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, have rifht and Scriptural views, on this and

Dear Brother,—

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, FEB. 17, 1

For the Christian Mersenger: -

ON THE SUBJECT OF RECONCILIA.
TION.

Do the Scriptures of divine truth teach,

1st. That man becomes reconciled to
God, or

2nd. That God becomes reconciled to
man, or

3rd. That there are two reconciliations.

First, Of man to God, and

Second, Of God to man? that is to say
when the heart is changed, and man be.
comes a new creature.

It is a matter of great importance to

kindred subjects.

It would seem that there are teachers
among our own denomination, who hold
diverse views on this point. As Baptists
we all appeal in such and like cases to a
common authority, and yet we do not
always arrive at common conclusions. I
have long entertained certain views on this
subject perhaps I am not orthodox. There
are others, who have given'much more of
their time and attention to doctrinal mat-
ters, who perhaps would favour the readers
of the Messenger with the results of their
reading and meditation in reference to so
interesting an inquiry, with their reasons
annexed.

In the love of the truth,
Yours, &o.,

Discirvrus.
Feb, 1869,

For the Christian Messenger.
SWEARING.

" I have carefully read Bro. Harley's
article on Swearing, and the reply of M. ‘A.
H., and also two articles by Bro. McKenzie
in the Visitor. Bro. McK. has gone very
fully into the subject and has endeavored
to prove that our Lord did not intend to
forbid oaths of all kinds. To me nothin
new has been brought out in all this.
have long ago carefully examined what
clever men and great divines have been
able to say in defence of swearing by the
followers of Jesus. And I beg to state
that the view presented by Bro. ilarley ap-

ears to me the most satisfactory, Tgo

ews were allowed, yea commanded, to
swear. It was a solemn act of religion.
This is freely admitted. It was always a
fearful thing to swear falsely, Our Blessed
Lord quotes the prohibition. An oath
must be performed.
Jou,"” he adds, * swear not at all.” I do
not mercly repeat what Moses and the
prophets have enjoined, but I make an im-
portant change. What is that change?
“ Don't perjure yourselves " this was no
change. *‘Don't swear profanely " Dont
invoke the name of Jeiovah in triflin
affairs ? in common light conversation "
This could not have been introduced with
a “surl say unto you." All this was
clearly included in the third command.
ment. Nay, this is not it. *But I say
unto you SWEAR XOT AT ALL."” Swear no
outh whatever I" *Do not swear by God,
do not swear by heaven, by earth, by
Jerusalem, by your head, by your Bible,
by the eross, nor by any thing whatever,
nor upon any occasion whatever' The
words of James are a fine comment on the
words of his Lord. ** Above all things"—
as if he had said, “T have given you, and
will give you, mauy cautions and warnings,
but f wish to caution you with especial
earnestness again one sin, the sin of
ewearing.” I say, What kind of swearing ?
‘““ Evcry kind of swearing” is his answer, as
expressed as clearas words can make it.—
‘* SWEAR Nor) neither by heayen, neither
by the earth, NEITHER BY ANY oTHER
OATH." There is the statement. Words
cannot be plainer, cannot be more express,
They cannot be explained away.

But it is replied, ** God swears.” * The
Saviour swore when the oath was admin.
istered by the High priest. And Paul
swears over and over again, and finally, an
angel swears.” Answer, none of those
cases are at all in point except the case of
Paul. Our Lord was a Jew, in the striot-
est sense of that word. He lived and died
a sirict observer of all the Jewish rites and
ceremonies. If, therefore, it were very clear,

instead of being as it is, very obscure, that|be looked for. from without. The
he really took the legal oath, it would be|field of operation is the world. Chris-

“But I say unto}’ HALIFAX, FEBRUARY 17, 1860,

modern, and to bro. MuK. and bro. M, A.
H., I beg to say that there really is not a
single instance on record of Paul's swear-
ing. ** As the Lord liveth” was the usual
Jewish formula of testifying on oath. Please
point out the passage where Paul uses this
expression, or whete he swears by any
thing !

