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b8 CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, FEB. 24,1869. 
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For the Christian Mossenger. 

ON SWEARING. 

My Dear Stree 

Why does your corres ondent assume a 
disguise ? Whether ** M. A, H." be lay 
or clerical, male or female, we cannot tell; 
nor whéther ** M, A." stand for Mary Ann, 
or Michael Angelo. Of course, in any dis. 
cussion the writing is of more moment than 
the writer; but among Christian men, sure. 
ly it is best to be open and unmasked,.— 
owever, upon the — that ** M, 

ATL" is of the masculine gender, let me 
pass to his article, 
The tone of the letter sounds rather self. 

ish ; for, in referring to my opinions, he 
says, ** perhaps I ought to say decisions.” 
Well, if a pluin and pointed enunciation of 
belief be a decision, he is right; but if it 
signify more than this, he is mistaken, — 
Further, he calls wy ** style ex cathedra,” 
my * constructions’ are ** doubtful,” my 
‘“* notions” are ** peculiar,” my allusions to 
other interpretations than my own are ** al. 
most contemptuous :" I ** demand,” T “im. 
pute motives,” I ** curtly insist,” and pos. 
sibly commit other sins which he leaves un- 
mentioned. Now, if I am wrong, and **M, 
A. H.” be right, he has a decided advan. 
tage over me, and certainly can afford to 
** speak the truth in love." 

I was somewhat amused at this friend's 
purpose, which he states is ** simply to pre. 
vent” your ** juvenile readers,” and others 
from adopting my cenclusions on the point 
in question, Are these * rng readers” 
accustomed to adopt, ** without considera- 
tion,” all they read; or ** hastily” to ** de. 
cide” upon every subject presented to their 
notice? If so, they will appreciate the 
prompt and earnest efforts of their spiri. 
tual guardian, But if they investigate the 
word of God for themselyes, they will be 
enabled by calm deliberation and the Holy 
Spirit's guidance, to discern what ix un. 
round and what is unseriptural in all they 
examine, 

In quoting my words, ** Some affirm that 
these passages, have no reference to oaths 
in courts of justice. What is their author. 
ity forthe assertion” “M, A, H.” says, 
ina parenthesis, “1 presume he means rea- 
son.” No; I meant what I said, what is 
their authority ? or, What authority have 
they for such an assertion? 

Your correspoudent affirms that oaths are 
allowed by the ** almost unavimous judg. 
ment of the Christian Church ;" and that an 
** interpretation” in their favor is “accepted 
by nearly the entire Christian Church, 
roan and past, learned aud un. 
earncd ;" and that the opposite inter 
pretation is ** entertained almost ex. 
clusively by ‘the excellent and eccentric 
Quakers, u few English Baptists, and Bro. 
ther Harley." Is this trae? In reply, I 
will not trouble you with merely the names 
of some, who, though not Quakers, nor 
English Baptists, yet held the * peculiar 
notion.”  Tholuck says, ** The opinion of 
the unlawfuluess of all oaths we find very 
extensively spread abroad in the infancy of 
the church, and grounded upon our Bae 
viour's saying and the text, James v, 12, 
The opinion was held by Origen, Irenaeus, 
Chrysostom, Justin Martyr, Clemens Alex. 
andrinus, Cyril of Alexandria, Basil, Theo. 
doret, Isidore of Pelusium, Theophylact, 
Euthymius, Hilary, and Jerome, .Oaths 
were refused by the Pelagians, Cathari, 
Albigenses, Waldenses, the Anabaptists, 
and the Moravians. These are certainly 
worihy of honorable mention by those who 
tpeak gy the ** small number” who reject 
the oth as unlawful, 

Now, my dear Bir, I do not desire to 
trespass upon your space by a full discus. 
sion of the whole question, for it would 
thrust out other matter which you would 
deem of weightier importance. By some 
other dois shall shew from a Bible stand. 
point, the unlawfulness of all oaths, give a 
candid unswer to the arguments urged in 
their behalf, and endeavour to prove that 
the oath administered in all courts of jus. 
tice throughout the empire of our beloved 
Queen, isin its essence very antagonistic to 
the spirit of the gospel. 

