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By love constrained go and proelaim
1o distant Karens velled in night,

The mtmu*f of that bless'd name
Which ehanges durkness into light,

With straining v{vn they westward look
Formon their bondage to release,

To bring them to the Holy Book
And publish on their mountaing peace.

Go then and seck thy wandering flook,
Whoso land no living wators give,
Aud point to them the Smitten Roek,
And bid thém drink its strenms and
live,

Go to that parched and arid fleld, '
With heavenly seods i nplant the ground .
So shall the desert harvests yield,
And with the reapor's song resound,

oy take to them the living bhread
Which God to us has freely given,
And lot their famished souls be fod
With mannn that comes down [rom
hoaven -
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Go bid the lame with gladness hound,
And tonch the stlent tongue to sing,

And let the distant vales resound
The-praise o' Zion's Glorious King.
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LETTER FROM REYV,

A Iy PORTER,

TanNaovnra, Viororia, AusrtrALIA,
July 15th, 1869,

Dear Bro, Soldeiim="

This is a world of change and disap.
pointment,  Man appoints but God dis.
appoints, It was my flxed purpose to
settlo in Now Zoaland but God's ways are
not our ways.  After writing you from
Dunedin I visited some of the gold fields,
and the Lord wont with me, @nd greatly
aided weo to deliver my mossago of salva.
tion, | preached in six difforent gold dis.
triets to large and attentive audiences, and
was greatly encouraged, In four of these
places the people urged me to settlo among
them, offorivg to support woe liberally, the
collections nlone during my threo woeeks
travel amounted to 879, 1 should have
heen disposed to looate myself in the
Mount lda uum distriot where I have roa-
son to believe my
Uod in the conversion of souls, but 1
lonrnod that the winters here are very
severe,  Not so long, and cold as in N wva
Scotin but very wot, and trying.
have snow in the valloys about a wonth,

FHalitivx, Nova Scotin, We

labors were owned of!

Lo . AL -

FAMILY

tevvent i spirit,” |

Lord and carnestly sought divine divee-
tion,  The result was that in four days we
~were all on board the fine steamer Tarasua
1000 tons sailing for Melbourne with the
intontion of visiting Bro. Hobbs as ho had
(0Dt un n pressing invitation  Tho first
place wo onlled ut was Port Littletan, where
' Wo remained twenty=four hours, 1 took the
stoam oars and wont up to Uhrist Church a
distance ot ten wiles, 1§ milos of this line
Lis a tunnel through a very high mountain,
This is the prottiest town I_ever saw, It
v surrounded by rich lovel plaing for about
thirty miles with high towering mountaing
fur in the distance, whilo that on the Port
Liyttloton side is very near looking down
upon thoe eity § presenting on the wholp a
soeno whose magniffoonce boggars all des-
oription, Here are beautiful hedges for
fonces, and extonsive fields of goldon wheat
now ready for the reapers, lquru 1 found
a close communion. Baptist Church with o
fine now chapel, but without” a Pastor, I
expooted to meot the Rev. Mr, Thornton
who had been their successful Pastor for
four or five yoars, not knowing that he had
lefv the place, 1 soon learned that ho had
fullen into some disgrace on account of
somo irregularitios of many years ago, that
rocontly came to the kuowledge of his
vongregation, and- groatly interfered with
his usotuluess, So ho had suddonly dos
cumped Lo parts unknown some two months
before.  lere wepe six converts waiting
for Baptism, and there soemed to be a
gracious wo k going on among the people,

break to them the bread of life, but how
oould L} The ship was out in the Harbor
of Port L. My family wore u%mm‘d.
Our stufl in the hold, only an houf to de.
oide, and, £30 stecling paid for our pas-
sugo to  Melbourne, 1 could only say,
The Lord's will bo done, 1 may Jo direo-
tod to return, They followed we to the
station, aud oxprossed an carnest desirve
that the return steamer would bring wme
baok.  Wo next visited Wellington whieh
ix u protty little town all surrounded by
lofty mountaing, but it is a very dull place,
ospooinlly now on account of the Maori
troubles which are principally in
ton I'rovineo, We noxt orossed
twonty hours at the vity of Nelson,

formerly from Nova Scotia,
woalthy

um‘wu{
delicious grapes and  ponches
noted for its fine fruit,

habitants,

Pastor of the Baptist Chure

and spond the evening at his  house.

ministor for four yoears.

They wished mo vory much to romain and

Welling- | conoh, The brethren mot we, and gave me
_ and | a warm reception,
sailed down Cook's Steait  and called for| Da

lmui
Hore | was fiest wmot by Me. Dodson | place.
Ho is now a|
brewer, I spent a fow hours very | mewmbors,
ly at his mansion, foasted on his | years, but there had been no net inerease, |
Nelson is |and they wero discouragod.
It is a sung littlo ‘ neat stone building call
thriving, howe-like town of about 4000 in- {and a parsonage free from debt.

