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For the Christian Messenger, 

THOUGHTS ON THE DAY OF HUMIL. IATION AND PRAYER, SUGGESTED 
TO ONE WHO OBSERVED IT. 

The great mission of the Church of Christ, is 
the conversion’ of the world, 

1. The nature of the church suggests this, 
She is made up of the professedly regenerate, 
who are styled in Soriptare ** tho salt of the earth’, and especially, ++ the light of the world," 
while the kingdom of heaven is compared to a 
o net and to heaven, Hor members ure hound 
together by a solemn covenant to be the Lord 's, 
and to devote all that they have and are to His service. Thuir object is the glory of God and 
the promotion of His cause, together with their 
own spiritual advancement, And they are re quired to live holy lives, and in all things do the will of their Father in lleavon. Just in propor. tion us they do so, will they, even without 
directly intending it, be instrumental in saving souls ; and in just so far ag they aro successful in this, will they effect their high ohject, 

2. Their commission proves it, « Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every ercature ;" “and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world,” Thus it was when the disciples were culled and sent out :mss I will make you fishers of men 3" + He brought him to 
Josus ;" As ye ; 0, preach ; ** And they . went out and preached that men should repent,’ And thus especinlly was it after the outpouring 
of the Spirit. See Acts viil. 1, 4. Indeed, to such an extent wus the early church cogaged in this | Work, and such success was granted her, that in a very short time after the establishment ol Christianity, the then known world had heard the Gospel, and u large portion embraced it, 

J. This, in her best state, the church has alwuys regarded ws her chief work, It has been strikingly characteristic of every great and gen- uine revival from Pentocost downwards. Where. ver the church is founded coming nearest. to the requirements of the Bible in other respects, there does she labor most varnestly and successfully for the salvation of men. Tt is also one of the earliest und strongest promptiogs and mani fes - 
tations of ** first love," and of a restofition to the Joy of salvation, 
But the church has not fully realised Ler res- pousibility in this matter, 
I. Her pust history proves this, How little Comparatively has she yet accomplished. This can best be seen by reflecting upon the 

length of time she has heen employed, and the vast amount of work which yet remains to be dove; especially in contrast with the SUC LNY often granted. ‘Iliis may also be applied to particular denominations, churches, and in- 
dividuul Christians, 

2. Hor present pocition eonfirmeit, A glanco 
at the grout body of professed Christians is suffis cient to establish this. Notwithstanding all the earnestness, aotivity and success existing, in what are the great mass of so-called Christians eognged, und by what spirit ure they actuated ? How many are asleep, how many had better be, 
How little is being done, and how poorly, com. pared with what might be, How small a mons 
sure of the spirit of Christ js manifest, how slight the difference between the church and 
world, 

Itis well and needful to inquire into the feason of such apathy, in order to its removal, 
There ure doubtless any causes, but [ shall confine myself to two which I think lie near the root uf the matter, 
I And the first is the want of a realization that this is the church's great work, The im- Pression has gone abroad and affects even those Who admit yup position, that she has been ostal + lished for some Joss important’ purpose. With any she is to a great extent a worldly organi- “tion means to cmpioy in :sheir secomplish ment. Such ideas must be abandoned, und the churel unitedly nud indiyidually ome to fuel that sig ix called of God to save the world, and that ull she dues must wim at this, and everys thing be wade ty hend to it, 

2. I'he other is, want of a deep and abiding Sense of porsorinl responsibility in this watter, We muy hoartily admit all that bas been said, but we require to foul intensely that we are Divinely Commissioned to + win souls," “ null. ing them Vit of the fire ;" thant whatever talonts We may Possess are to he employed, constantly, Yruestly ang Onkirely in this blessed work ; and that whether we eat or drink or whatever We do, this should be our continual wim, If we Ye talents to predoh the Gospel, let us preach it Al only to exhort, or speak 0 individuals Privately, Jot ye do that, Sowe have a special 
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gift in prayer, are 80 stunted that they an do 
wore designed of God to be their peculiar vo. oation ; others seem to have been endowed with the faculty of + making money,”. and wh should they not lay their + gift" on the altar ? Allis needed in this great work, and all is de, manded, See Ephs, iv, 11,12. Rom, xii, 4, 8, and 1 Cor, 12, 

we would occupy our true position and do our allotted work, we must confidently expect re- sults. The promise fs not to those who honestly 

righteousness,’ 

fruits have resulted, 
souls of men, united 

truth-~the truth as it is in Jesus, 

piety so prevalent, Rely 

fess Or apen sin, May the Spirit lead to ourefu 

God will be well pleased ;— 
“Then shall our prayers to Thee ugcond A wruteful sacrifice { Our mourning voice Thou wil't attend, And grunt us full supplies.” 

