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Toreespondence, 
For the Christiun Messenger, 

AVTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
LE SR ’ 

nw REV, CHARLES TUPPER, D, D, 

CHAPTER XV. 

PASTOTATR IN AYLESFORD AND WILMOT, 

(No 18.) 

Through the longsuffering and gracious care 
of the Most High, my lilo lns been preserved to 
this thiy=—August Oth, 1809—on which it has 
attained to 75 years, My advanced age and ine 
orensing infirmitios give unmistakable indications 
that ** the time of my departure is at hand," 
In reviewing the portion of my life that is past, 
1 ee abundant cause of thanksgiving for num. 
berless merciew received from God ; and much 
reason for humilintion on acegunt ol my numer 
oun sine, and great deficiencies with reference to 
love to Him, seal tor His glory, and efforts for 
tho benefit of my follow men, Through the 
riches of His grace, howover, I do humbly trast 
that, upon the'whole, the world is, in No respect 
the worse, but in some small measure the better 
for my having. lived 75 yous in it, 

While I trust there ure none who will nflirm, 
that Lever attempt d to defimud them, to draw 
them into any. of the paths sol vice, or inten. 
tionally to injure them in any respoot, it has 
beon my privilege to aid in promoding, to some 
extent, the interests of education, of temperance, 
and of morlity in general, A portion of my 
time hus been devoted to labors among the destis 
tute usu domestio missionary, and a large share 
of it tw the pastoral care of Cliurches,  Iwpors 
feotly ne these labors have heen performed, and 
smth ashes been to measure of My KUCCORN, 
undoubt «ly some benclits save, thro gh the 
Divine blessing, resulted from them, in the 
edifiention wnd comfort of believers, their excite 
ment to Christinn love and obedience, the re. 
claiming of. backsliders, and. the conversion and 
salvation of y evishing sinners, 79 God alone be 
all the praise! 

It hus nlso been my endeavor to promote 
human weal by the pen and the press, as well ns 
by the tongue in the pulpit, trom the platform, 
and by Gonily visttat'on and private intercourse, 
Betore we had any religious periodionl in these 
Provinces, I wrote communications for the 
Amevicon Baptist Magazine, nnd the Christian 
Watchmaik, During my editorship of the Bap- 
tist Missionary Magazine, fom the commence 
ment ol the your 1827 to the elose of 1832, it 
devolved on me to be the principal writer for its 
columns, Besides writing numerous articles for 
other periodicals, 1 have contributed wn large 

wo share of the original communications which have 
appeared in the Christian Messe nger, As there 
has been a change of Edit, and numbers of 
the early contributors to its pages have, in the 
course of nearly. 33 yenrs since its commences 
ment, been removed by death, nnd others have 
begun to write for it more recently, doubtless 
my communiontions inserted in its columns 
exceed In extent those of nny other writer, 
Those who have perused them uttentively wre 

; "mn aware, that thoy ctbince wn great variety of for what purpose? To sy that Josus, in his subjects, It is not to he supposed. that every 
iden expressed in correct; but 1 trust unproju- 
diced renders will give me the eredit of having 
sincerely wimoed at right, 1t ennnot be eons 
sistently doubted, that, to some extont, these 
communications have been useful, On the whole 
Ido not regret that they haye been written and 
published; nor that mueh toll and many hard. 
ships huve heen endured hy me in efforts to 
sustain® this valunble Periodical, The OX Pros. 
slonk and substantial proofs of the gratitude of 
the esteemed Editors lave been highly cheering 
to me, 

From my bivth-day nt the nge of 75, I ean 
look back 70 years, and remember distinetly 
events that vocarred, nnd thoughts that passed 
through wy wmiud, on the day in which I attained 
the age of 6 yore. (Prior-seones nro retmenr: 
bered ; but the exact dates cannot be given.) 
Though multitudinous events that have subse. 
quéntly transpired within my knowledge, and 
very wach that has heen learned hy me, have 
been forgotten, yet the anniversary of my Firth 
day has always been remembered, 

