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CIIAPTER XV,

PASTORATE IN AYLESFORD AND WILMOT,

(No 17.)

When 1 left home to visit Halifax on im-
portant buxiness, Sept, 30th, 1867, my health
was quite feeble, :3m| hoth that dny und the next
were very stormy,  Travelling in an open wag-
gon, and being obliged to proceed slowly in con-
sequence of the bad state of the rouds, | grently
feared that the exposure, would sulject me to
serious illness § but the urgent necessity for my
attendunce at the time appointed impelled e
forward, Through the kindness of Providence,
on my return-home my health was evidently im-
proved. It iw vemnrkable, and ealls for grati,
tude, that, though my ficld of labor is large, and
a part of it mountuinous and peculinrly exposad
to #now.drifty, yet during the lnst quarter of the
year 1867, nnd the wholeof 1808, 1 never failed,
through indivposition, storinsstbad ronds, or any
other entse, to-fullil a single appointment,  In
two instanees rain |\|‘(‘\'l‘llh'!l the lwurln from
aseem!ling, but it did not hinder me from going
to the place appointed for preaching,

Besides uttending to  the discharge of my
numerous ordinary duties, in the courso of the
winter and spring 1 ossisted Brethren in holding
Foreign Missionary Meetings in the different
ecctions of five Churches, including two West
and two Fast off my own field, for the purpose of
raiving funds [Or the sapport of sister DeWolfe
and  native preachers in- Burmah,  In these
meetings, 18 in number, 1 took w leading part,
as my junior Brethren requested me, as Socretary
of the Board, to present the principal facts con-
nected with our Foreign Mission to tho nssem-
blies, [t afforded me mueh comfvrt to e enubled
to nid in these services, which were c-\'i}'loutly
attended with sulutary effocts, both in the ob.
taining of funds for this good work, and also in
promoting the spivitual welfare of those with
whom they were held,

_Though friends kindly endeavored to-make-me

bappy, yet the Intter part of the autumn, the
winter, and the carly part of the spring were, in
general, pnssed in a state of loneliness and sad.
ness, I'hese sensutions, as time rolled on after
the (lw'v:w\( ol my beloved wile, instead of being
diminished; became incrensed and intensified.
For a length of time it scemed to me searcely
consistent to think of entering agnin into mar-
ried life nt an age so far advanced, My dear
departed consort, however, whose counsels were
usually wise and prudent, feeling a decp interest
in my welfure, had, during her illness, affection.
ately ndvised mey in the event of her dying
before me, not to breack up my establishment
and bomd out ¢ for she wus aware I would not
be happy in that state. She recommended,
thercefore, that when I eould meet with a suit bhle
person, whose views, halits, and feelings were
congenial with my own, and would be willing to
cast in her lot with we, | should marry again,
She remn ked, moveover, that she did not<deem
it important vs to any particular length of time
that should first elapse,

When, therefore, in the order of Providence
an opportunity was afforded me to form an ac.
quaintance with a Tady who-seemed well adapted
to the situntion, T thought seriously ol following
the advice which had been so disinterestedly and
kindly given me,  With the parents of the per.
son toward whom my thoughts were turned, the
late truly venerable George Dimock and his
amiable wife, T had formed a pleasing acquaints
ance in the early part of the year 1816 ; as Now-
port was the first place to which I went forth to
preach the gospel,  hey were hoth eminently
pious: and each evidently possessed a very kindly
disposition, 8o highly and so universally was
Bro. Dimock esteemed, that when he  was
ordained over the people where he was horn, and
where he constantly lived, Rev. Edward
Mannin®, with evident propricty, sclected foy
the text on the oceasion of his Ordinntion, in
1820, the words of Paul relutive to Timothy,
(Phil, ii, 22.) * Ye know the proof of him."
My long-contirved aequaintance also with our
late pacific and excellent Bro, Joseph Dimock,
and other members of the family, of similar
8pirit, especinlly Mrs, Sarah Freeman, who was
lor many years one of my near neighbors, und
invarinhly eyineed an extraordinary degree of|
kindness and readiness to aid in times of trouble, |
tended to iimpress my mind favorably with refer- |
ence to their nicce, I