"gSo belp you God,” is the formula, as
our Engliaﬂ magistrate puts it. That is, I
must say by implication * May God not
bless me if I do not tell the truth,” &o.,
and it amounts to this, nothing less and
nothing more, ‘“ May Almighty God send
me to hell and punish me in fire and brim-
stone forever and ever if I do not tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth I"  Horrible! What need of a child
of God to add such a confirmation to his
‘“ yea, yea; nay, ‘nay.”” Does not this
‘““ come of evil ¥

Brother McKenzie will not I trust take
it uokindly if I turn his closing sentence
round a little and point it at himself.
* The moral sense of those who scruple
not to take an oath, is to a oertain degree
distempered, and needs to be brougbt back
to the sacred oracles for a remedy.” (The
Italics are ours.) For mg own part I am
now nearly sixty years old. I have been
a professor of religion for thiry-two years
andsover. During all that time I have
never given testimony on oath, and I never
did it but once in my life. When guite
ﬁ)ung I did once * witness to a deed.”

ost assuredly I never intend to do it
again, I will rospect the judgement of
others. T will respeot their conciencious
scruples even though these scruples arise
from a * distempered moral sense.” But
the Bible is given to me for my guide,
And as to what meanings others put upon
ity or as to how they explain away plain
commands, that is their business, not mine.
I am at liberty to differ in jndgement from
the most eminerit uninspire

This liberty I must, to be consistent, freely
conceed to others,

For one I thank brother Harley for his
brief article. I deem it luoid, Scriptural,
and to the point. I trust my own freely
expressed opinions will not be taken amiss
an@l that righteousness and truth may pre-
vail,

Yours truly,
8. T. Raxp.

Cristion Flessenger.

CHURCH GROWTH:

SHOULD IT BE FROM WITHIN OR FROM
WITHOUT ?

It has been a favorite ides with some
Christian people that the church should look
to its own membership as the great source
of its increase, rather than to the outside
world, The family, it is said, by such per-
sons, is the model on which the church or-
ganization is constructed, that the children
of its members are born into the church and
that like those formerly brought into the
Jewish commonwealth by circumecision,
children are now required to be formally
recognized by the initiatory ordinance, and
that this should be done as soon as conve-

very pretty theory, and has a semblance of
propriety about it, until the authority for
doing so is sought for in the New Testa-
ment. Then we find out that such a prin-
ciple is altogether unsupported by either
precept or example, and is at variance with
its real character. The duty of instruoting
the young at home and in the Sunday
School, bas by some been enforced by this
notion, instead of its being based on the
broad principle of it being our duty gene-
rally to communicate to others what we
have ourselves learned and received.

The church relationship may have cer.
tain points of resemblance to that of a fam-
ily, and it should be expected that the
enildren of believers would be easily con.
vinced of their sinful condition and con-
verted to God, they would then be brought
into the household of faith, and made par’
takers of all its blessings and privileges,
but we think that church growth should

e

Commentators. | is born

nient after birth. Th'\: is, doubtless, a g
a

i

light of the world, the city set on a hill.
The truths entrusted to Christians aro as
necessary for others as for them, and it
should be their aimn to impart those truths,
whether of doctrines, ordinances, or duties,
to all, young and old, rich and poor, the
cducated and the refined, as well as the de-
graded and the sinful. :

We have no sympathy ' with those who
talk desparagingly of efforts to awaken re-
ligious inquiry. There is too much taken
for granted. Men are often supposed to
have good reasons for tho views they en-
tain, whereas they have no prospect that
reaches beyond tho grave, and may be
living without God and without hope. =~ Let
Christians look at their fellowmen more in
the light of eternity, and seek to rescue
them from impendiug ruin, and thus prove

whence comes the real growth of the
Church.

“« HOLY BAPTISM.”

It is not often that we see the Ritualistic
views of Sacramental efficacy so unblush.
ingly taught as they are in the Chuich
Cgrom'clc of last week. An artiole in our
contemporary entitled, *‘ Holy Baptism,”
8aYyS to .