Yours, very truly, 
Timoruy Harry, 

St. John, N. B., Feb, 18th, 1869, 
Lr w— 

The Hants Ney PPAR TERYUY thorn in the present aspect of affairs, The will meet at Noel, on Wednesday, the 10th | probably fear that the new President will of March, at 10 o'clock, A. M, All Tem. 
perauce Organizations are requested to send 
their Delegates duly furnished with ore- 
dentials, 

Those whose subseriptions remain un. 
aid will please forward the amounts to the 
ecretary on or before the day of meeting. 

It is hoped there will be a full attendance of 
both Officers and Members, 

Lucius B. Baxcrorr, Sec'y. 
Burlington, Feb, 18th, 1869, 

Christian essenger. 
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CHRISTIAN WORK. 

Much use is made of this term now-a- 
' days, and sometimes. we are led to think 
without any very definite or clear idea of 
what constitutes that work, It is supposed 
‘by some who have abundant opportunities 
‘of speaking to others on religious matters, 
that those who have fewer facilities do but 
little of christian work, Too much dis- 
tinction is often made between the daily 
toil of Christians snd Christian work. 
Much christian ‘work may be performed by 
persons who, having their hearts under pro- 
per influences, have their head and hands 
employed from morning to night, 
By Sabbath School Teaching, Tract dis- 

tribution, Visiting the sick and poor, 
Meetings for prayer, gon adults to 
read and understand the Seriptures, and 
promoting benevolent institutions, as well 
us by a thousand other means we may be 
doing christian work, and what is equiva- 
lent to our Lord's reply to the disciples of 
John the Baptist, when he sent them to 
enquire if ho were the Messiah, Besides 
all the alleviation of sorrow and suffering, 
he pronounced this to be the complement 
of Christian work, *‘the poor have the Gospel 
preached unto them; and blessed is he 
whosoever shall not be offended in me." 
There are many of the poor of this world 
who cannot participate systematically in 
the philanthropic movements of the day, 
who, nevertheless, honor the Master no 
less, and perhaps more than some who are 
80 engaged, 
At the gathering together of christian 

brethren for exhortation and prayer 
we may expect to hear testimony borne 
of faith in Christ, When each heart is 
full of gratitude to God and love to Christ, 
there will be a readiness to bear witness to 
the power of religion, When this becomes 
pretty general amongst the christians in 
any church, it may be expected that the 
converting power of Divine Grave will be 
experienced by others, and men will be 
brought into the church of Jesus Christ. 
A revival which has the effect of enlarging 
the number of attentive listeners to the 
preaching of the gospel, is an indication, 
and ordinarily a precursor of a revival of a 
more spiritual character, When this takes 
place then will there be a readiness to 
engage in christian work of the highest 
type—=leading men and women, and chil. 
ren, to Christ, and entreating them to rest 

in him for salvation, 
We must not regard such seasons as 

indicating a greater roadiness on the part 
of God to suve sinners than at other times; 
but when a change takes place in men, and 
they are in a condition of more readiness 
to receive the truth, the light breaks in, 
exposing their sinful state and revealing 
their need of a Redeemer. Pride is cast 
down, Christ is exalted in their estimation, 
and seen to Le the omly and all-sufficient 
Saviour, . When this feeling prevails 
there iv a revival of religion. Christians 
are ready to work and rejoice in sympathy 
with the angels of heaven, even over one 
sinner that repenteth, 

