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@ovvespondense,

For the Christion Mersouger,

THE CONTROVERNY ON BAPTINM, &0,

W e

Mr. Epiton,

o part 1L of My, Davie' letter, ho ohjects to
the view | gave of ** the gift ol the Holy Spivit"
in Act, L, 48, and affiems that the apostle pro-
mised these convieted and enquiring Jews the
power to work miracles if they repented and
were baptized fn the name of Jesus for the re.

mission of sine,  Mr. Davis' gives no  offonse
when he thus states his views on tho matter, hut
I olaim the liberty to differ from him, for the
following reasons

Iet,  Thoro Jows axk for perdon and not fn
powver to work miracles, Like the jullor they
folt condemned and sought salvation, 1 cannot
think that Peter instead of telling them how to
he saved told them how to work miracles,  'I'his
would be poor consolation to lost sinners,  HBad
men such as Balaam, Sauly Colophas, and Judas
lrcariot hund mirmeulous power,

nd,  Joesus did not kend hiv apostles to tell
lost sinners how to work mirmeles, but how to be
saved, Potor on this oconsion enrrled out the
Lovd's commission and told them how they would
receive the Spivit to bear withess with their
apivit that they were saved,

dedy  The gitt of mivaeles did not come <upon
the people hy repenting and being baptized, but,
by t‘w \n.\in;\‘nu of the aposties’ hands, Acts
vith, 17, I8 ¢ xix. O, Inono cose did this ity e
modintely follow repentence and  baptism, - 'he
miraculovs gift onme ugen the aposties,” Aotw i,
4 and upon the fiest Gentile converts (Acts x.44)
diveot hom henven, but in other cases it came by
the laying on of the apostles’ hands, The Saviour
did not promise in Mark xvi, 17, I8, that miceus
lous signe should follow < HIEM that believeth and
in baptized, but THEM that prenchoed the Gospel,
or the npostles,  This power was promised  to
the Intter hut not to the former,

dth,  The promise, ** the gilt of the Holy
Spint" was to these convertod Jews-to  their
v}\ihlu'u und to all that were afir offy even to
overy one that the Lord -would oull ﬁh.v Iis

wpel,) Wil My, Davis aftiow that all these
wve the promise ofw maraculous power il they
are plerced to the heart and repent and ave bap-
liw«.‘ in the name ol dJesus for remission ol sins Y
I have recently met a wan who so allivnws, but |
do not think that My, Davie will; and still all
whom the Lord ealls have the same promise that
they had,

oth, | weo no reason to wmvlmlu tlm( those
JO0OO had w mirmenlous power, but the very bost
rensons to believe they were saved, and uleo that
all who do us they were told to do, will be saved;
that they will have the spivit of God bearving
witness to their salvation, :
This My, Davis partly ndmits, and partly des
nies.  He gives as the reason of his dental that
it would muke, *the gift of' the Holy Spivie |,
somothing contingent on baptism*'  Ho onnnot
o0 how thiv o Id  be without aseribing' an
effioncy to huptism which doos not rendly beldug
to it Hero then is his trouble, Bapticm meots
him in the commission going beline the prowise
of salvation,  This he thinks will never do, |t
here meets him going before the prowdse of' the
pitv ol the Holy Spivit, and that gitt must be exe
plained wway by some means, b must wean w
wirmoulous gift, and he will not deny that it
means - the crdinney gife too,but then it is dange
ous to beliove the Intter, lest too much ellenvy
i neeribed to |»nll|ihlll‘ Thus it would |m“|«'
any one to know what his boliel in the matter
in, Ladt not strange that he ennnot see that a
positive enstotution how in  itsell’ o pPOwer noy
effiency whatever, only what it receives from the
will of him who appointed i, Ilnpt'am ol 18U
onn have no elliency
it in his nrangement to save, and us one of the
conditions to reeciving the gift of'the Loly Spivit,
whut can o man gain by so determinately Opposing
it? Hoere Fmay bo aguin ohurged with Srosting
on the terms of the commission nnd on  expross
slons fn the hook off Aets''  But 1 will Wy with
D, Cadsony ** Here then T stand entrenched, nnd
defy thoe lngenuity of earth and hell to deive me
from wy position, " |

