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Correspondence. 
His ol he Obits a 

THE POPE'S SYLLABUS: WITH 
NOTES AND COMMENTS, 

BY REV, J, M. CRAMP, 

(Concluded ) 

BRRONECONURYNING CIVIL SOOIRTY CONSIDERED 
BOTH IN INSEL" AND IN ITH RELATIONS 

) AME CHURCH, 

Thivty-ninth : "The State, as being the origin and 
fountain of all rights pose a right of'its own, 
alrcumseribed by no limits, 

The State is supreme, as Roger Williams said, 
in civil things only." 

Fortieth : "The teachings of the Catholic Ch: reh 
are at variance with the well-being and interests of 
society. 

This means, that some of the tencts held by 
the Roman Catholic Church, and some of its 
practices, ‘* are at variance with the well-being 
and intorests of society." ‘Lhe history of the 
reign of Louis XIV, of France furnishes wbun- 
dant illustration in this respect. 

Forty first : The civil power, even when in the 
hands of a non-Catholic ruler, has an indirect 
negutive authority over things sacred: conse. 
uently It possesses the right called exeguatu , but 

that right Is also known as appel comme d'abus, 

The ** authority’ spoken of relates to cases in 
which coclosinsticnl proceedings may affoct the 
alvil rights of men. In such cases, the civil 
power muy und ought to issue prouibitory decrees, 

Forty-second: In caso of a conflict between the 
laws civil and ecclesiastical, the civil law takes 
precedence, 

If the aflairs of the Church are so managed as 
to bring it into conflict with the State, in regard 
to things scoular; the Church must yield, for the 

Christian law is—** Let every soul bo subject 
unto the higher powers.” Row, xiii, 1, 

Fortythird: The State has the right to rescind, 
declare null and void solemn conventions (vom 
monly culled voncordats) having reference to the 
exercise of rights appertaining to ecclesiastical 
immunities entered into with the Apostolic See, 
“without the See's consent, and even against its 
protest. 

If the operation of a Concordat is found to be 

injurious in any country, the government of that 
country has not only the ** right’ to amend it, 
but is under obligation to do so, 

Forty-fourth : The civil authorty may- take cog. 
niganve of matters appertaining to religion, morals 
and spiritual government. Hence it way pass 
Judgment en those instructions which the pastors 
of the Church, in discharge of their duty, issue 
for the guidance of consviences, and even it may 
determine Vi pegs the administeation of the 
holy sacraments, and the dispositions necessary tor 
receiving them, 

The *¢ civil authority’’ bas no power in mat. 
tors ** appertaining to religion," unless the ** in- 
structions’! given trench upon the rights and 
liberties of the suhject, Such infringement must 
be prevented, 

Forty fifth : The whole government of public 
schools in which the children of any Christian | 

© State are cdueated==episcopal seminaries only 
being in some degree excepted=—may and ought to 
be given to the civil power, and given up in such 
sort that no right of luterference by any other 
authority be recognized as to the management of 
the schools, the regulation of the studies, the con. 
ferring of degrees, and the cholee or approbation 
of the teachers. 

"here is no error or heresy here, ** Public 
schools” nro institutions which ave either aided 
or wholly sustained by the State: II the ‘State 

“supports, the state muy control, 
Fortywizth: Bven in ecclesinstionl seminaries 

the method of statutes to be adopted is subject to 
the decision of the State, 
That is, if those ** seminaries'’ aro dependent, 

in whole or in part, on the publie revenue, or on 
the proceeds of endowments, of which the state 
is the natural guardian, 

Firty-seventh: The best constitution of civil 
society. requires that popular schools which ure 
open to the children of every class, and public in. 
stitutions in general which are devoted to-teach- 
ing litersdure and science, and providing for the 
education of youth, should be withdrawn from all 
authority of the church and trom all her directing 
influence and Interference, and subjected to the 
complete control of the civiland political authority, 
#0 as to accord with the ideas of the ruler of the 
State, and the standard of opinions commonly 
adopted by the age. 

