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ally opening into two passages, soparated by o
:(t:mnyg y higg wall of 1&““53 ' and running
on without any prospeet of ever coming to-
gether. A

There are two ‘iuat such doors into the visible
ohurch, and nlas ! alas! it is only too fearfully
true that most persoms who profess to be living
not for earth but for heaven, profer the one that
prosents tho least diffioulty, and run tho risk of
the result, while thousands, alas, even in a
christian land, concern themsclves but little
about either, There ar> and ever have been two
parties in the church, They can walk side by
side for & part of the way ut least, They can
converse together, congratulate cwoh other, wor
ship together, lahor together: bhut there is a
strong wall of separation botween them not.
withetanding. The one party ure the ** ohildren
of the kingdom,' the other, ** the children of
tho wioked one.”’ They travel different roads,
and the termination of their pilgrimage will bo
an ctornal separation, Oh that thay wore wise !
that they understood this! that they would oon.
sider their latter ond ! PHow careful all should be
in theoutset, not to take up withanything short of
a sound conversion! How cautious should we
all bo at all times to know whether we are walk-
ing in the ** narrow way that leads to Life," or
in the ** broad way that leads to destruction ?"
How cautious all who have the ** carve of souls'
should be to guard enquirers agninst the “wider
door.”” And yet when and where do we ace
this caution manifested? It is a melancholy
fuct that ** now-a-days’’ nothing is qusier thun to
muke & profession of Religion, All things are
suppored to be changed for the better. As the
world moves on, the church, it is twken for

ranted, advances also, And so she does, bat
ﬁvr ndvanco, when left to herself, without special

guidance, ever has been and ever will bo, retro- &

rade.  Men placed ag watchmen upon the walls
gt‘ Zion, may l;row r&m and fail g? sound the
alarm, und the sinner may perish in his sins
and his blood bo upon the unfwithful watchs
man's head. But the sinner's perishing well be
none the less certain or dreadfal. God and the
Bible will not change to accomodate themselves
te man's heedlessness and folly, - Oh ! let.us be-
ware ! ¢ for atrait is the gnh and narrow is the
way that leads to Life and few there be that find
it.”  Dear Reader, examine thyself'!

Sth, Again, I had to wait and {my. and per-
sovere, in order to ** entor in,"' 1 could see the
keeper's ¢¢ kneee'’ and the ** placeof his feet,”
but I conld not reo his face, Here was a great
trath taught., How elow all are, however, to
learn it, Hear what the Lord saith: Luke
xviii. 1-=8, ¢ Men ought nlways to pray and
not }:n faint,”” ¢ Hear what the unjust jud
suith,
own elect, who cry day and night unto him,
though he bear long with them#’
one duty inouleated more frequently than
another in the Bible, it is the duty of waiting.
;l‘lm ‘“ Hearer of prayer'' often seems not to
Tear,
n emiling face.”" He delays the blessing on pur
pose to multiply its value many fold, when it
comes, All this ought to be familinr to me now,
but nt the time I refer to I knew but little about
it. 1t was kind and gracions in my Heavenly
Father then to suggest so important a lesson,
Oth, But T would soem in my dream to get
discournged ; my anxiety to be saved; would
cenre, T would amuse myself, hy looking at the
windings and turnings, &o,, of the vast building
where we were and also hy looking at others,
and eriticising their course, instead of takin
Lieed to myself and ¢ fleving from the wrath to
come' myself. So it was represented in m
dream, and 8o it turned out in reality in after
life. The wseriousness of that summer did not
result in my entire consecration to the Saviour,”
“ Being ignorant of God's righteousness and
ﬁ:i“g ahout to establish my own righteousness,”
though I knew it mot nor sue it, I did
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ashes,”  The words of the Apostle Poter liter
ally and without a figure expressed the rapture
of my soul; for it was **joy unepeakable and
full of glory.” Whether I had ever passed
through the ** strait gate of a sound conversion’’
before that period or not, is still o matter of
doubt with e, Butas to what oceurred at that
time I have no doubte whatever, The Divine
Keeper of the Door, with whom are tho issues
of lite, who still reveals hersell in the humble
torm wnd habiliments of & ** man,’’ but with the
**wuthority ot God," rose up from his place,
Inid his hand upon we, lifted me up out of the
dust, and passed me through the door that leads
to pence, nud glory and eternal live, - '

Alas ! how has my {roward heart been prone
to wandor from him still! And how far have I
often strayed since then! But he has never loft
me nor forsaken me. And as [ writo this |
have a sweet calm confldence in Him that he
never will forsake me: and it is my firm resolu-
tion that, relying on his grace to work in me
both to will und to do, 1 never will forenke Him,
«T will trust and not be afraid."

