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PERSONAL PURITY. 

Tho necossty of personal purity to high 
attainment in the divine life # one of the 
marked requirements of the religion of 
Christ. And it is no mere outwar purity, 
no whitening of the wepulehro, leaving 
‘“doad men's bones” within, that is thus 
demanded. It,is such a cleansing of the 
hoart that, from a foul spring of evil 
thoughts and desires, it shall bo transform. 
od into a fountain yielding the pure, sweet 
waters of holiness, 

This idea of personal pari runs, like a 
golden thread, through the a tepohing 
of the Bible. It finds the most fatense 
expression iu that marvellous summary of 
Christian duty, the Sormon on the Mount, 
and in all the discourses of our Saviour is 
sot forth as th, high mark which his fol. 
pe should seok after as for a priceless 
owel, 
The propriety of the requirement of the 

ospel is too evident to need argument. 
vory man koows, from his experience, 

how quickly, when once admitted into the 
heart, ovil thoughts multiply and wax strong, 
inoreasing ‘*unto more ungodliness, and how 
ousily, unloss spoodily checked, they gos 
full possession of the soul. tlenoe ho 
necessity of hoart-purity is readily allowed. 
It in only when the strict rule of Oh:ist is 
to be applied, ws aliving principle, to the 
overnmont of the heart, and its exponent, 

the tongue, that we find a practical reluo- 
tanoe to accept the full force and moewnt 
of ft. Alas! how raro a jewel is the abso. 
lute purity in thought, words and action 
whioh the Bible enjoins, and which shone 
forth with such lustr in the character of 
our Divine Tovg Ho among the professed 
followers of the Holy One! 

Paul expressed to Timothy, in one of 
those short, sharp sentences into which he 
sometimes condensed a volume, the duty of 

to this 

ho writes. The admonition ses forth, in 
threo words, the mark upon which overy 
Ooristian should fix his eyes, and, in full re- 
lance upon the Divine Arm, should seck 
fu all sincerity of heart to attain, It in. 
volves the resolute shutting of the heart 

alnst the first ap en of impurity, 
o olosing of the lips from speaking guile, 

the guiding of the eye. from looking upon 
ovil with desire, 
One of becom arainn 4 repro. 

sented as perpetually uneasy lest some 
thin aight bo said * done that should 
“bring a blush to tho cheek of the young 
person.” his daughter, The idea is hum- 
orously expressed, but the sentence om. 
bodies a thought worthy to be embalmed in 
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ultimate weaknoss of every other system. 

sooner or lator give way 
Eighteen months ago I was at Madura. 

I had often passed a beautiful building 

was a story oouneoted with it, About 
oight hundred years ago there emanated 
from its threshold a power that changed 
the oreed of southern India, Tt- was the 
rise of South India Pantholsm. From that 
college had gone forth, year by } bua, soho. 
lwrs able and powerful, who had penatrated 
as far North as tho Ganges, and, changed 
tho thoughts of about 80,000,000 of peo- 
lo, You would not wonder at me look. 
ng at that tomple with reverence.” Eigh- 
teon months ago finding the door open I 
walked in, On the walls were protraits of 
the predecessors of the present head of 
the college. I spoke tothe Brahmin, and 
pointing to a little representation on a 
ilar, of a lady with a orown upon her 
oad and a sooptre in her hand, I asked 
who it was. [oe replied that it was Queen 
Viotoria, the Empress of Hindustan I 
turned to another figure in a well known 
posture, with the arms folded, and in a 
cocked hat. Tho Brahmin said he could 
not remember who it was, and called a lit. 
tle boy, who said it was Julius Owsar, and 
then remembered that it was Napoleon 
Bonaparte, Another statue was pointed 
out a representation of Alexander the 
Groat. 1 

I asked how it was these figures wore 
thore, and the Brahmin said; 
“You seo times are changed, and un. 

less I had those little things, people would 
not come into the building." 

I sald, * Have you got no disoiples ” 
* No, sir.” ; 
‘ In there," I asked, ** anybody but you 

in this vast building »" 
“You" he ‘there is my cook." 

80 It has come to that—the building which 
had dictated a oreed to 80,000,000 of peo- 
ple was loft in the possession of a fow bits 

plaster of ® prioat, and the cook |W ~ : 43, nranavad LY hg 4 ba A Easy ond jo BR, all Jung Washed pa dpe” of pier and, aopais: 

THE UNUOLY DESIRE OF DRESS. 

