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“ CHRIST THE POWER OF GOD”
1 CorinTnians 1, 24,
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(Concluded.)

2, Christ is the power of Godin the mimastra-
tion of' his Spirit,

It was expedient for Christ to go away, that
the Spirit might take his place. Josus was con-
fined to one place at o time in his humanity,
He nddressed more especinlly tho senses of his
disciples, and fondly they clung to his sensible,
loving presonce, just as we cling to our friends
and loved ones until we are forced to part from
thom at the river of death, When Christ as.
conded, ho sent the Spyrit of Truth trom his
Father to carry on the work on earth, while he
intorceded above on his mediatorial throne,
Wo have an advooate with the Father, Jesus
Chirist the Righteous; and the Spirit—invisible
omnipresent, regenerating, enlightening, cun.
vincing, converting and renewing—moving di-
rootly,immediatoly,and powerfully on our hearts.
Thus wo are reprosented in heaven by Christ;
be is representod on earth by the Spirit, and
the blessed work of reconcilintion is earvied on
both here and above. The Spirit is spoken of
under the figares of wind, fire, wator—mighty
agents in the natural world, On the Day of
Pentecost, ho onme a8 a rushing, mighty wind,
and appeired a8 clovon tongues of fire, and they
wero all filled with the Holy Ghost, and thus,
in fulfilment of the prediction of Joel, God pour-
ed out his Spirit in the last days; proved the
resurroction of his Song and inaugurated the
triumphs of Uhristinuity by the conversion of
three thousand in one day. The help of hu.
manity is in the power of the Spirit of God
over the spirit of man,

;!. Christ is the power of God in the Gos-
pel.

Christ is the author of & system of dootrines
and we expect to find the geniue, the ability, of
its author in the systoms he has formed, ** The
gospel of Ohrist is the prwer of God unto sl
vation to every one that belieVeth, to the Jow
first, and and also to the Greek."! The gospel
consists of two grand faots, the death of Christ
for our sins, and his resurreotion for our justifi-
cation, The firat assures us that an atonement
has beon made for sin; the second that it is ne-
ceptable to God, and that Christ is able to save
to the uttermost,  Christ dying and living, is the
central trath of the gospel—the heart's blood=—
the life of Christinnity, |

The gospel is a system of power, for it exhibe
its law ax the expression of God's holiness—law
in its mustery over the soul—law asa * schools
master to bring us to Cheist.”  This law, hroken
by man, has been kopt in all its intogrity by
Christ,  Ho has magnifiod the law, and made it
honorable, It is, in the hand of the Lord,
royal dindom and o crown of glory,‘ Christ has
suffered the extrome ponalty of the law ; he has
borne our sins in his own body on the treo ; he
is the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin ol
the world ; the end of the law for righteousness
to every one that helieveth,

The gospel is n system of power, for it mani.
fosty supremo, almighty love, Viewed from this
standing-point, it is benevolence raised to the
highest power up to God; for he so loved that
he gave his Son, und Christ so loved that he came
and redecmed us from the curse of the law, by,

boing made n curse for us, Christ loved his
Futherwustained and fulfilled his Law, He loved
us, and gave himself for us, The waters counld
not quench his love, the floods could not drown
ity death could notdestroy it.  ‘I'he love of Christ
constraineth us,

It is impomsible to believe the gospel, and not
be ohangoed by it, True faith consists in belief
of Christ's death and resurrection, and trust in
his person,  Such fuith Is exercised by the ve-
%cmomod foul, it hecomes n new oreation in
Jhrist Jevus, grows up into bim inall things is
filled from the fullness of God, and becomes n
r«rukor of the divine nature—hating and avoid-
ng ain, loving and practising that which is good
One man cannot change another man's will, oan-
not give n new willi but the living Christ,
through the Spiritand the gospel, makes his peo-
lo wnllng inthe day of hispuwer, The gospel

kow pos ession of the grand elements of hu-
man naturo—the head,the heart, the intelleot, the
omotiony, and brings all into subjection to Christ,
‘vlvho erowns his people with everlasting slva-
on,