And now, doar reander, my heart’s dosire and
prayer to God, for you is, that you may be saved,
and not ounly ultimately saved, but that ?'ou ma
strive nfter and obtain ** even in the wilderness,”
before the promised inheritance is reached, o
large share of that ¢ peace of God that passeth
all understanding,’’ and of that * joy that is
unspeakable and full of glory,” and duily foast
on the heavenly mannn, even angels' food, uwnd
drink full draughts of the ** living wuter'’ from
tho wmitten Rock : *tand that Rook was
Chriet.”"  The relation of one's own ** christinn
experience’ for the edifieation of others, has
rown almost into disuetude in there degenerate
times, Wo hear, not unfrequently, somewhat
boastful inuendoes against ¢ quiug—o(‘ one's
self.’’ We hear grave, ‘“orthodox™ cautions
againat * trusting to frames and feelings, and a
good deal else, that may, and that may not, be
all very well, 'What are joys and sorrowe but
“ frames and feelings?"’  What are repentance
and faith and -hope, and love and seal, and
hatred of sin, love for souls, but emotions of the
mind and heart? And how can there be such a
thing us ** vital religion,” in that soul, where
no ** fromes and feolings’ are produced by the
amuzing faets of the Gospel? These growt facts,
these ** cardinal dootrines' of the cross, are t!
foundation of true rel!giouu hope,. not th
frames and feoling, nor the good works which
they produce in the soul and life, But where
they produce no effects, they are not believed.
A good tree will ever produce fruit, But
he who loves the fruit will not destroy the tree:
nor will he who values religious emotions, un-
dorvalue that which can alone produce thowm,

If there he namely, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, We

surely need not be wiseororthodox or “‘careful”
“above what is written.” And while we have
the example of Moses and the prophets, and of
postles, of the saints and the
martyrs, and of good men of all ages to fullow
after, we neoed not be ashamed to tell of the
odness of the Lord to ve, We may recount
1is marvellous loving kindness, We may ** ro
member all the way which he has led us'' from
our deliverance out of the bondage of pt,
until we reach the Promised lwnd, And w
those candid ohristinns who seriously disapprove
of such a course I would mir ¢ read the book of
Job! Read the Pmllml of )n'vld! I'Imllisloh;;
mon's Song-—-yea the song ol sengs ! which
%:okicl. and
tles! Read
evelution, and
if you cannot seo that all these abound in the

recital of personal history, of personal religious
experience, your vision must be dim ind:ed,
Depend upon it, iff we are tho subjects as these
holy men were, of God's gracious denlings with
our souls, if' we are subjeots of the ** hidden

Daniel. Read the Aots of the A

not as yet t‘submit myself to the rightesuancss of | jnyer life ;" if we have ¢ tasted that the Lord is

