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To tho Jows Jesus of Nasaroth was an of-
fonee, nnd his oross the symbol of wenkness and
shame,  They demanded a sign from heaven, px-
tornnl supernatural evidence, an tho ground of
their fhith,  They despised and rejected the Son |
of Mary and the Son of God, whom Paul preachs
od with all the energy of his great and loving
soul we the only hope of humanity, 'The trutha
ol the Gospel wore too humiliating for their proud
and earnnl hearts. to  recoive, Windom, or a
setonve systom, wans sought, alter hy the Greoks,
A sublime philosopher, bailding up geoad  de -
monstrations of the existence of the Supreme Boing,
the eroution of mattor, origin of evil, nature of
virtue, present and future well being  of man,
wan their ohjeet of desire,  Kxpooting the tenoh-
ings of the Academy, the Garden and the Poreh
=~ to oulminate in the groat Jowish Prophet, they
consldored 16 an dosult o be told that exaltation
cnine from the humility of Christ, glovy from
Hin shinvme, blessing from his bearving the Curse
of the law, which man had  broken, life from
Hin death, nod w trlumphant immortality - from
His resurreotion,  To proolsim such a Gospel as
this wus foollshness, to believe it madness, Not-
withstanding the Apostle held furth  the orucis
fied, decluring that o both Jows  and  Grecks,
onllod of God, onlightened by His Spivit, and born
from whove, Clrist was no longer an absurdity
and w stumbling-block, but the manifostation ol
tho All=wise nnd the Almigty One, the wisdom
of God wnd the pewer of God,

What e power ? 1t is an ohject of sense, It
has hoen sidd that no proper notion oun be form-
od of power, that it Is w velation which the mind
concelves Lo oxist hotween one thing going  be-
fore und nnother thing coming alter, All that
in porecivod i suooession,  When one thing iy
varinbly sucooeds another, they wro not oonneot

od togothor us onuso and offeot, and viewed undor
that velation, but the ides of power s formed
and the wind wilivms that thero isa vietuo, eflions
oy, or force i the one to produce the other ; and
that the connection botween them I8 not only
uniform and unvaried, bt universal and neces-
onry.  Now what s this, in ite - last  aonlysis?
To déworibe it un the ability to do womething, or
as that which In one person or thing orviginates
or produces unuther, !u saying nothing fianl  or
convlusive, tor the quostion stildl remains, W hat
Is ability, virtue, rlAvm:y' or toree ¥

Power s dorived from a word contaluing  the
iden ol exiatonoe, us may be scen in such relative
terms ae poseible, potenoy, potentinl,  When we
think of substunco wo forw w notion of somethin
thut exists, (hut stays in - oxistence, though it
iy chiwnge He formy, and that has  certain . pro-
pertivs, but what nre these but the powdrs it
possessos.  From mere existonce, ws in the case
ol stones, houses, stenmbouts, the mind P sos Lo
o highor sulwtance, a lito, an intolligence, a will,
Wopersonndity, that Twprossed upon the stone it
proporties, lormed the house, fishioned the boat,
and put into water the eXpansive foree which s
developed by the npplication of heat, now indis-
penmabilo tothe commercinl and mechunical pro
gress of the worldy  Power is the vesult ol lile
wnd intolligence, Tt ds w property ol wind,
From tho operations of wind the iden of power
in generwtod, L The mind s affeoted  through
tho senres by externnl ohjoots, 2, Through the
bradn, the nervous and musoular bystems, it aots
upon foreign bodies, 3, It nots apon iwell,
chunging nud  raling its thoughts at plensure,
LG dw wn old definition of wmind snd matter ; mind
i thut whieh moves ; mattor s thut which is
moved 5 und there oun be no  motion without
power, und no power without life and intelli+
“l‘l“'l'.

Pawer thea I a manifestation of mind, and is
I proportion to the amount of mind,  Man has
more than the evontures below him,  In Gaod the
*Highest  wnind= Porfeot intelligon o-~there s
Almighty Power—its mngo inflinity, its duration
olernity, und eternity in ** the lite-time of God,
Power tn ity lust auu{you 8 the manfestation of
God.  T'o thin conclusion o elassitiontion of the
virlons kindws of power will leads  Dr, MoCosl
Clussifios thom t'mu: L Force in inenimate
ohjeets, 2. Vil power—-vegotable and ani:
mal, 3. Rocliprocal wotion of mind and hody,
4o Montal wotion, 6. The  human will, 6.
Divine onusation,”  God iy the ennee of onuses

l

Himsell uncaussd,  Jehovah is everlusting and
omnipotent,  God s the foundation of life,
“Ood hath spoken onee ; twice have 1 heard

this, that !umur helongoth unto God, There s
no power butol God, — The thunder of his power
who enn undorstund,"  Buch is the testimony of
Mosos, Duvid, wnd Puul,

