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THE TABLE OF TUHE LORD.

WILLIAM CROWELL, D. D,

BY. THE REV.

Second Avticle,

That there is such a thing as ** eating
and drinking unworthily,”—that the eonse.
quences are fearful indeed, that these con.
sequencos actually eame upon mombers of

a Church founded and instructed by an ap-
" ostlo, are fucts, certifled to us by the pen
of inspiration, Tho warning comos to us
com tho pri ' o age, ** Lot a' man exa-
mine himsolf, nud so lot lot him eat of that
bread and drink of that cup.” What is
there in the ontire circle of human thinking
more solemn or awful than this?  Where
is ** that true bread and that true cup” to
be found? And having found it, how wmay
we “so eat and drink,” as not to be
“guilty of the body and blood of the
Lord " -
Does this peril lie, wholly, in the state

of heart of the recipient, . or cuminuni. |

cant? or does it surround the table itself,
the persons who set it forth, the teachings
connected with it, the right ordering of the
entire service ! Is every table that is set
forth as the Lord's table, really such?
Are there not, in our day, tables which are
called the Lord's, really tables of ** judg-
ment,” not of ** blessing "

In evory instance when a table is set
forth which is claimed to be the table of
the Lord, these questions arise. The first
is, Has that compiany of persons the right
to set forth the Lord's table? Are they
really competent to do it? The second is
If Tam not one of that company, havo
they any right to invite me to purticipate ?
And, third; if they invite me, is it right
for me to accept the invitation ?

It is obvious that ju the first of these

“questions, the primary and vital inquiry re-

specting rights and duties connected with
the table of the Lord is contained. Oun
the true answer to this first question, de-
ends the true ans vor to those that follow,
R‘ill this is answered, it is impossible to
tell who has the right to come, or whether
-any others, or who, ought to be invited to
come, For, if they who profess to sot
forth the Lord's table have not the vight to
do so, then they have no right to invite
others to come, nor have othors the right
to come, when invited, ‘

Looking back, then, from this nineteenth
century, to that eventful yight, the first,
the all important inquiry for every one who
would come to the table, not for * judg-
ment” but for blessing, is this: . Who are
the-living persons, now in the flesh, in whom
is the right, or on whom devolves the duty,
to set forth the table which is really the table
of ‘the Lovd ? .

We are taught that not every thing that
is called the Lord's Supper, is really so 1
Cor, i, 20. A company of professed dis.
ciples of Christ may ** come together into
‘one place,” professing to eat the Lord's
Supper, yet it ** is not the Lord's Supper,”
but & supper of wrath from the Lord.

And if such consequences follow an un.
worthy partuking, on the part of individu.
al communicants, much more must they
come upon all, where the eutire. setting
forth of the table is wrong, from inseption
to conclusion. And if such tables were
set forth in the days of Paul, who shall
say that they are not set forth in our day ?
If every person who may please has the
right: to set forth the ‘table of the Lord,
who shall say that anybody and. every body
who pleases {mu not the right to come to
it? Is the right to set forth the Lord's
table restricted to any desoription of per.
sons ! If so, who are tboyg What are
their essentinl qualifications ?  What their
distinetive marks ? By what means can a
sinoore inquirer after the real table of the
Lord, be certified that he finds it? Ma
every compuany who profess to be the peo.
ple of God, the disciples of Christ, how-
over related or associated, set forth a table
oalling it the table of the Lord, at an
time, according to their own judgment of
fitness or utility ?
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It will be understood, of course, that we
ure not ingquired ubout the riglm»f(pmfnrm-
ing the mere dinconal services; of arrang.
ing the physical subs'ances or elements
used at the table.  Our inquiry is after the
authori’y compoetent to appoint and direot
the sotting forth of a table which is really
aud truly thoe table of the Lorl. We are
told that our Lord baptized many disgiplos,
but in the next sentence, that he did not
buptize, it was his disciples who baptized.
Because the authority to baptize was in
Joesuy, it is said that he baptized,

Tho table at which he appointed the Sup-

pery was sot forth as a passover table,
under the law of Moses, pursuant to his
personal order; he prosided at that table,
gave, with his own hands, the bread and
the wine, which he appointed to be thé
memorial of his own life till he comes in
glnl‘y.
It is often suid, the Lord's Supper is a
Church ordinance ; that, therefore,. the ta-
ble of the Lord can only be rightly set
forth under authority and by the direction
of the Chufeh.  This brings up the ques.
tion, What is a Church ? If the authority
of a Church,=a real Chureh,—one recog-
nized as such in Hoaven,—a true golden
candlestiok,—be essential to the right sot.
ting forth of the table of the Lord, then
those who would not eat and drink the
Judgments of the \Lord. should be very
sure that they nover participatod at any
tuble not set forth by a Church which is o
Church indeed, :