‘“ Holy Boithm is one of the Christian Sacra-
mente, by which we are born again. By our
birth into the world, the fallen nature of Adam
was in us, By our second birth in Bapttam we

are made partakers of the Divine Nature of Jesus
Christ. sish

It is administered, according to Christ’s holy
Ordinance, by washing with water, in the Name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.—
This is the outward sign. The inward grace giv-
en unto us in Baptism is 1. 4 Death unto sin.

dam, as & man leaves the world when he dies.
We enter into a state of

Christ, as a man enters into the world when he

It is required of persons to be baptized that
they }; epent of sin, 2. Believe with all their

If this is Church of England doctrine, it
is strange that any should ﬁsve had the har-
dihood to claim for that ecclesiastical orga-
nization the title of ** the bulwark of Pro-
testantism.” Such a notion has been pret-
ty well exploded in the last two or three
years. ,

The explanation given of the above,in the
subsequent part of the article, is upon a
level with the doctrine taught before.
These statements will sound strange to those
who are accustomed to take the Word of
God for their text-book and guide in those
mattesd. The following are the next para-
graphs to the above :—

-‘ Regeneration is different {rom Conversion.—

are brought into & new relation to God,
being born as His sons. Conversion is the act

of a lponitont soul,either before or after Baptism,
turning from sin to God,

They who fall into wilful sin after Baptism,

inuotbothul converted ; or else they will be
ost.

They who are not baptized until they reach
years of discretion must be thus converted defore

they come to Baptism ; or they profane that ol
Sacamems.tt T o ’

The -confounding of Regeneration and
Baptism in the above we regard as a most
destructive error. It strikes at the root of
evangelical religion, and a death blow at the
reat leading truths of the Reformation—
Justification by faith—and indeed would up-
root Christianity itself in ite vital power, |,

This, however, is the natural tendenocy of
Infant Baptism, by whomsoever adminis.
tered, but we do not often find it. so fully
developed, or its fruit soripe, in connection
with nominal Protestantism. We are quite
aware that the Church Catechism teaches
that Baptism is ** An outward and visible |
sign of an inward and spiritual grace,” but:
we do not apprehend that Churchmen, gen. |
erally, will accept the above as the proper |
meaning of the Catechism's teaching on the |
lul;{'eot of the said ** sacrament.”

e do not find any part of the Bible that
would sanction such a statement as either of ‘
the above respectingthe initiatory ordinance
to the Christian Church, We find rather
that Baptism is intended as a test of obedi-
ence, and represents Christ's death and'
burial and resurrection. The apostolic
explanation of our Saviour's command to

‘““Know ye not that so many of us as were ba
tized into Jesus Christ were baptized into h

nothing to thé point. I am concerned with tianity is a system of proulytin?. Our|death? Therefore we are burledp with him b
ye into

what a christian is to do, not with what the | Lord’s commission is * Go

all | baptism into death,that like as Christ was

Jews were to practise. And as to the an.|the world and preach the gospel to every|up from the dead by the glory of the Futhor’,’oven
gels and the Lord God himself, I feel a sort | creature : He that believeth and is baptised | * e 8180 should walk in newness of life.

of horror in mentioning them in such a ¢on- | shall be saved ; but he that believeth not
nection, when « plain command to myself|shall be damned.” Those who are afraid those

s0 easily understood and so easily fulfilled | of being charged with making proselytes | tian f
is before me. And with all deference to the | h

great and good commentators, ancient and | Master or that of his early disciples. The |
s

Nothing can more beautifully represent
qroat und glorious facts of the Chris-
with than Baptism, when properly ad.

ave not yet imbibed the spirit of their|ministored. The atteniptto turn it away from

this its simple and proper meaning is & more

869.

churh is to be the salt of the earth, the | serions matter than n-n;ny suppo;e.m It is

Regeneration, or Baptism, is that by which we| You

his disciples, is . L
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something more than a more matter of form
and the use of & smaller or larger quantity
of water'in Baptisul. . Krror on this prima-
ry feature of Christian practice oreates con-
fusion, and opens the door for all the de-
struotive errors that have afflicted the church
ever sinoe the first perversion of this or-
dinance, and its administration to persons

who were not believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ.

POLITICAL.

