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For the Ohristian Messenger,’ 

CWHAT DO YE MORE THAN 
OTHERNIY 

] Matt, v, 47, 

What have I done, Oh! Blessed Lond} 

In vain © look to see 
Some worthy gift, same work or deed 
That shall my answer bey 

10 find some battle wisely fought, 
And gained o'er earth und sin == 

Some onward progress to the gate 

Where | would outer in, 

What have T'done Deloved Lord ? 
Thou Ree'st the devious way, 

Duties neglected, chorished sing, 
My wandering and delay) 

The laggurd goal that searce would hear 
The Spirit's gontle eally 

My selfish will, and proud, cold heart, 

Dear Lord, Thou seest ull 

There (8 the plain safe way, the path 
That shineth more and moe, 

There are the footsteps where Ho trod, 
And there the Cross 11¢ boro 

But 1 have left undone the things 

Thou gavest mo to do, 

And shrunk dpnoath my orossy and fallod,=- 
Ah me, 1 know It now | 

Falled inthe love I owe my Lord, 
Fatled in my little task, 

Lacking the strength He freely gives 
To all who freely ask, 

I would have foflowed my dear Lord 
Through flood, and flame, and storm, 

Yor hath my cold hoart almost fulled 
In fortunes trenchorons calm, 

Hore at Thy feet, my Lord, my King, 
Once more I render Thoe 

That which my full heart gladly glvous 
An offuring full and free, 

Take Thou my heart, Beloved Lord, 
Though wouk and siu-deflled, 

And grant tho strength that Thou can'st glve, 
The g:uee to be Thy child, 

Thou know'st how full of weary care 
Ia life, how fur from Thee 

Our hearts, o'en when wo feel the glow 
Of warmost extacy, Fh 

This would I erave, though others stray, 
To do Thy perfect will 

Inife and death to follow Thee, 
And love und serve Thee still, 

AW, FP 
July 18¢A, 1869 

A 'storical, 
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ANCIENT BAPTINTERIEN. 

BY Its G, HATFIELD, OF NEW-YORK, 

Among the many objects of interest which 
the ecclosinstionl structures of Italy prosent 
to the architect, the antiquarian, and the 
Christian, the odifices erected for the ad. 
ministration of the rite of baptism have not 
received tho attention thoy deserve, It is 
the design of the following article merely to 
namo some of the baptisteries, and to state 
somo facts concerning them, ascertained b 
rocent porsonal observation. It is greatly 
to be desired that extended surveys and 
photographs of these interesting works be 
POPE and mado generally ncoossible, 

Distinot buildings, erected as baptistorios, 
may now be found in at least sixtoon cities 
of = vie: Rome, Ravenna, Florence, 
Pisa, Parma, Brescia, Arcoli, Cremona, 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, August <4, 18060, 
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such as rivers, lakes, and tho soa; and |tagonal dram of the lantern or cupola, The | was a complete building in 725. Its floor 

where these were not readily ncoessible, the | whole intorior has a very antique appear. fis paved with warble, and one may walk 
fountains and open oisterns abounding in|ance. ‘Lhe wmosales, on a po. ground, | freely across it without chstruetion § there 
Oriental countries, In the countrios whore with which the ceiling of ono of the two [ix no sunken baptistry with its guard railing 
Ohristianity gained its first converts, great [small chapels conneoted with the building, | around it, ax at Rowe § no, all is clear and 

cure was taken, and gront expense incurred, | is decorated, are of the Afth century, and {plain now, But in the pavement there is 

in, all the oftlen and towns of any size, to are among the wost ancient mosaics of |+een-the coping of tho original baptistery 
soouro a coplous supply of good water; a Rome. Tho usual restorations and repairs | that once occupied the coutre of tho floor, 

[fuet to which the noble aqueduots still ros | have Leon effected upon the building, from | The coping forms an octagon, of about the 
maining, and the ruins of many others, cons | time to time, and some additions and ddeo- | same diameter as that at tome, and bears 

tinue to testify, At the prosent duy, in|rvations have been made by various pontiff; [an inseription whicl wttests the fuot of the 
ltome, Naplos, Florence, Gonon, and other | but the walls and general arrangoments ave | former existonce and size of the sunken well, 

laces, there are large fountains in the pub. | doubtless substantially the same as at fist {and that in its place a font has been substi. 

{oe nquares, whore water is obtained ‘in |consteucted. In conueotion wih the work [tuted But the supplanting was not done 

abundaheo by all who will; nid, at many of {ot restoration, the names of Sixtus II, [as at Wome, - Hero the change wax more 

thom, there may now bo soon, almost every | Hillary, Anastasius 1V, Urban VI, and |thorough and complote, and suited move 

day, women washing soillod garments, Bes | Innocent X, are mentioned, These last two | porfoetly to the ngw practice of the rite, 

sido these, in the cours of every cobaldoras [restored it an it now fs, The building, asa |The depression wis filled up, and floored 
blo house and public building, thero is al whole, hag a very plain and ordinary ap-|dver with marble tiling, to compare with 
ways found a deprossion at the centre, into [ pearance, and, except for its antiquity, and {the flhor of the building, preserving only 

which enters the wator from the roofs, flow. | historion! associations, would awaken but|the coping to mark the location, the Torm, 

ing over the pavement, Thisoonstruction | little interest. Tho object for which tho |and the size of the original haptistery. The 

was moro conimon in the duys of our Sa« | building was orooted, attracts at once the | Romanists, having no need to obliterats the 
viour than now, as ix evident from the un« | a'tention of the visitor, ~ At the” contre, [evidence that immersion was the original 

covered ruins of Pompoell, where may bo| within the area bounded by the eight co- | mode, carefully wade this inscription, and 