[ am noxt ohueged with a departure fom  the
exnmple of Richnrd Watson, and Paul and even
of our Lovd Jesus for treating mysterios witl,
lovity ¢ nnd My, Davis, sooms oven savcastio when
u]mukia‘.;; ol my extraordinary |~v|‘n!.mwil\' in
sooing clearly thraugi “all mystovies' Tt s
my desivenlways to appronch the mysterics of the
Bible  with reverence nnd godly fear,"'  But
when men gather mists and  contradiotions
around God's eloarly revenled will, and  suceoed
in keeping wen in the dark whore God hae given
“ghl. whntever respeet | mny have for the men
thewselves, 1 have no reverence for thely theary,
but must exposo both it and s evil tendenay,
[ have sudd that the word nraissiva although ‘it
in the pusle nind the honst ol mystion, fndlentos
o patnt in tme as all who feason mny seo,
thud said polut cnn bo ascertained by the passngoe
or i contoxt, When the mntter In ulm'ml out My,
Davis does not ||I‘H‘\' the faet, But utill sowe
how or other | um greatly asteny e denyin
chat oternity has w boginuing, or thut the wonl
begiuning vefers to eternity, o neknowledges
that neaisNinag in the fisst of John means the
time God bogan to orente, but beonuso 1 suld
this, and that the Word was with Go « whon he
began to erento the universe, and that the Word
oreatod wll things, Tam chiarged with dishono
ing Christ, and finally with dishonoring hoth
the Fathor und the Son, that I ¢ dare to tamjer
with the vital truth that Jesus of Nosaroth |
vorily ‘the Son of the living God,"  "These
oharges are fhr more sorious than any previous
ones.  The divinity of Josus is evidently the