Ohrist is the power of God in his gospel, for
he makos it triumph in the midst of opposition,
It finds wn enemny In the heart of every oirnal
man, and yot it not only exists, but s extending
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to do so until the kingdoms of this
come tho kingdoms of our God apnd his Christ.
The true Christian lsrel is numerically and
financially weak ; while the world 1s strong in
men and means ; and yet Christianity fails not,
for the Spirit of the living Christ inin-it, 1t is
the sword of the Spirit of Truth; it ia" the
soeptre of our King Immanuel, and it must
prevail.  Christ makes his power manifest in the
weakness of hisservants. Paul says, ** 1 glory
inmy infirmities, that the power of Chirist mnz
rest upon me.” “ God hath ohosen the foolis
things of the world to confound the wise; and
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to
cortfound the thingh which are mliht i and base
things of tho world, and things which are dos-
pised, hath God ohosen, yea and things which
are not, to bring to naught things that are : that
no flesh should glory in his presence.'’.

In the close of the gospel dispensation, Christ
shall come as the power of God to judge the
quick and dead. * The Father judgeth no man,
but has committed all judgment to the Son, he
cause ho is the son of man,” « When the son
of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy
l\h?('ll with him, then shall he sit on the throne
of hix glory, and before him shall he gathered all
nations ; and he shall separate them one from
another, a8 & shepherd divideth his sheep from
the goats, Behold he cometh with clouds ; and
every eyo shall see him, and they nlso which
plerced him ; and all k‘ndroda of the earth shall
wail beoause of him, Kvenso, Amen, And the
heavens departed as a soroll when it is rolled to-
gether ; and every mountain and island were
moved out of their places, And the kings of
the earth. and the rmt men, and the rich men,
and the chief captains and the mighty men, and
overy bondman und every freeman, hid them-
selves in the dens and in the rocks of the moun.
taing ¢ and sid to the mountains and rocks, Fall
on us and hide us from the face of him that sit-
soth on the throne and the wrath of the Lawb,
For the great day of his wrath is come. who
shall bo able to stand " :

We need this power, an individual Christinns,
a8 ministers of the Gospel, as churches, and ns
o denomination, that we may be centres of hal
lowed virtue for the healing of thenations ; that
we may the bo salt of the earth,and the lights of
the world, and cities sot upon an hilk: thout
the power that streams from the livin Christ,
all our efforts are in vain, Unless the Spirit of
Christ moves and impels ue, and his love con-
straine us, we are powerless,. Wo may have o
form of godlinees, but we know nothing of ite

ower,  Exoept we have power from on

igh—power that will strike at the root of our
selfishness and prompt us to consecrate ou:selves
and our ull to Christ's service, our educational
institutions and missionary entorprises will droop
and die ; and now, my brethren, they are in no
‘very flourishing condition, If the money that
has been lost within the bounds of our de-
nomination in sinful, selfish, covetous and rdola-
trous cfforts to pile up rviches and hoard up wealth,
had b.en given to Aeadin College and to a
Christian Missions, what good might have been
done, and what a revenue of joy and of “the
purest satisfaction would have been gnined !
And above all the n;‘))\mval of the Muster, the
** Well done" of the Judge, We do not want
ndditional machinery so much as we need to work
well what we have ~ We need the living Spirit
to move the wheels of our organizations, and
give them inereased velocity and force. We
ought to elevate Aendin College, and make it the
glory of our Zion, the exponent of our denomi-
national strength, We should make distant
lands and heathen tribes, and the heathen at
home, feel the pulsations of our spiritunl life in
our missionary seal and effort.  Aid for this we
need power from on high, that we may furnish
the men and the money for this bles ed work of
extending the triumphs of the cross.  One of our
hrothren, onlled of God, comes forward and
sy ,** Hore am 1: send me:" and now we
wint the means to sustain him in his conseerat-
ed toll,  Oh! for an expansion of soul, “an en-
lnrgoment of heart, that we may ** attempt great
thlnm for God, and expect great things from

