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Uouths’ Department, 
- 

~~ 

BIBLE LESSONS, 
(From *‘ Robinson's Harmouy.”) 

Suuday, February 14th, 1860. 
Marruew ix. 27-34; xiii. 54-58 : Mark vi, 1-6: 
Two blind men healed and a dumb spirit cast 
out. Jesus again at Nuzareth and again 

rejected, 
Recite,— Luke iv. 24-27. 

Sunday, February 21st, 1860. 

Marruew ix. 35-38: x. 1-15: Mark vi, 6-13 : 
"Luke ix. 1-16: A third cireuit in Galilee, |Y 
The twelve instructed and sent forth. 
Recite,~Matthew x, 2-4. 
——— EEL ES 

ANSWER TO SCRIPTURE ENIGMA. 

No. LV. 

1. B-arachia-s . Matt. xxiii. 35. 
2 Bene. LL TEM IR 
3. T-ubad FIRPACIOREG 0 or 
4. Hoshea . . . , . 2 Kings xvii. 1. 
Bebo ies. a ae. 2 Peteril 7. 
6. Edkana-A : nage. xv, 23. 
7. Haggai lzra v. 1. 
8. E-unice 2 Timothy i. 5. 
9. M-ishael . Daniel i. 6, 

Berurenen, 1 Sam, xvi, 4; Matt, ii. 1. 
Savaraien, 1 Chron. iii, 17. 

SCRIPTI'RE CHARACTERS AND 
TEXTS ILLUSTRATED. 

a ——— SP —— 

What monarch east a longing eye 
Upon a subject's land ; 

And let the harmless owner die 
Beneath a violent hand ? 

Who, wroth to see his brother's prayer 
Preferred his own before, 

First caused the silent earth to bear 
The stain of human gore ? 

Because his father loved him much, 
What lad did hatred gain, 

Which doomed his youth to bitter trial, 
“And stung bis sire with pain ? 

By these three stories something find, 
Which leads to deadly sin, 

Yet keeps its keenest torture for 
The heart it dwells within, 

A SONNET. 

THE FIRST CHILD, 

One joy was given, to Paralise unknowa, 
When Eve, discunsolate no lupger, smiled 
On that strange mystery, her first-born child, 

Dearer thar aught in Eden called her own ; 
With wondering look and words of tenderest tone 
She hung above the delicate thing, beguiled 
Of sorrow, watching each expression mild, 

Each shanxing shadow o'er ita conktenance thrown. 
Her's the first babe that ever smi'ed in gl dn es, 
That ever wept, or clung about the hreust, 

And sweetly charmed away a mother's sadness : 
Ah! had she known the future that awaited 
That nestling inant to her hosem pres, 

How would ber throbbing joy have been abated ! 

ALPHABETICAL RHYMES FOR THE 
LITTLE ONES, 

was a monarch, who reigned in the East, — 
A Esther i. 1. 

wag a Chaldee, who made a great feast.— 
Dan, v, 1-4, 

was veracious, when others told lies.— 
Num, xiii. 30—34, 

was o woman, heroic, and wise.—Judges 
iv. 4-14, 

KE was a reluge, where David spared Seul.— 
4 1 Sam, xxiv, 1-17. 
F was & Roman, accuser of Paul,— Acts xxvi. 

24, 

wos 8 gen a frequent resort,~—John 
xvill, 1,3; Rate. avi, 36. 

H was a city, where David held court.—2 
Sam. i, 11. 

was & mocker, a very bad boy.—Gen, xvi, 
16. 

J was a city, preferred as a joy.—Psalm 
exxxvii, 6, 
was a father, whose son was quite tall, — 
| Sam, ix. 1, 2. 

1. was & proud one, who had a great fall.— 
lea. xiv, 12. : 

> M was a nephew, whose uncle was good. — 
Col, iv, 10; Acts xi. 24. 

was. a city, long hid where it stood. — 
| Zeph. ii. 13. 
was o servant, acknowledged apbrother.— 

(§) Philemon 16. 
P WAS & date or. greeting another.—2 Tim, 

iv, 21. 
) was a damsel, who knew a man’s voice.— 

Acts xii. 18, 14. 
J was a sovereign, who made a bad choice, — 

1 Kings rh 
PY was a seaport, where preaching was ’ 
| wi] ++i of ’ - 

was & teameter, struck dead for his wrong, 
—2 Sem. 6, 7, 

was & cast-off, and never restored, — 
Esther i. 19. : 

cxxxvii, 1.— Watchmen 

-— 

“|imidst of all Tier suBerings. She was always 

a — 

BY MISS. K. J. WHATELY. 