God,"" My anxiety to bo a christian declined
and | fell back intn a state of skepticism and
#in.  The whole subject of religion appeared to
me us o delusion, a dream, a figmont of the
imagination, havirg nothing real or true about
;‘té lldi(l not, however, become an avowed in-
1ael,
time some formal heartless devotion; but 1
neglected religious  ordinunces, shunned the
Bible and religious people, and lived in sin,
Then came another season of awakening, under
o sermon-—the first one I ever heard him preach—
by our late excellent brother, Rev, Richard
McLearn, and for months I earnestly sought the
Lord, [ did not however even then succeed in
finding what T so earnestly ssught. Another
season of declension followos. I did not obtain
even o *‘ hope' that T had been regencrated
until T was twonty-twe ycars ol age-—and. ton
more years followed, ten years of sinking and
rising, of declensions °u\d awakenings, before I
nttained te the ** full “assuvance of faith,"” and
could say “ T xxow that v Redeemer liveth."
I can never forget this season. [ had lpnmd
thmnfh many a memorable phase of religious
oxperience beforo, But that which the Lord
was graciously pleased to manifest to me at the
age of 82, about ten years after I had made a
publio. profession of religion, and nine years
wfter T had been endeavoring to prench the gos-
pel, was the most remarkable, and the most
memorable event in my history. Then was the
Lord Jesus manifested unto me, as he is not,
and cannot be. to tha world. The views that
were grva feT5n and of his
work, and of his love to me personally, and to
his church, and the consciousness that I had
that I loved him with all my heart and soul, and
the peace and rapture those views produced, so
t T tad ever experienced or
~even conoeived of beforo, that, at the time, it a

peared to me that I had up to that moment beon
rather an infidel than a believer, I could say
with Job, ¢ T have heard of thee by the hearing
of the ear, but now my eye seeth thee, there-

[ never whelly omitted for any length of

gracious,'’ if ** Christ is formed in us the ho

of ﬁlory." if * we dwell in him and he dwellsin
us,”’ depend upon it David's determination will
bo oure, “‘T will bless the Lerd at all times,
His praise shall be continually in my wmouth,
My soul shall make her boast in the Lord, The
humble shall hear thereof and be glad." 1
will speak of the glorious honor of
and of thy wondrous works, And men shall
speak of the might of thy terrible acts, wnd I
will declire thy greatness. They shall abun-
dantly utter the memory of thy great ness
gnd shall sing of thy righteousness.” Ps, cxly,

wil,

It is of course well to guard agninst error,
and againat extremes, Kven things must
be used with prudence, and we must guard
agninst their abuse, To talk of our own com.
munion with God, compels the necessity of a
close walk with Him, il we would avoid the
grossest inconsistency. ** Let therefore overy
one that nameth the name of Christ, depart
from iniquity.”” Thoe relation of our spiritual
exercisos of mind, our Tirltunl trinls, raptures,
joys and sorrows, is well caloulated to quicken
and stimulate the childven of God, and to arouse
the careless, So thought that man of deep
religious experience, good old John Bunyan,
His pilgrim travellers renched a place where
there was something in the climato and atmos-
phere which had a ¢ great tondency to make
men drowsy.'" It was the ** enchanted ground,"
and those who yielded to the influence, and lay
' down to sleep, ** it was a thousand to ono if they
| over awoke ag\ln." And ro they * fell into
' good discourse to endeavor, if' possible, to keep
.ench other awake. And they each n
‘ where God with him'' after Christ
had first sung this song :

|4 YWhen snints do aleopy grow let them come hither,
4 And hoar how these two pligrims talk together,
% Yea lot them lears of them in un¥ wise
¥ Thus to keep ope’ their drowsy slambering ey os,
“ Baints' fellows ulc if it he managed well,
¢ Keeps them awako, and that in eplte of hell.”

&
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And It omﬁe to ;'u‘\;aa‘th»nt‘ wAhen' tlioy. l\'ud‘ got

through with their stories, and all the questivns
and reflections that were sugpested by those
stories that they had gotten well over the ‘¢ En.
chanted ground.” The unholy charm that had
come over them, had heon warvellously counter
acted by their ‘“speaking one to another,” The
had been refreshed and strengtliened hy ench
other's good conversntion, and were urging their
way onward towards the ‘¢ celestial city,'" with
fresh courage and zeal and bad reached the land
of Beulah, Fellow pilgrim, I would fain rouse
thee from thy dmwurm\m in the same wny, |
have felt my own soul etirred and quiekened in
telling thee m{ story, God grant that it be the
means of' quickening thee !

Gorrespondence.
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REVISION OF THE ENGLISH
: SCRIPTURES,

No 4.

