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Toreespondence,

For the Christiun Messenger,

AVTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
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I‘L’\" RREV, ('N.\l(l;"l! TUPPER, D, D,
CHAPTER XV,
PASTOTATR IN A\l.ytl“.hilﬁlﬂ) AND WILMOT,
(Nnﬂln‘.)

Through the longsufforing and gracious ecare
of the Most High, my lifo lns been preserved to
this thiy=—August Oth, 1809—on which it has
attained to 75 years, My ndvanced age and ine
orensing infirmitios give unmistakable indications
that ** the time of my departure is at hand,"
In reviewing the portion of my life that is puat,
1 ee nbundunt caumo of thanksgiving for nume.
berless merciew received from God ; and mueh
reason for humilintion on acegunt ol my numers
oun sinw, and grent deficiencien with reference to
love to Him, seal tor His glory, and efforts for
tho benefit of my follow men,  Through the
riches ot Ilis geace, howover, I do humbly trast
that, upon the'whole, the world is, in No respect
the worse, but in some small mensure the better
for my having.lived 75 yows in it

While I trust there ure none who will nflirm,
that Lever attempt d to defimud them, to draw
them into wny.- ol the paths 2ol vice, or intens
tionully to injure them in any respoot, it has
beon my priviloge to aid in promoding, to some
extent, the iriterests of edueation, of temperance,
and of morlity in general, A portion of my
time s been devoted to labors nmong the destis
tute us n domestio missionary, and o large share
of it tw the pastoral care of Cliurches,  Iwpors
feotly ne these lnbors have heen performed, and
st aehow been to mensure of My KUCCORN,
undoubt «dly some  benclits save, thro gh the
Divine blessing, resulted from them, in the
edifiention wnd comfort of believers, their exeite-
ment to Christinn love and obedience, - the re.
claiming of. backsliders, and. the convérsion and
salvation of -y evishing sinners, 79 God alone be
all the prawse !

It hus nlso beon my endeavor to promote
human weal by the pen and the press, as well s
by the tongue in the pulpit, trom the platform,
and by Gonily visttat'on and private interconrse,
Betore we had any religious periodionl in these
Provinees, I wrote communications for the
Amevicon Ihq»n‘g’l‘l\f(tf/n:mv'. nnd the Christian
Watchmaik,  During my vditorship of the Bap-
tist Missionary Magazine, fom the commence
ment ol the yeur 1827 to the elose of IR32, it
devolved on me to be the prncipal writer for its
columns,  Besides writing numerons articles for
other peviodicnls, 1 have contributed n large

s share of the origival communieations which have

appenred in the Chrstian Messe nger,  As there

has been o change of Editow, and numbers of

the early contributors to its pages have, in the
course of nearly. 33 yenrs since it commence-
ment, been removed by death, nnd others have
begun to wirite for it more recently, doubtloss
wmy communiontions inserted in its  columns
exceed - In extent those of nny other writer,
Those who have perused them uttentively nre

i "
aware, that thoy emlance gront \‘nl‘h'ty of for what '“"P‘W? To My that Jesus, in his

subjects, It is not to he supposed. that every
iden expressed in correet; but 1 trust unproju-
diced renders will give me the eredit of having
sincerely wimoed at right, 1t ennnot be eons
sistently doubted, that, to some_ extont, these
communications have been useful,  On the whole
I do not regiet that they haye been written- and
published; nor that mueh toll wnd many hard.
ships huve heen endured hy me in_efforts to
sustain® this valunble Periodical, The OXPros.
slonk and substantial proofs of the gratitude of
the estoemed Editors luve been highly cheering
to me,

From my bivth-day nt the nge of 75, I ean
look baek 70 years, and remombor distinetly
events that vocarred, nnd thoughts that passed
through wy wmiud, on the day in which I nttained
the age ol 6 yonrs.—(Prior-seones nre retmenr:
bered ; but the exnet dutes eannot be given,)
Though multitudinous events that have subses
quéntly tranepired within my knowledge, and
very wueh that has heen learned hy me, have
boen forgotten, yet the anniversary of my ¥irth
day has always been remembered,

