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CONVERSION OF PRESIDENT 
EDWARDS. 

Concluded.) 

In September 1725, I was taken ill at New 
Haven, and while endeavouring to go home to 

Windsor, was so ill at the North Vil age, that 1 

could go no further, where I lay sick for uhout a 

quarter of a year, In this sickness God was 

leased to visit me again with the sweet in- 

Ruences of his Spirit. My mind was greatly en- 

gaged there in divine, pleasant _contemplations, 

and longing of soul. I observed that those who 

watched with me, would often be looking out 

wishfully for the morning, which brought to my 

mind those words of the Psalmist, and which my 

soul, with delight, made its own language, “My 

soul waiteth for the Lord, more than they that 
watch for the morning, I say, more than the 
that watch for the morning ;'' and when the 

light of day came in at the windows, it refreshed 
my soul from one morning to another, Jt seem. 
od to be some image of the light of God's glory. 

I remember, about that time, I used greatly to 
long for the conversion of some that I was con- 
cerned with : 1 could gladly honour them, and 

with delight be a servant to them, and lie at 

their feet, if they were but truly holy. But 
gome timo after this, 1 was again pre divert. 
ed in my mind with some temporal concerns that 
exceedingly took up my thoughts, greatly to the 
wounding of my soul, and went on through 
various exercises, that it would be tedious to 
relate, which gave me much more experience of 
my own heart than ever I had before, 

Since I came to this town, (Northampton) I 
have often had sweet complacency in God, in 
views of his glorious perfections and the excel- 
lency of Jesus Christ. © God has appeared to me 
a glorious and lovely being, chiefly on account of 
his holiness, The holiness of God has always 
appeared. to me the most lovely of all his at- 
tributes. The doctrines of God's sovercignty 
and free grace, and man’s absolute dependence 
on the operations of God's Holy Spirit, have 
very often nppeared to me as glorious doctrines, 
These doctrines have been much my delight. 
God's sovereignty has ever appeared to me a 
great part of his glory. It has often been my 
delight to approach God, and adore him as a 
sovereign God, and ask sovereign mercy of him, 

I have loved the doctrines of the Gospel ; they 
have been to my soul like green pastures, The 
Gospel has secmed to me the richest treasure: 
the treasure that I have most desired, and longed 
that it might dwell richly in me, The way of 
salvation by Christ has Apel fering and 
excellent, most pleasant and beautiful,. It hus 
often seemed to me that it would in a great 
measure spoil heaven, to receive it in any other 
wil That text has often been affecting and de- 
lightful to me, (Isa. xxxii. 2.) ‘*A man shall 
be a hiding place from the wind, and a covert 
from the tempest,’ &e. 

It has often ap to me deligheful to be 
united to Christ; to have him for my head, and 
to be a member of his body ; also to have Christ 
for my teacher nnd prophet. I very often think, 
with longings, and pantings of soul, of being n 
little child. taking hold of Christ, to be led 
Lg him through the wilderness of this world, 
That text (Matt. xviii 3,) has often been sweet 
to me, ** Except ye be converted and become ns 
little children,” &e. I love to think of coming 
to Christ, to receive salvation of him, poor in 
epirit and quite empty of self, humbly exalting 
him alone ; cut off entirely from my own root, 
in order to grow into, and out of Christ ; to have 
God in Christ to be all in all ; and to live by faith 
on the Son of God, a life of humble unfeigned 
confidence in him, That Scripture has often 
been sweet to me. (Ps. exv, 1.) ** Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but to thy name give glory 
for thy mercy and for thy truth's sake.” Anc 
those words of Christ, (Luke x. 21.) ** In that 
hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
thou hast hid these Sh from the wise and 
prudent, and bast revenled them unto babes: 
even so, Father, for so it seemed good in th 
sight.” That sovereignty of God which Christ 
rejoiced in, seemed to me worthy of such joy: 
and that rejoicing seemed to show the excellency 
of Christ, and of what Sp he was, 