In her Popular History of English® Bible
Translation, Mre, Conant, when inquiving into
the principles to be obeerved by King James's
translators, in the execution of their work, says :

“The first, third, and fourth of the King's
rules for the trauslators, furnish the answer on
thi= point, The ordinary Bible read in the
Church, commonly called the Bishopa’ Bible, is
to be followed, und as little ultored as the original
will permit, The principle adopted in that ver-
wsion in regard to eoclesinstionl words, as church
for confmyclo'on. in 0 be atill binding,
with divors significations are to be translated ac
cording to the use of tho Fathers, ij(‘ agreeable to
the propriety of the place and . the analogy ol
faith, Inother words, the appearance of change.
which might throw discredit on the authority ol
the Church, is to be -cautiously avoided ; the
ocolesinstical torms which subserve the present
constitutions ol the Church are to bo retained,
and not translated ; the translation of doubtful
words is to be decided by the dootrines of the
Church,

‘ If these rules have any other meaning, it
must be shown on other testimony thun that of
the version itself, That they contained the pith
and marrow of James's design, is scen alsu in
that committee of' the ‘* most ancient and grave
divines"’ u¥puinhd for the express olject of' so-
ouring conformity to the King's wishes in theso

articulars, It is noticeable, moveover, that the
jiimes held vut to the translators as o stimulus
to their industry and ambition, were high posi-
tions in the Church, and, of course, not ‘u. be
secured without subscription %o ite doctrines and
discipline, Thus the accuracy of the version was
to be mude suburdinate to considorations of expe-
dionoy ; and the soholarship concentrated on it was
but to give new solidity and eclat ¥o nn ecclesing-
ticul system, which the majority of the Eunglish
nation at that very time deemed at variance with
the word of God,

“ The same ohject is munifest also in the suc-
ceeding measure, Tho next step in the originul
lam, was to subjdet it to the examination of the
thu ; and this seems to have been substanti-
ally followed, in the third revision by a sclect
committee consisting of six sranslators and the
same number of Church dignitaries mot con-
corned in the translation, To this succeeded o
fourth, by two high-ohurohwmen : and finally it
{muud into the hands of Bancroft, shen Arch.
nshop of Canterbury—a man without scholar.
ship, without soruples, and with no powerabove
him but the King, whose obj in this under-
taking precisely coincided with his own, But
though he {:\vo aocount $o no man of his pro-
ceedings in this watter, yet the whole body of
the translators stood betore the public as in.
dorsers of all he might do, and the Puritans
were made to bear involuntary witness to the
divine institutions of the State Church no less
than the most sealous of her sons,

“ What use was made of this power hy
Bancroft is unknown. He was publiely charged
with having altered the version in fourteen
laces.  Dr, Smith is said to have admitted, in
unswer to complaints from provious rovisers, that
he was 80 potent, there wus no resisting him,

“The excellonces and the defects of the ver.
sion thus produced, are just what we should
expect from its history, King James's third und
fourth rules, while they decided its character in
certain important respects on principles as arbi-
trary and unsound as those adopted by tho
Rhomish translators, affected the expressions only
in single points, :

« Portions of the werk reflect the highest
credit on the scholarship of the time. Hedell
and Reynolds, and some others of the revisers,
were undoubtedly masters of all shat was known'
of sacred oriticism ; and that they bestowed their
utmost pains on the work, there can be no ques-
tion, DBut all tho translators were not scholars ;
and mmloquent!{, other portions fall decidedly
behind some of the previous versions, Passages
are mistranslated, which Tyndale and Coverdule
and the Genevan——somo or all of them—had
translated right,

' As o whole, moreover, the work could not
but exhibit the retrogressive fendency of that
rigid conservatism which had made adherence to
a defoctive version the fundamental rule of the
revisions, and deviation from it the exoo{xtiun.
ounly to be allowed in cases of necessity, Under
this pressure, much would be left untouched
which an unshackled translator, aiming only to
present the most perfeot reflection of the divine
ariginal, would have changed for the better, nnd
the ohanges that were ventured on would oiten
be made with a timid hand, Its imperfection is,
however, to be ascribed ‘,n part to the King's
haste, which would not allow sufficiont time for

-

the ripening of tho work,"