In some cnwes prnl.lo UXPross mrprim' nt my
forgetfulness of things that must have heon
known to me, and in others nt the retentveness
of my memory. The faet in, lmwvvvl'. that
things which have transpived around me, or have
come to my knowledge, whoether long since (p
recently, and have made n doep impression on
my mind, are usually remembered, while others
are soon forgotten, I have, indeod, endeayored

in some moensure to follow DHworth's ndvice— i, wnd that water bad no such

“ Whatover worthy thy vemark thou seest,
Withr enre remember, and lurget the rest, "
But there have long been two remnrkable
defiets in my memory, Though 1 can usunlly
remenhor texts of Seripture quite well, and
recite them rendily, yet when 1.wish to soloot o
hywin that is in geneml well known to me, |
frequently find it difienlt to reoolleot the st
linu, o ulso with regard to porsons with whowm
I ain nequainted, and whose countenanoes nro
familine to me, 1 have often during lite been
grently perplexed through nability to el their
NAmoes,

I have long since noticed, also—=whut i
probably not peouliar to me-that if' n matter
domunding prowpt attention s named, and s
ot attended to at onee, it is very apt to be overs
looked nltogether, I have theretoro found ¢
desirable, it possible, to have important business
despatehed whon it is flost mentioned,

In order to-punctuality in nnswering lotters, |
have long been neeustomed to label vaol lettop
when reovived, with the name of the writer, the
date, and the time of its reception, and tu put
itin the place for wnanswered feflers,  These are
ordinarily examined with frequency, thut none
roquiring an answer may be negleoted, 1 o
prompt veply bo requested, it fn- extraovdinary
casen exeepted=—=answored ut onee,

Among my sorvioos of Inte, apart from direot
ministerial lubor, our Foreign  Mission  hos
oceupied much of niy time and attontion.  As
the foeblo state of my health in youth prevented
me from devoting my lifo to this noble work, it
e wlforded me pleansute to serve the cause
pratuitously, as n Scorotary, duving the lust
twelve yours, ;

And now 1 would sy, after laboring™n the

an it may plense my geacious Mastor to grant
me n sullicient measure of' strongth « f body and

promotion of His declarative glory, and tho hest

to continue in a work whiol: will be marwd
through wy iifiemity,

For the Christlun Messonger,

Mpr, ,‘.'clolul‘,-- A

In the present contury the two words delieveth
and is baptized whioh our Lord used in his last
commission, have ocensioned more controversy in
the soscalled ehristian world than all the other
words in the Rible, ‘Ihis, | think, will be

the twet or not.  How muoh has boen said and
written on belief or faith and how strange and

believe that they ennnot believe the Saviour,
the debates'and steifes about ity meaning or count

mists and darknessafound it to make it uncer-
thin what iden Josus has given in this word, and
to keep men from knowing when they have
obeyed the Lord in this positive institution, and

gracious chartor of pardon to condemned
world, xpoke in nmbiguous words or used thew
ina doubtful sense, is to nocuse Him who tasted
denth for every mun of trifling with a world's
#lvation, Jesus spoke most plainly when he
told men how ho would save them, Whence
then this eontroversy ahout the meaning of the
commission? @ Ay enemy hath done this, ™
Satun leaves no scheme untried to keep men
(from Clivist, 1t they are kept in darkness and
lclnnbt wbout the requirements of the gospel he
'Will greatly “necomplish his maliclous dosigns,
doubt not that many well disposed men think
they wro doing n noble work while lnhoring to
gather mists around the Lord's commission, little
droaming that the gront ndversary is bohind tl e
sercen,  Such men exhibit nothing forour belief.
Lhey prove nothing but stir u P uncertainty and
doubt,  They ereate distrast of Christ's prowise
An the/mind,  They ure the beroes of negation,
the sturdy chinmpions of preploxity and douht,
WWvery sorry to find Mr, Duvie giving aid
OF eneourgement to such men or thelr work.
While o many are contemptuously opposing be.
Hever's immorsion and pleading fur fnfint sprink-
ling, it is pitinble to ses Baptist wministors up-
holding  their hands and Joining to dendunce
this positive institution of the Son of God as a
trifling non-essential, alleging that the one who
breaks this command is as sure of heaven as he
I who obeys it

When | answered My, Duvis! questions 1 dis- | the Son of' Gl

tinotly deelarod that I ngreed with hiwm that the
blood of Christ Atoxs had virtue to take awa