Gud,

”th can have this power, The sccuring of o
higher degree of Christian efficlency, wore Chris-
tinn vitality than we possessed befire, is the
ohief objeot of this Convention, If we return to
our homes from this annual gathering, our spirit.
ual pulse not fuller and stronger in its heat than
when we camo, our meeting has been in  wain,
Lot us wait upon the Lord, and wo shall recew
our strength, Let us pray more in the name of
him whom the Father hears always, whose inter
cossion can never fail, who wields the forces of
tho universe, who holds the stare in his right
hand, walks amid the golden eandlestioks, and
turns the hoarts of men like the rivers of water.
‘* Ask and yo shall recoive; scek and yo shall
find; knock and it shall be opened unto you,"
Lt us have move faith, Our prayer should he,
* Lord, inorease our fhith,"”  Jesus said to his
disciples, * Yo boliove in God, believe also in
mo.'" Lot us by faith take strong hold of the
living, loving, rvlgnln*. all suffioient Christ,
‘“ All things nre possible to him that believeth,**
Faith removes mountaing of dificulty, Fuith is
the souvce of energy and success,  Ministers and
ohurchies are successfully in proportion to the'r
nith, 1f we have faith in the Triune God, we
shall rench the source of power and be filled,
not with the Spirit of fenr, but of powér and of
love, and of a sound mind, Let us wse vigorous-
ly the gtrength we have, and it will . increase,
\x’« shall be strong in the Lord, and in the
s,wor of his might,” We shall come spiritual

ideons, Samsons, and Davids, turning o flight
the armies of the aliens, or trampling them on
‘t‘l‘m ?old of lhu:tl». l“ the um:lun':t of unused

onlty, onpital, and energy, whic WO possers,
were gut Ir?to notive uporrt'\‘tylun for Christ and hu.
manity, we would march onward through these
provinoes and through foreign fields, * terrible
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its ihﬁuonoé ‘o‘;ir“tho worl;l .;.;}i".hun contlmibl A8 AN arm) w“..!{ bnnmu.”und tako pommori
orld, be- | of the land in the name of Jehovah Jesus,

Trifle not with this power 1 entreat you,-
Would you trifle with the grand forces of " na-
turo? With the lightning, the thunder, and
and the power of gravitation. You have read of
one who sported with the lightning, laughed at
the thunder, the volce of God, and Inid his hard
on the occan's wane,”’ as if on the neck of a
favorite chargoer, and talked of the waves bound-
ing beneath him as o *‘ steed that Yknows his
rider.” Poor miserable genius! his course was
o short and n sad one, - But we profess to be in
our sane minds, to have a provident care of our
safety and welfare, and would not trifle with the
wore of nnture.  Then dash not madly against
chovah's buckler, trifle not with Christ who
made the lightning, the thunder, and girds ycu
a8 with a garment, and holds you a# in his own
hand by the invisible, all-pervading power of
gravitation. I'rifle not with him who ean erown
with endless blessedness, or doom to eternal des-
traction.  Let us consecrato ourselves, onr suh-
stance, our all, to Christ, ncknowledge him nnid
serve him as our Maker, Medintor and Monareh,
the Blessed and Only Potentate, the Puwer of
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Yntelligence.
Eaaxr 10 nx Barrizko,—~On o recent ‘trip 1
baptized three : one uf them a lady 00 years old,
who had walked tourteerr miles that dayand cav-
rled her grandson, four monthe old, inher armns
half that distance,  All this, that she might hear
the yuspel and be baptined !
' A, GaLg, Gen, Miss'y,

Minxgaroris, Minn,

Pavr's Perits over acain.=A U, S. Baptist
Home Missionury says : * Inmy work in this field,
which is about 40 miles square, I have been i
perils among fleas, in perifn among bed-bugs, in
perils among mosquitoes, in perils among lice.”
= Macedonian,

- Note,  Cleanliness and Christianity go together.
The presence of hed-bugs and low indlcates & heas
thenixh state of soclety. ‘I'he gospel in the henrt in

troduces arder and beauty and taste into the home
ol the | eople.

Giving money to God is worship,  Our alms,
und not our pm(vrn alone, rench God and ar
remembered. Aots 10: 4.

