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HOME MINSIONARY WORK,

Tur Civevear  LETTErR oF THR WesterN  Barnise
ASSOCIATION, CONVENED AT llxnnox, Yarmouru,
Serremner 200, 1o Te Cuveacnes oy WIHICH 1T 18
COMIPOSED,

Demy PON -

We ,, spose in this annual lotter to direct your thoughts
to the ¢ .dims of Homr Missions, A

It is a geatifying fhot that fnoreased intorest is being
manifested in our Foroign Missionnry oporations,  But while
the churches of the Muvitime Provinces may contemplato

with a good degreo of sutisfaction, their 97 native proachers

toiling on in various parts of the kingdom of Burmalb, soeks
ing to win their benighted country-mon to Chist, their mueh
osteemod sister DoWolfo at Bassein, labouring ussiduonsly
for the enlightenment and salvation of heathen women, and
the expueeted depnrture, at an_early date, for the Foreign
field ot their beloved Brother William George and his
excellent campanion=all supported by their funds—it is at

slwvml of the Gospel among the destitute of our own
Provinces, L

"1t dsy indeed, singular, that Nowfoundland, with a popula-
tion of 120,000 and with ity 70 shephordloss Ba sty that
the Bermudas with a population of 15,000, and at ‘umt somu
holding Baptist sentimonts, that the Coust of' Labeudor, with
its thousands of sturdy fishermen spenking the Knglish
language=and all so casily nocessible to ns==have elicited
a8 yet, 1o effort on our part to cary to their people that
Gospel that we enjoy and o highly prize, j

Aud it isto be feaved, that while considerable has been
done, there has been a mourntul defiviency of effort to evane

lize the destitute regions, oven of the Provinces comprised
in the Convention. ,

It is our present aim to offor a few considerations and
suggestions which we hope may stimulate the churclies to
more vigorous and systematic efforf in the cause of Iowe
Missions.

1. Our churches, many of whom have become strong in
number and material wonf;ln. have been planted through the
selfdenying missionary lnbours of that devoted band of men
known a8 the Fathers, and it seems but reasonnble that in
extending our borders as a denomination the geal that char-
acterized those pioncer men of God should be unimitated by
us,  While as ministers we fiil to oxtend our labours to
“ the regions beyond,” but in the exercise of a spivit of
selishness confine our efforts entively within the limits of
our own particular field, or chureh, we shew ourselves un-
worthy sucovssors of such men,  And while as churches we
manifost unwillingness to  contribute gonerously of our
substance, and, if' necessary, even give up for a time the
sorvices of our pastors for the sake of bearing the Gospel
to the dostitute portions of our land, and with God's blessin
of planting additional ehurches, we certainly munifost but
little npprociation of' that fm;wl i understand imperfectly it
tenchings, and illy exomplify the spivit that should actuate
churchus ostablished in connexion with the faithiul, selfs
denyihg missionary toils of God's sorvants,

'} %ut only should the grateful remembrance of the
solf-sncrificing missionary Inbours of' the early ministors of
our Denomination in this Provinee, urge us to be more
fuithful in seeking to widen the sphore of our evangolistio
work, but the remembrance also of' the great things God has
done for us in sending to us the Gmpcﬁ of His grace, und,
by His Holy Spirit, making us the happy woipﬁnm of its
h{ouhrgn nlmul«‘ oxcite in onr honrts the profoundest gratitude
and prompt to consecration ing this and every other departs
ment of christian duty, lna‘wl of the strange spiritual
lothargy, too often evinced by professors of christianity, weo
should reasonably expoeet that motives vxcited by the cone
tomplation of the love and grace of God in Cln'{nt toward
His people, delivering them from the dominion of sin and
Satan, making them the heirs of Himself and Joint-heirs
with Christ, and ultimately elovating them to the bliss and
glory of Heaven should lead, not only to holy aspirations
after the presence and image of their Saviour, but ulso 1o
burning sxoal und ‘whole-hearted benevolence in spreading
abroad the glad tidings of salvation,

8, We should nlso be prompted to devotion in the work
of Home Missions by motives drawn from the Saviour's
words—‘‘ Go yo into all the world and preach the Gospel to
every croature,” In regurding that commission we are not
to confine our thoughts and offorts to the remotest portions
of the world. Duty demands of us to bear, as far as pos-
sible, the gospel to our antipodes, And there is something
sublime in the idea of sending forth messengors of snlvation
to thoso nations plunged in the darkness of idolatry in fir
distant lands. l\fuuh financial expenditure and mucl) danger
to human life is involved, The amount necessary for the
oupfit and passage .of one missionary family destined to
Burmah s quite suffcient to sustain o missionry in the
Home fleld for three yeurs or more. But while there may
not be in the view of some the same moral graudeur in con-

unquestionably includes those perishing for the bread of life
who are near at hand as well as those far remote, Hence
our duty, The Saviour's divections to His Apostles to
“ hogin at Jerusalem” favors the idea that in extending the
Gospel to far off heathen lands, we should not overlook the
destitute neaver home, And in faithful.ondeavours to evan-

clige the needy portions of our Province we have to
‘ﬁmpiw s the example of' the Great Author and Founder of
missions who, during the three and u half years of Ilis
ablio ministry, went about through the Provinces of
\‘ulvmhm preaching the Kingdom of God,