The power of God, the manifostation He makes
of Himwelf In in keoping with His holiness, wis-
dom, und benevolence,  ** Righteousness and

Judgement wro the habitation of LHis Throne,”

that He should repent.*

Ci dmpossible for God o he, * He s not a
man that Ho should lie, neith <) the son of man

(God works no contra
dictions, It would he unworthy of His perfeot-
tion, A oonteadiotion i not & veality. It is
cither an infirmity, or a logieal quibble of
finite, sintul mind,  God deals in facts and  re-
alition, in things that exist, and as He has made
them, The Apostle argues that Jehovah's
eternnl power und Godhead are  mwanifested und
understood from the matevinl ereation, and in
the intelligent orenturcs He has formed in His
own image ; into whose nostrils He has breath-
ed the breath of livew; putting o Apirit into
them ; and by His own inspiration giving them
an understanding,  But most o all is the power
of the Almighty Futher manifested in holiness,
Windom and love, in the gifv of His only begotten
Soi, Jomin the Christ, the brightness of His
glory, the express image of His person, God
wanifost in the flesh,  Christ is the manifesta-
tion of God,  Christ is the power of God,

That Ohvist i the power of God, muy be es-
tablished by considering Him before his'incarna-
tion, in Hi inenvontion, and in His ascension,

First.  Before His incarnation,

L, The Noviptures clearly prove the existence
of Christ betore His inearnation,  The  Kvange-
list doclures that, ** In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God.” 'Tho same
was in the begioning with God.,”  Jesus said
to the Jows, ** Before Abrahaw was 7 am.” 1
Lis prayer, before he entered on His agony, e
usod these words, * Father, glorily thou me with
thine own self, with the glovy which I had with
thee hefore the world was." David, in singing
of the mighty wnd uu\ivstiu Messinh, exclaims,
“Thy throne, O Gad, is forever and ever ; the
soeptro ol thy kingdom is a rightsooptre,” 1n
the Revelution He 18 desceribod as the Alpha and
Omegn, the beginning and the ending, the Lovd
who was, who is, and who ¥ to come—the Al
mighty, Christ is the_true God and eternal
lifo. ¢ Tt ploaned the Fafher that in Him dwell-
oth ull the falness of the Gadhead bodily,” As
God, Chivist s KEverlasting and Almighty,  He
nlways was, and He ever shall be, there is no
bound, no limit, to His power,
~ & Christ is the Creator of all things,  Jeho-
vah does not come forth and ereato,  Clouds und
darkness wre round abéut Him, He hides him-
sell, NG wan has soen God at any time.  He is
the King oternal, imwmortal, invisible, He pur-
posos and detormines,  Christ roven's and oxe-
cutos,  Christ is the Avin of the Lord—God in
manilestation and” action,
iddrosses us internally by moving immediantel
and direotly onour minds wnd hearts ; Christ
comes Lo us extornally in erention and Lis incar-
nation, and speaks “to us through our senses,
wnd thus the complex man is touchedut botly
points of his being, and & practival’argument for
the Trinity of the God-head is found in the in-
telleotual “and - spivitual  wants of  humanity,
AT things were made by Christ, and without
Him wan not anything wade that was made.
OF Him, and through hilu. and to Hiw are all
things, By Him were-all things created that
are-in Heuven, and that ave inearth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions,
or prinoipalities or powers; all things - were
erentod by Him, ai d for Him, and he is before all
things, He stretohed out the north over the
cinpty space, and hung the earth upon nothing
He fustened the fhundatious of the ourth, laid
the corner stone thereof, and established the
world that it eannot be woved, Christ has
mensired the waters inthe hollow of his hand,
meted out heaven with o span, comprehended the
dust of the enrth in a measure, weighed the
mountuing in seales, and the hills in & balance.
Ho strotehed the heaveus as w curtain, and spread
them out as w tent to dwell in; made Aveturus
Ovion, Pleindes, and the chumbers of the South :
binds the sweot influcnces of the Pleindcs, and
looses the bunds of Ovion ; brings  forth  Mug-
sroth in his seoson ; guides Arcturus with his
sons i commandeth  the san, and it riseth not,
and scaleth up the stavs ; bringeth out their
host by number: callecth them all hy ther
nwimes by the greatness of his might, for that he
In strong in power uot one faileth,”