Dec 2ud, 1800, 
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FREE SEATS AND SYSTEMATIC 
HENIFICENCE, 

Ra 

“No. IIL 
 ———— 

‘“ An improved system for raising henevolon funde—a desideratum.”  Cirewlar 
Western N. 8. Association, 

place call on the namo of the 
ed by the apostle Puul to lay aside their charita ble contributions,” A, A, 
Baptist: Quarterly, — 
“The weekly offerin 

reasons then the monthly systom, 
advantage of being 

and other plan.” Exchange paper, — 
“Mary who would not, jt may be hoped think ol felling BX church edifice ‘an wketing the proc 

un 1 hoy nagurded els yanmar fo 1 un outirg ye uwn WAT Me d fox, thei own advantage. The buildi 
¢» their proprietors in el n sense that a not u member of the So:iety 

of opening the doors to invite 

as can be induced to come 
mitted, hurldy welcomed, We are confident tha 

on music and other outward appl 

the * unchurched masses,” ’ 
* There—at the Tremont Temple 

money and without price.’ ' Baptist Quarterly 

presented in the followin , Is bein 

es in Boston are endeavoring to doawa 
with 

well, A 
year obtained §1,400 from ren 

of those who oceup 
new church, which is free in all ite 

could hy renting the pews. In Live 

chureh * open to all, having the offertory at each 

is not distant when the unsoriptusal 
rece ving pew rents will be done away with forever, and the offertory, for which we have Apos- tolie sanction, bo everywhero substituted.’ 
He thinks that «until this is done, we must look in vain for full churches, 
“+The Episcopalian, makes the following ob- Joctions br Pow yoy syste,” 
1, We find no warrant for itin the Word of God, 2. It mukes lm fopey distinetions in the House of God, 8, It distributes the burdens of Church support very unequally, 4, It exerts a very injurious influence upon” the pulpit; 5, It oarrios {10 the Church the iden of barter and sue. 6.T¢ encourages the building of expon. sive Churches by speculators, 7° 1t is fist 

little el e, and it would soem as though this! 8. 

Nor are we merely to engage in service, If the expenses o 

try, but to those who, being wise, turn many to ment of ronts or taxes, 
And wherever the true spirit | their little part, which the has sotunted men what wonderful and blessed [owned and taxed 
— iis dor = bo. contributing according to willingness to do personal duty, have given oreased Germany and Sweden to the Baptists, and ave churohes are not troubled with empty pews; 

now winning the Tolugus and others to Christ | buty os. a genera] fal oh to fill’ wongres 
and His Church, Deeply felt and thoroughly Hutlona, {Lat noted upon the world would soon be won to the 

And now, what has the want of this apirig | subsorip effected ? * 1 think we need look no farther to 
on LI 

aroun for the divisions and discard with which | fy oied Of Progress thus wo have ohwerved the church has boon so often distracted ; as well | wise, cavefu], wid influential body; as for the want of uotivity, earnestness and vital [al Association of the Congregational Churches of Mussnvhusetts ; + Resolved,” That we recom. work constantly before us a, mend that our churches take into - considera. or disposition for bickering, worldiness supine- | ownership 48 not not one of 
and earnest self-examination, and deep repon. | Churches ; an tance, constraining us, to bring no more vain oblations * but the offering with which our necessities of the times,’ 

Letter of M 

Arnold, D, D, in|", We bave stai 

is better for many 
It has the 

more soriptural, and, | yen and youth see to it, that they lay, in the 
Song ily worked, will raise more money than er 

ack in other Wye ship for dont and 
q 

ng in held to belong 
person 

might naturally hesitate to enter it at hours of worship, instead 
within ita wally those who need to hear the gospel, us many my ‘ first quotation would seem to apply as the stranger is ad- | much to the building in which they met, as to 

this matter, together with the expense lavished 
HWNoes or a )endages of divine service, huve no slight Sag favor of the idea that different terms should be - on the question now so much discussed, of | used to designate things so dissimilar, 

y the gospel has been preached to great con regations, fur the poor and the stranger are we comed’ without YT TIRE BY mains x 
An exchange paper says: * The question 

exten. sively and earnestly agitated, and js is most deserving of consideration : ~The churoh 

pew rents and reserved seats, and fing that the experiment, as far as it has Bo, pays 
shurch ln poke fy net sider the theory there attempted to be maintained receives » 8.000 b voluntary oonteihutions | 08 gross Infidelity, and utterly at variance with "th \ y i now free seats ; and ag | the teachings of Divine Revelation, 