This is No 45 in another form. No additional 
observation is required, except that the reason. 

ableness of the views here advocated is especially 
manifest, when the population is composed of 
persons belonging to various religious denomina. 
tions, all which, under a free government, pos 

sees equal rights, 
Forlyeighth : Catholics may approve of that 

method of instructing youth which, while putting 
aside the Catholie faith and the Church's author 
ity, looke*exclusively, or at least chiefly, t: the 
knowledge of natural things and the end of world. 
ly social life, 

Intelligent Catholics will be very apt to prefer 
the best schools for thelr children, and to seoure 
their instruction in ** the Catholic faith’ by other 

Forty ninth: The civil power has the right of 
prereniiuy bishops and the faithful from holding 
ay mutual communication” with the Roman 
ontith 
[t must be acknowledged that the necessity for 

the exorcise of this right" hun, frequently 
arisen, and that oven Roman Cathelio sovereigns 
have exercised it, out of regard to the welfare of 
their dominions, and the exemption of thelr sub- 
Jeots from exactions, compliance with which 
would impuoverish their realms, * 
Fiftieth : "The civil authority has of itself the 

right of presenting bishops, und can require of 
them to enter upon the care of thelr dioceses 
before receiving canonical appointment and apos- 
tolieal letters from the Lloly See. 

If those ** dioceses’ comprise large distriots 
of country, subject to the government of the 
bishops as scoular lords, it may be perfectly 
proper for the civil power to take measures for 
the due succession ul such government, There 
need be no clashing, But the best arrangement 
would be the separation of the elvil from the 
occlosinsticnl, A prince-bishop is an anomaly, 
Such beings vught not to exist, 

Sy fen The State has also the right of de. 
posing bishops from the exercise of their pastoral 
charge, and is not bound to obey the Roman 
Pontiff in those things which regard the estab. 
lishment of bishoprics and the appointment ot 
bishops. 
The State has the same power to annul as to 

appoint. If olvil inconveniences are likely to 
result from an ** establishment of bighoprics,” 
the state muy prohibit it. But such cases must 
be very rare, 

Fifty-second: Government may, in its own right, 
change the age prescribed by the Church for the 
religious profession of men and women, and may 
require of religious orders that none be admitted 
to take solemn vows without its permission, 

It was not uncommon, in the last century or 
two of the Roman Ewpire, for persons to seck 
admission to the clerienl order with a view to 
obtain immunity from civil duties and ‘burdens, 
I in any country, wonastios, as such, are ox- 
empted from civil duties and burdens, there is a 
temptation to enter the monastio life for the 
suke of that exemption, and govornments have 

the right to interfere lor their own protection, 

Fifiy-third: The laws securing the status of 
religious orders, and the exercise of thelr rights 
and duties, should be abolished; the State even 
should proflor help to all those who wish to with. 
draw from the religious lite they have entered 
upon, and to break their solemn vows ; and In 
like manner the State has the power 10-suppress 
religious orders, wolleginte churches and simple 
benctioes, even such as are under the right of a 
patron, and at its pleasure seize upon their goods 
and revenues, subjecting them to the public ser 
vice, 
The power of the State, in all these respects. 

cannot be denied, When and how it may be 
oxercised most advantageously to the general in. 
terests of the country, the people themselves 
must determine, through their representatives, 

Fifly-fourth : Kings and princes are not only out 
side the Church's jurisdiction, but take precedence 
of the Church in determining disputes that have 
reference to jurisdiction, 

This can only mean, that the supreme authority 
of the state must bo preserved, and that * the 
Church's jurisdiction’ must not come into cols 
lision with it. It ought not, 

Fifty ith: The Church should be separated 
from the State, and the State from the Church, 

Granted, Tt is» ** consummation devoutly to 
{ bo wished.” 