But i desus has plnosd,

roek on which he haw built his ehureh against
whioh the gates of hudes will not prevall, 1o
deny that Jesu ix the Son of the living  God
to reject the only Tope of o lost world,  God
himself ot the doroan deelared this great truth,
Jowuw conforsed 1t and lald down his e for e,
The Holy Spivit ; voved it in the resurrection of
Josus, Tt wan the  grand theme of apostolio
preathing, and I trust will bo my hope living
and dybge AL who apply to mo for baptism,
nre nﬂmﬁ not what emutions they have had at
ono time, or how much they have fenred and
felt at anothery but they wre asked i they now
believe with all their heart on Josus ne the Olinist
the Son of the living God,  On this confession
they nre baptised,  Every Lord's day 1 moot
with the Lond's people to worhip Josis a the
Son of God, and to remember hiv death in the
Preaking of hrends  Thus holding the divinity
and work of desus to bo the Alphin and  Omega
of Chrlstinnity, Fhenoo hold it to boe a most
griovoun and unjust ohuege that 1 dishonor Clivlst
or tnmper with the vitil teath that he {8 the
Son of the living God,  But why make such
oharge? L aek not for the motive that profors
it but only for the ground on which 1t rests,
This I ennnot ke unless he avgues thut  beenuse
the Word was with God when he began to ereate
nll things that his existence wmust bogin then,
[ thin ix the oonelusion, My, Duvis dr ws  tor
me (i most unrensonablo one, 1o sy that
the Word was with God in the begioning of
erention, does not sy the Word hegan to exist at
that beginning.=The existence of the Word like
the existence of' God has no beglning,  Henee
the word beginning ik entively excluded trom sueh
existence.  This | have shown in w former letter,
IELam guilty of tampering with this vital trath
t0 Ix Johng and so in Paukn that  passage of
unparnlelled sublimity fn the et of “Colossduns
fom the 15 to 18 verses, - WILL My, Davie withe
droy n oharge «o oviminal and s unjust 2 Phine
will tell, :
Before Mrc Davis lnys down hispen ho vopros
sents me to b s gullty ne Romuniste und Puseys
itesy dnemy determination to supplant the s
ward and spivitunl and vital veligion of the New
Testmment the only religion that can save mouls,
and subtituto an outside and empty vitunlistio
from ¢ and e more guilty foe doing this ivsinion s
LY while they do it epenly,  Ho further states
that he ix mu?«\‘ the necossity ol exploring ad
denouneing my errom ; and winds up by sying
thut 1 huve used him courteously and Jauds his
lamblike dexire wtill to reclprocate courtesion
with me.  He gives the ubove then as o Npeeis
men of Adge ecourteous trontmient, 1 shall not
complain of his treatment of me, 1 it were
wsiblo to sy still hardor things of woe a8 an
individunl, T think 1 could endure it while 1
think of Him who bore so mueh for me.  Dut
It grieves me to the heart to hear the gospel of
Christ so treateds 1t s ll\uiul'ul t believe. that
many as honest souls ue Tive on earth, who sine
cerely desire to be saved, wre keptin the dark and
tnught to belleve it dnhigerous Fitualism to  trust
in the word of Jesus and do what be tells them,
Thus looking for some great thing in themselves
instend of trusting to what Jesus bhaw done  for
them In hix denth and committing themsolyvos
with ehildlike confidence ‘o his blessed  hunds,
Why will winisters keep sinmors in the dark
andd perstnde them that 1e i unsado to do - what
Josus baw commanded them to do,  Why will
they, in the face of the Lord'™ commission nnd
the Holy Spivit's tostimony through the npostlos,
Inwist upon their feeling that they are sved
(rom their sins before they give themselves ‘n
Christ in his wppointed-way ¥ thus keoping them
i thelr sins and tenching them to rely on some
thing they feel us proof of thelr pardon fnstend
o the sure word u" Christ that can never pass
nwny, |
But hore vomes up the ohjeotion of many an
honest heart, I bollove that my slns "wore
\
pardoned belore I was baptised. ' "Well+tlot us
renson together™ on the matter,  You fele hap-
Py bolore you woere baptisged no doubt,  But did
Josur in s word tell you that he would save
youwhefore you were baptised,  Pause and axk
i what chuptor or verse did Jesus My suee he
rose from the dead that he would save any one
bolore he was baptised,  Pasdon s something
thut God does for thesinner throngh the denth of
his Son, whoen Jdesus or the Holy Spivit o the
npostles tell ue wo nre afe saved we have divine
tostimony of the faet,  Bat our foeling happy or
helng persunded that wo are saved I8 not God's
testimony that it s so,  On the dny ol Pontes
vost, when those who were plereed to the heart
heard the upostle tolling them how they would
roceive the gift ol the Holy Spivit they were glad |
not beenuse they were saved, but because they
sow and believed that they conld come o the
name ol Josus Christ wo caslly nnd be saved, and
were determined to eonie, They Tmmedintely
did what they were toldenme to the name « f th
Lowd und enjoyed pardon,  When they -henrd
wid holloved they had the Joy of antiolpation
when they mlu]v\iwl with all the terms they hiad
the joy of powsesston=the gl of the Haly h\ph'h.
So 1t v with many anxious slnnews,  They nre
troubled for their sinse  und perplexed  boenuse
they cannot seo how o be saved,  But when
they see thnt Josus died for thom and I willing
to save them, and how they «an come to him,
nnd when they make up thelr mind to Rive thems
selves to lilm, the decision is made, th’ perphexis
ty Is gone in n grent measure, and the mind  hus
. rost which 1t buw not hofore, Many are brought
to regard this ae God's testimony that they
nre suved ! and it seems very hud to them that
sny doabt should bo expressod as to thely helng
saved botore baptism, "T'hey obey the Saviour in
haptism and nre Im“ny. Thelr mistake ls loouts
ing baptism where Chiviat has not loented it, and
making thole hupry foolings instond of the words
Ol Josus the testimony of thelr pardon, They
fole huppy and - wore baptiged,  Josus sald, I
that lml!mvth and s buptized shall bo saved, He

&mtn baptinin beforo salvation, they put it after,
‘have who thus make thele happy .ﬁmllngn the

