CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, JULY 21, 1869.

SAssaiausl DU,
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‘ werafter that the Holy
Spivit is come wpon you," Aot | 8,

( Coneluded.)

11, The power reguived 18 spivitual power,
The Saviour said to His disciples, as e beheld
all of the lnhor, sufloring and confliot thatawaited
them, ** Ye shall veceive power qfter that lhe
Holy Spivit is come wpon you."  The direct ful
filment of thin prediotion oconrred shortly aflter,
when on the day of Pentecost, “suddenly there
came & sound from heaven, as of o rushing
mighty Wind and it filled all the house where
they were sitting, and they were all filled with
the Holy Spivit.”  From that day forth they
wore clothed with a new and Divine power hy
which they were fully qualified to enter on their
misslon, Inspived Ly this supernatural influence,
impelled hy the energy of the Holy Spirit, they
rose up as the heralds of salvation, and went
forth fearlessly to make known Christ to all men.
Aud how grand was the result ! Nothing could
" succossfully withstand the steady unseen power
which attended theirefforts,  One ol the grontest
mircles o history is the propagation of the
Chvistinn voligion during the fisst contury, Going
forth frome Jerusalem it vapidly - overspread
Palestine, Syrin, and  Asia Minor, and then
orossed to Kurope where Macodonin, Greeee, and
Italy were successively brought under its ine
fluence.  \When the Apostles commenced their
ahors in Thessalonion they were spoken of a
those who had “tufhed the world upside down,
The explanation of this remarkablo suocess is
found in the Saviour's promise, ** Yo shall re
eeive power &o."

Let us now inguire more particularly into the
nature of this power and how it is realized hy
the people of God,

The descent of the Holy Spirvit on the day of
Pentecostawvas aéédibipanied by mivaculous mani-
festations which have not sinee heen experionced,
But although these manifestations did not eons
tinue it is evident that the hlessing which they
acoompanied was designed for all nges, When
Potor divected the consoivnce-stricken multitude
t) ropent and he baptized he added the assurance
that they should reevive the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and declared  that the swme promise
applied to ell that the Lovd showld call, And
when relating to His brotheen the eonversion of
Cornelius and his fiionds the same Apostlo NLYH,
“The taly Spivit foll on them as on ws at the
beginning,”  Throughout the Apostolio Epistles
we are taught that the Spivit dwells with trae
helievers, sanetifying, strengthening, and guiding
them, and that it s the duty and privilege of
His ohildven to seck for the constant presence
of that Spivit,  Paul says * As many as are led
hy the Spivie of' God they are the sons df God ;*
"'é:,‘ ngain ¢ Know ye not that ye sro the temple,
ol God and that the Spivit of' God dwelleth in
you? Wo must heliove then that God the LHoly
Spivit literally holds intercomrse with the souls
of s people, and fmports to them  heavenly
influences,  Far be the day brethren when we
shall conso to helleve in the personal, aotual
prosenco of the Spivit in the hearts of Cheist's
disoiples, or when we shall ocaso to insist on it
a8 an indispensabile part of veligion,

Spivitanl power is supernatural,  Man cannot
originate it, he can but recefve it anl use it,
Only upon this hypothesis can we necount for
that quickening influence which is at times ex-
perienced hy the church, How oftev in the
urscinbly of the sants while the word of the
Lord was proclaimed, or the ehureh wasengaged

O wt ye shall receive

in supplication hosa sudden, irvesistible influence |

fallen upon all, welting hard hearts, bringing
tonms from eyes unncoustomed to weep fr sin,
enusing sinners to tremble in view of an fmpend.
ing doom, and Cheistions to gjoive in hope of
the glovy of God,  Tufidelity may attribute these
things to sympathy, anhmal wagnetism, or any

prepared to labor intelligently for the grent
ohjeet before them,  Their Knowledge of the
Chuman heart nad the best way of reaching it was
doubtless inercased,  They * recvived also an
insight into oternal things which enabled them
to feel their renlity, There in a religious know-
ledge which the most profound study ean never
Lgive, and which is possessed by those nlone upon
whom the Holy Spirvit has descended.  Divine
truths may be known superficially by study, hut
their depth and power cun never bo renlined

