men, The Appendix ocontaivs in.
formation which is always in demand ; such
a8 Dominion, Province, and Civie officials,
Posta! regulation, Tariff Daties, Lists of
Justices of the peace, Ministers of churohes,
Newspapers, Managers of public and Bone-
voleut institutions &eo. &o. Krery publie
office and every merchant should have a
oop’.

“Tan Purmovrn Pureir” is a weekly
amphlet containing a Serwon by Heory Ward
eecher, reported by his permission, and pub-
lished at $2.50 per anoum, by J. B, Ford &
Co, New York—Nos. 1 & 2 have come to
band,

. - . —

NEWS SUMMARY.

The elections in Great Britaio appear to be
occapyirg the attention ot the public almost
to the exclusion of all other matters, The
great leaders of the Liberal party are calou-
lating on a trinmph over the present govern.
‘meot and ite supporters. Mr, Gladstone is
ursuing his canvass in Lancashire with vigor,
he Irish Church abuses and the noed of re-
form in them is the public qestion which is
made the great staple ol the canvase,

The Fionancial policy ‘of the government is
attacked, but this occupies a very subordinate
position in the eyes of the clectors, 1t is
considered necessary that the [rish grievances
shall bo redressed whatever may be the con-
sequenve. The separation of Church and
State is beld by all parties as the ultimate
result of carrying. out the poliey inau-
gurated by the late vote against the govern.
ment in the House of Commons.

There appears to be but little doubt that
the resalt of the elections in the United
States will place Ulysses 8. Graot in the
Pruldentisf chair of the United States. The
recent victories of the Republican party give
large mejorities in its favor,

 Hotices, &c

Rev. Rossnr 8. Morron.~As many of this
esteemed Brother’s friends, scattered in different

rts of the country, aware of his disaster, are un-

oubtedly desirous to know how he is, it may be
well to publish a brief notice respecting him.

I visited him yesterday (the 13th inst.) and found
him still In a helpless state, but mending slowly.
It seems that hé can now move the toes of one foot
a little, and can feel some sensation in his legs.
His back has also gained & little strength; and he
does not suffer as much as formerly., It is there-
| fore hoped that he may be raised up in process of
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