In some cases people UX Prose surprise nt my 
forgetfulness of things that must have heon 
known to me, and in others nt the retentveness 
of my memory. The faet in, however, that 
things which have transpired around me, or have 
come to my knowledge, whether long since (p 
recently, and have made a deep impression on 
my mind, are usually remembered, while others 
are soon forgotten, I have, indeod, endeavored 
in some moensure to follow DHworth's ndvice— in, und that water bad no such 

“ Whatever worthy thy remark thou seest, 
With enre remember, and lurget the rest," 
But there have long been two remnrkable 

defiets in my memory, Though 1 can usunlly 
remember texts of Seripture quite well, and 
recite them readily, yet when 1 wish to soloot a 
hywin that is in geneml well known to me, | 
frequently find it difienlt to reoolleot the Hest 
lino, No ulso with regard to persons with whom 
I ain nequainted, and whose countenanoes nro 
familine to me, 1 have often during lite been 
greatly perplexed through inability to ell their 
NAmoes, 

I have long since noticed, also—=whut is 
probably not peouliar to me that if wn matter 
domunding prompt attention in named, and is 
hot attended to at once, it is very apt to be overs 
looked nltogether, I have theretoro found ib 
desirable, it possible, to have important business 
despatehed when it is flost mentioned, 

In order to-punctuality in nnswering letters, | 
have long been neeustomed to label vaol letter 
when reovived, with the name of the writer, the 
date, and the time of its reception, and tu put 
it in the place for wnanswered feflers, These are 
ordinarily examined with frequency, that none 
requiring an answer may be negleoted, If o 
prompt veply bo requested, it fue extraordinary 
canon exeepted=—=answored ut onee, 
Among my sorvioos of Inte, apart from direct 

ministerial labor, our Foreign Mission hos 
occupied much of niy time and attention. As 
the feeble state of my health in youth prevented 
me from devoting my life to this noble work, it 
hae wlforded me pleasure to serve the cause 
gratuitously, as a Scorotary, during the lust 
twelve yours, ; 
And now 1 would say, after laboring™n the 

an dt may please my gracious Master to grant 
me n sullicient measure of strength « f body and 

promotion of His declarative glory, and tho host 

to continue in a work which: will be ward 
through wy iifiemity, 

For the Christian Messenger, 

Mr, Editor yw a 

In the present contury the two words believeth 
and is baptized whioh our Lord used in his last 
commission, have occasioned more controversy in 
the so-called christian world than all the other 
words in the Bible, ‘Ihis, | think, will be 

the tet or not. How much has been said and 
written on belief or faith and how strange and 

believe that they ennnot believe the Saviour, 

the debates'and steifes about its meaning or count 

mists and darknessafound it to make it uncer 
thin what iden Jesus has given in this word, and 
to keep men from knowing when they have obeyed the Lord in this positive institution, and 

gracious charter of pardon to condemned world, spoke in ambiguous words or used thew in a doubtful sense, is to nceuse Him who tasted 
denth for every mun of trifling with a world's 
salvation, Jesus spoke most plainly when he 
told men how ho would save them, Whence 
then this controversy about the meaning of the commission? © Ap enemy hath done this, * 
Satan leaves no scheme untried to keep men (from Clivist, If they are kept in darkness and “doubt wbout the requirements of the gospel he 

‘Will greatly “necomplish his malicious designs, 
doubt not that many well disposed men think 

they wre doing n noble work while lnhoring to 
gather mists around the Lord's commission, little dreaming that the gront adversary is bohind tle 
sercen, Such men exhibit nothing for our belief. They prove nothing but stir u P uncertainty and doubt, They ereate distrust of Christ's promise An the/mind, They ure the heroes of negation, the sturdy champions of preploxity and doubt, 

"very sorry to find Mr, Davie giving aid 
OF encouragement to such men or thelr work. While xo many are contemptuously opposing be. 
Hever's immersion and pleading fur infant sprink- 
ling, it is pitinble to ses Baptist ministers up- holding their hands and Joining to dendunce this positive institution of the Son of God as a 
trifling non-essential, alleging that the one who 
breaks this command is as sure of heaven as he Is who obeys it, 
When | answered My, Davis! questions 1 dis: | the Son of’ Gl, tnetly declarod that I agreed with him that the blood of Christ Atoxs had virtue to take awa 