dexeept under the enlightening influence of the

Spirite - And unless w truth s understood nnd
folt it cannot bo used with power. The Lird
Josus promised that the Spivit should lendsthe
disciples into nll truth, and that He should teach
them all things and bring all things to their
remembrance whatsoever He hud said unto them,
Thus the grent truthn of the Gospel took pos
scerion of their souls, and stood out cloar und
strong befure their minds, and hy those truths
they were enabled to accomplish &0 much in the
eaure ol Christ,  Brethren, it wo would preach
with power we must understand what we preaeh |
I we expect to see others feel the foree of trath
we must feel it ourselves, The subject must
appear to our minds in wueh o vivid light chat
wo shall be filled with interest in it, It must
nppear 8o great as to thrill and inspive us by its
mighty influence.  Sueh views of truth can only
he obtained by the tenching of the Holy Spirit,
A remarkable intellect may take n truth which
I8 very vaguely perceived, and so clothe it in o
gorgeous array of words, that 1t may dugsle nnd
charm, but only when trath s elearly seen.and
deeply felt can we expect it-to exert n deep nnd
lasting effect upon the souls of men, % Know.
ledge s power i and we are dcTn'mlvnt. on the
Holy Spivit for o krowledge ol spiritunl and
eternnl things,

Agnin, the presence of God the Holy Spirit in
tho Christinn's  heart crentes énthusiasm, or
warmth ol feoling, and therely gives power,
This feeling, whether it he inulnrwr hy right or
wrong motives is an element of power A man
AL prepared for the accomplistment of that in
whioh he-does not foel interested, The states-
man who, when impertant ohjects are struggling
with opposition does not become  warmed uyp
with a ’iwly interest ix but o small power in the
political world,  The general who ean listlossly
gnae upon his army's opernti me when the (ree-
dom or honor of' his country nro involved in the
result is not fit for his country's service, - It his
hoart does not glow with tho fire of enthusinem,
and thill with a_great purpose he is weak,
though surrounded by thousands of warriors,
How often have order and enthusinsm  given
viotory to the weak ! And are deep emotion nnd
intensity of feeling loss re puired in thowe efforts
which have for their oh'eot the salvation of ii-
wortal beings? That is likely to be a powerless
sermon who comes from n drowsy mind and cold
heart, But not only in preaching is fervor ree
quired, but in"the discharge all Christinn duties,
We need the enthusinem of ths statesman, the
emotion of the patriot, but we need more,  We
want ‘¢ the sacred five from God's own altar

hy the coming of the Holy Spivit.  Lhere may
be strange five, but the genuine llame ennnot b
kindled hy the most protound knowledge and the
highest motives of this world without the Spirvit's
influence,  Although we would not make ro&igiun
consist in feeling but rather in principle yot o
religion without feeling is lil'vrwm. There ix
doubtless much that is simply fanntioisin, but
where the Holy Spirit dwells there will he the
glow of Holy joy, aud & burning love to Christ
und the souls of men, It is by kindling in the
hearts ot God's people n flame of henvenly love
that the Spivit lmparts power to them,

Other kinde of power have been mueh eoveted
and highly priged during the history of Chris.
tianity, and bave often been relied upon more
than that of the ommipotent Spirit, ~ And yet
what have all such forces without His mi rﬁty
influence ever wecomplished ?  They may rnm-
secured man's ohjoets, and effocted the chnnges
he desires, but they have not done the work o
God,  They may have furtherod the énds of this
or that seet but not the salvation of souls,
When the powerful influences.of this world, are
fanctified and guided hy the all-wise, all-power-
ful Spirit there und there alone are they really
desirable in the ehiurch, Waorldly influence, the
might of arme, and the power of wenlth and
nobility are the idols before which many branehes
of the sascalled ehureh huve howed down offering
& full submission in return for thelr assistunce,
And we may with rearon ask where is the religi.
ous hody that has not at times coveted more or
less the influence of the grent and the wealthy
while neglecting that wource of everlasting
strength, which is infinitely more important to
the church ot t hrist than the tavor and influence
OF all the erowned hinds und titlod personages of
curth, and all tne vast treasures that the world
”uw«-«wﬂ. ‘* Not by might nor by power, bat
)Y my Spirit raith the Lord ol Hosts,"

