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show you what I do.” Putting his band 
into his pocket, he withdrew some papors, 

i and added, ** Last night wo had u long 
Nn debate, and I octupied the time in trans. 

b I 8 lating into Greek, as you see, the hymn, 

} 

“ Rock of Ages." 
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. For the Christian Messenger, 

(STERS® INSTITUTE AT WOLF. 
ae. VILLE. 

EL] 1 ; o— 

Dear Eprror,— 
A goodly numberof Baptist ministers 

r met in the Vestry of Wolfville Baptist 

| y Oburch on Tuesday morning, 21st Inst. to 

blll organize the long needed * Ministers Insti- 

(Ei tute.’ The meeting was called to order by 

| | Rev. David Freeman. 
RE Rev. Dr. Tupper was chosen President, 
Ril and Rov. 8. W. DeBlois, Secretary. 

The Introductory Lecture by Rev. AW, 
Sawyers, D. D,, was then called for. Tt 

was, a8 might bave been expected, an able 

gal! paper. The necessity for such an organiza- 
lh tion for the mental and spiritual improve. 

ment of the Ministry, was clearly shown, 
| together with somet ing of the History of 

| intsters' Institutes on, this continent. The 
Lecturer then presented in a most forcible 
manner some of the conditions of a minis- 
ter's success, viz: A hearty reception 
and belief of the truths he preached, Hind 
a sincere and all pervading sympathy for 
humanity. The next lecture was by the 
President, Rev. Dr. Tupper on ** The uses 
of Old Testament.” It would occupy too 
much space to give even an outline of this 
ve e lecture ; suffice itto say, the sub. 
jeot was well handled, and the uses of 
the O. T., shown to be many and all im. 
portant. 

The afternoon and evening sessions were 
made seasons of thrilling interest to the In- 
stitute by Dr. Crawley's two Lectures on 
‘* The Method's of preaching.” In the 
light of the lecturer's theme, and the 
masterly marifier in which it was piesented, 
all saw and felt their deficiences and mis. 
takes, and, I believe, resolved by the grace 
of God to correct them, 
On Wednesday morning there was a 

I meeting of the Governors of Acadia College, 
at which the members of the Institute were 

| invited to be present. Some important 
resolutions were passed, among which I 

1 may particularly refer to those which relate 
i to the Zheological Department. Provision 

/ is now to be made whereby candidates for 
i the ministry may be ** encouraged and ox- 
i ected” to remain a year or more in the 
{ ollege after graduation, in order to pursue 

: Theological studies. 
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1 The Faculty are empowered to divide 
among themselves the several branches of 
Theological instruction, and publish the 
arrangement, as soon as completed, in the i 

I denominational organs and in the College 
if Jatalogue. This is a movement, which 
if I judge will be very satisfactory to the 
} arm. The preparation of young 
i men for the ministry should take place here; 

but we have never been in such favourable 
circumstances as now for providing the 
means. The Faculty being larger than ever 

= before (having six members) there will be no 

EE 

paper % i HEA) Visitation,” showing : On Sunday afternoon, at 47 P. M., a Prayer in Halifax is certainly incorrect. The 
the great importance of this branch of minis. 
terial work. That, however learned or elo- 
quent the preacher's sermons might be, he 
would not be a successful pastor, if Pasto- 
ral Visitation were neglected. 

Being obliged to leave before the even. 
‘ing session | did not: have the pleasure of 
hearing the last leoturs before the Institute 
on the ** Sceptical Tendencies of the age 
and how to meet: them” by Rev. T. A. 
Higeins, but have heard since, it was most 
excellent. | 

I may here say that prolonged and use. 
ful discussions followed all the lectures, 
Tho happiest feelings prevailed throughout 
all the meetings, and I am sure all separat: 
ed feeling that the first meeting of our 
Ministers Institute was a most remarkable 
FUCCORS, 

It was resolved that the Tnstitute should 
be held annually, the next ‘meeting to 
be at Bridgetown. Votes of thanks 
were passed to the Wolfville friends for 
their hospitality and to the Railway autho- 
rities for reduced fares. 