She was of' a snitable age, 59, had no incums-
branceof clildren, as only two were living, and
they comfcpiably settled, she had been amember
ol the Bap.tist Church in Newport forty yenrs,
and was held in high esteem hy all the other
memboers, und, indeed, hy ell her nequaintance,
a8 a sincere and active Christian, and o kind
hearted and aminble woman,

As o mutunl attachment (which happily con-
tinues) was found to exist between us, we weio
united in marringe May Oth, 1868, Some who
at the first notice of' this measure deemed it un.
wise, have since been convinced that it was
Judicious,

After an agreeable visit to our relatives and

and then proceeded to Frecport, to attend the
Western  Association,
my Brethren I preached in Freeport on Lord's
dny morning, June 2lst, from Ps, ecxxii. 6.
“ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem,” My lead-
ing ohject was the promotion of - Christian
harmony,  In the afternoon Mrs, Tupper and I,
in company with the Pastor of the Chureh and
severnl others, erossed the -Grand Pasgsage, to

» » » » . }
unite with the people in W estport in theé exer-

cises of public worship,  On our return wo
nurrowly escaped a watery grave,  The boat was
small, and there were ten persong on hoard, &
that she was quite too heavily lnden ; and the

conflicting tides, coming in from opposite direc-

tions, rushed upon us with such violence that wo |

shipped several seas,  We who were on ' botird.
and people on hoth sides of the Passage, ;:;n:\lly
feared we coald not reach the shore. Though 1
enjoyed rome degree of steadfust relinnce upon
Christ, and endeavored to console alarmed ones
near me with the hope of heaven, yet | greutly
desived to be nearer the Lord, and to Possess o
fiviner confidence in Him,  Throngh His manifest
care we nll eseaped safely to land, There was

for this deliverance.

Forthe Christian Messeneer.

“THE FREE ANDTHE PEWSYSTEM.»

Dear Brother,—

[ have rend with much interest your recent
article under the nbove heading, Of late the
same subject, has heen pretty thoroughly ven.
tiated—in—the—pages—of —the —ChiFisting
Work''—a live paper, with which T wish all
your readers were fuwmiline,  With your pernis.
sion, I will transeribe a few extracts, in the
order in which they

»
L

have ap:reared, regretting
that your limited space compels me to greatly
curtail,  These, however, will,

[ think, prove,
at least, suggostive, '

Yours very truly,
A Reapge,

“ The Walnut St. Preshyterian Church, St.
Louis,— Rev, J. H, Brooks, D. D., Pustor—has
nholished the system of rented pows, and is now
vittuully w ** free™ church. ~ Last year this
church raised its funds for religious and chavit-
uble purposes, §8,751, upon the Gospel plan:
* Upon the first day of the week, let every one
of you lay by him in store, as God has prosper-
ed ftim.‘ This plan worked o easily and sue-
coeded so ndmirably shat it was adopted with but
one dissenting vote, not only for mising the
funds for benevolent purposes, but to defray all
the current expenses of the church

** The Antioch Baptist Chureh of Now York
City, has rented no seats for more than six yenrs,
nnd yet has not only been self-sustaining but has
done n large amount of mission work hesides
#hin church is composed of less than 250 mem-
bers, none of thom wealthy, and with few ex-
ceptions, quite poor in this world's goods, The
menns for sustnining the church. nre raived hy
frec will offerings on the Lord'seday,  During
the year ending May 1808, this church gave its
pastor over $2,000,00, paid &800.00 for room
rent, exclusive of gas, fuel, and sexton hire— in
n word, paid all its expenses and  contributed
about &1,000,00 to other Henevolent ohjocts,
If this church has sustuined itself with ' free-
seats, any church can,”

