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UNITED STATES CORRESPONDENCE.

This year thus far has been marked by
the presence of the Spiritin many of our
churches. Befoie its commencement there
were special tokens of an approaching spir.
itual bgouing. Sin was deeply mourned,
confessions were made, fervent prayers
ascended, sinners were pressed to consider
their ways, and believers urnutl{vlonged
that God would appear. The Week of
Prayer was observed with an unusual inte.
rest, in many churches the services were
protracted, and the members continued their
supplications at the throne. The seed of
Jacob sought the Lord not in vain, There
have been many hopeful conversions, and
the church has received large additions to
it membership, not only in New York, but
in other parts of the Union.

This vicinity has shared in the blenlnfl.
There has been an increase of spirituality
in the churches ;- the members smanifest a

reater willingness to sacrifice for Christ;
groader views are taken of the interosfs
of his cause, and great happiness is expe.
rienced in seeing the youth devote their
lives to his rervice. '

The Methodist church of this place has
an elegant house of worship nearly finished
It bas all the modern arrangements and con-
veniences, and is an ornament to our beau.-
tiful village. Their rocioty is not wealthy,
but is enterprising, well understands in what
its intorest consists, and has been ready to
sacrifice to secure this result. The large
debt that has been incurred now causes some
little anxiety, but hopes are entertained that
at the dedication it will be greatly dimin.
ished,, and no doubt exists of its final re.
moval. No denomination is advancing more
in the Union, than the one that originated
with the sainted Wesley, and no one is mak-

‘ing greater sacrifices to advance the cause

of the Redeemer by the means of appro-
priate houses of worship. \

The zeal of our Methodist friends intheir
enterprise has had an influence on the minds
of their neighbours:. The DBaptiats are
moving in the same direction. “Their
house, though it has the honor of age, is
neat, pleasant, in excellent ropair, and
really seems too good to abandon. Butit
is not now sufficiently large, and by the
annual growth of the place has been re-
moved from the centre of population, and
it is deeply folt that our future grolpomy
demands that a new house should soon be
erected. Committees have been appointed
to seoure a favorable lot, and obtain such
information as will aid in securing the best
plan for our house. [t is felt by the church
to bea great undemkin% but no one shrinks
from his share of the lubor so far as to pre-
sent any discouragement,

A great chango is soon to be made it is
hopog. in our system of achools. A fine
Academy has long flourished here, and our
Public Schools have been very efficient,—
But it is earnestly desired by those who
still have children to educate, that the effi-
olency of each department may be increased.
To securethinresult the Trustees of the Aca.
demy recently proposed to the I'rustees of
the Public Schools that they would give this
Institution to the School District in which
it is located, with its library, museum, and
all of its ffxmrel. if the District would
adopt the graded school system, and use
the building for academical purposes. If
this gift is accopted on the conditions pro-

osed, the poorest ohild in the district will
ave all the advantages of an academical
education put within his reach, and can
reparc himselffor College in a free school.

he noble offer of the Trustees of the
Academy soems to be appreciated, and the
valuable property will soon, no doubt, be
sooogtod by a vote of the District.

Of the May Meectings in oston you
have received the report.  They have given
very geoneral satisfaction, If their businoss
can all be done well in three days it will be
a very great guin all around, A week of
meotings each year, attended by all who
chose to come with their families, was a
burden that our largest cities did not wish
to accept. But if the present arrangement
shall socure o success, and only delegates
are found in attendance, then the annual
burden will be changed to a privilege which-
many of the eitios will wish to onﬁoy. A
denomination of over a million of members
will have to limit ite represeutation to ite
very best mon, if its great Booleties are
cordially invited to hold their Anniversaries
in our largest places, and while the dele.
gates are in Session they are freely enter-
tained. The mass meesing of the denom-
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ination in Chicngo showed us our groatness,
but compelled the feeling that a limited
number of representatives mu-t be oharged
with the business of the Bocieties at the
Aunnual meetings. and then that it should
be dispatched in the shortest time that was
consistent in doing it well. It has all been
donoe this year in three days.