No. V. A VISIT TO AN INVALID. 

Do not write bitter things against yourself, 
because when you Would gladly say ¢ Hallelujah!’ 
you can only say ‘ Amen ;' but thank God that 
you can say Amen, It is of his that you 
can. It is of his grace that you feel that desire 
to seek his face. Nature could not give it you, | 
Be willing to resign the rest into his hands ; and | 
submit to give up, for the time, the spiritual 
Joy you would go prize, just’as you are willing 
to give up the earthly joys of health and activity 
and bodily comfort,’ 

“Thank you, dear friend, I understand what 
ou mean. I see, that in looking on my want 

of spiritual enjoyment as a sin, I was struggling 
where God meant me to lie still" and bear; but 
still the subject puzzles me much, The experi- 
ences of others seem so different from mine. 
The hymn dear Miss Wilson was reading could 
not have been composed as a mere poetical fic 
tion ; and you remember it expressed not only 
contentment, but positive joy. The writer 
sp. ke of being ¢ never weary ’ on a bed of pain 
and sickness ; and oh ! when I think how very, 
very weary I often feel, that hymn seemed to 
reproach me, Mise Wilson, I know, thought it 
would soothe me, and express the very language 
of my heart; butit only humbled me deeply, 
by reminding me how very far I was from being 
h to sa the same. - The memoir I was speak- 
ing of, which she lent me-—you cannot think 
how sorrowful it has medeme. It is an account 
of a young woman whose sufferings seem to 
make mine appear a mere trifle in comparison, 
her's were 80 fearful ; yet she was enabled not 
only to be patient. but full of joy. She speaks 
and writes of the most intense happiness in the 

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, FEB. 10, 1869. 
more 80 with God, who knows all our wants as 
we cannot know ourselves! Therefore, in read. 
ing the memoirs of these invalids, you may gain 
great good if you just take the wonderful "up 

rt given to them, as an earnest that God will 
elp you equally according to what he sees to be 
our Deed Tol day to day and hour to hour; 
ut, if’ you perplex yourself with another's ex- 

perience, and insist on making it the measure of 
your own, such reading will not only be dis- 
treseing, but very hurtful to you, I believe we 
very often in this way embarrass ourselves with 
the experience of others. We od 0 that no 
two persons are cxactly the same in tempera- 
ment, constitution and circumstances; aud how 
could the same experience be applicable to both ? 
[ can truly say that I have known what it is to 
find this very difficulty. We read an account, 
for instance, of some pious man, who spends 
many continuous hours in prayer, We think 
we must be uble to do the same, or be in an 
utterly wrong state: whereas the weakness of 
eur bodies, and the constitution of our minds, 
may make it impossible, Another Christian is 
80 constituted as to need very little rest or re- 
creation, and is able to work the whole day. 
We think, then, we ought to imitate him, and 
torment ourselves if we cannot. This is Je 
tively a misapplication of our reading. God's 
leading for one Christian is no rule for his lead- 
ing of another ; neither are his individual deal- 
inge to be treated as general rules for all. And 
if ‘we go a step heyond his leading for us, each 
in our own way, we shall find no blessing in our 
work. If we think that because some one else 
has been led to take some particular step—say, 
to go out as a missionary, or enter on some 
culiar course of usefulness—we must immediate- 
ly try to do the same, we shall find that what in 
them was blessed, both to themselves a 

raising God, not with effort, ns I often have to 
5, but out of the overflowings of a rejoicing 
heart. She was able to rejoice where all can I do 
is not to complain ; and she epeaksof finding her 

| sleepless nights too short for the PARRY Whonghia 
# which filled her heart. Often a single text or 