Romans, In evory house, of any proton [ment of the floor, This depression, or well, {original practice, Their apology for the 
tions, the outor wall was made for strongth; | is ootagonal in plan, with sides equi distant | change in mode, is the authority of the 

high, thick, and solid, with very fow opon- [from the parallel with the sides of the [Church an authority, in their winds, equal 
ings for light or air. T'o obtain these latter, | bullding, and guarded with a hoavy railing | to that of the Bible, 
it was necessary and customary to construot andgbalusters of marble. The railings at! At Breseia, in the north of Italy, a oir. 

the rooms or apartments against the outer | tha sidos of this well, three foot seven inches | cular building of the ninth century is called 

wall, leaving an unocouplod spunoo at the [ high, measure eleven feet in length each, or [the ** Old Cathedral," but from its form, 
middle, of-more or loss amplo dimensions, | together, ighty-eight foot, the well boing | extornally and internally, and the faot that 

this open spnoe, or court, tho various rooms | woll is paved with marble, and its depth is [ within the eiroular colonnade, is depressed 

at tho outer wall fronted with thelr windows | twenty-two inches below the pavement of [below the other portion, the iudications ave 
and doors; the uppor apartments having | tho pring, or thirty-two inches below the | that it was originally not the Cathedral but 
galleries all around the court, and the root | marble coping upon which thio railing stands, | the Baptistery. 
of the house extending over tho gallories, | That the well was deoper originally, ix| At Bologna, also, the church of St. Ste. 
as woll as over tho rooms, These galleries, | shown by the marble ype. of the sides, | phanus, erected in the eighth century, is 

afforded largo opportunity for architectural | most entirely buried. It was originally, no [is now used us a chapel, as is tho ease with 
embellishment ; and; while from the extn. | doubt, about three and a half feet deep. the baptistery of Florence, and many others. 
rior, a house might appear unsightly, even| At the contre of the well stands an urn of Many of the baptisteries of ltaly now havo, 

hideous, in the massivonoss and roughness | green basalt, of sufioiont size to immerse u [and, probably, they all had, baptismal fonts 

of its unombellishod walls, a view of the in« | ohild in, © This urn is olovated upon a pe-|of ample dimensions for the immersion of 
torlor, from its court, would fill the behold. | destal surrounded by steps, Access to it|ehildron. Among those that now have them 

or with surprise and delight, This is the [is obtained by fivst dosconding into the {may be mentioned the baptisteries of Ore. 
type to which all Italian and Oriental | well, threugh a pe in the marble railing, | mona, Parma, Verona, P'istoja, Amalfi, Rae 
houses were made, in a greaier or less de. down the marble steps, and thence novoss | venna, and Pisa. The fonts in these are 

groo, to conform. Tho court, being opon | the pavement of the well, to the stops sur-| each hewn from one immonso blook of mar. 
to the ski #, received the sunshine and the [rounding the pedestal upon. which the urn | ble, usually from 8 to 12 feet diameter, 

rain in common with the roof of the house. | stands, This is so inconvenient and uuna- |The one at Verona is 81 foot ciroumference, 

The rain water from the roof descended to turil a contrivance, as to carry conviotion | from one piece of Veronese warble, That 
tho pavement of the court, and, togother to any candid mind that the urn was not a | of Parma is of yellowish red marble, in one 

with that which fell upon the pavement, part of thy original plan, It has been Wd | proos, vory large, and octagonal in. plan, 

found its way to tho cistern, or depression, | od since, The large quantity of water re- | but it is not now used; a small font at one 

at tho coutro. ‘The olstorn, sometimes, in quired to fill the well being out of all pro. | side being found quite sufficient for all pre. 
tho better class of housos, contained a founs | portion to the sive of the infants brought sent needs, In nearly all the cities of Italy, 

tain, from which water, brought by pipes there for buptism, and the dosive of the of. | a smaller font, holding a fow quarts of water, 
from some neighboring eminence, was | ficlating priosts for an arrangement which [is now employed. These, gonorally, are 

thrown upward, moistoning and cooling tho | would seoure the performance of the rite [not located in the baptiste ies, but in the 
atmosphere, nourishing tho plants and flow. without nooossarily wetting his own gar. | outhedrals, the baptisteries being turned 

ors at the margin of the fountain, and give | ments, wore the reasons for introducing the | fron their original purpose, and now used 

ing hoalth to the occupants of the house, | urn, Before tho urn was placed there, the | as chapels, 
Tho surplus water was carriod off by a waste | ordinance was sdminiatored to adults in the | Among the late baptisteries, one of the 
pipe. Those fountains, or cisterns, aro| woll or baptistry in prosence of the assom. most splendid is that at Parma, 1186-1281, 
many of thom of ample dimensions to serve bled SAprigthen standing within tho build. ' constructed entirely of rod and gray Vero. 