Yours truly, 
ONE PRESENT, 

Halifax, Dec, 28, 1869, 
ree Pe BIE eae 

Cynstian Stdessenger. 
HALIFAX, DECEMBER 20, 1860. | 
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Another of the earth's cycles is bmi 
completed, and, as on a journey we loo 
at the milestones, think of the number 
assed, and reckon the distance we still 
ve to travel, so do we as the close of the 
year approaches look back and forward, 
and institute enguiries as to our standing, 
Reheat and prospective, It is wholesome 
or every individual to do this, 1'erhaps 
reader you would find.it a profitable task 
to take more than a glance at the various 
changes there have been in your experience, 
and history. Lessons of humility might be 
learned from your failures, lessons of thank- 
fulness from mercies received, and lessons 
of wisdom from observing the mistakes of 
the past, and of hope and encouragement 
by a remembrance of the unexpeoted inter. 
positions of our Hea enly Father, 
The rapid flight of Time should teach 

ur thut the remainder is all uncertain, | 
Some have been called to give up their 
friends parents, children, brothers, sisters. 
How sad would be the prospect if we felt 
that the persons whose deaths have been 
recorded during the past year, were to be 
no more forever; but, thanks be to 
God, we sorrow not as those without hope. 
They shall rise again and we shall meet 
thew again, We need no ** Gates Ajar"” 
more than is given in the Divide Word to 
let us know that Jesus lives and because 
hgdives we shall live also if we are his faith- 
ful followers. 

But what has been the history of the 
year, Perhaps there have been but few 
years when there have been less of ** wars 

{ 

and rumors of wars” amongst the nations, P° 
Wo may cherish the hope that permanent 
progress hus been made in the world during 

1 difficulty in making the allotment, I am 
il mel incliped to hope that the knowledge of this 

LN fact, will have its influence in disposing the | 
churches to increased liberality when the 
annual appeal is nade to them for econ. 
tributions towards the current expenses of 

( the College. : 
{i On Wednesday afternoon the Institute 
Hl was favoured with Revd, David Freeman's 
4 : Lecture on“Campbellism,” showingits origin 
{ and progress, its doctrines and yoghy 
| istics. The Lecturer had thoroughly pre. 
I. pared himself and referred the Institute to 

L148 the sources of his information. Many, we 
: believe, were put on their guard against this 

insidious and specious system of error, 
| Wednesday evening, Rev, George Arm. 
#45 strong delivered a most eloquent and in 
i structive lecture on “Doctrinal Preaching.” 

21 Not, however, as distinct from experiment] 
|B and practical, but as forming the basis on 

which the others rest. He shewed that tod 
had joined these together, adducing copious 
examples from the discourses of our Lord 
and his Apostles, where the Doctrinal, Prac. 
tical and Experimental appear harmoniously 

blended, and they should not inthe ministry 
of any be put asunder. It was full of rich 
gems of thought 

Thursday morning, Dr. Cramp's two lee- 
tures on **Chureh Development,” with only a 
short intermission between them, were de- 
livered for the benefit of the Institute. 

These, us might be supposed from the 
celebrity of their author, were masterly 
productions. We dare not Age ir upon 
your space in giving an outline of them. 
On the afternoon of Thursday, Rev. BE. 

F. Foshay read an able and instructive 

the year, in advancing the time when men 
hall learn war no more. A few restless 
spirits in the West have raised a hostile. 
feeling against the proposed change of gov- 
ernment, from that of the Hudson's Bay 
Company to that of this Domiuvion, It is 
not ikely, however, that such a state of 
things will long be allowed to interfere with 
the pases, the best interests, and internal 
development of that vast region. 

There have been rapid strides made dur. 
ing the year, we believe, in almost every 
nation of the earth, but there is ground of 
hope that every succeeding year in the! 
future will see the work of 1 stinn civili- 
zation marching on with accelerated speed, 
till at length all the natiobs shall be pre. 
pared to receive the glorious gospel of the 
lessed God ; and cventually wen of all 
nations will join in the exclamation, * the 
kingdoms of this world are become. the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,and’ 
Le shall reign for ever and ever.” 

WEEK OF PRAYER«=1870, 

Iu"the Messenger of Dec. 15th, we gave 
the Circular of the Evangelical Alliance, 
with the subjects suggested for united 
pater for the several days of the 
rat woek of the New Year, ho Halifax 
Jommittee have, after consultation, adopted 
the said list of subjects, with the addition 
of one wore for Saturday the 8th of Jan. 
viz. : * For the suppression of Intemper-' ent for fami 
ance.” 
The times and places of the meetings in 

Halifax will be as follows : 

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, DEC. 29, 1869. 