verse of a hymn would suffice for her to feed on 
as it were, for hours. Now I do enjoy ond 
rize very many precious passa of the wor 
God ores ran, oa express ; Put I could not 
keep my mind on one such for a night, or half a 
night, or scarcely an hour. When I am slee 
less with pain, T try to pray and recollect all 
the Scripture and hymns I can ; but I have often 
to pray and strive againet wrong and murmurin 
thoughts and foolish fears ; and all sorts of 
wrong ideas and fancies seem to crowd on me, 
and instead of finding the might pass away 
quickly in praise and meditations, I am ready 
to say with Job, ‘ When shall I rise and the 
night be gone?” Now, why am I so different 
from that poor girl ? I have the same blessed 
hepe, the same faith, the same desires, rgd 
greater advan It must be some great fault 
in we, And another day 1 was reading of a 
sufferer who had only a few hours’ conscious. 
ness in the day, and those hours, though in 
great suffering, she spent in diligent study of the 
Scriptures and prayer, and writing letters to un- 
converted friends, Now, when I remember how 
many hours I can only read something quite 
easy or light, and sometimes seem as if I eould 
only juet rest after the little efforts I do make 
in the day,~—how much time I seem to waste in 
Just nothing when they are done—1I think, what 
w differenee between me and this poor girl, who 
knew how to redeem every moment she had !"’ 

‘““ My dear Lydia,” I replied, ** do not think 
me wicked if sometimes I am tempted, when 1 
ree tlagraph misused, to wish that memoirs of 
good peop Pad never been, written. Do pot 
mistake we, Mine is at such times a foolish 
wish, for the abuse of a thing does not destroy 
its use. Religions biograppy is a very useful 
study, and may be made a ‘real help ; but par- 
don me when I say that I think you have been 
#0 applying the remedy as to make it a poison 
instead of a medicine ; and I believe many be- 
side you do the same.’ 

** How so, dear Miss Selwyn 7?" = 
“Simply, my love, by trying to make religions 

biography do what it was not intended to do— 
to make the feelings of another the rule for 
our own. If you want to know how to derive 
nefit from the memoirs of good Christian, gO 

to the New Testament and see how the experi 
ences of God's people are made use of there,’ 
“Iam afraid it is my dulness, dear Miss 

Selwyn, but I don’t quite understand, 
“1 will show you what | mean, When St. 

Paul wants to teach what simple faith in God 
is, he brings forward Abraham's e 
(Romans, chap. iv.) Now, we are not 
on literally to do as Abraham did ; but we are 
imitate him by co gore, taking God at his 
word, and believing what we cannot see, So 
again, in Hebrews, ¢ F: xi., a number of 
cases are quoted of Old Testament saints who 
trusted in God, and were signally helped ; and 
then you remember, in the twelf chapter, the 
ap bei Weay that as we have such a 
‘ cloud of witnesses,” we, too, are to ‘ run with 

tience the race that is set before us,’ 
8 the way their ple is to profit us, God's 
helping them jn their is an en 
ment to us to believe be will help us in ours ; fut 
would it not be foolish if we chose to be dis 
couraged hrm it is not bis will now-a-days to 
deliver by actual miracles, and to do by us as 
he did in the cases of Moses, and Daniel, and 
Hezekiah, and other such instances? No, we 
say, a8 he helped them in the manner best fitted 
for them in those days, so he will help us; each 
individually, as he sees the best for us now i 
not all in the same way, any more than a sk 
ful doctor would adm the same remedy to 
all his patients. We know that some ' sick 

unless we were ourselves . 

be imitative, and therefore unreal and unsatis. 
factory. 1 believe, too, God deals with us 
quite individually in times of trial. Sometimes 
he lifts us over the waves, so that, like the 
Israelites, we can *go through the flood’ dry- 
shod, and * there rejvice in him ;' but oftener 
he lets the billows and storms pass over us, but 
still is with us (even when we cannot feel it) 
while * we pass through the waters.’ With in- 
valids I am sure this last is the commonest case, 
even with the most advanced Christians,” 

‘“ But why then ie-it that in accounts we read 
of sick and dying ple, we so generally read 

u of such wonder sg?" 