The Unions that were consumatod meet
with very general approbation, The Freed.
man's Bocieties have at last been blended,

This will promote good feeling, rave ex.
ence, secure more efficiency, M

t is hoped, more men for the y than
was previously done by both crganfations.
The South and the North ought to be one
in this wgrk. When misundorstandings are
vxplained, ‘estrangements forgotten, and a
more goneral acquaintance is enjoyed, a
unity will be cemented by the power of
love that will greatly increase our denom-
inational power for good. The evil is now
destroyed that caused the discussion
between the South and the North, and
aslienated brethren that should have ever
been one, and its evil consequences will in
time be renioved, and all will unite together
in the great work of God.

Many are glad that the American and
Foreign Bible Bociety and the Publication
Bociety, have at length united hands. Their
work ean all be accomplished by one or.
ganization at a nvlng of expense and with
equal efficiency. The Bible Soociety can
now make a more successful appeal to its
friends, will meet with more sympathy and
have a more cheerful response, and, it is
hoped, will meet with loss opposition from
those who wished its existence to cease.
As Bocieties are multiplied their officers
and agents are also increased, and the
churches begin to feel their taxation a
burden, from which they are resolved to

in blending these societies and more can be
noccomplished. The greatness of the work
in which the church is employed demands
an increase of benovolence, and that econ-
omy should be used.

J. M. H.

 S—

For the Christinn Messenger.
FROM MAINE.

A Jung 18mn, 1869,
Dear Messenger ,— .

The American world seemis to be enjoying the
great Peace Jubilee held in Boston just now,—
Cars and steamboats are crowded by passen
and one general topio seems to be ** Let us have
peace,’’ and whilst the multitude are thus en-
gaged, & number of Baptist brethren meet in Old
Town to confer how they might extend the King-
dom of Christ, the essentinl clement of which is
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, OnJune 156th
and 10th large congregations might be seen gath.
ered in the Baptist Church, celebrating the 45th
Anniversary of the Maine Baptist State Conven-
tion. The following officers were chosen for the
ensuing year, The eloquent Rev, A, K, P,
Small, of Portland, for Fresident ; Dea, J. O,
White, for Vice President ; Rev. J. Ricker, D,
D., Augusta, lor Cor, Secretary ; Rev, 8, L. B,
Chase, Recording Secretary. After the usual
appointment of Committees, a short and impres.
sive report on Obituaries was presented, contain-
ing the names of aged ministers who have gone
to rest—I1, Hawes, N. Robinson, 8. Fogg, and
W. J. Durgin—this was followed by short ad-
dresses on some incidents in their lives,

An able sermon was preached by the Rev, A,
R, Crane, of Hallowell, based on Luke x, 2, pre-
senting the duty of the church to pray for more
labourers. In the evening of Tuesday we had »
crowded meeting, whioch was enthusinstio also—
when we considered Sabbath Schsol work, the
following interesting topios were presented, and
earnest addresses deliverod, i

1. Sunday Schools ns & direct means in the
conversion of souls,

2, The error of sllowing Bunday Schools to
take the place of other means of grace,

3. The uses and abuses of question books and
other helps in Sunday School instruction,

4. Sabbath Schools Concerts,

Animating songs and music contributed much
to the enjoyment of the evening,

On Wednesday the time was oocupled in lis-
tening to reports on Missions, l'emperance, Pub-
lications, and the state of religion in the churches,
when excellent addresser were delivered. - The
Wlove OT TOMEIOMTTHO"UNrenel’ /™ Vory favour-
able, several churches have enjoyed Revivals,
there has been about 500 added to the churches,
Our churches have busy in some places in
remodelling and building new meetiug-houses,—
About $6000 have been raised for the Missionary
Convention, $1200 for the Freedman's Institute,

$4,600,52 for Foreign Missions, also other 'be.

obtain a relief. Something has been done | B**P®

nevolent ohjeg have been greatly helped, The
Munine Baptist | ducation Soclety held its 38th
Anniversary on Wednesday evening, when offl.
oers for the onsuing year were chosen, and an

eloquent rermon wus preached by the Rev. W,
0. Holman, on Mark xv, 89,

seomed to pervide our minds, Our early morn.
ing prayer-meotings were of that kind that will
bo long remembered, Weo saw no delegate from

Portland next year,"where it will bo more acces-
sible, There in o great future before the Bap-
tists, may they realize their work, and be pos
sossed with the spirit of vonseorittion to Christ,
Maing,