THE CONTROVERSY ON BAPTISM, &o, 
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that baptism should be obeyed, becaise Jesus has 
commanded it, nud that the wan whose heart and lite wero changed hy the Spirit of Ged, put 
on Christ in this institution wad could oluim the Saviour's promise in the commission, 1 whGived 
that Mr, Davis would admit none to ehivistian privileges til baptised, and that he held it to be 
burial with Chivist and w resurréetion to a new life, 1 showed that dead and not living persone are buried and that the grave stood between fio 
states, &o, &el 1 was ndsa shown that the Lod when he instituted baptism, located i before und 
not q/ter slvati mn, and that the Apostles nlwa yn 
placed it before und not atter, | did this hoping 
that we might hetter understand each other, and 
though we aight still dite on matters of 
opinion the poxitive statements of the Bible 
would he sulliviently authorittive to hind us both ax those who were Willig to * Let Gud 
fpenk anc let the whole envth hear, But this 
hope was cat off when | opened Xe: Davie® letter 
and found him at the outset denouncing my ‘Cold baptismal tallweles And what, kin 
render, are these © baptismal fallweies 2° Nitin 
more nor less than declaring what began to bi 
spoken by the Lord and was COnfirrcd to wx by 
them that heard them, God oso bewring them 
wetness both in signe and wonders Je, ge. 
Mr Davix does not deny that 1h ism stands 

betore salvation in the ow mission, and in the 
cnrer of conversion wearded fn the Acts of 
Apostles,” He does tot, he cannot, point to 
one case of fdvation in the New Testament 
without haptisin, since it was instituted, How then dee |v eet the case ? By saying a num 
ber ob had things about me, Fist, 1 am like nw 
“Myo Hudgron, who said certain things about baptism: © Having never heard that gentleman, 
nor seen the sermon fr wm which Mr. Davis quotes, | ennnat sy how far | oagree with him, 
I, Lowever, he believes that no one is nN proper 
suhjeet tor baptism till he believes with ~ill Nis 
heart on the Son of God and turns to his sorvice, [ cannot see anything radioglly wrong in what 
he quotes from his sermon, MH he believes that 
one ix un fit subject fe baptism, who neither 
believes nor repents, then there is the distance ministry upwards 83 years, 1 am not thed of of the poles between uw, the service, but desire to continue in it so long [le next demurs nt comparing baptism to the 
marriage cere and asks iE woman is not in 
Clit Wl he is bifptised fut him, 1 will also 
nek him how a wan can be in Christ before his mind to enable me to bear humble part in the haptinm and still be Sa tuto im? When \ 3 3 w I spoke of baptism holding the sme plies ax the : : : murringe ceremony, | meant it ns an illustra interests of my fellow men, Beyond this point . 4 Hon and not nN proposition to- he proved hy itis my sincere prayer that 1 hay not attempt: Soriptare, Will Me, Davis tell us what he Cole 
siders the ceremony in the marriage between 
Christ and his hide, Mle 

He speaks of the need of watoh fulness ngninst 
my error and recommends going to the law and to the testimony, 1 als would Urge men to 
receive nothing from me but what 1 rend to 
them and they oan rend for themselves in the 
Bible. The Searcher of hearts knows that all 1 want of men is to believe the testimony of Gud 
ne they find it in his word, and obey him and be 
Chappy forever, 

Again, Lam uncharitable to good men who have not heen baptised, Mr, Davis acknow- ledges baptism to be wn positive command of 
Christ, but 1 am uncharitable for condemning 
od men who have broken that command. Have 

Fania anything about these men? 0 no. But he can hunt them up to prove me false, His 
logie, if 1 Sedoetnd him, is this, “It is fils 