Hianty Ruxronicar.~ A colored missionar
student says : ** From where the boat landed, o
my God-given steeds, [ bounded to-my fleld |
Wo suppose ho means to convey the idea thath:
went joyfully on foot,

There is said to be o singular presentimen
aluioat universal in India, that in thirty yew
the sin cleansing property of the river Gingy
will cease. The prevalence of such an iden wi
have n tendency to bring nbout the rcsult pr
dieted, - *

A native Oaftre prencher in South Afvica, Rev
Mr. Soota, has Intely produced in his own tongu. |
o translation of the Pilgrim's Progress, Portior .
of it are said to bo reproduced with Mhmitab, -
excellence and power, :

Reuiaion or Buppma,.—~Buddbism is the r .
ligion of about three hundred millions of peopl.
=nearly onesthird of the entire human me
In numbers cf adhorents, in elevation of princ .
ple, in the requisites of universality, ndnrtlng '
to n wide range of nationulities, no other r .
ligion but the Christian surpasses, or indee
onn compare with it, In these respects, Bud .
hism and Christianity divide the world, both t .
goether comprising twosthirds or more of t) s
whole humun family, Buddhism is the popul »
religion of China ; the State religion of "Thibx |,
and of the Burman Empire ; it i the religion ¢
Jupan, Siam, Annm, Asam, Nepaul, Ceylon,
in short, of nearly the whole of the Kaste
Asin,  What n vast work there in for Christin,
to perform, How great the demand for cons -
cruted diligence. But, stimulated hy the gracio
promises of God, we may work with assuran
of sucoess, ** Ask of me, nnd I shall give th
the heathen for thy inheritance, and the utte -
most parts of the earth for thy possession,

Hawatan - Mussiosanies,—Five native m' «
sionaries with their wives and ehildeen, sail |
from Honolula July Tth, for Micronesin, son o
4,000 miles westward, Rev, J. F. Pogue, del -
qute from the Hawalian Board, also accompani |
hwm. This is the largest party of misslonari
that has ever salled from Honolulu, and the far i
well services were of great interest, The Chur iy
was crowded, and several hundved accompanii d
the missionaries to the wharl.

Mr. Ferguson, n Scoteh missionary among the

Himalayn mountaing in Northern Indin, has b |
U0 converts, the fruit of five yeura's labo,
Sometimes in the mountainous regions it s i «
possible for him to crows to a village on the .o »
posite side of the valley, in which cuse he preac) «
es across to the people through a speaking trus« «

pet.

The latest story of progress in Hindostan b
acorimin grim pioturcsquences which is alino
humor, The great festival of Juggernaut wi «
held at Serampore in July, We all know wh
this used to be=for is it not in all the missi -
nary story-books and pictorinl geographies ?
the priests upon the platform of the huge car
dancing and shouting, handreds of woshippe
pulling at the ropes, und cFazy devoteos flingir ¢
themselves benecath the wheels, This year tl ;
erowd attracted by the spectacle was sonll, 1)
cars were dragged o short distance, by hir
men, and then left half ina muddy diteh; wit
the idols atill in _them and the flage flyin,
When the priests urged the peaple to Jmll. th )
irrevgrent populnee oried out, ** Why don't yo
ecome down and pull yourselves "' Nubody wi 4
orushed, nnh}:}y wis hart, and only three me
got drunk '—N. Y. Tribune Sept. 0,

Corvespondence.
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For the Christian Messenger,

SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE, &o

MORE EXTRACTS NBY A READER,

In the financial Report of the American Bap-
tint Mh:ninnnry Union, for 1869, ocour the fol-
lowing words ;

‘““The Noew Testament reveals a plan of
benevolence ua clearly as it unfolds a system of
doctrines, We need to got that system upon
the hearts and consciences of the putlie, '

‘* Systemntic honevolence loft n small balance
in the Trearury of Rev, Dr, Baldwin's church at
Troy N.Y..ut the close of the financiul year, But
for this nerangement the churoh would have been
$£1,000 In debt,—" Watchman and Reflector,

* The Christinn at Work™ for Sept. says 1=
‘‘In one of the smallest churches, near the ens
trance, may be seon two boxes, Over one Is
ninted, ** Tithos ; over the other, “Offorings."
ivery member of that church is held debtor to
the Lord to the amount of one-tenth. of his ine
come, This he pays regularly. If he desives to
rive from the ()lcm{wmmont fnw of tithes to the
New Testament law of love, he just pays
nis tenth and then passing over on the other side
bestows his gift.  The result is, thivt all the ox-
pences of the chureh are easily met and n hand-
some surplus for benevolent purposes is at the
disposal of the congregation, All this in o
church which, on the ordinary basis, would not
probubly begin to pay eurrent expenoes,