The powerolintelloctunt talentsund high menta!
culture in nnother that may Hiétoo highly exalted
in tho church, by paying grenter regard to it
than to spirituality ol mﬂuﬁ It is doubtless one
ol the inestimable gifts thut the Head of the
chureh hak hestowed upon her, and-whon mounld.

othur natuinl couse, and frequently there wny [ ed and direoted hy the Holy Spivit is mnde
bo much that is not genuine, but can those whui""‘ otual in ‘;"“‘"‘“"K the Redeemer's kingdom
have experienced such things, and whose hearts | und glory { hut let un over place it secondary 1o

have thrilled with the Holy costacy adwmit sueh

| spivitual power,  There ure religions communis

ties possessing all these mighty wm'hllf' reNOLICeN,

imtorpretations ¢ ¢ Is not the Lowd in Zion, s und yot nmunllvllnhhm little or nothing of that

not her king in hor ?

But i it be nsked, how does the presence of
the Holy Spirit confer power upon ﬁlwt‘hriutiun.
WO answer it gives Anowledge,  Without it the
Apostles might have gone furth very anxious to
tlu3 thelr Muster's work, but i morant uf the way
of doing it.  But being enlightened by the Spirit
ol God thoy were endowed with an understands

ing which "nothing else could give, and were
s

work which the Lord has  committed to- His
chureh, and containing within them the elements
of wenkness nnd flnnl deeny,  But thint hand of
Christ's disciples that ie thoroughly imbued and
inspired by the Divine Spivit, and guided con.
tinunlly by His heavenly wisdom, oven though
destitute of worldly might, will mareh on to o
glorious destiny breaking forth on the right hand
und on the left,

One of the principal ways in which this power

hrougit.”  And, that eannot be obtained exeept

nesort itwell among the people of God will be in
an increase of picdy, 'Thin is absolutely indise
punmhlu Jn the chureh, The venernble nuthor
of the recently publivhed ** Baptist History"'
spenks thus of the Baptists in Switserlund,
“The appeal to Seripture on bhehnlf of thelr
sentiments waw rendered more foreible hy the
innoceney of their lives,”  That is whot we need
hrethren,  Aws Buptists wonppeal to the word of
God as our only rule of faith and practice. T'his
in the only safe powition that the church of
Christ can take; one that has always been held
hy those whom we feel it an honor to succeed,
and one thut is destived to bring back mnny to
primitive Christinnity, But we nre prepured to
aesert *this principle and elaim for it the wd.
herence of our Ic-leuw men only as our lives and
deportment corverpond with our high profession,
Seripturnlness in ehureh matters will not mnke
up for the wont ot it in our conduet, 'T'he
prineiple of Seriptaye versus Teadition will earry
power and convietion with it just in proportion
to ite connection with holiness ol lite, = What o
sl diserepaney” when one is seen whose constant
thome Is Seripturalness in everything veclesinsdis
enl, but who seems to ignore it in v every doy
life. The nhove quoted nuthorsnys ©Orthodoxy

orthodoxy nor order will fnsure prosperity withs
out o living likeness to Christ,'” Who oun
mensure the power of wgodly hile?  Plety exerts
nomighty iu!\nvlu-v. whieh cannot be nnpx»liml
hy anything el nid piety is the direet nnd in-
varinble result of the indwelling ol the Holy
Spirit,  Seviptuvalness in doctvine and church
practice ix nnelement of mighty power- <holinoss
of Tite iv one perhops even mightier, nnd when
noth these nre combioed the chueh off God
anewers to Solomon's deseription, ** fair as the
moon, elenr ax the cun, and terrible as an wrmy
with hanners,” :

The Denominntion which . posscrses  most
spivitun] power combined with fidelity to Christ
will wield the greatest iufluence  and reap the
lnrgest harvest,  The Saviour has provided this
never failing sourco of strength, wad-He will
honor those who nvail themselves ol it, and have
it in netive operation,