<«

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, SEPT. 15, 1869,

tostimony of thele pardon  often My they nro
nlrald they nevor wore saved atall, “Agaln they
fool protty sure thoy have been saved, that s
when they wre fn o good frwme of mind they
have littlo doubt that they have heon  saved,
But when gloom envelopes the mind they are
aftaid they have not been saved at all, Thos
though no one clso doubts their ehrlstinnlty, nid

they truly love Gad, yet through-not undorstand

Ing elonrly the mnttey, they nre deprived of muel)
of that constant pence s awsurance which flow
to the ohvistion from an Intelligont conturmity to
the will of God,

The sinner who ix convineed of hisslns and be-
Hoves and  understands the ipostlen’ dootrinee
looks to Jewur for every thing, e soes that
Jorus n the Son of the Tiving God, shiat he died
for hin sine, and  he henrs bdm sy In his word
that he enme to call sinners to ropentence, Lo
rends bdw lnst commisdon, in which Josun  tella
him hiw he will suve every slnner that comes to
him.  He belioves whnt Josus wnys and doos it
i own spivit tells him bo does thin ae o 1o
sinner having no mordt In himeelt, hut By
trusting all on the merits of dosus, pnd e Loly .
Spirit of God benrw witness nlong wit! BEc ey
that this bs ¥lght and that he fo Lo o God,
Thin muan foels hiv short ecomeoned Gty prays
wnd wteives tor more eonfirndty 10 the  divine
mind,  But he never dovbis trnt he was sved,
Heo har the word of the Lovd o osus nlways telling
him that he wor soved vid he ean turn nnd rend
that word not uuly o bdmsell ik enngive 1t to
Overy one thnt sk him as o renson of the hopoe
that s by bl with meekness and  fonr, W hilo
therelive, hie enn with umble confidence, vejoleo
ntull thnes that God haw for Chelst forglven him
hin pust wlne, he enn feel encouraged  to come
duily ‘to the throne of grmeo to- obtadd merey for
hin duily short eotngs and find groco  to - holp
in thme of need,

My heart's desive and pryer to God s that
theé people mny . onndidly  and - prayerfully ex-
nmine these things by the word of God, and
net necording to that word which shall judge
us all in the last day,

® l'\rutvnmll‘\' YOUTH,
A D, Urawronn,
New Glazgow P, I, 1 August 27th 1800,

For.the Cheistinn Murpenger,

I'TEMN FROM MAINE, UN,
Mv, Editor

Since | lnst penned u fow ftems of nows from
this reglon down East, I lave been busy In ate
tending publio  meotings, hoesldes
pastoral lahour,

About three weeks ago, excerclsos of Colhy
Univorsity took placp before an unusunlly lnrge
audiences,  There were two attrnetions this sen
son, hesides the ovdinary o ox, one was the ora-
torc WO R Alger of Boston, The eholee of this
goutleman of the Unitarlan Chureh lad  oxe
olted some  contraverse§ in the publio  Jours
ndee 16 waw regarded avn departure from Baps
tint usngon,  But_he gavoe satisfhotion an to the
theme he prosontod=vig, Patelotiam ;. which he
tronted inon very geaceful “wanner.  The  Poom
on Shoddy was hy Rev, 1. Brown, of Mnss,
there were some hits whieh some did not rolish,
The other ntteaction was the dodlention of the
bonutiful Memorinl Hall==ereeted to the Meory
of thowe Students who headed the nntion's ol
for soldiors and who fell In battle, Rev, Dr,
Bosworth, femerly of this state hut now  of
Muwe, dolivered nn wblo oration on the War nnd
Eduention,  The Prayer of Dedlontion wiw  of!
fored by Rov, A, K P, Sndl, of Portland, This
Hadl conta nw w Chapel and memortal Hall, — In
n fine tower there I room for 30,000 volumes
(or the Libmrey, There wre other rooms, th
whole stracturewlieitod gront pralso from  eom
potent judges,  Tho entive oost of the Ballding
b been mdsed belng £30,000,  Ganldno Colby
gy the munifloent patron of the university
gives §500 o yoar for ten yours to ho devoted - to
the purehusoe of books for  the Libeary, elovon
Students gradunted ; some off whom will enter
Upon-n course of study for the ministry, - Quite
n lurge number of minkstors and felonds  wore
prosent,