ERRORS CONCERNING NATURAL AND CHRISTIAN 
: ETHICON, 

Fifty sixth: The laws of morality need no divine 
sanction, and it is not at all ndeessary that human 
luws, should be made comformable to the laws of 
nature or receive their binding force from God, 

Condemnation of this article is quite reason- 

able. All true christinns will agree to it. 

Fifiyseventh: Philosophical and moral sclence, 
and State laws lkewise, may and should with. 
draw themselves from the jurisdiction of divine 
and ecclesinstioal nuthority, 

No man ean withdeaw himself from * divine" 
authority. Ecclerinstionl authority should be 
strictly confined within ita appropriate limite, 

Fifty eighth : No other power should be recog. 
nized but material forge, and all moral discipline 
and virtue should hee for its end the accumu: 
lating and augmenting of wealth in every way 
possible and satinting the desire of pleasure. 

Paul said, —** The powers that be are ordained 
of God,” Rom, xiii, 1. Paul's Master said— 
‘“ Seok ye first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness,” Mat. vi, 33, 

F{fy ninth : Right then consists In the matorial 
fact; ull obligations on men are an empty name, 
and human facts require the force of right. 

That is, ** might is right" ~which no good 
man believes. 

Sixtieth: Authority is nothing more than nu. 
merical power and material force, 

The same remark applies to this article, 

Sixty first: The Injustice of a successful decd 
tukes 4 trom it the sanctity of right. 

This Is worse than nonsense, If success con. 
stitutes right, our moral codes will require a 
great deal of alteration, 

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, DEC. 15, 1869. 
Sixty -secord : The principle of non-Intervention, 

as it is called, should be proclaimed and adhered 
to. 

An it is nal stated what kind of intervention 
is referred t8, and the Pope himself does not 
explain it, this article must be passed over, 

Siety-third : Tt Is lawful to refuse obedience to | 
Jegltimate princes and even to rise In rebellion 
against them, 

Oxford University taught passivo obedience 
and non-resistance in the time of Oharles 11., 
but found tho application very inconveniont in 
the reign of James IL, his successor, If ** Jo. 
gitimate princes’ become ty rimes, they must bo 
restrained, 

Sizty fourth: The violation of the most sacred 
oath or the perpetration of any wicked and atro. 
clous dead should not only not be condemned, but 
should be considered every way lawful and deserv. 
ing of the highest respect when done for the love 
of country, 

Revolutions interfere with all social enpoge- 
ments, and are seldom bloudless, The real erie 
innls, in such cases, ure those whose oppressions 
render reyolutions necessary. +1, wo ul country® 
may justify the adoption of even viviont measures 
to get 1id of them, 
ERRORS CONOERNING CHRINTIAN MATRIMONY, 
Strty Ah ¢ Inno way oun it be conceded that 

Christ ralscd wateimony to the dignity of w sacras 
ment, 

Certainly not i==he did no such thing, 
Seaty-wixth : The snerament of marrige Is only 

nn nevessory to the contract, and is divisible from 
It, and that sacrament exists simply in the nuptial 
benediction, 
As there is no such thing ne a ** sacrament of 

marringe,” we may be spared the necessity of 
offering any observations, 

Staty seventh: The Bond of matrimony Is not 
indissoluble by the natural law, and divorce In the 
steiet meaning of the word, may, in various Cumes, 
be sanctioned by the civil authority, 
The luws of marriage are constituted by the 

civil nuthority, and the same authority may 
decide the question of divorce, and fix the limits 
within which it may he allowed. 