This power will beexperienced by the Ministry,
How often i the servant of Christ _lod to feel
that he is powerless ! He brings to bear all the
farce of nrgament that he possosses und employs
hin most enrnest persunsive etforts, aed still finds
that searcely uny impression s wmade,  The
hearvers remnin unmoved.  They may listen ate
tentively and vespectiully, and perhups mnnilost
hy their manner that they wdwire his elforta-—
hut apparently no lasting effect s produced.
The gay nnd thoughtless sinner is not wounded,
The arrows seem o lose their sharpness, or full
short of the murk @ Christinns nre not aroused,
and the -preaching ol God's own word seems
ineflectunl,  But let the ministerof Corist spenk
under the powerful influence of the Holy Spirit
aned his-words will come with Tife und foree, hurn.
ing their way through coldness and lethargy
to the very henrtp of the henreys  Ono may
combine natural abilities, stores of learning, wnd
tho arts of rhetopfeund yet have but little power ;
but he, whose Kenrt throbs with holy urder, und
whowse mind glows with the light ot the Divine
Spirit- will coery power in-hin eye; inthe tone of
his volee, wnd in all his eflorts e good, 1 we
ingquire for the sceret of Petor's preaching power
on the day of Peitecost, we find it in the words
“they were all fitled with (the Holy Spivit,"
Talents ave desimble=eduention is fmportant-
hut Spivitunl power is indispensable, ~ And not
the word, bhut in the dischurge ot the manifold
duties devolving upon the ambassador off Christ,
How frequently hie feels when attempting to
spenk to persons in private coneerning their res
lHgious'state that his words are cold and unat
tractive, and earry no eonvietion with them, and
that it is no wonder people think his communis
entions irksome, _ Buat when the Spivit of Gl
spenks through s servant, how quickly the
words bring tews from the eyes of those with
whom he pleads.  When he can appronch then
with n heart ;enrning for thele conversion, and
with Intense carnestness intreat them to e
reconetled to God then must the heart b havd
indeed that ¢ ncoldiy negleet theowppeal, - The
Holy Spirit alone can thus qualify us for the
work, 11 we eall to mind those who have been
mMost suceessiul in the ministry, that s in wins
ning souls to Cheist and feeding the church of
Haug‘-« we will find thot as n rule llu"\‘ hve been
the most spivitunl and plous men,

To obtain this power is the duty of every ehili
of God, Let us arejoice in the midst of our
wenkness thint such o giﬂ iy he obtained, In
the first placo wo  must vealize the ahwsolute
necessity lor it Ihe salvation of  soulse=the
spivitun] welfure of the chuvel und the glorvy ol
our Redeemer, nn far nx human ngeney s con.
corned depend on it We must vegard it as an
essentinl= something that we -are not underrate
or negleet,  Agning lot un usk for it helieving
that the Suviour is pleased - to  hestow it
upon His people, mad remembering. that b ling
spoken of this ne the blessing which the Father
In esvecinlly ready to grant to all that nek,  The
expecinl menns thut scem to hnve heen employed
by the disciples in order to obtain this  blessing
was united prayer,  Although it was the fufils
ment of the Suviour's promise, yet aceording to
the Divine plan, it was the answer to the united
suppiiention of the saints.  Let us over prize
highly those sensons known ns revivals, nnd seek
for their more frequent oceurrence, A gonuine
revival is nn outpouring of the Holy Spivit, and
generally comes in nnswer to the earnest, faiths
ful, united praers of God's people,  But lot us
heware of nllierin‘-.z all our prayers in publio,
The soul must he hrought into communion with
the Lord and in the stillness of the closet we
open our hearts to receive the gracious ivfluence
from anhove ’

Finally, let un he glad that * salvation is of

the Lord,"" A complete vedemption for all the

in necossury, and order is necessry, but neither

only is ft necessary in the publie proclamation of
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chosen wsced lnw been provided by Him=-=the
OWeY hy which the Churel is to be instramental
in_enlling them howe s supplied by Him—and
silvation's work from firet to last is the it of
Hin oternnl love and gree,

Brethren, lot us urise, and Iny hold ol the
omnipotent urm of Johovah, extended toward ue,
Girasping that, and clinging to it by faith we
shindl be strong, Then will we not faint in the
dny of tofl and teial<<nor tremble before the giant
foon of God and His ehureh==nor doubt the
nwer of Divine grace to make the desert ¢ ros
Joice nnd blossom ns the rose.’”  Then will our
churches shine with hoavenly lustre, and such as
nre sved will be eonstmtly added unto  theme-
tho wenk shall heeome strong==error shnll fall
vanguished—<andsoulsshall hesaved,  And when
we rench the heavenly courts, all the glory slnll
ho aseribod to the Gieat Redeewer forever and
over,  Amon,
————. - ————————————— . W———————————
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For the Christian Meswenger,

DONALD CRAWFORD ON
BAPTISM, &

B

Part 1.