** A writer in the Boston Recorder advoentes
from his own experience the plan of supporfing
ministers by frec-will offerings of the congregn.
tion every Sabhath, Iis -present churcl) guve
three times a8 much in n year a8 it did under the
old plan of pow-rents, subscriptions, dunning
and home-missionary aid.” ”

“Tho Main-street Congregntional Church,
Peovia, T, have heretofore relied, financially,
upon pew renting, This has never been satise
lwetory,  Some have lad seruples ngainst it in
principle, and the plan has never furnished funds
sufficient to meet expenses, At the beginning of
the present financial year it was determined to
throw wide open the doors and seats of God's
house, and to depend upon weekly Sabbath con-
tributions for t’w Pastors’ salary and all ex-
penses,  [Then fullows a description of the plan
ndopted.]”  Fully double the amount has tnus

been raised than was ever before paid in the
same time as pew-rents, Indeed, while the ox.
,mnm; are greater than ever before, thoy have all
een met and more on this voluntary plan, Thus
the per centage to a collector has heen saved, and
the pastor gets his salury weekly instead of

Christian friends in Camberland and Dorchester, |
we spent some time with the peopleof my eharge, .

By the nppointment of

much joyfulness; and 1 hope some thank(ulness

Tprimitive churcles; wnd aeeoraing ot
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having to live on it three months before it is
hiv,  The funds have never before heen rmised so
cawily, or with so little trinl to the people, Their
church tax comes so gradually that at the end of
the quarter they hardly know that they have
paid anything,  And_then it is so Sceriptural
that all good people will rejoice at the success of
the experiment,”’

“There are three churches in one of the
growing cities of lown that sustain their minis.
terd by voluntary contributions tuken ench Sah-
bath morning. "One chureh has tried it for
thrce years, nnd finds it the surest, easiest, sim-
plm-t.’lnnst profitable and hest method they lllll\'l‘
ever tried to mee their expenses,  People give
more money in this way during the year thuan
'ﬂl(“\' would  give h‘v anm-ril;tmu or r(-mn:.’: i
pew, and then no one isnnnoyed by heing obliged
to colleet the subseriptions. So that the vule
given hy the Apostle does work well, and at the
game time God's house is free When will our
church officinls do God's buginess on s plan,
and trust God und His people for results 2 -

“The Tabernacle Chureh, Chieago, s re.
ceived 214 to its membership duving s fist
'year of existence, The pastor sy, + This

im|n'(~vmlontq-tl- growth ot the o -z-_zu-;nt‘iu!\ I8
largely attributable to the fhet that the sittings
in this chureh are free, ond that the vieh and
the poor here meéct toge e us worshippers of o
common Father, no soelal distinetions molesting
Lor making w'iaid.

“We Lave wdopted the voluntary gystem of
Bupporting the Guospel, h}' giving on e ersy” |.<‘\Hl‘~
dow with, cneournging success, | ame satisfied
it is the troe way,  We bhave a small chureh,
with only ahout’ fifty members; in a country
town, (Granville, T1L,) yet since last August onr
cearh receipts from- Sabbath  to - Saobath Lave
[averaged u|mm £20.00 a day, Betore that we
hnd been dragaing behind nt o miserable rate,
| We have a notice posted up in large letters in
| the vestibule of the ehureh : YThis chureh ndopts
| the Apostolie rule of giving on every Lovd’s day
for the support of the ¢ i:n&lwl an act Qllu‘m'x/up.'
Many a small sum is thrown into this collection,
'(‘nlti\ntil\g the habit of systewmatic giving which
| otherwise the church would never got,”’

“ The nﬂi'l'(nr.\' for the current expenses of the
| Free Chureh of St. Mary's, Brooklyn, apd for
the liquidation of n deht incurred hy the erection
of a rectory, nmounted yesterday to &1,027 .47,
‘muking for the whole scaxon of Lent, and in-
cluding Enster Day, 2,548,564,  This statement
may possibly encournge some congregations who
contemplate changing from the pew to the [ree
system, :