. For the Christian Mersenger,

CONFIRMATION.,

Dear Brolhcr;—

A friend informs mo that Bishop Binney, in
administering the rite of confirmation lately,
took oocasion to remark that ** the authority for
confirmation is to be found in Acts viil, 12-17;
that Poter and John ware sent to do what Philip,
holding & subordinate position, was unable to
do ; and that Paul went from place to place where
churches had been ostablished, ** confirming the
churches,’ "'

My correspondent asks for an exposition of the
passages reforred to, especinlly for the sake of
some young porsons who are enquiring on the
subject. I ask permission to give my reply in
your columns,

The transaction recorded in Aots viil, scarcely
needs explanation, Philip had preached the
| in Samaria with great success. Multi-
tudes bolieved and wore baptized—‘‘ both men
and women,' But they had not received the
Holy Ghost, that is, in the form of those spirit-
ual gifts which then distinguished and adorned
the church ; for, in the higher sense, overy be-
liever has received the Holy Ghost, being ** born
of the Spirit,"" The bestowment of these spir-
itual gifts was an apostolical privilege,and Peter
and John were deputed by their fellow-apostles
to visit Samaria, They did so, and ** laid their
hands on them'' [the baptised), ** and they re-
coived the Holy Ghost."

Such s the narrative. There is nothing about
confirmation in it. It was an apostolic not,
peculiar to apostolio times, Nothing of the sort

gers [ can take place in the nineteenth century, There

are no apostles now. The gifte of the Holy
Ghost bave long since consed to bo bestowed,—
His gracious teachings and influences will bless
the ohurch till the end of time, and are oxpe-
rionced by all believers, No laying on of hande
by priest or bishop, can prooure them.,

The other texts are equally plain, We read
thus :—** Confirming the souls of the disciples,"
Aots xiv, 22 ;= confirmed them," xv, 82;-—
 confirming the churches," Jbid, v, 41,

There is anothor passage, in which the same
Greok word is used, where the Authorizsed Ver-
sion bas n varintion. The rendering is, ‘‘strength-
ening all the disciples,”" Acts xviil, 23,

There can be no doubt as to the meaning of
these statements, The first converts were for the
most part ignorantand weak, They needed ‘‘line
upon line,”” The aposties saw the nevossity and
supplied it by frequent visits, during which they
ndministered instruction, andmonition, or com.
fort, ** and so were the churches established in
the faith, and increased in number daily,” Acts
xvl, 5. Buch establishment or confirmation s
enjoyed still, under the ministry of all christinn
pastors, of every denomination,

Tyndale uses the word ¢ strengthen’ in all
the above cited passages, and he is followed by
Archbishop Crapmer.

It is observablo that the subjects of this New
Tostament confirmation, or estublishment, or
strengthening, were not young persons who had
been baptized in infancy, and were then sup-
posed to take upon themselves the profession made
for them by their godfathers and godmothers,—
They were the members ol the churches, in the
onjoyment of all church privileges. Infant bap-
tism bad not yet been invented. Godfuthers and
Godwothers were unknown,

Confirmation, as o distinot ceremony, may
probably be traced as far back as the third cen-
tury, when it first comes into notice, But at
that time it immediately followed baptism, and
was rather an adjunct to that ordinance than a
soparate institution, Anointing various_parts of
the body With the holy chrism oconstituted s part
of the ceremony. It was the product of the rit-
uslistio notions of the men whose writings are
now called ** Fathers,” and whose writings are
oftener consulted by some than the Bible iteelf.

Afterwards it was developed into s sacrament in

The sessions of our societios were unusually |
interesting and profitable, n deop spiritunl feeling

Nova Bootin, we hope une will meet with us in |
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the Romish sense of the term, and is one of the
seven that are held and practiced by Roman
Catholics. It is obvious that the episcopate is
glorified by it, as none but bishops are allowed
to ndwinister confirmation,
Yours truly,
J. M, Craxr,

June 22nd, 1809,

For the Christian Messenger,
| IN MEMORIAM,

‘ Mns. Saran E, Parkxr,

Wifo of Daniel Parker, and youngest daughter
of John and Barah Perry, was born in Yar
mouth, Feb, 18th, 1825, died in West Cornwal-
lis, Feb, 20th, 1869. Her first religious awa-
kenings were recoived in early life at her eldest
sister's baptism, After years of searching con-
viotions at length God was pleased to ** reveal