Meeting under the nusplees of the Young Men's 
Ohristinn Association, to be held a§ the New 
Mission Church, Barrack Street u 
Monday, Ohalmers' Church, at 0}, 

and 74, P. M, > 
Tueeday, North Baptist Church, nt 94, A, M., 

and 74, P. M, : 
Wodnesday, St. Mate Church; at 

“ St. John's Church, ut 74, P. M. 
Thursday, Brunswick Street Church, 04, A. M., 

and 74, P. Ms! TORE TUE C. 
Friday, Granville Stteet Church, 94, A. M,, 

and 74, P. M, | 
Kaye Street Church, 74, P, M, 

g Rueda, rafton Street Church, 94, A. M,, 
 ] L . 

Sunday afternoon, at 4§ o'clock, Closing 
Prayer Meeting under tho auspices of the Young 
Men's Christian Association in the Now Mission 
Church, Barrack Street, 

Besides the Week of Prayer it is pro- 
pans that Tuesday, the 7th of June, 1870 

e¢ observed as a Day of Special Prayer 
for the children of Christian Parents. In 
reference to this the Council say : 
The blessing of God so graciously vouchsafed 

in previous years t) the united prayers of Chris. 
tian paren's for their children has suggested to 
the Council of the Alliance to renew their ine 
vitation for this purpose, Taking advantage of 
this circular, they cordinlly and wffectionately 
invite Cliristinne throughout the world to set 
apart Tuesday, Juve 7th, 1870, for earnest and 
united prayer for the conversion, holiness, nod 
usefulness of their children, 

Se Wh wa 

We are sorry to find that the writer of 
the article in our last, on the Windsor 
Baptist Church, is unwilling to have the 
sentences omitted which, in all kindness 
to him, we eliminated from his comunmica. 
tion. As however he requests their publi. 
cation on the conditions we named-—=thut 
the writer take the full respousibility. by 
giving his proper name—we submit; but 
must at the same time tako the opportunity 
of suggesting that he has either made some 
mistake, or else has been misinforined with 
i» to'gomo of tho statements he makes. 

rH. H. Read, the ** Member of the 
Church” who wrote the article, writes again 
with a request as follows : 

“ If you feel disinclined to insert the forego- 
ing anomymously I will be obliged if you will 
insert it together with the omitted sentences over 
my proper signature,’ 

Hero then is ** the foregoing :" 
AN EXrLaNarmion 

Windsor, Dec. 23rd, 18069, 
Mr. Editor,— 

You have mutilated my letter of the 17th, 
alleging, that the remarks omitted contained n 
reflection on some good christian people, and 
christian churches. | 

vacant seats in both churches are at all 
times open for the use of any persons who 

A Ms choose to Vo them, and such persons 
0. CAD Assure Read, are welcomed to 

he renting of a pew is entirely a volun. 
yt ity matter, and even the amount is adapted 

uik the circumstances of all. There are 
seats’ ‘too that are free to all and at 
all times, and they not the least desir 
able ones either. Some are occupied 
regularly ‘year after year by estoemed 
members of the church, und friends 
without having the smallest charge made 
for them. In addition to this there 
are in all parts of the house, seats that are 
most desirable in which any stranger would 
be most cordially invited by the occupant 
of tho pew. Such statements as those 
made by Dr. Read we regard as not 
likely to commend the system which 
is sought to be upheld by them, we regret 
therefore their publication. When a place of 
worship has all its pews occupied by parties 
renting them, it is time either to enlarge it 
or to erect a new building. 
We have been obliged to defer till next 

week a communication on the above sub. 
ject, 

“ The wages of sin 1s death.” 

' There are at all times an abundance of 
facts, illustrative of this very plain state. 
ment of Holy Scripture. It is as evident 
that moral and spiritual death, follow upon 
transgression of the law as it is that sin 
Sein in the destruction of physical 
ife. 
A kindred truth is now having some ter- 

rible illustrations, i e, ** When lust hath 
concetved it bringing forth sin; and sin 
when it is finished bringeth forth death.” 
We have abstained from bringing before 

our prone vg ow by two or three of the 
mere sententious New York telegrams—the 
story of the Richardson murder, snd the 
marriage of the murdered man on his death 
bed to the wife of his murderer, as it istoo 
~revolting in all its aspects; to think of except 
with feelings of loathing and disgust. In 
all its surroundings it is a most vivid com- 
‘mentary on the pr veep nature and con- 
trolling character of sin. - This has been » 
leading topic, not only in New York, but in 
every part of the Union, and many other 
nations. 