It in my sincore prayer that 1 iy not attewpt Sevipture.  Will My, Divis tell us wl

THE CONTROVERSY ON BAPTISM, &o,

generally convedéd whother we ean nocount tor
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that haptism should be oboyed, becaise Jesus has
commurded it, aud that the wan whose hoeurt
and lite wero ehianged by the Spirit of Ged, put
on Christ in this institution wod eould oluim the
Saviour's prowmise in the commission, 1 whGived
that My, Davis would admit none to ehivistian
priviteges til baptised, and that he held it to be
n burial with Chivist and o resurréetion to a new
life, 1 showed that dead and not living porsone
nre buried and that the grave stood hetween fio
stutes, &0, &el 1wk ndsa shown that the Lo
when he institated haptism, located i defore wnd
not q/ter slvati m, and that the Apostles nlwayn
plaeed it hefore und notatter, | did this hoping
that we might hetter understand ench other, and
tlmngh we anight still dithe on matters  of
opinton the poxitive statements of the Bible
would  he sulliviently authorittive to hind us
both ax those who were willitig to * Let Gud
fpenk anc let the whole envth heny, ™ But this
hope waw cat off when | opened X Davie® letter
and found him ot the outset denouneing my
‘Cold baptismal tallweles  And what, kin
render, are these * baptisinl fallweies 2** Neitiaor
more nor less than declaring what began to i
spoken by the Lovd and w as COnfirrcd (o wx by
them that heard - them, God o'so bewring them
wetness both in signe and wondiors e, ge.

Mr Davix does not deny that 1 pPism stands
betore slvation in the oo nission, and in the
cnrer of conversion wearded fn o the Aets of
Aportles,”  He does 1oty he cannot, point to
one case of fdvation in the New Testament
without haptisin, sinee it was instituted,  How
then d ee | o et the cnse ? By saying n num-
ber b haid things about me,  Fist, 1 am like
My Hudgron, who said eertain things ahout
haptism: © Having never heard that gentlomn,
nor seen the sermon  wm which Mr. Davis
quotes, | ennnat sy how far | oagree with him,
I, Lowever, he helieves that no one i N proper
suhjeet tor baptism il he believes with ~ill %lin
heart on the Son of God and turns to his sorvice,
[ cannot see anything radioglly wrong in what
he quotes from his sormon, M he belioves that
one ix it suhject R baptism, who nelther
believes nor repents, then there is the distance

ministey upwaids 83 years, 1 am ot thed ol of the poles between s,
the service, but desire to continue in it so long

[le next demurs nt comparing baptisa to the
marringe cere and asksy i owoman i not in
Clvist Wl he is bifptised duto him, 1 will also
aek him how o wan can be in Cheist before his

mind to enable me to bear humhle part i the 'N\'l'imll and still be hﬂxlﬁlt‘(' twto i ¥ When

\ 3 3 w
L xpoke of baptism holding the e pliee ax the

: : : murringe ceromony, | moant it s an ilustras
interests of my fellow men,  Boyond this point . 4

Hon and not wobosition to- he proved lb)‘
mt he con.
siders the ceremony in the marriage botween
CChivist and his heide, Mle
He speaks of the need of watoh fulness ngninst
my error and recommends going to the law and
to the testimony, -1 alsd would Urge men to
receive nothing from me but what 1 rend to
them and they oan rend for themselves in the
Bible. The Searcher of hearts knows that all 1
want of men is to believe the tostimony of Guod
ne they find it in his word, and obey him and be
Chappy forever,
Again, Lam uncharitable to good men who
have not heen baptised,  Mr, Duavis acknow-
ledges baptism to be n positive command of
Christ, but T am uncharitable for condemning
d men who have hroken that command. Have
Fmid anything about these men? O no. But
he can hunt them up to prove me false,  His
logie, it 1 umlvlnmm‘ him, s this, It is filse
Hin M, Crawtord o sy ** He that believeth and

determined the effurts made to induce men to | is baptined shall be saved, fip good men who

hroke this command are saved ** without it."