4. Considerations for enlarged effort in our Home Mission
work may be gathered from a survey of the fleld. In con-
noxion with the Westorn Association there is a large
number of feeble churches unable, singly, to support a
Pastor, These wore organized under favorable tuspices
(and with joy reccived into this body. Not favored with
missionary or<pastoral labour they dwindle, This necounts
for the fact that some do not report. themselves by letter.
And this retrograde course, unless speedily arrested by uid
from abroad, will be continued until they lose their visibility,
and thus churchos that once promised to be valuable neeess
slons ol strength and influence, for the want of the fostering
care of Home Missions sadly disappoint the hopes that had
been cherished concerning them, :

And there are scattered along our Atlantio const and
along the margin of our bays, as well as iu the interior in
connexion with our gold fields and in sparsely agricultural
and lumbering distriots, villages and settloments that present
inviting fields for missionary labour. Do not these toeble,
dying churches, those destitute settlements and villages call
loudly and imploringly for increased effort,

And it should be borne in mind that the Western N, 8.

larger than tny of the six sister Associations included in the
Convention. This membership in the-saggrogito probably
(oswmu more wealth than that of either ot the other bodies.
Vithin our limits, however, we have less missionary ground
than citherof the sister Associations. Hence the importance
of {udioluusly and prayerfully enquiring as to our duty. to
widen the sphere of our operations. It is true that the
support of the Mission to the Acadian Fiench rests largely
upon our Western Churches, and the success of the past
warrants continued effort to give to that interesting people
the Word of Life, Still it is painfully evident that in
proportion to our numbers and ability, and in view of the
wido and effectual doors presenting thumselves on every hand,
We are doing fur too little for the Home field,

O, The salutary reflex influence that would doubtless
flow from enlarging our Home Mission efforts, affords another
motive to avize and atiempt greater things for God. It is an
obvious fact that many of our churches do not give in propors
tion to their ability. And it may be that here is ons seeret
of the cold, fruitless, stationary condition of many of our
more wealthy churches, * There is that scattereth and
yet inoreasetlr § and there is that withholdeth more than is
moot but it tendoth to poverty. ™ If then we would enjoy
pence and prosperity within our borders, let us * as good
stowards of the manifold grace of God” seek to do what

g|we onn to give the gospel we love to those deprived of its

inestimnblo blessings,

And now, dear Brethren, having stated these motives for
the enlargement of our<Home Mission Ageney, we proceed
to submit for the consideration of the Churches and as the
result of much prayerful thought, the following suggestions
which we foel confident, if properly carrvied out, will, with
the Divine blessing, realize the results desived :

1. Wo suggest the desirableness, wherever practicable,
of combining several weak churches situated within & con-
veniont distance from each other, and of constituting the
same a Home Mission Station, to be placed in charge of a
suitable Brother who shall be appointed in concurrence with
the wishes of said churches, and who shall labour as a
Missionary Pustor,  All such appointments to be made with
& view to pormanence and with the understanding that, as
soon a8 possible, the stations become self-sustaining, Menn-
whilo the amount raised by the combined effort of these
churches to be supplemented from the Home Mission
troasury, 8o as to alford to all such missionary pastors a
com ortable support,

2. Wo furthor suggest that in entering upon new mission
stations—and inviting openings are to be found on every
hand==such new stations be commeonced with a view to the
organization of Baptist Churches and the establishment of
permanent intorests,  And so the appointment of Mission-
aries to these stations should ordinarily not be for 8 or 6
weeks merely, but for 6 months or a f'ear, and with a view to'
A permanent settloment, Annapolis Royal, the ancient
Capital of this Province, might be mentioned as an illustra
tive case, Lot a suitable brother be appointed to that town
a3 & station, including some portions of the surrounding
country, for one yoar, and there is the highest probability
thut with God's blessing a church in that time could be
gathered and an interest noarly self-sustaining established.