Hin Me, Crawford to sy ** He that believeth and determined the effurts made to induce men to is baptised shall be saved, fp good men who 
hroke this command are saved ** without it." : : A | Why bring up these dead men ? Have | said Agnin, on the'word baptize, W ho ean angine Y A. : nuything against them ? Not at all. Can las opinion or mine about them eficet thew in any the volumes that have been written to gather | Way ? Certainly not, It in the Hing we wel to Influenes and not the dead, 1s it our duty to persuade the living that they wre as sure of 
svation and heaven in breaking this commun) of Jesus na in keeping it? Those who do so 
Will verily have their roward—=hut it will be the 
tattery of the disobedient. Can it disprove 
the tra h of God that it condenmne so many ? 
Did it in Noal's day? Did it in the case of 
Sodom ? or in the Saviour's day when he was sheeringly asked * Ave there fow that be syed? Vhy do so many otherwise good wen persist in bre king this plain command of Christ? Ono 
reason i, they nro persuaded that thoy wre as safe in breaking ns in keeping it, 

As it respects those good men who have nevep obeyed Clivist in baptism, i God in werey for. give thew, on the ground of ignorance, prejudice, 
or from whatever cause he coctuinly can do wo, 
and who is he that replieth agninst God No one would rejoice more than 1 in this gracious exercise of divine prevogative, But is it for ux to use this supposed goodness of God ns 0 wonpon against Mia clearly revealed will? or disparagement of his positive commands ? Mosey wasn good man, hut tor sinning in one thing WIN NOt permitted to enter the land of Canaan, but we wre not bound either to think lightly or his sin-or-doom-him- to otornad pesdition, 
He ohargos mo with an unsuccessful attempt to make him inconsistent, My attempt wan to make him consistent, but ho refuses anil persists in boing inconsistent, He afirms that the un. baptized are saved, nre children of God, mee fit fin heaven, and wre to wll intent and Purposes ohristinns, und still he will not allow the unbap- tied to sit wt the Lord's table, nor enjoy the wivileges of the saved, or those who are fitted for pi or Who ure christians, This is CLEAR ine consistency, 
Mr. Davis at length ventures to bring against me his grand charge, via 1 insist upon the terme of the Commission, and upon somo 0X« wressions in the book of Acts. Here no doubt los the strength of’ his (my) ease, Well, 1 do insist upon the terms of the lost commission of 

in which he sent salvation to all mankind till the end of time, These terms [seo confirmed and honored hy the Holy Spirit, virtue, stated in the ease of every one who was pardoned under 
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that commision, The hook of Aets records thowe canes and henee ite value | have also nll the allusions to baptism in the Apostles letters 
tcontirm the commision und the buok of Acts, 
After admitting that | rest on the terms of the 
commission and on the book of Acts; he “makes the folowing attempt to reason baptism out ol 

Lie that believeth and is ba itheed shall be saved! but we do not rend * He that believeth not and 18 not baptized shall bo damned.” From this he WERUER tint dwmnation turns on want of belief wid not on want of baptism, Cortwinly it turns on unbelief, Without ith it in impossible to please Gud in baptism or anything else, The rensen men do not obey Jesu in this plain com. mnnd ix becuse they do not believe him. When 
he saysdle that « (lioveth nnd is baptised shall be suved, they close to believe shen who tell them they coi and must be mived without it, Uh belie 1 sufficient to damn a man, I Jesus wt maid He that believeth not nnd in not haps Wed shud he damned, it would show that unbelief would not damn w man without he was baptised, Phat if a man wore baptived, though an unbes Hover, he would not be damned os it required hath wnbelier und wnbaptism to dimn him, But 
wnhelicl’ nlone in mullicient and hence he does not 
mention unbaptism. Had he designed to offer 
sulvation on the condition ol helol nlone he 
would not have mentioned baptism, One not tty condemn woman though it wy require severnl nets to save him, 
Iam told that | shall gain a glven point hy taking #wo steps, but it [do not take the flee 1 