[n the ovening the Rev. Mr, Davis for- | and they poured out thoir he
morly a wissionary in Coylon, now the } and praiso,
i)u in this place, | wators |

oame on board and would have us all go up  Here is a fine baptistery that never was |
He | before conseerated by a baptism, and you
They | had not enjoyod a visit from- o Baptist| may be sure it caused no small stiv in'the

3 So we took the | town.
und on the mountains all around in sight horse cars and went up to the eity with | was full

dnesday, September 1, 1809,

a8 it most always does here. And there
Was a soene, in gotting them all wafely on
board which can be better imagined than
doseribed, but at Jast all are-sate and the
bags of gold too, and after six days of
cohtinuous hoad gales we entor the boautis
ful Yarra, and wind our narrow way ubout
throo Thilos up to tho' city "of Molbourne.
Wo had been on bourd fourteen days, but
this is nothing for us now, and we enjoyed
tho passuge much. I would give you

desoeription of Melbourne mnix its: muny
beautiful suburban towns, but I have too
much elso to write, and must defor this
until anothoer time when I hope also to give
an acoount of Otago. Waiting here for
further advieo from bro. Hobbi we rented
a protty little cottaze in tho vity of Calling
wood two miles from Melbourne. Here
wo stayed six woeks during which time 1

had proached in most of tho Hu{ni-l
Churshes in and atound the city of Mel-
bourne, in Collin's St, and Albert Mt

Churches, in Melbourne, in Callingwood,
Two Sabbaths in the City of EKmerald Hill,
hero I was much intemgsted,  Ang
the City of Willinms town,

There is a Baptist Association in Victoria
similar to yours. This Associntion has
what is unliml an  Executive Committee,
somothing like your missionary board,
which meots in Melbourne monthly, This
committee after hewring me preach, requost.
od me to take three wmonths wission to
Turnagulla, where there was a swull Bap-
tist church that had been six months without
a Pastor. 1 agreed to spend two wveeks
with thom, or until I should hear from Dr.
H., The time was set, and the church ad-
vised of my coming, whon two letters vame
from Christ Church praying me to “go over
and help thew,” which T felt disposed to do ;
[ took -theso letters to the Secretary, Bro,
Wade, an aged divine, asking him to re.
loaso me from my engagomont.  Tlis an-wor
was, ** My dear brother go up to Tarna.
gulla two weeks and if you do not think the
call to labor there quite us urgont as this
from Christ Church, then you ean dotermine
yoursolf what course to pursue.” o |
camo 78 wiles by rail and 830 miles by

one in

Ator tho Hrst Lord's
it was evidont that God had sent me,
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night and day, only stopping 25 hours for
Subbaths I preach once a woek in a simi-
lar mining town throo miles away, called
Maidentown or New Chum, also once a
woek in o beuutiful agricultural town five
miles from here called Now Bridgo—wharo
thore is a growing interest -~ So you seo |
am not idle, I proach five times a weok and
attend other meotings, My hoalth has been
vory good.  After the winter set in, which
is the rainy season, my lung pained mo
considerably, and I was afraid 1 should
again break down, but God has been bottor
to me than wmy fears, I am now quite
strong aguin, It ix now wmid-wintor, and
the woather i delightfal. My peas, tur.
nips onions, &o. are just up, and the grass
and trees aro very green.  Gold wining
and grape and wheat growing are tho prin-
cipal industries in this colony, but 1 do not
think mining pays any better hore than in
Nova Neatia, and T would quite as soon be
a farmeor there as here.  Nome seasons are
very good, but more nro eursod with «l\‘nllxht.
nnd thousands of sheep and eattle dio for
want of water,  There are no wells of pure
water here, below the surfaco it is brackish.
The water for Louse use is all caught from
the iron roofs,

Miners' wages ho.e average £2 10s,
storling a weeky farmers and nh‘«n)hvnh not
nearly so much, The climate for nine
months of the year is delightful=—=then como
the hot winds, or black winds us some oall
thom, which from their deseription I judge
must be romothing fearful  The forests
aro over groen but not pretty like home.
The scenory wo far as T have traveled in the
colony is very tame, and uninteresting, No
doubt this is destmed to bo a great coun-
try, but 1 would eandidly advise my friends
at home who are doing well, to be contented
at home==and if they are not doing well
there, they would not bo very likely to do
better here, It is true a good many for.
tunes have beon made hero=but not more
thun one in twenty is sucoessful ; quite us
many got rich there as here, and I am sureo
the common people in Nova Seotia live far
better than they do here. Hundreds, yea
thousauds of people here are striving with
wil their might to make enough to g» home
and be comfortable, and they seem to eare

had a great work for wo to do at this |
' ‘ . \ !
The Church consistod of thivty bona fide |
They have had a pastor for five

Thoey havo a |
ol &benexer ('/ul/u {, |
'ho |
Hopo rovived, |
WrLS in prayer
Sinners eried for moerey, the
were troubled the second Rabbath,

Church immediatoly awoke,

The lateut enmity to our princinles
] | |

y aroused and warnings thunderod !

of the town the year round ; and. I was him, and had a most delightful time. | from some pulpits, but we paid little atten.
convineod that the climate would be very | About 11 o'clook he accompunied us back ' tion to these things as it was evident God
much against mo, My answor to them | to the ship and we took un affectionate wus at work among us.  Thoe place boouue

was, I am in the hands of God and if he
orders it 1 shall return,
Dunedin I found a letter from Bro, Levi
W. Eaton of Aukland, urging me to re.
move my family to .'\uklmufwitlmnt dela
and go to the Thames Gold ficlds to tu{u
charge of the Baptist intorest there, |
was convineod that here was a large fleld
of usefulness open before me, and that the
climate ix all that ean be desived, and also
that I should be handsomely mrpm‘lud.