"« There are three churches in’ this town,
(Kokomo, Ind.), numbefing 3,000 inhabitants.
L All have the free-seat system.  All flourish vastly
hetter than they could any otler way, Indeed,
otherwise, T doubt if some cuuld stand.*’

‘““ As we have informed you before, our method
of receiving support is that of free-will offerings
every Sabbath morning, after tlnovxnmrlv of the

e dirce-
tions of Paul,, We have no pew rents nor sub.
seription hook, and consequently no dunning nor
complainings. The offerings are lnid on the
altar, as one of the acts of public worship, and
the minister Jives of the altar.'  The chureh
hag raised nearly twice as much ns they ever did
before.  They are pleased with God's plan, and
animated with the prospect of supporting them.-
selves, !

“The Springfield St, Congregational Church,
Boston, six months_since, assumed the whole
responsibility of its pecuniary  supvort. [t
ndopted the system of free seats and Subbath
colleetions for the support of the Gospel,  The
rate of giving has been raised some five hundred
per cent, over that of the previous year, and o
larger amount realized than could have been
gnthered on the renting system, "’

“The funde for the expense of St, Luke's
Church Wwill be obtained through the weekly
offertory, which is, in fact, the only seriptural
plan of sustaining n chureh, At the innugura-
tion of the Freo and Open Chureh Association
A year ago, there were but two free churches in
Brooklyn i there ave now Jorty, and it is to be
hoped that others will soon be induced to see
that the pew system is not only positively sinful,
inasmuch as it is divectly opposed to the teach-
ings of Christ and His Apostles, but the free
system actually produces money, not only fir the
expenses of the church, but also for al! chari-
table ohjects connected with it."

“ The people once trnined in the system, of
Joining their prayers und their alns s o act of
worship, will give for any other ohject with the
same free and veady liberality,  Evidence of this
is aflorded in St. Jumes' Chureh, Milwaukee, hy
their raising and paying out within the 1.st
fourteen months over, S38,000,00 without sel.
ling or lensing a foot of the new chureh, or even
having resorted to w fuir or any other expedient.”’

“ During the year Mr. Spurgeon has received
in voluntary offerings for his various ben volent
operations about £140,000.00,  This magnificent
sum was gathered week hy week, in the boxesat
the doors of the church."’

In the latest number of this valuable monthly
is an article on tho + Instahility of the Parochil
relation,” from which I wake the following
extract @
¥ The only remedy or relief so fir as we can
see, I8, to put the Gospel, where Christ and His
Apostles placed it ; making it free to all: offer-
ing it * without money and without price.’ 1t is
now, for the most part, on n sccular and money
basis.  So long ns this is the case, the struggle
will be to rent the pews at the highest rate, and
pay the curventexpenses, * * * *  unish
the secular dnd money idea from preaching,
Give the ministor a voluntary nurpurt y gather-
ing it from the rich and poor, and from Sabbath
to Sabbath, * as the Litd has prospered < them ;°
and then, a8 we think, the best people will have
the services of the hest ministers, and the best
ministers will have no complaint to make of a
stinted and insufficient salary. It will be o

ll‘rm'ti«-nlrlv hase of operations for the finaneinl
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return to at least one primitive usage, 1t will
he an important step toward the prace of the
churches, and the dmversion of the world,"

All this is in striking neeordance with the
following from na able article in the Baptist
Quarterly for April, 1867, on “ the Fundamental
law o' Christinn worship:"