: : A | Why bring up these dend wmen ? Have | said
Agnin, on the'word baptize, W ho ean angine Y . :

nuything ngninst them ?  Not ot all.  Can las
opinion or mine about them eficet thew in uny

the volumes that have been written to gather | Way ? Cortainly not, 1t s the g we woel

t Influenos and not the dead,  1s it our duty to
persande the living that they wre as sure of
svation and hewven in brenking this comman )
of Jesus na in keeping it? Those who do so
Will verily have their roward—=hut it will be the
tattery of the disohedient.  Can it disprove
the tra h of God that it condenmne so many ¢
Did it in Noal's duy ? Did it in the case of
Sodom ? or in the Saviour's day when he was
sheeringly asked * Ave there fow that be smyed?
Why do 80 many otherwise giod men persist in
bre king this plain commnnd of Chise ? One
reason i, they nro persunded that thoy wre s
safe in breaking ns in keeping it,

As it rexpects those good men who have nevep
obeyed Clivist in baptism, i God in werey fop.
give thow, on the ground ol ignornes, prejudice,
or from whatever cause he coctuinly can do s,
and who s he ** that replieth agninst God
No one would rejoice more than 1 in this gracious
exercise ol divine prevogative,  But s it for s
o use this supposed goodness of God s 0
wonpon ngainst lhin cloarly revenled will? or o
disparagement of his positive commands ¥ Mosey
was n good man, hut tor sinning in one thing
Wik not permitted to enter the land of Canaan,
but we wre not bound either to think lightly of
his sin-or-doom-him-to-otornad pesdition,

e ohargos mo with an unsiecessful attempt
to make him inconsistent, My attempt wan 1o
make him consistent, but ho refuses nnil persista
in boing inconsistent,  He afirms that the un.

haptizod are saved, nre ehildren of God, mee fit i

heaven, and wre to wll intont and PUrposes

ohristinng, wnd still he will not allow the unbap-

tiged to st wt the Lond's tablo, nor enjoy the

wivileges of the saved, or those who nre fitted for

’u\uwu. or Who ure oheistions, 1his is cLEAR ine

consistency,

Mr. Duvis at length ventures to bring against
me his grand charge, via 1 inuist upon thoe
terme of the Commiskion, and upon somo 0X«
wressions in the book of Aots. Here no douht
los the strongth ol his (my) ense, Well, 1 do
insist upon the terms of the lost commission of
in whioh he sent salvation to

all mankind till the end of time, These torma

[ weo confirmed and honored hy the Holy Spirit,
virtue, Istatod | in the ease of every one who was pardoned under

e
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that commincdon,  The hook of Aets reoords
thowe camos and henee ite value | have also nll
the allusions to baptism in the Apostle's lotters
tcontirm the eommiseion und the buok of Aots,
After ndmitting that | rest on the terms ol the
commission and on the book of Actsy he “makes
the foHowing attempt to reason haptism out ol

Lle that believeth and is ba itheed shnll be saved!
but we do not rend * He that helioveth not and
18 not baptized whnll bo damned.”  From thix he
WERUER Lt dwmnation turns on want ol belief
wid not on want of baptism, Cortwinly it turns
on unbelief,  Without fith it s impossibile to
please Gud in baptism or anything else, The
rensen men do not oboy Jesuw in this plnin com.
mnnd v hecnuse they do not helieve him., When
he saysdle that « (lioveth nnd s buptined shall
bo suved, they cliooke to helieve shen who tell
them they ot and must be mived without it,
U beliet 1 suflicient to damn a man, I Jesus
wt maid He that believeth not nnd s not ha p-
Ve shndl he damned, it would show that unhelief
[ would not damn w wman without he was lm'utluml.
Fhat i & man wore baptived, though an unbes
Hover, he would not be damned os |t required
hoth wnbelier und wnbaptism to dimn him, But
wnhelicl’ nlone i mullicient and henee he does not
mention unbaptism.  Had e dosigned to ofler
m\l\ntiwn on the t‘ululhhm ol Mhul nlone he
would not have mentioned haptism,  One not
ity condemn woman though ity require
severnl nets (o suve him,