d. But Cheist upholdeth all things by the
word of his powey, By him all things con-
elat.” Ho keeps Nature steady and uniform in
all it operations, and can hrimﬂyu on‘the plane of
e unifovmity wn_extraordinary et of power
whenever he pleases,  The permanence of wind
and matter inin Christ,  The materinl universe
s sustnined by Him,  Suns, stars, and systeis
=l worlds wre prosorved by Him,  He keopw
angels and men in existence, * In Him we
live and move,"” - Beeause He lives, wo live also
Al things and all erented beings depend on sue-
conelve nots ol his will,

4. Christ governs and controls all * things.
The Kternal Father rales through his Son, “u
says, 1 have setiny King on my holy hill of
Zion."  Christ's throne is in the heavens, and
Hw Kingdo u extonds over all,  He controls time
wid space, und all worlds,  He reigns over  the
univorse,  The reing of cmpire ave Lield by Him
and he sways the seoptee of houndless dominion,
The heights and depths, sod lengths and breadths
wre embracod hy His - government, and subjoot
to His contral,  ** He ﬁm-th neoording to his will
in the nrmy of hoaven and among the inhabitants |
of the earth ; and none ean stay his hands, or

o loss of power in Christ when he created the

The Fpirit of God wte ™ L0 drive them from the shores of his beloy-
ed England, than when in Royel state ho was|
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heavens, theearth,the sen, and all that is in them.,
In ereation Christ made matter ; in His incarnas
tion he entered into it, and thus showed a greas
ter degree of power over it. e took not on
him the nature of angels, but the seed of Abra-
ham, He made Adam, and in the fulness of
time he not only came near to humanity, but
took it upon him ; and * us the children were
partakers of flesh and blood, he also took part of
the same, that through death he might Jvntrny
him that had the powepawf death, that is the
devil; and deliver them who through foar of death
were ull their lifotime subject to bondage.” In
his humilintion Christ placed his power under
voluntary limitation, He held it in repose and
reserve, to be used only at his Father's command
but there is no loss of divine energy, It is ad-
Justed and fitted to the wecomplishment of cer-
tin ends determined hy the ’\‘rimu- God, and
which could net-bo brought ubout in any other
way,  Man could . not go up to God, but God
could come down to man in humaa form, and
take that form up with Him to the highest
heaven, 1t is faoulty and genius in & nman o
come down to impress, attract, instruct, wd
cloevate ohildhood, ~ Christ showed | is LA LN
in wming down to be a Servant and & Saviour,
A little girl's iden of God wiw, “Uhat he wus
80 large that heaven could not hold him, and
8O smnll that hg could come into her little
heart, "

2. The incarnation of Christ is an amazing
exbibition of power,  The very nwme Jesus,
whioh desiginies move -especially the manhood
of the Lodeemer, signifigs | nlm{l be powerful,
Jesun s the Son of Man, and at the sawe time
the Son of God,” He limits hiwself, and still
vetwing his exsentinl divinity—he veils his splen-
dour, and yet loses not his native glory. In his
hamanity he reveals God to fan, and man
to  himsolf'; strikes at the root of human
sellishness and  vaulting ambition aiming at
the high places wod grand prizes of earth
and furnishes strength and sympathy to his dis-
elples in the trinls of life nmf godliness,  Christ
in the revolation of the highest virtue, and the
embodiment of the purest love,  He comes down
(o suve and exalt the childven of men.  Alfred
was preator, when, disguised ns o shepherd win-
strel he entered the Danish camp alone, that he
might know the strength of his encwies and take

surrounded by his courtiers.  ‘louching  the
wants of o sintul race, Christ was greater and
more powerful in the manger and the garden, on
the cross and in the sepulehre, than when He
crented the world and the sons of God shouted
lor joy, and He recoived the homage of ungelio
hosts,  The child is the mighty Gaod, the sontis
the Everlusting Father,  Great is the wmystory of
godliness, God manifest in the flesh,