Ha clergy. man announces his intention of vowing Tie Wiearnest enquirer after truth,” 
service,’ and expresses his hope * that the time hiv subject, and 1s f practice of 

- 

separating the rivh from the poor in oburches, "Te haa tailed to support the Ohureh." 
The Christian Banner ways: + The eavse of sats Is marching on. * Rey, Edward Ab- bott, in writing for the Congrogationalist, gives J 0 the followin testimony of the “pastors of five churohes, w ich, under different wodificutions, have tried the plan t==¢1, It satisfies our oon sciences. We believe that it fs the right me- thod of holding ou churches, and “meetin public worship, 2. Woe find that it stimulates an increased liberality on the part of the wealthier members of our congregu- tions, who will give more in such 0 very for tho support of the Comet than they will in the pay- 

d. It opens a way for he poorer portion of the congregation to do 
system of rented or 

Wi elfoiently prevents, Every one is thus afforded an opportunity of 
ity, which is the. 

4. It secures in. 
pastors of those 

only true measure of duty, 
attendance. The 

m he people will attend five chu oles ow they will out others, 6. It dee nwuy with moneyed distinctions in the house of God, They have no Cy there. The nmoine of a man’s the mn is not known, nur does It determine the location of his sul.’ But the most strikin 
late is the ullowing resolution, 

tion the question, whether the system of pow. 
the great cause of the rtion of the population from the whether the free church s. pported by contributions freely wade, is notthe system de- manded hy the spirit of Christ, as, well as by the 

|| alienation of 

The following are from the Christian at Work: | The Pastor's Salary in the Preah terian churoh, Ottawa, lows, is raised by the ill offerings of the congregation, for which a collection is taken up immediately before the eleven o'clock service.  ‘L'he incidental expences are met by a collection, taken up immediately before the — service, The pows ure ail Sree, he Congregational churoh isulso sustained on the Free pry | 
* Bishop George onoe observed, ax he wurveyed a splendid church edifice fn Baltimore ; «The od have the Gospel preached to them—but not ere.’ Is not this true of pewed churches gene- t hy 08 well ns costly ones ? So It seems to me, inltlng a d ing man, a few yours since, I asked m what church he had attended: He replied, ““ On the first day of the week the members of | | I have not been to meting ut all since I came the churches of Galatia aud of the church in Corinth, and, by implication, all that in every 

Lord, were opder- 

here from Canada, three years ago, Perhaps 1 have done wrong, L went'to the church of mw choice ; bat the slips rented at so high a price saw | could not get one and Support my family, Lat home.’ “Ak'he said this he cried aloud, In our cities and towns there are thousands following this man’s example, What shall’ be done 1 
“ Let all concerned in the education of child- 

foundation of the good eharacter the ing to build up, the 
beneficence, 
tho future recognise their obligations of steward- 

80 wise the Anite 
) 

mamm Ro Ittee to them ae to ippse them- ¢ | felves ¥lbnd lt the everlisting habitations. | 

are seck- principles of systematic 

For the Christian Messengor, 
Dean Brorugn, 
If it be true—whicl | very mich doubt that 

tl the church proper who assembled within its walls,” this is but an additional argument in- 

Yours very truly, 
Op Foay, 

. 

For the Christian Messenger, 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF SPECIAL 
PROVIDENCES, 

My. Editor 
1 

I have perused again the article on “The Late Storm and Special Providences,” I oon. 

I can seo parts, finds nothing in the matter op the manner of the 
that it raises more money in this way, than it writer, to justify the iden thi + Thinker? « i 

Ho writes like one who lis already carefully corsiderod 
rmly ** parsuaded in his own BRM vs 1 Ty hogy To bis facts I have no objection. ' T care 

nothing for his + Philosophy of Special Provj- dence." I am quite tree to admit that w * high 
tide’ and a * heavy wind * do not in themselves indicate any special depravity, I admit also that there isno evidence that the late storm wis a ** miraculous interposition," Such on iden is #0 ‘supremely ridiculous, that, having no proof tit any sane mah has so cousidered ‘It, 

upen that aspect of the affair as + gy man of straw '' the oreature of his own Imagination, 