In a few days there will be a new Presi. 
dent of the United States." An untried 
man, and he a soldier, will have more 
than a monarch's power placed in his 
hands ; and it is not surprising that there 
should be a little nervous anxiety as to the 
nature of the changes which may result in 
the government of that great country, 
The roticence of General Grant, almost 
resembles that of Napoleon III, He has 
not yet even intimated who shall form his 
Executive Council, nor is it publicly known 
that he has sought advice from any person 
or party, as to the course he shall adopt in 
the Presidency. Some of the statesmen 
belonging to the party by whom he has 
been sustained od elevated to the Presi: 
dential chair, are complaining of this un. 
precedented course, and intimate some 
doubts as to the propriety of his ignoring 

not choose all his advisors from one party. 
From this they may be anticipating trouble. 
It is possible that General Grant has be. 
come acquainted with the corruption and 
ovnery at has been heretofore practised 
n parcelling out the offices among the 
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dominant party, It is probable that Grant 
will not make such sweeping changes in 
the offices of state as some of his pre- 
decessors have done on assuming the Pre. 
sidency. A little more patience is required, 
and the President must then necessarily de- 
clare his policy and develope the course he 
urposes pursuing, which he has so 
ong kept to himself. This must shortly 
be given to the people through their repre. 
sentatives in Congress, His Inaugural 
address will be eagerly looked for, 

Moxky.—Dr, Armitage, pastor of the 
Fifth Avenue church, New York, is preash- 
ing a sories of sermons on Sabbath even- 
ings to Merchants, on the subject of Money, 
Tho first was on ** Money as a Power,” the 
second, preached last Sabbath evening, 
* The Influence of Money in the Forma- 
tion of Character,” and the third, for next 
Sunday evening, on ** The Way to make 
Money." 

~ Fotices, &«, 
Recedved for Foveign Missions. 

1849, 
Jun, i Friend in Clemerts, .vuees seersannss 96.00 

“8, Pine Grove Church for mn, poeevivess 40,00 
Feb, 1, Friend in Charlottetown, P, EB, 1. 
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Friends in Cuvendish PY, E. Zosnenn N17 

0. Missionury Society. N, Buvveivnnnes 88.78 
12, Member of 20d Corawallis Church, 5.00 

C. Turesn, Sec'y. 
Aylesford, Feb, 15, 1860, 

—— OT EY we — 

Letters Received. 
R. M. Davison, T\ H. Patton, Exq., $5, W. 

M. Sleep, 60 cents, A. MoDonald, 1 sub,— 
8. Brown, .: Rev, J. Murmy, Rev. Dr, 
Senge, J. W. Johnson, $1. Rev, Jus, Reid, 
X. Z. Chipman, Esq, A, Atkinson. EK, F, 
Freeman, §4. A. E. Durland, W. J. Gates, 
5. J. I. Masters, Faq., $4.20, J. P, Now. 
lan, 1 sub, J, 8, Witter, Esq, 84. W, LI, 
Gough. T, H Vidito, 1 sub, W. H, Belcher, 

Arvecrions or Tur Cuper ann Tanoar.—Persous 
aflioted, however slightly, with any weukness of the 
Oheat or Throat, involving either the Larynx, Trachea, 
Bronchial Tubes, or the Lungs themselves, should op 
the fet symptom, commence with FrLLows' Coupounn 
Synve, as by ite use diseases of those organs (even 
Consumption In ite primary stage). are speedily cured 
and more alarming sympiome prevented, This we 
are enabled to state most positively, 
The Bloed is restored to puciiy and health ; the 

Nerves and Muscles are strengthened, while tuberou- 
lous or consumptive deposit is retarded. 

The extraordinar, olfvot of this preparation is.due 
to ita power of im ag | the vital priveiple to all 
constitutions impaired wasting or debilitating 
maladies. It is wooeptable to the palate, and suits 
ble for all ages and all constitutions, 

Sold by Apotheoaries. Price $1 60 per bottle, or 
6 for 87.00 On the receipt of $7.50 the proprietor 
will forward § to any part of Neva Bectin or New 
Brunswick, Free. 

JAMES I, FELLOWS, Chewlst, 
st. John, N, Bb. 