Sixty-eighth: The Church has not the power of 
enacting diriment impediments to marriage, sueh 
power belonging to the State, by whose nuthority 
existing Impediments of that kind may be re. 
moved, 

Muarringe being a eivil contbuct, legislation on 
the ** impedimonts’ belongs to the State, The 
** Church” has usurped a power in this respect, 
which ought not to have been submitted to, 

Sizty-ninth: It was in later ages the Church be. 
gan to enact diriment impediments, not in her own 
right, but by that right which she had bdrrowed 
from the State, 

It was not so at first, The New Testament 
confers no power in this matter on the Church," 
or its ministers, 

Seventieth : "The canons of the Council of 1'rent 
which pass the censure of anathema on those who 
dare to deny the Church's ge of enacting dirls 
ment impediments, are either not dogmationl or 
must be understood to refer to this borrowed 
power, 
The ** canons are harmless, except to Roman 

Ontholios themsolves. No others recognise **the 
Church's power,” 

Seventy. first: The form ordained by the Council 
of Trent does not bind under penalty of nullity 
whenever the State may lave prescribed In 
another form, and ry Bhan that murringe under 
this new furm should be deemed valid, 

In France und Italy the civil coromony, per. 
formed in the presence of the appointed officer, 
constitutes the legal marriage. The religious 
ceremony may be added or nor, nt the option of 
the parties, The marriage is valid, In the eye 
of the law, though the religious ceremony is not 
performed—but not in the view of the Church, 
The Church's refusal to recognize the validity of 
the marriage does not, however, affect the lo. 
git'macy of tho children which may be the fruits 
thercof. That is secured by the State, 

Sebenty second : Boniface VIII was the first to 
assert that the vow of chastity taken in ordination 
annuls mar lnge, 

This ina chronologienl question, the settlement 
of which is of no consequence.  Bonifhee VIII, 
was the roughest of the rough Popes, 

Seventy third: By virtue of a purely civil con. 
tract, marringe, so called, may exist among Clirls. 
tians ; and It Is false that either the coutrmot of 
marriage among Christinns is always a sacrament 
or that there Is no contract If the saernment be 
excluded. 

There Iv nothing here additional to the pre- 
ceding articles, 

Seventy. fourth: Matrimonial causes and espe 
sale belong, of their own nature, to the elvil 
tribunal, 
N. B.=<Under this head may be classed two other 

errors==on abolishing the celibaey of the clergy 
and preferring the state of marrluge to that of 
virginity, These have been condemned, the for. 
mer In the ** Qui Pluribus,” November 0, 1840, 
nnd the latter in the apostolic letter, " Multiplices 
Inter,” 10, 1861, 

Unquestionably, 
The considerations referred to In “ N, B," 

are not now. before us, The enforcement of the 
celibacy of the clergy, which Is one of the 
novelties of Rome, presents that Chureh in direct 
hostility to the New Testament— ls antichristian 
in its naturo, and demoralizing in ite effects, 

397 
ERRORA CONCURRNING THE ROMAN PONTIFIVE 

CIVIL PRINCEDOM, 

Seventy a Children of the Christian and 
Catholle Chureh are disunited among themselves 
ns to the compatability of the temporal with the 
spiritual rule, 

Aw thin is n statement of fact, which eannot be 
controverted, why should it be condemned ? 

Seventyssizth : The abolition of the temporal 
power whivh the Apostolic See possess would con. 
duce very much to the liberty and prosperity. of 
the Churgh, 

So nll Protestants believe. And so tho dis 
establishment of tho Trish Church will probably 
prove a great blessing, by the exciting the libor- 
ality and netivity of her members, and giving 
her the benef't of sell government, 

N, B.~Txides these errors explicity condemn. 
ed there ure many others implicity censured while 
Inying down and aseerting the doctrine to which 
nll Catholics should adhere with the most un. 
vhuken constancy, regarding the Roman Pontiff*s 
eivil princedom. This doctrine is clearly enun- 
ciated In the allocutiion, * Quibus Quantesque,” 
April 10, 1849; in the allogution “Bi Semper 
Auten,” May 40, 1860; In the Apostolic letter, 
“Cum Catholiea Ecclesin,” March 20, 1800; in 
the allocution ** Novos,” September 28, 1860, in 
the allocution *“Jamdunum,” March 18, 1861: 
rh the allocution Maxima Quidem,” June 9. 