Any one but slightly acquainted with the
condition of Christendom, knows that not
only are there many combinations of peo-
ple all claiming to bo Churches, but many
of thom olaiming to be, each, the only true
Chureh, - And tﬁm expound the nature,
the meaning, and the utility of the Lord's
Supper, in a groat vaviety of ways, The
Roman, the Lutheran, the German, all dif-
fer, radioally, from each other; the most
spiritual Pedobaptist differs from the Bap-
tist; the Pedobaptist soot differ from each
other.  Can tho table set forth by each and
all, be exactly the table of the Lord ? Can
that table which is set forth as a physical
transubstantiation, or consubstantiation of
elements, or that which is declared to be a
means of the gracoe of conversion to the un.
converted, by the mere eating, as really
the table of the Lord as that where Josus
is commemoratod by those only who believe,
love, and obey him ?

If then * yo cannot drink the cup of the
Lord, and the oup of devils,” because they
are diverse, tho question is, how diverse
the cups may be, yot each bo * the cup of
the Lord." This question is worth looking
into a little further.
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A QUAKER MEETING.

A correspondent thus describes a Qua-
ker meoting that he attended not long since
=and also one of the worshippers, whose
name has become a household word in many
familios :

The meeting was held in a large, desolate
looking building, which was furnished in
the most simple mauner. It was wholly

| destituto of a pulpit, gallery or organ,—

at the further end of the house were raised
seats for the eldors.

[n the place of pews were pine benches
painted white, without cushions. There
wege no carpets on the floor, but it was us
olean as soap and water could make i,

The women took their seats on one side
of the-house and the men on the other,
each man keeping his hat upon his
head. ,

There was profound silence for at loast
an hour. At last an aged woman arose
and oxhorted ull present to lead pure and
honest lives. She spoke for ten minutes,
then sat down, and there was silence for
nearly half an hour.

During this time I was ocoupied in look-
ing at the tall gaunt form of a Quaker who
efore us.  With head bow.
ed upon the bench before him he seemed
absorbed in silent worship. It was the
poet Whittier, As he raised his head we

Y | recognized the foatures of the great man

who is not only admired for his genius but
is loved for rare personal qualities.

va Scotin, Wednesday, Aungust 205, 1869,

He looks about fifty-five ; hus a fine head,
iron gray hair, high forehead with o kind
und benevolent expression of fuco—just
such 4 looking man us one would concoive
him to be, from his writings.

The meeting broke up at a signal which
we afterwards learned was simply a shak.
ing of hands by the elders; most of the
people of the congregation then cordially
shook hands, and left for their homes.
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ROBERT HALL AND HIN
GUENTSN,

In o lotter to the Leicester Chroniele, the
Rev. J. P. Marsell gives the following
authentio version of an unpublished ‘anec-
dote of Robert Hall while residing in that
town :=The late Lord Roden, who was well

known as an attached und devout moember
of the Church of Kngland, on arriving at
Lieicester on Saturday took up his quartors
at the Threo Crowns Hotel, whoro he rest.
ed for the Sabbath.  After a morning "sor.
vive hield in the llurVuy-lnno"i?hupnl. Me,

Hall received a noto from Lord Rodefi= i

: . c‘
timating the pleasure he had cmgmruwn-mi

in attending Divine worship in the above
named place, and that he hoped to do so
aguin in the evening of the day, at the
wame time asking the favor of the preach-
or's company to sup with him at its close.
Mr, llulrmpliud to this very courtoous in-
vitation that he never loft home on Sunday
nights, but that he should feel highly hon-
oured if his lordship would take ** bread
und cheese” with him at his house, This
invitation was roadily acoepted. -~ Mr, Hall,
who after the lubours of the day, delighted
in such companionship as would divert his
mind without taxing Ein energies, frequent-
ly received Thomas Newcombe, a venera-
ble, thoughtful, and exemplary man, who
moved in the lowlier walks of ljfe, well
known to some now living as a podr stock-
iuger residing on the London-road. On
the evening when the preacher was honored
with the presence of his distinuished guest,
after some delay, Mrs, Hall ontoruﬁ the
room and intimated that suppor was quite
ready, when Mr Hall said. ** Yes; but
where is friond Newegmbe, my dear '~
whom Mrs, Hall lmd.‘&hh great good feel-
ing, retained in another apartment.  After
some time Mrs, LI, made a fresh attempt,
and, re-entering, reminded her husband
that the supper had been waiting a long
time. ** Butwhore's frieyd Newcombe "
was the rejoinder ; ** we can't go to supper
without him '™ ; and, turning to Lord Ro-
den, Mr, k. scid, ** It's Thowas Newcombe
my lord. Ihope you are in no hurry,
I daresay he won't be long.' On which
the lady of the house was obliged to uncage
her captive, who on entering the room, bent
down with age, was introduced to Lord lto-
den as u friend of Mr. Hall's, and was re-
oeived with that courtesy—(not, 1 daresay,
unaccompained with a sense of the grotes-
quo)==which gentlemanly breeding could
not fuil to offer. The preacher, the peer,

and the stockinger mot at a common re-
pust.