Sometimes only mentioning n single word 
causes my heart to burn within me ; or only see- 
ing the namo of Christ, or the name of some at- 
tribute of God. And God has appenred glorious 
to me, on account of the I'rinity, It has made 
me have exalting thoughts of God, that ho sub- 
sists in three persons; Father, Son, and Iloly 
Ghost, The sweetest joys and delights I have 
experienced, have been in a direct view of the 
ghwione things of the Gospel, When I enjoy 
this sweetness, it seems to carry me above the 
thoughts of myself. Though 1 have habitual 
pence and joy in believing, yet it seems at such 
times a loss that I cannot hear, to take off m 
eye from the glorious pleasant objects I behold 
without me, to turn my eye in upon myself, and 
my own good estate, 
My heart has been much on the advancement of 

Christ's kingdom in the world, The histories of 
the past advancement of Christ's kingdom have 
heen to me a cause of rejoicing. When I have 
read histories of past ages, the plensantest things 
in all my reading has been to read of the king- 
dom of Christ being promoted, And when I 
have oy in my reading, to come to any 
such thing, 1 have rejoiced in the prospect all the 
way as I read. And my mind has been much 
entertained and delighted with the Scripture 
promises and prophecies which relate to the fu. 
ture glorious advancement of Christ's kingdom 
upon earth, 

I have sometimes had a sense of the excellent 
fullness of Christ, and his meetness and suita- 
blences ae a Saviour ; whereby he has appeared 
to me, as far above all, the chief of ten thousand, 
His hlood and atonement have appeared precions; 

. Which was always accompanied with ardency of 

iw 

Y | and weepin 

spirit, and inward strugglings, and SR 
and grosnings, that cannot be uttered, to be 
emptied of myself, and swallowed up 

nee as I rode out into the woods for my 

been, to walk for divine contemplation and 
prayer, I had a view that for me was extras 
ordinary, of the glory of the Son of God, as 
Mediator between Giod and man, and "his won. 
derful, great, full, pure, and precious grace and 
love, meek and gentle condescension. This graco, 
that appeared so calm and sweet, appeared also 
great above the heavens, The person off Christ 
appeared ineffably excellent with an excellency 
great enough to swallow up all thought and 
conception, This view continued as near ns 1 
cnn Sedge, about an hour, and kept me 
the greater part of the time in a flood of tears, 

nloud, I felt an ardency of soul 
to he, what I know not otherwise how te ex- 
ress, emptied of self, to He in the dust, and to 
so full of Christ alone; to love him with a holy 
and pure love; to trust in him: to live upon 
him; to serve and follow him, and to be per. 
fectly sanctified and made pure, with a divine 
and heavenly purity, I have, several other 
times, had views very much of the sane nature, 
and which have had the same effects, 

1 have many times had w sense of the glory of 
the third person in the Trinity, in his office ns 
Sanctifier; in his ry operations, communi. 
cating divine light-and life to the soul, 
the communications of his Holy Spirit, has ap. 
pha as an infinite fountain of divine glory and 
oveliness, being full, and sufficient to fill and 
satisfy the soul; pouring forth itself in sweet 
communications; like the sun in its. glory, 
pleasantly diffusing light and life. And 1 have 
sometinies had an affecting sense of the excels 
ry of the word of God, ns n word of life ; as 
the light of life; a sweet, excellent, life-giving 
word ; accompanied with a thireting after that 
word, that it might dwell richly in wy heart, 