I wm told that | shall gain o glven point hy
taking fwo stops, but it 1 do not ke the flewt
whdl bowe 6, Wil that prove that the second
SMCP I8 not necossary to- giin the point? A
king hos subjjects whio -rise in v bellion, o
finde an  honorable remedy by which he can
pardon those who turn from thelr v bellion, He
sends the news in o proclumntion to thewm and
declivres that he who {wliv\vu and tnkes the oath
of alleginnee shall e pardoned, but he that
hehieves not shall he punished, Is he n wise nnd
fithful man who would persunde the rebols that
i Hw‘\ heliove lh!“\‘ shnll he perdoned without
taking the onth of “alleginnee, - for nlthough the
king eid say, Ho that belloveth and takoth the
onth shall be saved, ho did ot sy he that he.
lieves not und does not take tho outh shall he
punished,  Would a sensible man trust to such
n teacher? No.o It s pardon the rebel needs,
and when ho vends on what terms the king haws
prowmised pardon, he finds the onth of alleginnes
in these terins, My, Davis quotes the words of
John the Iiul»tht‘ e tlmt,
hath everlusting life, &o.'*  John here reforred

God and had all the fulness of God, He that
helieves the Son sets to his seal that Giod s true,
Now the Son in hix final messnge o mankind
told how he would save them, Can the man
who belieyes part of this messnge and rojects the
part that does not suit himy be sald to helieve on
the Son ? I this setting to his seal that God' is
true ?

My, Davis next labors to show that the remine

sins, Acts xxii,, was not assochntod with lmpﬂum.
but with the vame of Jesux Christ and onlling
on the nume of the Lord,  But Lis fullure here
i a8 complete ax heretofore, Wo know vory
well that the power that saved these POFRONN WaN
in the wnme of the Lord and not in the wators of
baptism,  But how did they come to the name
of the Lord?  Suppose at” Pontocost they had
refused o be baptiged in the vame of Jorun
would theie sine be remitted? W hen \haninws
said to Saul, Arise and be baptized and wash
nwuy thy sine oalling on the nume of' the Lond,
iF Suul had refused to be baptized, and began to
onll on the name of the Lovd, could he wash
nwny his sins ? He had been praying . most
earnestly for three days alrendy, 1 ut did he wash
nwiy his sins, S0 the remissdon of sins and the
wishiing away of sine were associnted with hoth
haptism and enlling on the name of the Lond,
The wat re of baptism pro the sine ns any other
place, except it bo that Josux has recom od his
nume there, e has most graciously nllowed his
wme to he used nt the baptism ol overy truly
|wnih‘l\l heliover,

But the flnale of My, Davie' lotter ix not te
least remarkable part, 16 1 understurd him he
concludes as follows : That the law of pardon
contained in Josun' Commission, aind confirmed
hy the Holy Spirvit, was all trae an right in the
Apostles’ day, and will be true and right ngain
hy and hy, but awing to the vast number of
'-‘nmn Pacdobaptists who now live and hayve lived
that law ix not true nor right now, nor has it
boen for n long time pust,  Now, il this cone
clusion is trae, will he tell us how long the law
ol purdon vontinued to be truo aftor the Apostlos’
death?  And who introduced nnother law of
pardon. when Josus®' lnw consed to be pight?
,l'nn he be cortain that the thne lus not VOMo
Cwhen Jesus' lnw will ngain be right? 4 under.
stand. the gospel to be an true now ns it was in
the .\pnnl{;‘u' Quy,-and-the-lew of pardon to be
ARt now ok ot the beghnnbmg. 1 hold that
the commission s to bo in furee till the end of
time, IFT sought to pronch another gospel |
could not tell where to find it or how to preach
it

My, Davie scems 80 troubled nbout plous
l‘uululmpli-tn that he must have n lnw of pardon
with no baptisim In it, He oxXpressed  sorrow
when | sald 1 hid nothing newer on the s hjoot
th n what I tind in the Now Tostament, 1 he
WILl bo advised T would suggest that he ol fnt,
the gospel and law of pardon that Josus gnve,
and do all-in his power to persundo the living to
beliéve and love and ohey the Saviour, and i he
suceeed it will he well the him and thom, et
his mind he at rest s touching the plous dend
who were unbaptived, If it is Josus' will that
they are saved what I that to him, let him
follow Christ,

Fraternully yours,
D, Crawronn,
New Glasgow, P, B, 1., Aug. 20¢h, 1809,

thowo tOFiN, - Weo do read in the Comiisslon ™

whioveth on the Son

his diseiples to Jesus, who spoke the worde of

son of kins, Acts iy, and the warhing away of
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