‘* A congregation composed o largely of the
poor, that they have always been sustained by
the parent ochurch, resolved to try to do some-
thing themselves. That there might be no ob-
staclo to even the poorest,boxes were pluced near
the entrance, in which deposits could be made at
any time. The amount contributed by ench in-
dividual was known only to God and himself,
The wotive urged was gratitude to God, and the
method ndvised that lnid down so plainly in
Holy Writ : “Let each one lay by in store the
lirat day of the week as God has blessed.” He
that had received nothing, it was added, was, of
course, to give nothing, He that had recelved
little was not to give n great deal, and ho who
recoived much was not to give n little, Kight
yours have passed ®ince that rosolution was
taken, During that time no plate or subsorips
tion paper, with a single exception, has been
passed. - They have given ** of their poverty'' on
what thu{ regard a Seripture basis ; ench one
responsible to God alono for the use or labour of
his _opportunities, - The result may, porhaps,
best be shown in figures :

First year.ooooo 0 8 70 OOIth YOAri i 81,040
Second ennea e 140 00 Sixth " ..........1.400

fhird. * coeneescdBU W[ Seventh ' sennnenss 3,800
Fourth * cooouo.-:OOWk‘nh‘h " .........8.200

The people love to give, and the Lord 1 most
evidently bestowing His blessing, if these fots
shall huf others to better understand and  prao-
tice the g)lnucor'n Rule, our purpose will be lﬂ‘nlly
attained.”

** There is an increasing interest on every hand
to ascertain how the present system has sicoced-
ed in churches where it has been adopted nnd
carried out. So far ns ascertained, the system
has worked admirbly, and given satisthetion, '

** In St. Jumes (Episcopnl) church, Mil-
waukee,the envelope system of freo offorings ench
Sunday has been in vogue threo years past, and
the testimony is that it works” well. All the
money that s necded is raised, without church
fairs, pew renting or any such expedients,”

**Bome ohurchman has aceurately computed
that if the families consecrate onestenth of their
income to pious uses, the result will maintnin an
eleventh family, viz; the pastor’s, Any chureh
of ten families Is therefore dum«mutmlyvl selfs
supporting: "' W. &R,

At o recent Mass, Associntion ** n vote was
taken earnestly recommending the ohurches to
enter upon a systematic plan to raise funds for
henevolent {mrp«mm according to the plan su
gested by Paul to the chureh at Corinth,"— /8,

A May number of the same paper giving an
nccount of & meoting of the Baptist Socinl U‘u‘\lon
in Boston, says ;

‘* There was one little, thing among the inter
osting exercives of the evening that struck us ns
particularly mgnifieant,  Tn tho letter read hy
tov. Mr, Garner, of the Charles Street Ohurch,
supposed to have been written in 1000, by »
Boston correspondent of the Hong Kong
Mercury, It was said that whereas a century ngo
only bne of the thirteen churches of Boston had
ndopted the froe-pew system, there was now not
one of the there hundred and poventy-five whioh
did not adopt it,  This was received with suoh
hearty applauso by all present as showed plainly
enough what are the inner convietions of the
Inymen of Boston on the subjeot thus incidental.
ly introduced, There was no mistaking the
menning of this sudden and spontaneous burst,
“ Carleton” was among the speakers of the
evening, In the course of his interesting nddross
he said that the houses of worship were freo all
over the world, among all religions, except
Christionity ; and  that of the three great
divisions ol Christendom, Roman, Greek and
Protestant, the latter alone adopted the excly.
sive wystom ,—n systom, whose practieal warking
in our large cities in to shut out from the liruse
of God o large part of the common people,
Hurdly could n mere painfully suggestive stites
ment be made, In our opinion the Nocinl Union
would render a most fitting and timely worvice to
the cnuse of Christ, if it would institute n thorough
discussion of this whole matter,

It gives us plensure to add the following from
the Traveller, published on the same day of the
meeting of the Union ;

The Baptist Society in Malden, of which Roy,
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