General Hutelligence. 
Province of Nova Sootia, 

Provincial Secretary s Office, 
Halifax; N.S. 10th Feb, 1860, 
APPOINTMENTS | 

Colchester Co.~To ho Commissioner of Sewers 
for the Marsh in the Tower Village of Truro, 
a Kent, in the place of Wm. McNutt, ro- 
signed, 

Cumberland Co,~To be a Coroner, Benj, 8. 
Seamun. To bo a Commissioner for taking Afli- 
davits in the Supreme Court,~J, Z. Bliss, 
To be n Justice of the Pence and Commissioner 

for taking affidavits in the Supreme Court,~Job 
Soumun, 

Halifax Co.~To be Justices of the Pence— 
James Duggan, Edwd, Bowers, Jr,, (Portuguese 
Cove,) William Munro, Frederick iubley, Neil 
MoLean, and Thomas Mahar, 
Ao be Master in the Supreme Colrt—Henry 

UO. D, Twining, in the place of Charles I'wining, 
decensed, . 

Cape Breton Co,~To he Justices of tho Peace 
=Michael McLellan, of Big Pond, and Donald 
MoeDougall of Grand Mira, 

Victoria Co,~1'o be Justices of the Peace 
Roderick McRae, Samuel O, Campbell, Donald 
Mclean, und Donald MoQuarry. 

Digby C).~'I's he Commissioners of Schools 
for the District of Dighy—Rev, P, J, Filleul, 
Charles Budd, R, 8, FitsRandolph, A, B. Holds 
worth, und Calvin Raymond, District of Clare 
Rev. J. J, Quinan, 

of Silver, the p which is dated 1776, and 
the cup 1663, ~ It is sup to have helo 
to a parish in the North of Seotland, but the 
name of the Parish is worn off by age, It was 
brought to this country hy a Rey, Mr . Altkens 
of the Episcopal Church, Dr, Almon ob. 
tained it as ** old silver,” Dr. Almon has also 
in his possession the look of one of the gates of 
Louisbourg, recently discovered in the course of 
excavations in thet old French stronghold, — 
Witness, 

AN Invenmsring Reuc,~Dr, Almon of this 
city has in his lon & Communion Service| 

vo of 

Oranae CoNvenrioN,— The Orangemen of 
Nova Scotia held their Anwual Convention last 
week in their Hall, Bedford Row, The ate 
tendance of delegatos was large. Resolutions 
wore passed denouncing Separate Schools and 
commending Temperance, Sobriety, due 
respect for the laws of Gud and of the country, 

Heavrn or tue Ciry,—The City Medical 
Officer reports that no new oases of small.pox 
have occurred, The Sanitary Committee have 
therefore resolved to dispense with the services 
of the physician en to nssit the City Medi- 
cal Officer in vaccinating the poor. Chronicle, 

Our Looar Panvianent,—By a proclamation 
in Wednesday's Gazette the legislature of this 
Province has been further prorogued to the 4th 
day of March, but not then to meet for despatoh 

1 will pecbably be 4 layed until the Hants t will pro e until the Han 
election is decided. 

Tremrorary Hour vor Youna Women,—There 
Was a moves on Wednesday ufternoon in the 
basement of Brunswick-street Wesleyan Chapel 
for the purpose of completing arrangements in 
connection with establishing a temporary home 
for young women of good character, large 
number of Indies and gentlemen were present, 
The —— Jen were appointed as 
Directors :—Honbles, M B, Almon and J, H. 
Anderson, and Rev, P, G. McGregor, Twelve 
ladies were also appointed as a committee, A 
desirable house has been rented at the upper end 
of Lookman-strect, and the services of a mat 

cupancy on the 1st of March next, If properly 
80 00 | managed this may be made & highly valuable 

institution, - 
Socianiry On Friday last, a number of 

the members and lady visitors of the Chebucto 
and Athenwum Divisions of the Sons of Tem- 
perance, embarked on four large teams and drove 
up to Richmond, to make a kindly call on the 
brothers of the Richmond Division, 