as baptisteries, and not only ix it probable | ing, and the candidates for baptism usgd wese marble, The baptistory of Pisa, com. 
that they wore used for this purpose, but it the two small rooms, now called chapels, mencod in 1152, is a ciroular building, 110 
cannot E doubted that these courts served for changing their garments, Horo in a foot diameter outside, 00 foot within, built 

aso typo of tho groat baptisterios after. building, planned and counstruoted for the of solid marble, its walls being 8§ foot thick. 
wards erected, and some of which, as they | xpress purpose of administering the rite The centro is sunk three stops below the 

now appear, wo shall moro partioularly des | by immersion, built in the early part of the ‘surrounding pavement, from whioh the spco. 
soriboe, fourth century, This building is a history tators witnessed the performance of the 

In Rome, is a building known as ** 8, |in brick and stone, Counstructed,originally [rite, The building is lofty, and is a fine 
Giovannt in Fonte,” and commonly called for immersion, =the immersion of adulta,= | specimen of Italian Gothic architecture, 

tho ** Baptistory of Constantine,” It is lo.| as is shown by its antique baptistry ; tho| Kuight, in his Eoolesiastical Arshiteoture 
ontod within a fow yards of tho great church font of green basalt placed upon the floor of of Italy, says: ** In tho carly ages baptiste- 

of St. John Latoran, once tho city Cathe. | that baptistry, tostifios, in enduring marble, ‘rios wore «end separate buildings, and al 

deal, It is built of brick, is octagonal in to the fact that the baptism of infants has ways either ina circular or octagonal form, 
form, and about 75 foot in diamotor, It, supplanted the baptism of adults, And the | The,baptism of adults only took place at 
wan oroctod by Constantine, and is glocorats | small bowlsized fonts now used, not in the threo groat festivals of Easter, Pente. 
ol with marblos, the remains of buildings | baptisteries, but in churches, are so many cost, and Epiphany, and, in consequence of 

Genoa, Novara, Padua, Verona, Lucos |still more unelent, The two columns at more monuments of another fact, that the restriction, very large numbers of per. 
isto Siena, Bologne. Of these, some ' the enstorn entrance, and the oight prinoipal “sprinkling has supplanted immersion, (sous wore baptized atthe samo time. Dis. 
aro plain and upretonding edifices, indica: | golumns of tho interior are of porphyry,| Tho baptistery of the city of Ravenna, on tinet and spacious baptistories were, in 
tivo of the style of the ago in which they 
wore designed, Othors are more elaborately 

Phoso latter eight, said to have beon the! tho easterly shore of Italy, is of equal an. consequence, erected, and, as plenary im. 

gift of Constantine, are so disposed in plan ‘tiquity with that of Rome, It was erected mersion was insisted upon, a circular bath 
decorated, while a fow, such us those nt an to form an ootagon having ita sides ye | 10 tho fourth century, and was restored, in was provided in the centre of the baptistery, 
Pisa and at Parma, are magnificont marble yallel with those” of the behwdg The'481, by Archbishop Neo. Like that of into which the neophytes deseenced by 

ng o . struotures, of great dinmoter and height, | oolumne are not all alike, some hav api+| Romo, It is ootangular in form, and tho steps, The inconvenionce of inoreasing mu 
Those monuments of the practice of im-' tals of tho Tonic order, and others of the large well at the contre, built of slabs of titudes, as woll as the progress of refine. 

worsion in Italy date back to the fourth Qemposite order, Thoy were not made for | Wh to- marble and pap ry, with an ambo ment, gradually led to a cliange of system, 
century, Provious to this there may have this ailding, but wore doubtloss taken from | or recess for the officiating priest, testifies Plenary immersion was no longer insisted 
been artificial baptisterion; if so, they were the ruins of somo heathon temple, T'heso | to the ancient practice of immersion. ‘upon, The coremony was transferred -to 

of a temporary character, and gave place to golumns carry an entablature by which they 
fubrios constructed of more durable matorl. are rood] 

The baptistory of Florence is an octago. the church, and the baptisteries wore gradu. 
nal structure, larger and finer than that of ally deserted. Adult Rapin now became and upon whioh stands ano. 

als, The first Christians would naturally ‘thor series of eight columns, smaller than Rome. It is 100 feet diamoter, and is sup. tho exception, and infant baptism the 
and necessarily soloct natural baptisterios, the former. Upon these Tatter rests the oo.' posed to date from tho sixth century. Lt rule."—Baptist Quarterly, July. 

clearly seen the plan of building among the | lumns, there is a deprossion in the paves to this day, speak freely ofimmorsion as the - 

according to the sire of the house, Upon |abgut twenty-eight foot diameter, The | the centre part of the floor, that included 

with their columns, archos, and cornioesyithe lower rail or band of which, is now al. | supposed to have been tho i gio © It 
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