Words 1 tuken sufficient time to do the work well, they
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We have seen the circumstances under which
the version was made, To erect this into a
standard for missionary versions, appears almost
saerilegions, There can be no true sfandard for
trantlations of Sacred Seripture, except the ine
fpired originale, None but Papists should be
wllowed the bud pre-eminence in wrong doing, to
st up the work of man as superior to the work
of God, and to exalt the word of the creature
nhove that of the Creator,
But if we make the sacred originals the
standard for our missionary translations, the
(uestion then is unavoidable, Shall we give the
hoathen o better translation of the Bible than
wo use ourselves ? Or, to put it in another
form : Shall we consent to use and hand down to
our children a book as the word of God, which
wo know, from the vircurastances unde: which it
wis made, contains numerous and acknowledged
orrora?
If the tramslators of King James had all beens
ominent for scholarship ; if' the rules which he
impoeed upon them had not restricted them in
their work ; if they had not had those over them
who were determined to make it subeerve the
sectarian purposes of the Church of England ;
i the translators themselves had all been actuated
hy the purest motives,; they could not possibly
have done the work needed in three years, the
time which they profess to have devoted to it.
And, if they had enjoyed every advantage in
scholarship which the age could afford, and had

could not, by any human possibility, have made
in 1008 a version which would not need correc-
tion and improvement at the presont time. No
Nkill in scholarship could have supplied the
wanta of the pecessary manuscripts, No pro-
fundity of learning could have-anticipated the
ehanges which have taken place in theé meaning
of words in two centuries and a half. No arte
of composition eould have availed to provide for
such changes, had they been anticipated.
Wx. H. Wyckory,

Corrvesponding Secretary, ‘
No. 32 Great Junes Street, New York,

For the Christian Messenger.
THE UNSEEN RICHES.

The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Rom. vi, 23.

Unlike every other gift—the gift of righteous-
ness is the gitt of God through Jesus Christ our
lord,  The unseen riches of the children of
God far exceeds the most conspicuous gift of
curthly wealth from whatever source they may
he derived. Riches and worldly honour prove
in many instances a curse rather thana blessing.
Finite man is #o weakly constituted, that the
ruling passion of the mind—cstranged from
virtue—Ileads him to love and gather such riches
ns moths can corrupt, and thieves break through
nnd steal,  Alas! very many have sought the
rich gems the world affords, but the ene thing
needful have negleoted. Their riches, honour,
pride, and vain glory went down with them into
oblivion, How soon are they forgotten, They
rojoiced in #in and worldly pleasure, but mourned
in death the folly of being rich, but not toward
God. Tt is true money makes friends, but they,
like money, will corrupt, riches take to them-
solves wingsand fly away, Friends die and leave
the heart of man sad, but this cannot be said ot
the gilt which God bestows on us through Christ,
'I'he author of cternal life is God, the Vine from
which we draw virtue is Christ, and he has said
‘“*becauso 1 live ye shill live also,”” Again, I am
the vine, ye are the branches, as the branch can-
not bear fruit of itself except it abide in the vine,

neither can ye except ye abide in me, I in you and
you in me,””  What a rich gift is Christ to the
| world—the Saviour of sinners ! In glory, before
the foundation of the world, see him enshrouded
in the purest robes of honer, After man's
wrotched full, until the fullnese of time, when
he that was rich, for our sakes became poor, that
wo by his poverty might become rich, He laid
nside his hallowed vesture, for that of our nas
ture, sin excepted, See,him descend the vale of
| human suffering, tempted in all points, see him
the substance of all the types and shadows of
the law, the antitype of all the slain beasts on
Jowish altars, but now manifested to all them
that by him do believe in God, that raised him
from the dead, see him doing good to the fallen,
w perfect example for his followers, see him in the
garden, again on Culvary, stretched on the cross
in agony, behold him dying, sce him enter the
grave, in Joseph's new tomb behold him. But
now he is risen, exalted at the Father's right
hand in glory, presenting his hands and feet to
the Everlasting Father in our behalf, he holds
the golden sceptre of eternal life toall,. We now
hear the Apostle John sayirg ¢ this is eternal
life, to know God and Jesus Christ whom he has
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