ELDER

[

1.  INTRODUCTORY,

Dear Brothey e

Mr, Crawford has now replied to my coms
munication na published in your columns last
December,  He profosses, that ho ** has nothing
new to offer’ on the suhject of baptism, 1 nm
sorry for this,  Some had hoped, that he had
greatly modified cortain of his peeuline  views
here, i he had not wholly abandoned thew,
But ho now restates and reargues his old baps
tismnl fallnetor,  Permit me now to remark upon
these, ns well ws upon some othor mutters cons
tuined in his recent communiontions,

2. Mir, URAWFORD'S BAPTISMAL VIEWS.

Mr, Crawlord mukes some statements about
the way of salvation which should seem to hare
monize with Now  Testament representations,
Thus he profossos - his beliof,  that there s salvae
ton only in the death of Jesus=<that his blood
cleanseth from all win,”  He farther avows his
convietion, that we ** come to * the ** death® of
Christ, “or receive hissalvation, hy fith," But
then he uses this language, (in the citation of
which T am respousible for the marks of
emphosis t)=<** Josus requires  the man who
would be saved to believe in him with all his
hoart, Does he require the same wman to de
/mpl;':m/ u/.m,_ﬁn‘ the sameend =1, o, to he saved ¥
I nenigye ne vows, "
wolully explivit,

do A COMPARISON,

And now Mr, Crawlord must not be offended
with me for saying, that his utterances here
strongly remind me of some others which, not
Ling ngo, were placed before our Ixland publie,
They oveur in a sermon delivered in this city, in
the summer of 1RGT, by the Rev, G, W, Hodgson,
now minister of 8t. Peter's Church, recently
opened nmong us, CCnrist v vou," taken
(rom Col, 1, 27, is the text and subject of that
sermon, Tt eontainsn large amountol evangelial
truth, well and vigorously expressed,  Butalas !
for the ** dend thies " in this pot of:*s vintiment 1"
Mr. Hodgson indulges in sueh  expressions as
these, (In quoting which Tam responsible for the
ftalien)  * Thus ¥ we have come r=Christ
died 3 rore; went up to Heaven; founded a
Chureh to be His Body, in awhioh He should
dwell § has brought us (whoever and whatover
we are,) by Baptisp into that Holy Catholie
Chureh ¢ we ave therefore members of His Buody"
\gaine Y mnde, by Baptism, membeis of
Christ's body, in which He dwells<<ix Christ in
us™ o Agning the prencher spoaks of * the two
Snermments, the Water and the Blood, Which,
with the Spivit, are * the Three that bave reeond
on enrth ' to the abiding presence of Jesus in
His  Chureh,” " And yet once moretes God
provides us with something outside of' ourselves
on which we muy rest,  Fisst of all, His own
Love i then the Denth of Christ ; ourselves given
i interest in that Death when we ave bipught
into Christ's Chureh, of which onr Baptism is at
once the means and the plédyge; then Christ's
nhiding presence in His Chureh, and His con-
veying Himself to us, of which the other w‘ml
Nacrament s the pledge und the means,”” W hat
in nll this but the doetrine of saeramenta) efficncy,
which hus of late years hecome #o tashionable in
certnin quarters? - And it is hy these exprossions
that the author of this sermon las tainted and
poisoned, ns with the poiron of Rome, an 6ther.
wike unexceptionnhle exhibition of the meaning
of the phmse, * Christ in you,"

Now I do not mean to sy absolutely, that Me,
Crawlord hus gone to the same lengths as Mp,
Hodgeow, And yet,<<he will pandon the ex.
pression, which T use in sorrow, and hot in anger
or contempt,~there is a cortain tineturo of what
may be styled Baptist Puseyism in his langunge
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This is explicit enoughe
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