,
)

t'hmmh it costs twice as wmueh to live in N.

l . . ]
loave of this dear brother in the Lord,

“of the place and poeople,

'~ Wo parted from this kind brother on sittings. |
SnYurdu{ night, and it was erranged that if ' unanimous call to become their miaister, |
should | offering mo 820 a woek and house froe, and

' wo should not leave noxt day, I

| It too strait, the mugrvgutinm H"“"'l,\' in.
On my return to | poured rain all the time we were in Nelson ! ereased so that the house that was never

\) \J 5 ’ | \J H
yot wo formed a very favorable impression | before filled would not hold the people and

groat numbers had to go away for want of
After three woeks !lwy guave mo

3
-

rnmvh for him ; but at 9 a. ., next morn-  gave we $123 to move my fawmily up, and

ng wo were steaming down the harbor, so
wo stw hith no more: e

|

!

commence housckeeping, I told them my
priveiples; asa No S Baptist; in the plainest

| Wo then sailod down the west coast to | terms, and they agroed to them, though for
(Iragard this lust us a minor consideration) ' Groymouth, where we exchanged a number  merly open communion, in the fullest seuse

of passongers,

This is a vory flourishing  of tho terw,

This was also o mixed church,

Z.asin N, 8B, But there was the Maori gold wmining town of 2000 inhabitants,  but they have seen the ovils arisin from
K [ \ 1§

war, which 1 can assure

much inolined, aftor oumlur so far, to seok
y

a home, to settle my fawi

is nothing attractive here but gold.

you is no small' A little further down we called at Hokitika | such disorder, and are now wholo Baptists
affair—1 wm for peaco, and did not feel a Mushroom eity of 6000 people, There So soven weeks ago I move

W my family to

The | the parsonage, which has beon thoroughly
in w country town is surrounded by a durk, dense for. |renovated and a large addition made to it

surroundod by such reckless savage hordes rest, and it rains nearly all the year. The for us, and we are quite comfortable and
harbor cannot be entered by ships, and only happy in the work which I know has been

as dre all around the Thames, There was
also o vory encouraging letter from Dr,

N, 8. W, and Victoria, and diseribing the
climate as the bost in the world for my
compluint, I was now in great doubt what

at high water by swall consters,

- anchor, by a small steam boat kept thire

by the company for the purpose, but the of 2600 inhabitants.

_noxt day w

The pas- | assigned me by my Master,
tlobbs, of Syduey, N. 8, Wales, informing songors and freight were taken off in the been added to the chure

me of thoe stato of the Baptist Churches in night, while it was calm and we lay ut ba

Kighteen have
h and we have a
itism every woek, and the good work
still goes on. This is a gold-mining town
It has nearly all been

ou it onme out with about 86 dug over, and now they are far down in the the mechar
to do. Bo I laid the two lotters before the passengers for Melbourne—it blow u galo, earth. The sound of crushers is heard pell mell,

| great demand for more ministerial 1

very little how they subsist while here, so

| s they can realiso their fondly cherished

expoectations,

But truly, here is-a geoat field for expe.
rienced Baptist ministers,  Thero are many
wmore churches than pastors, and there’ is
abor,
both here and in Hew Zealand. T know of
many placos where an earvest man could
got ;,:nml support and do groent good.  And
i uny of our ministers ut home noed a
change for their health, T would recommend
them to come out here. 1 have never ree.
grotted leaving my dear country, now dearer

Lo mo than ever, and 1 don't think I ever

shally although I havoe been lod in a strange
way==it is ul for my good, and I trust for
the honor of my Saviour. | can truly say
[ huve never been happior in my work than
sinee 1 sottlod hero, A fow days ago 1
wis overjoyed to got 12 Nos. of the Chrs
Lean  Mosse nger from Now Zvulnlnl-—-uunu
later than Junuary ; ploase send thom direct
to me after receipt of this. 1 never prized
your paper so highly before==don't lluil to
send it regularly,

Four members of this Chureh are Nova
Sootiuns, but the most part are English,
There are thirty-five Baptist Churches be-
longing to the Association, and a.number
independont of it.  Thoere are many flours
ishing citios and from all accounts I con-
elude the Country is going ahead rapidly,

Yours truly,
A. F. Porrer,

For the Christian Mossenger,

BOSTON CORRESPONDENCE,

S o .

A GOKRPEL LETTER,
Boston, Aug. 18th, 1869,

With us this is ** vacation" season,
The Pastor leaves his pulpit, the merchant
his counting room, the lawyer his office,
e his workshop, and . all rush
orowding cars and steamer,=for
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