THE LAST GRAIN IN THE
BALANCE,

The salvation of a soul is sometimes
traced to a single circumstance, a particu-
lar sermon, entreaty, prayer. But in the
majority of cases, the influence to which
the change is ascribed is only the last of a
long train, each of which has been leading |
the sinner toward Christ—carrying over the
affections and will to God. 1In the mint at|
Philadelphia they have scales so perfootly
balanced that a bresth will swing them
either way. Imagine a dealer in the pro-|
ecious metals to go there for a dozen ounces |
of the golden ore. They aro weighed out. |
Csrofulfy the shining particles are empti. |
ed »in,  Kight—nine—ten—eloven—the
scales still are motionless. Twenty grains
of the last pennyweight are in—no utir|
still—but whan the twenty-fourth and last
grain touches the balance it settles down '
at once. Kach atom from the first has|
been bringing about this cousummation,'
the last bit only finished upthe work. And

-
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80 when one submits to be saved by grace
the motives influencing thereto may have
been uccumulating for yoars. Argument,
counsel, appeal have all been crowding the
soul toward the Cross. - And yot no move-
ment is soen.  No effect sooms wrought.
But by and by the last solicitation needed,
the lust particle of pres ure requisite; is
brought to bear, and the heart, long plied
goes over to the Lord, And yet the re-
newing Spirit was making earlior woans
tributary to this result, less than the final
agency employed. A thousand unsuspeot.
od forces have moulded many u spirit for
eternal life,

FOLLOW CHRINT IN BAPTISM,

Lostly, Jesug ! ~Oh think of Him, and
of the duty you owe to Him! Baptism is
not an ordinance of the Baptists, It is
Christ's ordinance, Were it not for the
Baptist churches, you see that this ordi.
nanee would be abolished. And, now, will
you aid in maintaining or abolishing
Christ's ordinance }  Supposorall who res

gurd this ordinance as you do, were to join

other Churches, who would over advocate
it 7° The preacher in other churches ocon-
stantly attack it. The membters of other
churches oppose it ; and, as | said before,
this appears their duty, believing as they
do. Shn how plain is your duty! How
solemn your obligation to give your.aid to
the. Redeemer—to identify yourself with
those who are engaged for his truth ‘in
this matter——and,thus, to prove your love to
him, and your devotion to his cause,

Josus looks to you. Shall he look
in vain?  Will yoi' say that you love
some church, or some socioty, or some
projudices too much to . eulist for his
truth? Oh let it not be! Bo true to
truth—to yourself, to your Saviour! +You
may and will have to endure trinls, But
oh, His blessing will more than compensate
for all; and soon he will put o erown of
gold upon your head, saying—before ad.
miring saints and angels—** Well done,
good and faithful servant; entor thou into
the joy of thy Lord:"=R, Fuller,

CONENRSION OF CHILDREN.

Parents and children may consult the fol.
lowing ** Bible Testimonics,” on this ub-
joot 1

Matthew, Chapter 21, Verses 15, 16,

Matthew, Chapter 18, Verses 1-14,

Matthew, Chapter 11, Verse 24,

Hebrews, Chapter 2, Verses 13, 14,

Isniah, Chapter 54, Verse 13,

[saiah, Chapter 40, Verse 11,

Psalms 84, Verse 11,

Proverbs, Chapter 8, Verse 17,

Mark, Chapter 9, Verses 35-37.

Mark, Chapter 10, Verse 24,

Ecclesiastes, Chapter 12, Verse 1.

2d Timothy, Chapter 3, Verse 15.

I st Humuuf): Chapter 3.

Young children can and should become
Christians,

-

CHANGE OF HEART NO OBJECTION. °

A zealously busy Episcopalian, a rector,
not many miles from us, called upon a lady,
a fow days since, and urged her to join ** the
Chureh.” * But,” said. she, ** do you not
think a person ought to experience a change
of heart, and become converted, in order to

take that step ' « Well,” replied the
clergyman, ** I do not know that that would
be any objection, but you need not wait for
that ! Doubtless the lady should feel com.
forted by the umibilit’y that conversion
would be ** no objection” to membership in
the Church, —Christian Secretary,

—

Beecher oomsuren o text to a gate open.
ing in the Lord's garden, and says that
many ministers, instead of unlatching the
ate and leading their hearers in to pluck
510 fruit and flowers, content themselves

by getting upon it and swinging to .and
fro.
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