Often since 1 fived in this town, | have had 
very affecting views of we 4 own sinfulness and 
vileness ; very frequently to such n degree as to 
keep me in a kind of Toud wecping, sometimes 
for a considerable time together; so that 1 have 
often been forced to shut myselt up, Though 
| trust the wonderful grace of God has made 
me differ from my former sell, and from a world 
that lieth in wickedness, I have had ao wast 
reater renee of my own sinfulness, and the 
ndness of my heart, than ever I had before my 
conversion, . I know it was a sink of iniquity 
before, butnlas ! I did not see it, It hae often 
appeared tome, that if God should mark iniquity 
againet me, I should appear the chiel of sinners, 
and that my place would be in ‘hell, When 
others, that have come to talk with me about 
the concerns of their soul, have expressed the 
sense they had of their own wickedness, 1 thought 
their expreseions seemed exceedingly (hint and 
feeble to represent my sinfulness! My sinful. 
ness, as I am in myrelf, haw long appeared to me 
perfectly ineffable, and swallowing up olf 
thought and imagination, like an infinite deluge, 
or mountaine over my lend, I know not how 
to express better what my sine appear to me to 
be, than hy heaping infinite upon infinite, and 
multiplying infinite hy infinite. Very often, for 
these many years, these exprescions are in m 
mind, and in amy mouth, * Infinite upon ine 
finite. Infinite upon infinite!" When I look 
into my heart, 'nd take a view of my sinfulness, 
it looks like an abyss deeper than hell, And it 
appears to me, that were it not for free grace, 
exalted and raised up to the infinite height of all 
the fulness and glory of the great Jehoyuh, and 
the arm of his power; and in all the glory of his 
sovereignty, I should appear sunk down in my 
sing, far beyond the sight of every thing but the 
eye of that grace which ean pierce even down to 
such a depth. And yet, when I have had turns 
of weeping and cryin for my sins, I thought 1 
knew at the time that my repentance was 
nothing to my sin, 

I have greatly longed of late for a broken 
heart, and to lie low before God; and, when | 

y | ask for humility, I cannot bear the thoughts of 
being no more humble than other Christians, 

SOSH) may be suitable for them, yet it would 
be a vile self-exaltation in mo not to be the 
lowest in humility of all mankind, Others 
speak of their longing to be ** humbled to the 
dust ;"' that may be a proper expression for 
them ; but I always think of myself, that 1 
ought, and it is an expression that has long been 
natural for me to use in prayer, ** to lie infinitel 
low before God.'' And it is affecting to thin 
how ignorant T was when a onng iristian, of 
the depths of wickedness, pride, hypoorisy, and 
deceit, left in my heart, 

1 have a much greater sense of my universal, 
exceeding dependence on God's grace and 
strength, of late, than I used formerly to have ; 
and have experienced more of an mo Hed of 
my own righteousness, And yet I am great 
alicted with a Sop and self-righteous spirit, 
much more sensibly than I used .to be formerly, 
[ see that serpent rising and putting forth | 
head continually, every where all around me, 
Though it seems to me that, in some respects, 

I was a far better Christian, fur two or three 

and lived in a more constant delight and plea. 
sure, yet, of late years, [ have had a more full 
and constant sense of the sovereignty of God, 
and a delight in his righteous government, and 
have had more of a sense of the glory of Christ, 
as & Mediator revealed in the Gospel. On one 
Saturday night, in particular, T had such wn dis 
covery of the excellency of the Gospel above all 
other doctrines that I could not but say to my- 
solf, ** This is ny chosen Hight, my chosen 
doctrine i’ and of Christ, ** This is my chosen 
Prophet.” It appeared sweet, beyond all ex. 
pression, to follow Christ, and to be taught, and 
enlightened, and instructed by him ; op ty of 
him, and live to him, Another Saturday night 

health in 1787, huving alighted from my horse | cause 
in a retired place, ns my manner commonly hus | 

God, in}. 

It seems to me, that though their degrees off 

years after my first conversion, than I am now, | 

(January 1739) I had such a sense of the 
blessedness of walking in the way of duty; of 

in Ohrirt, | doing that which is right and meet to be done, 
and agreeable to the holy mind of God, that it 

a me to break forth into a kind of leud 
weeping for n long time, so that 1 was forced to 
shes myself up, and fasten the doors, 1 could 
not but, as it were, cry out, ‘* How Hppy are 

"they which do that which is right in the sight of 
God! They are blessed indeed, they are the 

ha ny onew I"* 1 had, at the same time, a very 
afoot ng sense how meet and suitable it is that 
God should govern the world, and order all 

things necording to his own pleasure; and I re- 
ws in it, that God reigns, and that his will is 

The above nccount of the religious exercises of 
President Edwards wae found nmnong his papers 
at his death, and is supposed to have ‘been 
written at Northampton, when he was about 
forty yours of age, for hie own private advan- 
tage.~ Pub. Am. Tract Society, Vol. 6, 

~ @orrespondence, 
Pg PN a 

For the Christian Messenger, 

REVISION OF. THE ENGLISH 
NCRIPTURES, 

Nov B.. 