Then will the men and women of 

which he has certainly successfully torn to pieces, But his article not only combats that man of straw, but the Philosophy of Special Prov. denoes,” and he wlso Opposes the Theology, of ** Special Providences Divine Revelation he tells us very properly, does not teach Philos. ophy. Very well then + Jot Philosophy mind her own business," and lot Theology wind hers, The facts taught by tho one, ‘can never clash With those taught by the other: but the un- founded inferences drawn from the one may, and Often do clash both with the unfounded and the well founded inferences, drawn from the other, a8 well as with the faots therasolves, Now the Bihle iy preemivently a book of Jacts, Its beginning and middle and ending, | Bre facts, not theories, not inferences, 1y tenchey the fuct of erention, the fact of the Divine Govarnment, the fact of tho full of man, the fae uf Redemption, the fact of the final Judgement, the fact of a heaven, and the Jact of a bell, God has not left these great truths to be inferred by the fallible human intellect. He hos declared the facts nnd the same wonderful Book teaches not the * Philosophy’ of Special Providencos, not the Theory of spec Providences, | tinetly teaches the fact of special Providencos, It gives us Aistory, not romance. It tolls us what God Aas dove, what he is doing, what he will do. It specifies the cases. It warns us that God deals not only with man in general bot also with men particularly ; that he not only sends storms, tides, floods, tempests, fire and brimstone, and other enlaimities in accordance with the general laws of the universe, but also that he often con. trols these very plagues in such ® manner as to prove that ho himself + rides on the tempest and directs the storms waking special examples of notorious sinners, and other Specinl exnm ples of noted saints, 
The five Books of Mores, aro. not Books of fiotion, nor of theoretical, philosophical reason. ings, but they are books of history —hooks of Jacts and they are one Continuous detail of special Providences of God's dealings with fn. dividuals and particular nations, and showin his hand in’ all the most minute details, Here are recorded the fuots, and no historical dooy- tent, no foots of anciont times to uy the least ==are established ns th their authenticity on a firmer basis, Nothing can disprove a fact, I might go on through the Old Testament, and show how even the devotional portions of ft and the dogmatical are continually nnnouncing facts. But what shall wo say of the Prophets ? Because Science can predict an eclipse, « high tide, aud a wind, + Thinker" infers, and v legitimate] y that there wasno special Providence in that high tide, eclipse or wind, Bot Thinker" boldly pushewon a step further in the Wrgument ~and seems to reason thus: « Because there wis no special Providence in the ““Suxby Storm," ergo, there is no such thing as n special Pro. puklpncn, Now admittiog shat there In no special providence in what science an prediet, doen it follow that there is nono in what prophe. oy ean predivt, Where was the * Solence'’ that wrote the books of ereminh, Isainh, and Danjel ? Upon what theory of ustronomy, or Philosophy was tho rise and tall of the four monarchies pre. dicted, What + Suxhy*’ foretold the destruction of the old world by a flood, and the ** cities of the plain’ by fire and brimstone BO aw that there should be nothing + special’ in the deliverance of Noah and Lot ! And how dons it follow that in the desolations that came upon Jerusalem, Babylon, Edom, and N Inoveh for their sium, there ws nothing special, because these events were predicted ! 

The fisot is that the inspired prophets just like | the Inepired historians, dealt not in theories, or arguwents, or lugie or philosophy, but in facts, The | snered historians Just related what (od had done ; the prophets stated what he would do and in both ddses they went into winyte details, and dealt not with + General Laws,’ but with 
“ Special Providences,'’ or particular facts, 

All this isnlso preeminently true of the New Testament. For the ‘absurd reson ngh, filse Inforeices, and perversion of facts; to which the Blossed Book ba beon and is still subjected, they alone who perpetrate them and defend them ure responsible. The Book givos us Jacts not specu. lations :—not uncertain inferences. 
Lt 1s the province of reason —acoording to the principles of “Inductive philosophy,” to asber taitt whether the hobks are authentio ~nnd what the facts are which they tench, and then true reason tenches that these being ascertained, our Judgoments, our wills, our consolences, in short, #11 we have and are to be brought ‘into subjee. tion to thelr facts, facts to us each and tous all iN. fof infinite moment | o Thinker " will excuse me | trust, for Inoking | * Thinker’! speaks sneeringly, us it scoms to mo, of ** Special  Providenoes,’ + Special Py. 

vidences'' he deems inconsistent with Ais theory 