Coat ny Rarway,—We are burning some of 
the coal recently advertized in our columns, at 
$3.90 per ton, and find it a very superior 
articlo—retaining its heat for a long time, It 
has less of bitumen than the Sydney, and gives 
off lows smoke and flame, With a good dralt ite 
heating power appears almost equal to Anthra- 
cite, i will-he o t advantage to Halifux, to 
bo able to obtain an unlimited supply of this 
fuel, ut short notice, at ull seasons of the year, 
and at low rates, 

Havirax Dispensary, —At a meeting of the 
Directors of the Halifax Dispensary on the 10th 
inst, for the election of Visiting Physicians for 
the current year, Dr, Righy was re-elected Visi- 
ting Physioiun for the district north of Jacob- 
street, Dr, Farrel was elected for the central 
district between Jacob and Sackville-streets, and 
Dr, Woodill fur the south district from Sackville 
to Point Pleasant, The Directors ncknowled 
with thanks the donation of forty dollars to the 
funds of the Institution from the Charitable 
Irish Society, 

Vioration or vue INtanp Revesve Acy,— 
Mews, Keith & Molean's brewing cstablishe 
mont on Lower Water Street, known as the 
** Caledonia Brewery," was, on Wednesday 
evening, taken on of by the Inland 
Revenue authorities, for violation of the Inland 
Revenue Act, a whiskey still, and a considerable 
quantity of its product having been found on the 
premises, ‘Ihe establishment iv now in charge 
of the Revenue officors.— Chr, 

HaNpeL's Sacrep Oratorio, rus Messian, will 
bo performed on Monday evening, March lst, at 
the Temperance Hall, by the Halifax Philhar- 
monic Society, with a Chorus and Orchestra 
numbering upwards of one hundred performers, 
The Orohestra will be composed of Members of 
the Society und part of the String Bund of H, 
M, 30th Kegt, with the kind permission of Col, 
Pukenlam and the Officors. Conductor, Mr, 
Arnold Downe, R, A. M, lst Viclin, Mr.’ E. O. 
Suflery, 

This is the first opportunity thats Halifax au- 
dience has had of hearing wn Oratorio of the 
reat Masters of Musical Composition, and we 

Goubi not it will be largely attended and highly 
appreciated, 

Wenrworrn,— Deau Sir,~You notice in the 
Messenger some weeks since the sonrcity of snow 
birds in your County. It is not #0 in this place, 
Any umount of them are to be seen, We have 
had very mild weather here with the exception 
of a fow days, Bince the 15th of this month it 
has been thawing p the pe of the sun. The 
air is very balmy, different from any February I 
have ever witnesssed since my remembrance,— 
But the thickness of the ice on the Lakes is not 
to be attributed altogether to the severity of the 
winter, In 1808 wo had frequent thaws, und 
the water mingling with the snow and freezing 
on the top, increased the thickness fuster than 
when freezing only as the bottom, 

Yours, &e., 
J. HN Hearne, 

eb, 10, 1809, 

Hants Counry,—We are supplied with tele- 
ms from day to day of | open meetin 

eld in different parts of this county, T 
statements of the respective partisans are of 
course to the effect that their own man is sure 

undecided, even if eleoted to represent the 
county whether he will make sn s pearanee 
in ry House of Commons, until he is instructed 
to do so by those who vote for him, 

A young man named Edward Power, had his 
leg broken at Bedford on or or kick 

rvie boldest and most forward men of the 
from another named Ousey, Dr, sot the 

The political are burdened morni » 
and evening with the coming election in th 
county, It is asserted by some of the papers 
that it is not the intention of Mr, Goudgs tw 
go the poll, 

ron secured, ‘The Home will be ready for oe. - 

to win, whilst the opposin ty has not a 
ghost of & chance. 5 0 ped Be to be 
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