‘“ The presentation of gifts to God s the
authorised order of FERPONNEes for the hie m~i|!'A‘~’ of
redemption,  An act is more emphativ than a
word,  Strong  affection always ripens into
reciproenl henefactions, Henee God will with.
hold no geod thing from them that love Hlim,
nnd hence the presentation of their hodios as
living suerifices is the rensonable servieo of
believers,  "Mhe offering of weokly gifts ought
to he recognized as w Christian institution, It
I8 indirpensihle to  the maintenanee of the
Apostolie Fellowship which  was mirnculously
maucunted on the duy of Pentecost ; it 8
¢ pimtically enjoined upon ehurches and Lrounps
o chiurches (1 Cor. xvi. 1, 21) it offers lln'nllxv

nuln-lu'mh-m-«-nt' (‘hriali;mit.\‘ and the reconstric.
tion of the world ; and is therefore the most

emphatic response which men can render to God
for the blessings of salvation,'

For the Ohristinn Meossengor,
MOVEMENTS OF RLEY. MR. CEORGE.

Oxrorn, August 2nd, 1809,
Dear By thep,—

Since the Association in Onslow 1 have visited
| the Enstern N. ‘B. Associntion held at Jemsog,
whew much interest was manifested i Foreign
Missions, It is evident that our New Brunswick
'brethren will not be backward in this great work,
LAt mectings held in Gagetown, Maugerville and
{ Frederieton, they gave - assurnnce of much
| sympathy for the enterprise. 1 also attended
Etiw' ,I" E. Island Association held at Cavendish,
| The spirit of the Master took poseession of the
‘minds of those assernbled at the Conference
meeting on Saturday and controlled each suly
fequent  session. T never attended such an
Associntion,” war the remark of old and young
a8 they departed from the place where the
blessedness of the gospel had been so sweetly
enjoyed. At that place I met some very ex.
cellent bethren, and got acquainted with. some
whom I had met before that will betever remems
bered. with deep love, How frequently we mcet,
not a8 brethren in Christ who love each others
but as cold and reserved anen presenting thosg
sides of oar charneters that are not calculated to
excite mutunl love, and cause us to Jook back. to-
the meeting as one of the times when we sat
together in heavenly places in Christ “Josus
True we reparate holding exalted opinions of each
others ubilities, but we do not + love us brethren®’
unless we present loveable qualities,

Everywlere throughout the Ieland I  met
people who felt t'wy had a work to do for the
heathen, and gave a cheerfu responke to the
appeals made for contributions, We may expect
valuable aid from our brethren there. Return-
ing o N, 8. vie Shedine T came to Amherst,
where last Sundny was epent in compuny with
Bro, Miles, the Pastor being away ; alter which [
visited Pugwash, from thence came to this place
where I spent. yesterday among the people with
whom so many happy though lborious days
huve been passed. In the morning we met in n
grove near Bro. Gilbert Purdy's, at least two
hundred and fifty were present and listened at-
tvnti\'vl.\' to the word of life. Brethren Miles,
Corey and Morrow were present, each of whom
took part in the exercises, In the afternoon o
large congregation assembled in  the Baptist
meeting house in River Philip, and gave good
heed to the trath spoken. In the evening we
met-in the Methodist house in’Oxford, 1 felt it
to be a good, though sad day,

How hard to say Farewell to those with whom
we have toiled in the vineyard of the Loxd. 1t
gives me much pleasure to find Bro, Corey doing
80 good a work for this people, uh'wl(l.\' he hos a
place in their confidence and esteem. No doubt
he is the right man in the right place, Next
Lord's day I expect to #pend in St. John, and
the following at Hillshorough and Hopewell,
after which T will proceed to the Convention,

From what [ can learn, a Foreign Mission will
be generally supported hy all of our people to the
extent of their ability, yet it takes some time to
brirg the matter fairly before them as other
things have been urged upon them ns possessing
stronger elaims,  However [ have no fears, and
feel more than ever convinced that God would
have me give my life to Forcign Missionary work.,
I re 1ain, your Brother in Christ,

Wy

GEORGK.

The stock, certificates, bonds, deeds. and other
representatives of money left by Baron Roths.
child, weighed over a ton,

A lark singing contest took place the other
day at Hulifax, England, The first prize bird
was seventeen years old, und it sang ten minutes ;
the second prize bird was twelve years old, and

it sung Y4 minutes,
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