t) ‘ 

ERRORS WIICH HAVE REFERENCE TO THR LIN 
ERALISM OF THE DAY, 

Seventy veventh: It In no longer expedient in 
this our age that the Catholi religion should “be 
considered ns the only religion of the State to the 
exclusion of all other forms of worship. \ 

Neither ** expedient” nor right—nor safo—' o fF 

nor Christian, 

Seventy mghth © Hence in some Catholle coun- 
tries a praiseworthy provision has been made by 
law that Imigrants to those vountries should be 
permitted the exercises of their several forms of 
worship, 

It ds ** a prairoworthy provision." But how - 
absurd, and oven impious, it into talk of ** per 
mitting"’ men to worship God necording to their 
conweionoes | No earthly power, has the right to 
interfere botweon man and his Maker, 

Sevanty-ninth=1¢ Is utterly false that civil liberty 
tends to all forms of worship and full license to 
every one to openly declare his opinions or 
thoughts, tends to corrupt more easily the morals 
and minds of nations and to  seatter abroad the 
plague of in«differentism, 

Liberty, civil and religious, tends to the safety 
and glony of ‘nations. To assert that it corrupts 
morals or produces ** indifferentism’’ is to betray 
lamentable prejudioe and ignorance, 

Eightieth : The Roman Pontiff can and ought to 
reconcile himself nnd be in harmony with progress 
and lberallsm and modern civilization. 

If ho cannot, it shows that he does not under 
stand Christianity, that he is deaf 10 the admoni- 
tions of experience,~and that Le has not profited 
by the lessons ol history, 

Ifthe (eumenionl Council should endorse these 
con lemnations, the Church of Rome will be 
placed in antagonism to true freedom, and will 
stand forth among the nations us the champion 
of all that is narrow, and bigoted, and intoler 
ant. For though some of the articles ure wo 
worded that Protest nts oan agree with the Pope 
respecting them, the major part expresses truths, 
the condemnation of which is the condemnation 
of righty=nnd renson—and wholesome doctrine 
~and sound progress, 

Wolfville, Dec, 0, 1800, 

For the Christian Messenger, 

IN MEMORIAM, 

MURDOCH ROSS BENR,, 

At Margnree, Oot, 15th 1869, Murduoh Ross 
Senr., In tho 83rd your of his age. Ho was a 
native of Scotland ; and professedjroligion, and 
united with the Baptists while in his nutive 
land, Afterward, he removed to this Island ; 
and was one of the number who banded togother 
to form w Baptist Church in this place, 
He wan un shirowd wan, a great render and for 

many yours an notive member of the Church. 
| J. F, Kenrron, 

P. 8,= The following particular in referones .. 
to Mr, Ross were forwarded to me for insertion 
in the Ohristian Messenger, by his son, the Rev, 
Hugh Rows. 20 

Murdoch Ross was a native of Skye, Inver. 
ness shire, Sootland, He professed to have met 
with n change of heart at the ape of twenty, in 
connection with the Ohureh of Soutland, Three 
JENN St this his views, in reference to the 

pects and mode of Christian Baptism, were 
changed i wnd in consequence of this, feeling Is 
to be hisduty, be left the communion of his 
father's church and joined that of the Baptists, 

Forty one years ago ho orossed the Atlantio 
with his funy and landed on the shores of Cape 
Broton, near to the town of Sydney, From this 
ho enrried his youngest children on his baok 
and travelled over mountain and through val 
loys till ho arrived at the valloy of the Murguree, 
There, in the widest of the furcet, he pitched his 
tent und resolved to make a livelihood, He was 
a lion-hearted man, and not easily discourng- 
od In prospect of bos gp Well do I remem 
bor the commencement of his arduous til in the 
valloy of Murguree, 

Standing at the foot of a large elm tree (about 
twenty four feet in clroumference) he turned 