teresting and striking ; and. therefore the most 
fitted for a tract, or & memoir, Their bein 
written is rather an indication that they are an 
exception and not u rule. But again, you must 
remember that, thoughin accounts of this kind, 
the bright moments are naturally the ones most 
dwelt on, this does not prove re Are no ex. 
perienecs of a different kind, even ia the case 
recorded, [ funcy if we examined we should 
find that most sufferers have had hours of lan. 
guor and despondency to balance the joyful ex. 

riences of which we read. But let us settle 
t first in our minde that God gives precisely the 
kind of experience best for each individual suf 
ferer. That poor girl who passed much of her 
days in actual unconsciousness, was to do a work 
for God in a short time, and refore was 
vom to or or in . few en than most 
invalids could in many days. You, In, 108 
be called on to plorify God by many hoi oe ' 
of patient waiting on him, in whieh you can do 
little that seems useful. This is more humbling, 
and therefore perhaps better for you, than if you 
could work through saffering uninterruptedi 
when you might be tempted perhaps to a feelin 
of unconscious Say ——— Again, your 
hindrances in pra Negi ob hose yer are hum 
broken and interru petitions may be more 
acceptable in God’s sight than hours of full and 
uninterrupted supplication would be. if the 
same insidious enemy crept in and tempted you 
to feel pleased with your prayers. God wants 
to teach us, dearest, that we are absolutely 
nothing in ourselves—and perhaps most of us can 
only learn this lesson by very, very humbling 
experiences: when these come to us, then, let us 
wy freely accept them—not fight against them, 
ut bear them meekly—and let them draw us 

lower and lower to his feet, While there we 
are safe. And _ upon it, whenever he 
sees that joy will given you; he is not 
struitened, and he does not gru his cordials, 
Take whatever he gives you as from his hand, 
And when you are on the other side of all your 
trials, you will then feel and see that your dis 
cipline has been all through the hest for you, 

*“ We are called on to believe this at all times, 
but it is seldom we can feel it while we are in 
the midst of the furnace, at least while it is at its 
height ; when the worst pain is over, we then 
look buck and see we have been helped more than 
we thought. The Psalmist lays, * It is for 
me,’ not * that 1 am,’ but, * that 1 have been in 
trouble.” When the storm began to cleur, he 
perceived that he hud ‘learned’ God's ‘statutes,’ 
as he had never learned them before ; and so 
will you, dear friend, again and again through 

That | your life." 
“I see," said the young invalid, drying her 

tears ; “and | think 1 shal not let these wemoirs 
trouble me again 80,” 

““T am sure you will not, dear, when once you 
have learned to keep constantly in mind, that 
each hook of the kind—in as far as it is trath. 
ful is only an isolated record of God's dealin 
with an individual—and must be taken as tha 
alone, not as a rule for his dealings with all, 
Add to this that no memoir, or blogrphy ean 
over, however aceurate and truthful, A Coin. 

. | plete picture of God’s dealings even with one 
soul. In its own nature a récord of the kind must 

| inevi be imp | full of omissions ; 
and we know all, which 1 believe, even’ in 
our own cases, is scarcely on earth, we was a ruin, with sorrow deplored Pani | ordil aod, kept very low, and others need 

o NW i ‘Reflector enced doctors, we could not tell why in ‘each should see that there has been far less inequality 

will, Tn our case, be neither. Our efforts will 

¢ Just because such accounts are the most in- | #ticks and wires, so that 

COUSIN MABEL’S EXPERIENCES. case such treatment was required. How much in God's dealings than appears; and that the 
* abundance of revelations’ have been often 
balanced, in others since Paul, by the * thorn in 
the flesh ;* though it may happen that we hear 
of thé one and not of the other.” 

** And I must try and not be distreesed by 
the kind friends who mean to comfort me and 
say things which I feel almost like a reproach." 
* That is a trial as old as Job's days, m 

dear ; and certainly I often wish that some BC 
ple who love to visit the sick and afflicted, 

and sincerely wish to minister to them, would 
try to do it with more tact and wisdom. Bat 
when the mistake is made by a really Christian 
friend, let us take higher ground. "They think 
that as a sufferer, you have the consolations as 
well as the tribulations which God sends to his 