A circumstance of no little importance has 
frequently attracted attention. Pereons not 
gifted with powers of accurate dieerimination, 
huve often, after reading revernl chapters of the 
Revised Testament published hy the American 
Bible Union, remarked that there scemed to be 
very little change in the words, but that tho 
general iden was clearer, and they felt more than 
ordinary interest in the words of inspiration, 
We have examined the book with some care, 

Not a page appears to be unchanged. Not a 
chapter occurs in which some needed improves 

number of changes is not less than forty to the 
chapter, probably more. We examined a chap- 

¥ | tor in the Gospels, and found that tho variations 
exceed one hundred, and we counted in the 2d 
chapter of 1 Peter full ninety, - But so much 
solicitude and discrimination have been exer. 
cised by the revisers in the selection of terms 
and the arrangement of sentences, that the 
render is seldom. aware of the number of the 
variations from the Common Version, But, as 
he reads, the increase of light attracts him, He 
becomes sensible of a new interest, lle feels an 
unaccustomed pleasure in perusing the work, 
and he is able to see the course of thought, and 
realize the objects of the writer, or, rather, of 
the t.oly Spirit, These facts, however, render 
it difficult to convey full impressions of the im- 
provements made; without an extended compari- 

y | son between the two books, which would occupy 
tov much space for our present purpose, 
We will try what can be done by copying o 

fow verses, and phrases. 

2 Cor, v,, 20, Coumon Version: ** Now then, 
we aro ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did bescech you by us :- we pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 

Revisep Trsrament: ** We are then ambas- 
sadors on behalf’ of Christ, as though God were 
pj us; on behalf of Qlirist we pray : 
be reconciled to God!" 

The Common Version implies that Paul was 
addressing the saints nt Corinth as unbelievers, 
unreconelled to Christ, The Rovised Testament 
shows what was the general character of his 
preaching as he traveled nmong the Gentiles, and 
preached to the unconverted. 

(C. V.) 1 Peterii,, 1, 2: * Wherefore lay- 
ing aside malice, und all guile, and hypocrisies, 
and envied, and ull evil spoakings, as new born 
babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby," 
RV) “ping aride therefore all malice, 

and ull guile, and hy pocrisies, and envyings, and 
all backbitings, as now born bubes long for the 
spiritunl unadulterated milk, that ye thereby 
may grow unto salvation," 

(C. V)) Col, ii., 20: ** Wherefore if ye be 
deed with Chriss," 

Col. iil, 31 ** For ye are dead.” 
Rom. vi,, 8: ** Now if we be dead with 

Christ." 
2 Cor, v,, 14: ** If one died for all, then wore 

all dead," 
Rom. vi,, 2: ** We that are dead." 
Gal, il, 19: +1 through the law am dead to 

the law.” 
Pow Vv.) Col, ii,, 20: *“If yo died with 
Jhrist,’ 
Col, iiil,, 8: ** For yo died," 
Rom. vi,, 8: ** And il' wo died with Christ," 
2 Cor, v., 14: *“If one died for all, then 

they all died.”* | 
Rom, vi,, 8: *“ We who died to sin.” 
Gal, il, 19: * For. I through law died to 

law,” 

In these last passages the Common Version 
teaches, that Christians are dead, The Revised 
Testament uniformly teaches, that Christinns are 
alive. They died with Ohrist ; they rose with 
Him ; and they live in Him, 

(C. V.) Acts xviii,, 22, 23: * Ye men of 
Athens, | perceive thut in all things ye are too 
superstitious, For as I passed by, and beheld 

oo 

ment is not made, We think thut the average, 

109 
* 

your devotions, I found an altar with this in 
scription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD, Whom 
therefore yo ignorantly worship, him declare I 
unto you," 

(R. V.) * Men of Athens, in all things, I 
werceive yo are very devout. For as I passed 
iy, and observed your objects of worship, I 
found also an altar with this inscription : TO 
AN UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore, not 
knowing, ye worship, him I announce to you.” 