You wish to dress your wife better than 
your oiroumstances will allow, Sho want, 
to have you, She is a woman of spirits 
as it is said, and she does not mean to be a 
drudge. * Why should our neighbors, 
she says to her Rashond, “ dross any botter 
than wo? They are made of the same 
flosh and blood that we are, Bee how they 
como out I don't think that a wan of 
muoh spirit would let his wife and children 
o to ohuroh dressed as you let us 

Fook at these children. You would think 
that they had just como out of some slop- 
house. If I had married as | might have 

the heart of every disviple of Jesus-—that O04 married, we should have had different times, 
act should be done, uo word pass the lips, 
that could offend the purest nature; or, to 
give it a higher turn, that ono would not 
wish to say or do in the visible presence of 
the Master Na. Christian oy re 
times forget, in their eagerness to tell, or 
to Boat b good story." whioh has its 
polnt in some impure suggestion, that the 
talo is told into another ear than that which 
listens in visible form, and that the lovin 
heart of Jesus is grieved at the thoughtless 
words of his disoiple. 

v Koop thyself pure.” Let the admoni. 
tion become the rule of life throughout the 
ohuroh- of Christ, and how vastly higher 
would be the tone of Christian experience, 
and, In consequence, how much greater 
tho success of the gospel! For in the per. 
sonal character of its members consists the 
power of the ohuroh to overcome the pow- 
ors of darkness. Let Christians remember 
this when tempted to mar, impure 
words or deeds, the * temple of God,” lest 
by thelr evil-doing they retard the work of 
grace, and bring Sait upon tho profession 
whereunto they have been ,ocalled.— Ela, 
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FATE OF A DRAHMMIN COLLEGE. 

Buch facts as are contained in the follow. 
{ng extract most emphatically illustrate the 
power of tho religion of Christ, and the 

==] and my ohildren!" 
How many men are stung to the quiok 

by such remarks of their wives! Often. 
fms thelr moral sense revolts at first, and 
they feel indignation but * continual drop. 

ping wears a atone,” and by and by the 

man is dressed a little better than be oan 

afford, and his wife and children are “dees. 

not say that they are tempted to steal ; but 

Ido oF that thoy grind, They mean some: 
how to get it out of ‘the milliner, out of the 
dressmaker, out of the merchant, They 
{ntond to make one hand wash the 

other somehow, aud they go into petty 
meannossos to bring it about. And this 

"dosiro to dress better than they oan wfford 

is taking out the very stamina of their re. 

ligious life. Unimportant aa it seems, 0s- 

tontatious vanity in dress has ruined many 

a family, snd damned many'a soul lw Henry 

. Ward Beecher. 
ad 

| wHE WONDERS OF PRAYER. 

Abraham's servant prays——Rebekah ap- 

pears. Jacob wrestles and pease and 

pe with Christ.—~Esau's mind is won. 

orfully turned from the revengeful PRR 

ho had harbored fur twenty years. 

Bofore our Gospel every other gospel must | prays — Achan is discovered. 

with finely polished granite pillars, There 

sod better than he oan afford, and somos 

8 | body must pay for the extravagance. I do 

prays——Amalek is discomfitted. Joshua 

p==Samuel is b David woe pr nel is born. David prays— 
Ahithophal hangs himself. Asa R in Lat 
viotory is gained. Jehoshaphat ories to 
God=—God turns away his foes. lsaiah 
and Hesekiah pray — 185,000 Assyrians 
are dead in twelve hours, Daniel prays— 
the lions are mussled—Daniel prays—sev- 
euty weeks are revoaled. Mordecai and 
Esther fast——Haman is hanged on his own 
allows in three days. Kara prays at 
hava—God answers, Nehomiah darts a 

prayer—the king's heart is softened in a. 
minute. Hlijah prays—rain descends apace. 
Klisha prays—a ohild's soul comes back ; 
for prayer reaches eternity. The Church 
prays ardently—-Potor is delivered by an 
angel.—Rew. J. Ryland. 
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FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE'S 
LETTER 

ADDRESSED TO AN AMERICAN, 

Loxvox, Sep. 13. 
To Lxmuny Moss : 

Dear Sir—I could uot do what you 
asked me to do in your kind letter ¢f July 
13, viz 1==Give you information about my 
own life ; though. if I could it would be to 
show how a woman of very No ability has 
been led by SR4=-by strange ard accustom. 
od patha==to do in His service what He did 
fn hors. Aud if I could tell you all, you 
would see how God has done all, and I 
nothing, I have worked hard—very hard 
~=that ia all, and I have never refused God 
any thing; though being naturally a very 
shy person, most of my life hus been dis. 
tasteful to me. I havo no peouliar gifts, 
Aud Ioan honestly assufe any young lady, 
if she will but try to walk, she will soon 
be able to run the * appointed course.” 
But then she must first learn to walk, and 
#90, when she runs, she must run with 
patience, (Most people don't even try to 

doos for.his work. Don't you think you can 
undertake it otherwise? No one should at- 
fompt to teach the Greek language, until 
he is master of the language, and this he 
oan only become by hard study. And, 

2d, If you are called to man's work do 
not oxaot a woman's privileges of inaccu- 
racy, of weakness. Submit yourself to the 
rules of business as men do, by Which alone 
ou oan make God's business succeed ; 
or He has nover said that He will give 
His blessing to inofficency, to sketching, 

go. | and unfinished work. 
8d. It has happened to me more than 

once to be told by woman,” (your couuntr 
women,) ‘‘Yes, but you had person 
freedom,” Nothing can be further from 
the truth, I question whether God has 
aver brought any one through more diffi. 
oultios and contradictions than I had, 
But I imagine those exist less in your coun. 
try than among us, so I will say no 
more. 