whdl lowe it, Will that prove that the second SCP IR not necessary to. gain the point? A king hos subjects who rise inv bellion, Ho finde an honorable remedy by which he can pardon those who turn from thelr wy bellion, He 
sends the news in a proclumntion to them and declivres that he who ove and takes the oath of alleginnee shall he pardoned, but he that hehieves not shall he punished, Is he n wise nnd 
faithful man who would persuade the rebels that 
i they heliove they shnll he perdoned without taking the oth of “allegiance, for although the king eid say, Ho that belloveth and taketh the 
onth shall be saved, ho did wot sy he that he. 
lieves not und does not take tho outh shall he punished, Would a sensible man trust to such 
wn teacher? Noo It is pardon the rebel needs, and when ho vende on what terms the king haw 
promised pardon, he finds the onth of alleginnes 
in these terns, My. Davis quotes the words of 
John the Baptist, “le that | 
hath everlasting life, &o.'* John here referred 

God and had all the fulness of God, He that 
helieves the Son sets to his seal that God is true, 
Now the Son in hix final messnge to mankind 
told how he would save them. Can the man who belieyes part of this messnge and rejects the 
part that does not suit him, be sald to believe on 
the Son ? Is this setting to his seal that God is 
true ? 

Mr, Davis next labors to show that the remin- 

sins, Acts xxii, was not assochn tod with baptism, 
but with the vame of Jesus Christ and onlling 
on the ume of the Lord, But Lis fullure here 
in as complete ax heretofore, Wo know vory 
well that the power that saved these POFRONN Wan 
in the wnme of the Lord and not in the wa tors of 
baptism, But how did they come to the name 
of the Lord? Suppose at” Pontocost they had 
refused to be baptised in the vame of Jorun 
would their sine be remitted? When \hianine 
said to Saul, Arise and be baptized and wash nwuy thy sine oalling on the nue of the Lond, 
iF Saul had refused to be baptized, and began to 
oll on the name of the Lord, could he wash 
nwiy his sine? Je had been praying most 
earnestly for three days alrendy, ut did he wash nwiy his sins, So the remissdon of sins and the 
wishing away of sine were associnted with both 
baptism and enlling on the name of the Lond, The wat re of baptism pro the sine ns any other 
place, except it be that Jesus has recorded hin 
nue there, He has most graciously allowed his hme to he used nt the baptism ol every truly 
penitent heliover, 

But the flnale of Mr, Davie’ lotter ix not te 
least remarkable part, 16 1 understurd him he 
concludes as follows: That the law of pardon 
contained in Josun' Commission, aid confirmed hy the Holy Spirit, was all trae an right in the 
Apostles’ day, and will be true and right ngain 
hy and hy, but owing to the vast number of 
plous Pacdobaptists who now live and have lived 
that law ix not true nor right now, nor has it 
been for a long time pust, Now, if this cone 
clusion is trae, will he tell us how long the law 
of pardon vontinued to be true after the Apostles’ 
death? And who introduced nother law of pardon. when Josue law consed to be right? 

| Ban he be certain that the tne lus not OMe Cwhen Jesus" law will again be right? 4 under. stand. the gospel to be an true now ns it was in 
the Apostles’ Quy, and-the-lew of pardon to be AR tre now as at the beghnnbmg. 1 hold that the commission in to bo in free till the end of time, IFT sought to pronch another gorpel | could not tell where to find it or how to preach 
it, 

Mr. Davis scoms so troubled about plous 
Paodobaptists that he must have n law of pardon 
with no baptism In it, He oxXpressed sorrow 
when | sdd 1 had nothing newer on the si hjeot 
th on what I tind in the Now Testament, If he WILL bo advised T would suggest that he hold fst, 
the gospel and law of pardon that Jesus gnve, and do all-in his power to persundo the living to 
beliéve wud love nnd obey the Saviour. ind it he 
succeed it will he well the him and thom, let 
his mind he at rest as touching the plous dead 
who were unbaptived, If it is Josus' will that 
they are saved what Is that to him, let him 
follow Christ, 

Fraternully yours, 
DD. Crawronn, 

New Glasgow, P, E, 1., Aug. 20¢h, 1809, 
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