4o Christ as the power of God in his hife.  His
life was perfoct, rounded and complete,  Apart
from the salvatiin of our souls, we are infinitely
indobted-to tiod for the gift of his Son—n sinless
man, & perfoot example. Oae who ool say
to his FKwes ** Which of you convinceth we of
i and again, * The prince of this world
voweth, and hath nothing in we.”  Though
tempted in all poiuts like as wo arve, yot ho was
without sin, IL) was laultless and without re-
buke ; holy, harmless, undefiled and soparate
from sinuers,  In this vespect Christ stands
alone, and is not o bo nuwbered mmong the sons
of men,  He is God's only begotten und well-be-
loved son, In him  the Thrice Holy One
finds no  blemish, and declares himselt well
leased,  How impressive is the life of Christ,
k\'hn can read ity and believe it, and not be moy-
ed hy it? The life of the God-man is the power
to subidue, save, and exalt the childven ol men,
and raise our world, the wbode of sin, until it
becomes one of the outposts of' the New Jerusa-
e,

4. The power of God is felt in the words of
Christ,  The Samarvitang said of' Simon the  sop-
corer, pretending to foretel future ovents  that
he was ** The grent power of God.”  But Christ
in his teaching is the demonsteation of the spirit
and of power. ** Never wan spuke like this
man,'" s the testimony of the _officers sont hy
the Sanhedvim o approhend  Jesus, -~ Christ do-
clres that the words he speaks ure spirit anl |
lite, 1 am the Way, the Tvuth and t%m Lifo,
| am the Resurvection and the Life, Comwe unto
mo all ye that labor and ave heavy laden, and |
will give you rest,  Christ's disciples fvoling the
virtue of his lite-give words say to him, 1/
whom ean we go, thou hast the words of eternnl
lite.”"  The multitudes ncknowledgod that Christ

spoke with wuthority and power.  His utternneo |
cofivineed his hearers thut ho understood them
thovoughly, kuew the thoughts and and intents !
o their hearts, and that there was nothing hid- |
den in their inmost souls from his omuiscionce, |
Lo hungry and thivsty souls Lis words ¢nime as
did the manon in the desert and the water from
the tlinty rock to the distiossed Israelites. Loy
were sweeter than honey and the  honey mmfb

were opposed to his reign o

On those that
meekuess and love, his denunciations fashed

sy unto him, What doest thou 2 Christ is
King of Kings and Lord of Tords,  The wrath |
of men wnd the rage of devils are overraled hy |
him, 80 as to praise him, wnd the remainder he
restining,  ** The government is upon his shoul - |
devy, and of its inorease there shall be no end.
Let not the vehellions  exalt themselves ; lot the |
kings nnd judges of the earth be instructed, and
rcd‘ﬁm with trembling, lest he break them with |
wrod of fron and dash them in pieces like o
potter's vessel, |

Necondly, - Christ 15 the power of God in His
mearnation,

1o But some man may sy there is a loss of

ower heve, und that God in human flesh conses

0 bo God. 1t wmight as well be urged there was

ike lightning and fell like thander. Mis  word
is the same now, for the Christ that is in it is
mighty, and it never can beccome wenk and

old, 1t shall always flourish in unfading youth.
“AEis quick and powerfuly” sharper thal any
two-edged sword, piercing even Lo the dividing
asundor of soul and spirit, undof the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart,"

O, But in the miracles of Christ  the power
of God is plainly seen, Tho words used in the
Now Testament to express  those manifestutions
of divine enorgy are wonders, wonderful things,
signs, glovious things, strange things, mighty
works of power.  Hevo power s evidently the
root terin, and the source of the signs, wonders
wnd glorious things, and at once carries the mind
up to God ; as Nicodemus said to Ohrist, ** No

)i
33
‘ -
man can do these miracles that thou doest ex®
cept God be with him.”  There is no dificulty
betwoeen the miracle and the order of nature
when it is considered that nature signifies thyt
which is  born, evolved, developed, and that it
looks toward the future, implying that which
shall be as woll ns that wlaiv,n 8. Nature is w
part of the established order of creation, exe
pressing the immunent presence andsenergy of
crentive power ; and the supernatural is the
transcendent net of God indicattng ‘the transcens
denco of the divine will.  The natural and the
supernatural belong to one systew ; both are
produced by the one infinite mind ; both make
up the unchangeable plan of Jehovah, Grant-
ing the being and pm'h'utiunn of God, there is
nothing improbable in the supernatural, and o
miraculous eyent may be established by the
testimony of npproved witnesses ; and  such is
furnished in tho Seriptures of Trath,  The mirae
olew of (" rist, proclaiming his benevolence, his
redemptive character, his victory over the King-
dom ol evily and his almighty power, huve been
beaatifully classitiod in o recent volume by one
of the masters in our lsrael,

(1) Over the properties of nature ; turning
water into wine.  Here was a change in quality.
T'he increase of the loaves and fishes was w change
in (uantity.