4th. But to all women I would say, look 
upon your work, whetherit be an acoustom. 
ol or unacoustomed work, as upon a trust 
confided to you, ‘This will keep you alike 
from discouragement and from presumption, 
from idleness, and from overtaxing yoursel- 
ves. Whore God leads the way, He 
has bound Himself to help you to go the 
uk | 

have boon nine years confined a prison. 
or to my room from illness, and overwhelm. 
od with business. (Had I more faith— 
more of the faith whioh I profess—I should 
not say ** overwhelmed," for it is all busi. 
ness sont me by God And I am really 
thankful to Him, hough my sorrows have 
been deop and many, that He still makes 
me do His business.) This wust be my 
exouse for not having answered your ques. 

HR vg ith th | of my own othing, w © Approva 
Jud oir has boon made public, or I would 
send it. I have a strong objection to 
sending my own likeness for the same rea. 
son some of the most valuable works the 
world bas ever seen we know not who is the 

sday, December 22, 1869. WHOLR SERIES 
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author of; we only know that God is the 
author of all. I donot urge this example 
upon others, but 1t is a deep-seated religi- 
ous soruple in myself. I do not wish my 
name to remain, nor my likeness. That 
God alone should bo remembered, I wish, 
If I could really give the lessons of my life 
to my country-women and yours, (indeed 
I fuin look upon us as all one nation)—=the 
lessons of my mistakes as well as of the 
rest—I would; but for this there is no 
time. I would only say, work—work in 
silence for years—it will not be time wasted. 
ope in all your life it will be the time 
you will afterward find to have been best 
spent; and it is very certain that, without 
it, you will be no worker, You will not 
roduce one ** perfoot work,” but only a 
otoh, in the service of God, 
Pray, believe me, my dear sir, with great 

truth, evor your faithful servant, 
Frorexos NIGHTINGALE. 

P. 8,—Have you read Baker's Sources 
of the Nile, where he says he was more 
like a donkey than an explorer? That is 
much my case, and, I believe, is that of all 
who have to do any unusual work. And I 
would especially guard young ladies from 
i, themselves like lady supervisors, 
with their obsequious following of disciples, 
if they are to undertake any great work 
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THE COMING CHRISTIAN. 

Our Coming Christian hero will not give 
three-fourths of his spare time, and of his 
money, to” moral self-insurance societies, 
and only one-fourth of these to the Church 
of Christ. He will give all his time and all 
his money to the Church,and perform all his 
acts of mercy in the name of Christ, and 
not in the name of mere human organiza- 
tions. He will proceed on the principle 
that within the wide scope of the Church 
there is room enough to prosecute every 
good work, and space enough in which to 
oarry on every noble enterprise. 
The Coming Christian will be greatly re. 

thank God in a few words for the blessing 
he enjoys in the present, and not ask for 
those things he already possesses. He will 
avoid running in a rut, and instead of al- 
ways passing in at the same point, and em- 
erging from the same point, he will vary 
his petitions according to the varying cir- 
oumstanoes of life, and modify his language 
in harmony with the thoughts and feel 
ings he expresses. His Riper will not be 
a moe humdrum, nor a lengthy drawlin 
harangue, nor a lasy invocation. Nor wi 
he reason with God in his prayer, and in. 
struct the Lord in reference to what should 
be done. He will pray like a poor, hum- 
ble, dependent man, and in very simple 
speech, and not rush in where augels fear 
to tread, as if about to storm the citadel of 
heaven. 
As cleanliness is a cardinal virtue, as 

well as godliness, the Coming Christian 

will be a clean man, in respect to bodily 
purification, He will not nauseate his 
assoolates by filthy habits. He will offer 
up his body, not omly a living, but a 
sweet-smelling sacrifige, He will not 

or offer the sacrifice of a broken heart 
and a contrite spirit, but he will come 
before tho Lord with pure breath, snd 
a oleanly-washed body. He will use soap. 
Soap will become an essential ingredi- 
ont of domestio felisity, He will not 
spit his foul expectorations on the carpet, 
aud press the matter down with his foot, He 
will not patronize his nasal appendage too 
largely in company, nor blow a bluster 
with that trumpet, to the infinite disgust 

of decent people. He will go into a large 
fleld, and remain heey bio the great we gt 
haughing and spits 8 consummated. 
He ill Bok afl haskotablef of the skirt 
of his coat, nor of the bottom ol his pan- 
taloons. When he goes on a visit to see 
his friends, it will not be necessary for the 
lady of the house to gv hima with: a 
spittoon, nor to succeed him with & mep. 

o will avoid to the nih rey of being » 
{dandy or asloven. He will not carry with 
him & cosmetic and perfumery as a deod. 