The Hon. Joseph Howe has published a
Letter addressed to his constituents, the
*“ Men of Hants,” in which he states that,

revious to the General Election, he almost
invariably defined three lines of action :

1. To'defeat the delegates who had framed
the British American Act,

g. To endeavor to get that Act repealed;
an

3. Should we fail in the effort to repeal the
Act, tihat we should endeavor to modify and im-
prove it,

He goes over the various stages of his
rogress in the endeavour to accomplish
the two first of the above proposals, and
refers to the decision of the Gladstone
overnment, which led him to the conclusjon

that they had failed. Having arrived at
this, he concludes :

‘*I could no longer hesitate. The rMn path
of duty lay before me, All rational repealers
had professed that the battle was to Inst only till
the anewer came from Gladstone’s Cabinet. ~The
answer was here. The battle was over, Had I
come home, I must have gone back to Ottaws
to be sworn in, and then return to Nova Scotia
to run my election: The Governor-General was
to leave on.Monday, and on Saturday afternoon

2. A New Birth unto ri . 1. was sworn in as P t of the Privy Coun-
We leave the state o('1 nature in the family of|¢il, to avoid a double Journey, to and fYo, of . .

sixteen hundred miles.

oo in the Body of| This office, men of Hants, choush the - tech-
n

nical formalities make it mine is In your gift,
at your hands, I could have
seat in the Senate, and e yed it without your
sanction, But you trusted me, and I am not
afraid to trust you. On & onim review of all
the circumstances, I believe that you will ratify

by your su my conduct and policy.

yI ’cannot c;.:;ﬁ::oonyd to defend 1:1) ogif from
the mean charges and insinuations with which
those who have been for more than a year fatten.
ing on the public treasury, have already defiled
the Press ; but I shall bé prepared to meet any
of those persons before the electors of Hants, to
defend my own conduct, and perhaps to do what
I have not hitherto done, make some inquisition
into the, correotness of their own.

Apart altogether from the mere personal ques-
tion, you have got now to decide whether %on
Scotia shall raise £40,000 a year by direct taxa-
tion, or whether, by this negociation, ratified
%zi the Canadian Parliament, our Roads and

dFeu, and other &xblio services, shall be
tmp{ provided for without any such necessity.
ave also to docide whether there shall
8 just and fuir administration of &blio affaire,
by your own Regmenhtin, who scen some
service, and gathered some experience, or whe-
ther Nova Scotia is to have ne influence in com-
ducting the Government of the Deminion, to the

authority of which by law, her e are bound
to aubnn’t. v ; -y

I have to get into the County soon, and will
then be prepared to answer an¥ questions you
may ask, or to give any further information that
this paper does not supply.”

The campaign on the chosen battle-field
—Hants County—was opened at Windsor,
on Saturday last. The Hon. Joseph Howe
appoals to the constituency he now repre.
sents to confirm his appoiotment to the office
of President of the Dominion Privy
Council. FHe is being opposed by Mr.
Manson H. Goudge—a respectable mer-
chant of Windsor—formerly one of Mr.
Howe's warmest supporters. Some of the
leading men in the Y‘ocal Government, and
the party by whom they are sustained, were
resent, and took part in the Public Meet-
ng. The contest is regarded as a test of
the mind of Nova Scotia. No ' doubt a

reat responsibility rests on the electors of
that County, and so the result might be
regarded, if the election could be carried on
without any improper influences being used.
It is melancholy that in these days any
mention of bribery should be necessary,
and yet it was publicly stated at Windsor
that large provision was made for this pur-
pose,

The Court House was crowded. Mr.
Howe spoke at longth, in defence of his
course and conduct. * In justification of
is acceptance of office,” the Clitizen
says, ‘‘he read aletter sent to him in
Fngland, in March, 1867, by Mr. Stairs,

acoepted it with o

President of the League, after the Act had

carried by the Imperial Parliament, thank-
ing him for his effo¥ts in the defence of the
oountry's rights, and expressing the hope
that he would look to his own personal in-
terests, and find employment under the
British Government ; but that if he chose
to return and take part in Provincial Ioli- '
tics, the party would gladly reccived his

and to be of any value to me I must receive it