(}r) “Over the laws of nature : He walked on
thie waters of Galilee, and stilled the storw.

4. His deminion over physioal evil +  Ho
cnst out devils,

0. His dominion over his own person, over
his own destiny, absolute and complote, in
which he shapes that desting in the interosts
ef redemption : He nrose from the dead, ascended
and sat down at the right hand of the Majosty
on high,"

O, Chrast's control over himself is the great-
est evrdenee of power © dlimself ho  would not
save,  Kvory pang appointed  him he endured;
He drained the bitter cup to the very dregs. Ho
never passed over limitacions which he hnﬁQ o=
seribed for himsell in obedience to his Father,
Had he drawn on his reserve of almighty powee
to save himsell from suffertng, then  Satain had
guined o vietory ; but as in the wilderness, so
in the gloomy garden, ho rosisted the tenpta-
tions of the devil, wrestled with the powers of
darkness wlone, and came forth in -his bloody
sweat and extreme  physical weakness, the con-
queror of the legions of hell.  He died voluntar
ity. No muan took his lifo trom him ; he lnid
it down of himself, and he took it ugain.  Not
like Auron and the sons of Lovi, who were made
aftor theslaw of o' carnal commandment; the
Gireat High Priest, in the power of an endless
life, rose from the dead, tore awny the bars of
death and the grave earried captivity captive,
and was declared to be the son of God  with

ower, necording to the sparit of holiness,  And
'mviug spoiled principalities and rm\'m'u, mnking
n show of them oponly, triumphing over them,
his humilintion and death the means of hin vig-
tory, he usoended to the right hand of the Mujes-
ty on high.
“And death’s last hope, his strongest for and prison,

Is shattered, never to be built again

And He, the mighty captivo=1lo iy risen,
Leaving behind the gate, the bar, the chalp.”

“ 1. His power over the conditions of time
and space, l‘lu cured . the nobleman’s absent
son., '

2. His dominion over nature.

The sublime utterances of Isainh and David
may be apiplied to the exultation of Jesus and
the rapture of the heavenly hosts heholding their
ascending King: ** Who I8 this that cometh
from Edom, with dyed garments from  Bowrah ?
this that is glovious in his upluml, travelling in
the greatness of his strength 7 And the Gloei
ous Oue usserts, ** 1 that spenk in righteousness,
mighty to save, 1 looked, and there was none
to help ; and | wondered that thero was none to
uphold ; therelore mine wrm hruuﬁht silvation
unto me.”  And they sang, ** Lif up your
heads, oh ye gates, and be li&mlur ye ovorlast-
ing doors, and the King of glory shall come in,
Who is the King of .:fur\ 7 The Lopd strong
and mighty, the Lord wighty in battle,

Thirdly,  Chiast is the power of  God in his
ASCCNSION,

L. Uf Christ was the power of God before-his
incarnation, and when he was humble and  found
in the hikegess of men, most evidently kv 13 the

power of Godin his  ascension, victoriods and
glorified, to his seat on the middle throne beside
the Eternal Father. |lis POWer is more npparent

now, and felt more than ever before. The pro-
gress of Christionity wakes it more and more
manifest,  He is not only the embodiment of
powor, but he has wll the authority and advan-
tage ol the highest rank wnd  the  greatest 1=
sources.  Johovah has said unto hfm, ‘NIt at
iy right hand until I wake thine enemies thy
tootstool,  The Lord shall send the rod of th

strength out of Zion ; rulo thow in the midst of
thine enemies.”  Josus rules over all  worlds.
He has all power in heaven and earth. The
gloritied lmmuml,y of Jesus, in eternal union
with unereated divinity, is on the throne of the
universe, and all forees, material and spivitual
visible and invisible, ure subject to his control
und obedient to his command,  The thought of
Christ’s exultation is one of great lnpressive-
ness,  When the Jews heard that God hind made
the same Jesus whow they had erucified, hoth
Lord und Christ, they sald unto Peter nud the
rest of the Apostles, ** Men and brethron, whive
shall we do?”  T'he power of the living and s
cended  Christ, as oxpressed in the wirnole
wrought on the lmpoteat man loid at the pate
of the temple, filled the beholdors  with  amnge-
ment, and carvied convietipn to their hearts,
Cheist’s ncension is a source of strong cousolution
to them that believe in him, Buenuse he lives,
they shall live also,  He ever liveth to mnke in-
tercession for them,  They shall be with him
whore he is, see him as ho is, ragn with biw,
share his glory, and be forever with the Lard,

( Concluded infour neat,) ‘