J.  Wo suggoest also that in view of the fact that we have
loss misslonury ground within our limits and more abilit

than eithor the Central or Eustern N. S, Associations, it
might be well to enquire into the J;ropriuty of extending our
Home Missionary operations to other portions of our I'rov.
ince, and if practicable, to destitute regions of neighbouring

nexion with Home Mission labour, still the groat commission

'

Provinces,

Buptist-Association comprises a membership, considerably
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And, inconclusion, we would further stute that, in the opi-
nion of some of dur brethren, it is desirable to take earl

steps, in concert with sister Associations, to blend the different
Home Mission organizations of Nova Scotia. and thus con.-
stitute one thoroughly organized, vigorous and efficient
Home Mission Society having the evangelization of the
destitiite regions of Nova Scotia Proper and Cepe Breton as
its flrat grand object,  This involves the idea of one Central
Boafd extending vigorously its ngencies to all parts of the
Province—an idea by no means U topian.  In the Province
of New Brunswick, both in connexiofiwith the Baptists and
Free Christian Baptists, and in the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebiee etficient Home Mission Societios exist comprising
the whole of their respective Provinces, each having one
Central Board and all doing a grent work in extending the
Kingdom of Christ. In the United States our brethren

within the sphero of its operations the entive land, accom-
plishing, under God, a gigantic work for -Chyist and the
denomination, In the last two years nearly 14,000 converts
have been baptized as u part of the result of its labours,

Thus consolidated, and with o specific .object before us,
we would be able, with an improved system for raising
benevolent funds—another desideratum-—to accomplish much
more for souls than we are now doing.  We would then be
in & position to concentrate, when expedient, our united
energivs on some of the inviting Home Mission flelds beyond
the boundaries of our own Province.

The Baptists of Outario are about commencing Home
Mission work in some part of the great North West and we
would doubtless be heartily weleomed to Join them. Could
we respond to such a proposition the results would be glori-
ous, not-only in the evangelization of that great and
promising country, but also as introductory to n more exten-
sive union of all the Baptists of the Dominion in the
establishment of un indepondent Foreign Mission in some
portion of the heathen world.

That these considerations -and suggestions may be well
pondered by the churches and subserve the beést interests of
thd kingdom of Christ Ly resulting in more enlarged, per-

sevoring and systematie effort in our Homo Mission work is
Our earnest prayer.

WIHY THOMAS WAS NOT AT THE PRAYER
MEETING.

‘“ But Thomas, ono of the twelve, called Dy

Iymus, was not with
them when Jesus came,” ;

Why was Thomas absent from the prayer-moeting ? If
his exouse had been a good one, I think it would have been
mentioned, or the bad consequences would not. have
followed which did follow. It is a significant tact that his
absence is recorded for all ages to read and know. And
it is very plain that it might have been one of several
reasons,

He wmight have been a man of great taste, one who loved
the magnificent towple-service, one who enjoyed ** the
oymbals” and ** the cornets " and * the organ,” ** the
trumpots " and ** the shawms "—the voices of the trained
choir who made Chenaniah the master of song; but he could
not enjoy that %raycr weoting.  Why, they only road a
chapter in the Bible, and then 310)' sung—and such singing !
Why, there was Peter's rough, heavy voice, always out of
tune ; and there was Matthew, always humming on one
ohord ; and there was Bartholowme v, always pitching the
tune too high or too low, sometimes almost breaking down,
and often drawling over the same old tunes. Ob, if they
could only have had such singing at the prayer-meeting as
thoy had at the great tem‘pfe ! Alas! Thomas cannot
enjoy such singing.

Aud then his taste is offended again at the manner of
oonduutmg the meeting. Wuat tame work they make of
talking, How they tell over the words which they heard
Christ spoak, again and again, How they tell us of his
calling them, again and again. How Thomas has to hear
about the same thing over and over, when he wants to hear
something original, something startling. O, if Gamaliel,
or some great doctor of divinity, oouls lead the meetin
and pour out an eloquent dissertation ; if some loarnog
soribe would come in und lead the meoting and tell us all
he knew ; but Thowmas never enjoys meetings conducted b
laymen. He finds fault because they sing old tunes, when
he knows they caunnot sin any other. His taste is offend.
ed because the brethren talk and pray so uninterestingly,
when he knows that e never seta bettor example of a
rightly-conducted meeting. The carriageis small, but he
wants a stoam-engive to draw it, Or erhaps this is not
the reason why Thomas “was not there when Jesus
came,

He is a man of many acquaintances, perhaps, and last
night he was at a party at the house of Zabdi the son. of
Zechariah, near the temple, and the party was very large
and very fashionuble, and Thomas stayed very late. r%t
was & delightful party, and the entertainment was fine, and
there were many strangers from abroad, and the musio was
oxquisite, and the dancing wae continued till a very. late
hour, aud somehow or other Thomas does not feel like go-
ing to the prayer-meeting to-night. James and John and
Poter do not seem so refined, nor such real gentlemen,
a8 those he met at Zabdi's house. The women who will .

have their great American Home Mission Society, embracing
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