~ his gracious name," and her heart was filled with

Joy and peace in believing, Her hope was clear
and bright, and in a short time was buried with
her Saviour in baptism, and continued n conais-
tent member of the Baptist Church in Yarmouth
until called to join the church triumphant

On the Oth Jan, she took a severe cold, from
which she never recovered, The dootor attended
her n fortnight, at the end ol that time he said
that she was recovering, and would soon be well,
Although #o weak that she could hardly walk
aoross the'room, yet her friends thought that she
was getting better. She exhibited saymptoms of
consumption, ‘T'he day before she died she ap-
peared much better,  Little did her friends think
the perspiration that gathered upon her brow
was the death swent, She retired to rest at her

_usual hour, and probably her ransomed spirit was
-soon with the angels singing the praises of ** Him
who loved her and has was her from her
/8ine in his own blood,” She was found in the
' morning lying as il in a comfortable sleep, her
| lips and eyes tightly closed, and her limbs in ex-
notly the same position the

|

must have been
| when sho went to sleep, The Angel of death
. must have performed his mission gently indeed.
| By her death an absent husband has been de-
prived of o kind and faithful wife, and elfght
| children of & mother whosé every deed waw kind
'and who labored unceasingly for their happi
noss, tomporally and npitltuull{. Many are the
rayers which she has offered in their behalf.—
{er friends and no%ualnnnou bave lost a true,
warm-hearted friend, Her natural disposition
remarkably amiable and forgiving, was refined
and strengthened by grace, In the sunny da
of girlhood she was a christian, and all who
knew her in riper can add their testimony
to her goodness, In o sorrow and disap-
pointment of life she coul ise the uner-
ring band ol her Heavenly Father, and confident-
ly unbosom to Him all her cares. When in
health she frequently spoke about dying, and al-
ways said that she thought death would be no
terror to her, Undoubtedly sudden death was
sudden glory. Of her perfect happiness thero is
not the shadow of a doubt entertained by any
who knew her. The funeral occasion was im-
{wo\'ed by the Rev. E. O, Read, from 2 Corin-
hians v, 1,
Every sorrow is forever past,
And all thy pains and fears

For Jesus wrth his own lln& hand,
Doth wipe away all tears,

Religions Yutelligenre,
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A Hion Cnuren CLERGYMAN ON TRIAL,~Con-
siderable interest is folt among the members of
the Protestant Kpiscopal Church in the prosent.
ment for trial by Bishop Mcllvaine of the Rev,
Colin Tate, of Columbus, O, for an alleged vio-
lation of his engagement to the dootrines and
worship of his denomination, The question in-
volved ?l whether it is lawful to make the sing-
ing of 'prooo-‘oml hymne tr:y o surpliced choir &

rt of the regular order of worship. Mr, Tate

an applied to the American Church Union for
their advice, and they have determined to furnish
him with the necessary pecuniary means for try-
ing the question on ita merits,.— N, Y, Methodist,

Revioious Riors 1N Persia.—Religious exoite-
ment nw\un to be greatly on the increnso in
the Mohammedan world, The greatest trouble
the English in India at present meet with is
from Mohammedan sect of the Wahabees, The
same sect last year obtnined complete control of
Muscat, the greatest Mohammedan State in Ara-
bia, Last week a cable despateh informed us of
o desperate riot botween two religious sects in
the streets of Teheran, the capital of Persia,—
Three hundred mon were killed before the troo
were called out and sup the riot. The
name of the sects concerned in the riot is not
stated ; but as Persin several yoars was
g‘ntly disturbed by a sect of reformers called

bis, or followers of Bab, which seot,
notwithstanding 1ts cruel persecution by the
Porsian Government, is reported to have now
numerous adherents in every town and vill
of Persia, and to number in all some three
millions of adherents, it is probable that it
was not foreign to the riot. The Persian Gov-
ernment made about five hundred arrests of per-
sons who participated in the riots,

AN 1RrVERENT Yorxaminenan,—The London
Baptist Freeman says that there is a story our-
rent in Yorkshire to the effect that when the
Con tional Union ynet at Halifax, the
sence of 80 many ministers in the stroets uo?::d