| We do not propose to notice the horrible 
“details of the case, but for the purpose of 
“drawing from it the lessons it teaches, we 
may mention that Mr. Richardson one of 

-— 

om on all ocoasions, rich and poor alike, + 

Allow me to say that 1 distinctly disavow an | the principal writers for the New York intention to cast wny reflection of the kind, and Zribune, an wocomplished and able writer, 
as my romarks were divected against the pew- was an intimate friend of Mr. McFarland, 
rent systew solely, I am ato loss to understand and his wife, a handsome and talented 
how any other than a morbid perception could 
see in them any personal reflection whatever, 

A Mexuer or THE Ununen, 

Here are tho omitted sentences : 
“ The Re%:send plan puts an effectual check on 

the growth of the congregation, and consequent. 
ly of the church, since persons will not become 

a have the right go seats, 
The growth of dharvity in christians is re- 

pressed by on system which carefully protects the 
the comfort, perhaps the pride, while it refuses 
the bread of life to those who may be perishing 
at our very doors, By that system also the 
church ix prevented from doing the first dut 
set for it by the Saviour, which is to reflect the 
light of truth to the largest possible number of 
the surrounding community, and as an instance 
of its working 
families in Halifax who are prevented from at. 
tendance on the means of grace " the amount 
of rent demanded for even the least desirable 
pews." 

We were unwilling to endorse these 
statements or even take the responsibility ot 
publishing sach assertions. And now that 
our friend persists in making them, we 
must take the liberty of questioning their 
acourpoy, If our Windsor brethren sue- 
ceed in their new arrangement with regard 
to their financial matters, we shall most 
sinceroly rejoice with them. They may 
have arrived at the condition to offer ull 
parts of their house of worship to the use 
of all alike, and we hope they have. All 
honor to them for making the attempt. 
We are not desirous ourselves of dis- 

oussing the questions involved in this 
arrangement, but we havo felt quite willing 
to allow the use of our columns for the 
advocacy of the plan, as we think it has 
some advantages. Still we aro not yet 
sure that it is unchristian for a porson to 
have a claim given to him, in caso he is 
present before the hour of service, to a 
oertain portion of a house of worship. We 
have the ir og vr also that it is conveai- 

ies to be able to sit together, 
and to know where they may find their own 
books, &o., in the House of God. poli 
The statement respecting Baptist familids 

rmanent attendants on public-worship unless | 

mny state that there are Baptist | P 

woman, 
| Mr. McFarland being improvident, and 
| is said pos; xg possibly occasioned by 
his wife's conduct, the latter engaged hers 
self a8 an actress in one of the theatres, 
| and her intimacy with Richardson increased 
until Mrs. McFarland eventually sought for 
a divorce from her husband, that she might 
be married to Richardson, McFarland 
stung by the attentions of Richardson to 

him. He subsequently shot at and fatally 
wounded him. Mrs. McFarland having 

J failed to get a divorce in New York, ap- 
lied for and obtained an act of divorce 
rom the State of Indianna, Under the 
retenco that this was all in aceordance 

with the law, she was married to the dying 
man Richardson, just in his last moments, b 
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, Rev, Dr. Field, 
and Rev, O, B. Frothingham, each of whom 
took part in the tragic ceremony. Me 
Farland is now indicted and awaiting his 
trial. Whether there will be a conviction 
by a New York jury, and the crime will 
meet its due reward, is a question which 
many will wateh with deep concern. 
"i late despatches it appears that the 

legal authorities of New York, do npt hold 
the divorce of Mrs. McFarland as legal, 
cpr she is to be prosecuted 
on a charge of bigamy, and all the parties 
in the marriage ceremonial are to bo indict. 
ed on a charge of aiding and abetting, 

Avothor illustration of the nature and 
effects of trifling with sin, is that of John 
A. Munroe, who is now lying. in St. John 
N. B., condemned by judge and jury, and 
by the unanimous voice of his fellow-citi- 
sens, for the murder of his illegitimate child 
and its unfortunate mother. We doubt not 
he will shortly be launched into eternity, 
to appear before the judge of all the earth. 
What terrible commentarics are these upon 
the truths with which we began !- 

Education and talent are no guarantee or 
security against a course of sin, resulting in 
destruction, both temporal or eternal. 
Neithor ia christian parentage, Bin indulged 

~ 

his wife, shot at him, but at first failed to hit 
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