ple; and so you have, though not exactly in 
the way they think, As some one says Ao 
story I was reading the other duy, 
not supported when they fike, or as they 
like, but still they are sapported first and last I 
And if br cannot sing as loud a ¢ Hallelujah ’ 
at all times, as your friends would expect you to 
do, you are tuning your harp for the strain 
which you will one day beable to sing in all ite 
fulness of joy, * Praise waiteth for thee in Sion !’ 
—that has often been a sweet thought to me. I 
know the original means ** is silent,” as you 
see in the margin, but sometimes I think it is 
like the silence when the worshippers are col- 
lecting, and the choir ix forming, before the 
service begins, When all are gathered, then 
the hymn of rye ins: and what a song of 
triumph it will be. Meanwhile let us wait, and 
em e on our instruments— if it be even 
hrough tears. ~ We can here below join in the 
plaintive, yet trustful strain of the prophet,— 
‘ The Lord is my portion, saith my soul ; there- 
fore will Hori in him, The Lord is good unto 

him, It is good that a man should both hope 
and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord.’ '’ 

Scientific, 
Se ee 

A Berren Usmnrgura Wanten,—A correspon- 
dent in"one of our exchanges asks the question : 
—Will-no inventive - genius improve upon the 
construction of the umbrella? ~ As at present 
formed this indispensible article is shockingly ill 
adapted to ite Rurpoess. The best part of it where one could put his head, is ocoupied by the 

half the sheltering 
cover is available. Then the roof is so con. g|trived as to cast the rain that falls upon it 
either on to the shoulderor into the cont pockets, 
or down over one's knees and feet. I'v remed 
these evils the sticks should be placed out of the 
center and a turned-up rim should be made to 
constitute a gutter, with one shoot or spout 
only, which can be turned into such a “osiion 
a8 to throw the water always to leeward of the 
pedestrian. If I were an umbrella maker I 
would endeavor to work out these improvements; 
us it is I can only enforee them upon the atten- 
tion of those whom they may concern, 

Grass axp Correr  Compounn.—A German 
editor says water glass and copper, when melted 
together ean be east or wrought under the ham 
mer and rolled ; making a new metallic sub- 
stance of an orange hue, and 80 hard that a file 
will not scratch it. It is translucent, and capa- 

Creansive Taintep or Musry BarrELs.——A 
yy | correspondent of the American Agriculturist, 
g| writes: “I have practiced the following plan 

for the last ih 4 years with complete success : 
Soak the barrel thoroughly with water, pour out 
the water, and while still’ wet, ill the barrel 
with clean, dry sand or loam, but sand is the 
more easily removed. Let it stand a few da ¥, 
turn out the sand or earth, and it will be as free 
from taint or must as when new. 

A man may have a large brain and « natural 
ly noble heart, but it his brain is poisoned and 
his stomach diseased by alcohol, he is not to be 
trusted with official position, 

How ro SerLir Rocks,— Parmers and others, 
who have oceasion to remove boulders from their 
fields, muy bregk them up into fragments as fol- 
lows: Drill u deen hole in the rock, at a roper 

int, and then fit into the lower portion of the 
le & oylindrical ingot of lead of corres nding 
dinmeter. ‘I'hen drive w mandrel, or hot down 
upon the lead hy repeated blows of a hwinmer. 
The lead will be expanded laterally, and, bejng 
inelastic, the pressure will accumulate, and after 
& while rupture the rock. "This method has 
none of the danger attendant u th f 
cried on nge pon the use o 

Dry wor in wood may be prevented by sonk- 
ing the timber for a short time a 
he = x in this way it stands the weather re. 

ly well, nnd is not subject to the decay 
to which unprepared timber is wo liable. 

Mr. Delaumier, of Paris, has invented a 
re of ea by ” damp in mines, hy passing currenty of electricity ulon Ir wire 
carvied through the mines. g Jog 

The celebrated artesian well of St. Louls has 
reached to the depth of nearly three thousand fiye hu feet, und in still going downward, No® 
one knows when the chase will be abandoned ; it hus been kept up—or rat! er down— day and 
night for two years und more, at the rato of 
three feet per day. 

Women have never produced an original genius 
in the pne department they study, as men Jo, 
music. Can they not originate musics! coM- 

| positions ? 

~— People are . . 

ble of being wrought into beautiful ornaments, 
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