The Common Version here represents the 

‘apostle as commencing hin address to the most 

polished audience of the day, by flagrantly and 

‘repeatedly insulting his hearers, declaring them 

{superstitious and ignorant, 
{ The Revised lestament shows him to bo a 

{Christian gentleman, and an ambassador of the 

Re of Pence, kindly winning their attention 
Ly explaining to them, that they already wor 
shiped the God whom he came to announce, 

"although they were not aware of his character, 
(and his doings, and these he came to reveal to 
them, 

| (C. V.) 1 Cor, xvi,, 46: * The first man 
| Adam was made a living soul ; the last Adam 
| was made » quickening spirit.’ 

(R. V.) **'The first Adam was made a living 
soul; the lost Adam a lile-giving spirit,” 

The Revised Testament here renders clear, 

and bright, and glorious, the superiority of 
Christ to Adam, as bringing life and immortality 

to light, renewing the soul and imparting to it 
the divine nature, 1 come, says he, that yo 
may have life, and that yo may have it more 
abundantly, The origin and support of the 
spiritual life is entirely dependent on Christ, 
He ‘ends the Holy Spirit, who is sometimes 
called, ** The Spirit of Christ, who creates us 
anew in Christ Jesus." He himself in life, and 
the life is the light of the world, 

Passages liko these, involving the most ime 
portant improvements in transition, might be 
multiplied to almost any extent. But these are 
sufficient to suggest the inquiry whether it is 
impossible {or those who owe everything to Christ, 
to be so regardless of his revealed word as to pre. 
for obscurity and error to inspired truth, mercly 
Fecause they have long been nccustomed to them, 
Is it not unacquaintance with the facts of the 
case, that keeps Christians contented and. satis 
fled to leave things as they are ; to use and cir 
culate the old version, because it is old; to 

refuse, or neglect, to examine the Revised Testa. 

ment and compare it carelully with the Common 
Version ? 

Wx, H, -‘Wycxore, 

Lorresponding Secretary, 
No. 32 Great Jones Street, New York, 

— v—— nT 

For the Christian Messongor, 

[By some means the following did not eome to 
hand until too late for our lust, Eb.) 

HOQNTON COLLEGIATE ACADEMY. 

Mr, Editor, : 
The Onpxr or Exercises of the Rhetorical 

Exhibition of Horton Colleginte Academy, to 
which brief allusion was made in your last issue, 

was the following t= 

MUSIC, 
“Romeo was not built in a day,” 

G, O. Gates, Wilmot, 
1, Essay, 

2. Do. Growth and Decline, 
Isane Skiuner, Berwick, 

3. Dialogue. The Speculators, 
MUSIC, 

4. Eesay, Saccoss=its Guarantee. 
E. Churchii, Locke's Island. 

8. Do. Greeks and Grecium Lore, 
J. A. Kitson, Corawallls, 

0. Dialogue. The Tuwn Meeting, 
MUSIC. 

7. Essay. Aglation, 
J. H. Robbins, Yarmouth, 

8. Do. The Might of Mind, 
B. W. Black, Amherst, 

0, Dialogue, The Student and his neighbours, 
MUSIC. 

10, Kasay. Life a Contliet, 
G. N. Ballentine, Wilinet, 

10. Dialogue. The Apothecary, 
12. Do. Popping the Question, 

MUSIC, 
13 Do, LeMedlange. 

The audience was large and appeared to enjoy 
the Exercises, The Students acquitted thems 
selves well, The Essays manifested a freshness 
of thought rarely excelled on similar occasions, 
We wish our young friends success in their 
literary career, Com, 

Ew ww - - 

For the Christian Messenger, 

Cow Bay, C. B,, 

Homeville, March 26th, 1800, 

Dear Editor, 

The fact that ** In the midst of life wo are in 
death,’ gathers strength from observation and 
experience, And although these words may 
hive become, as familinr as a *¢ twice told tale," 

yet their practical application has no less value, 
Especinlly of late have we been made to feel the 
force of the above mentioned truth, All good 
men have not an equal share of affliction, 
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