Also the Ist Daptist Chavel s dedlentod Jis
bhenutitul house of worship costing  ®75,000,
The Indofitigable pastor prenched o viry np
]sl'ﬂh\‘lult' seron on the oceasion,

performing

Your o HEOA-
pondent had the pleasurve ol pronching In the
butlding and found it excellently adnpted for the
volee, 0 magnifleont organ In the renr of the
winister kends out ts full tone of ““""",\‘( Pl
Freo Street Chureh _Portland, have mnle very
deslenble alterations In thele Chureh and have
T ontered It for worship,

The Cumberland Asooclatlon hold s 58
Anniversary ot “Harpswoll on Aug, 2420,
This ohureh 1 on w neck of land that ransahonot
15 milew out Into the sea, It s n chiveming Wl
s gum“y muember of delegnton  nssembled and
the writer pronched the amsocl tlonnl sermon on
The tmportance of (with In - profossing  the  pes
liglon of Jesus,  The Doctelnnl Sormon  was
prenohod by Rev, A, K., P, Small, on, The soul's
urgeney dn it own convemslon, 1t was much likel,
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Other sormons woro prenched by Rov, Dr, Muson
of Mass,, 1. Loland of Topshawm, and De, Riokor,

Y I
J!'o

}
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of the Mothodist |‘2'»im'n|:u| Chureh -1t

Speeches wore mado on difforent subjocts, The
stite o veliglon In the Churehes, hax not heen
vory tlourlshing during the yony- only ahout 80
baptisms roported, Minlstors hoye migeated and
an unusual numboer of denths o' muoh I'ON)
mombers huve ocomrred,  Sensons of refvoshing
wore enjoyed nt the rnl‘ly morning prayer moeet.
Ingey and during the devotional exercises ol ¢l

weted

L)
‘\llmu‘l'ul‘-uli

In Compmy with a Ministerial  brothos |
teavell d by onmw to o Place enlled  Rendflold,

nent by s the Ladlew Sominnry under the nunploes

i nfine
largo brlok bullding and s well patronised, W
rode by stago thsugh  some plensant weonory,
wnd found wuiwoives doposited a6 the head of
n e sheet ol water enlled o pond  but large
cnatgh w be enlled 0 ke,  The Unlon Meoting
house wtands on the npland from which one onn
have nn oxeollent view of the marrounding country
Wo et with o warm welcome found thnt they
orgindsod the Assoclation nnd hnd an exoellont
sermon preached hy Rev, W, I, sargent on the
Prodignls roturn, At the eirnest request of
[riends, your corvespondent prenchod the  Awsos
elationnl vermon to w ehureh well fiHled—wuhjoot
wnrrost work Jor the cavse of Chrige,"! :
Noxt dny \\‘mlm'mln‘\'. WO Nermons  were
prenchod, very good and approprinte, Npeechos
wore mnde By, belnlf of the Home Misslons-

Baptist Eduention Noviety and Forolgn Misstons,

In the evening o very hl"’l"‘!(‘llﬂ '“N'”“R Wil
held; when the Suhlith Sehool ehildren thvoured
e With some that  wtivred
sl The  following  subjects  elloited

mliu‘m;{ mMH':-w.‘;

Moot sdngs ouy

Koo
The neid of preparation
on the part ol teachors for thely work ; 'l
eheoumging ~axpeets  of - the little ohurches
i the  Awssoclntion § Perwonal responsibility 3 .
What ean he done  to devote the standard of
ploty nmong us?  Op 'l’lun'mluy morning elosed
the fourteenth nuniversary-of this venerble An
soclntton,— This Assoolation 1y groatly i noed of
r-t‘\t‘l‘u| qu |‘m.lu|‘n e wWe lm\n im'u.rmn(
churehed  now “ without

he

them, soveril pawtors
having been culled to larger ohurehes in Muws,,
and one to Rhode Island,  The pustor of the
ehureh ot Mount Vernon I doing n good work and
W vory muohi hol ved, Mo went ffom Colhy
Univereity to tenoh during a vaeation nnd oos
ensonndly prenched, and God blossed his la

wour
whieh l‘vnnlh‘tl i n onll to the |mnlu|'nh'.

A Minisgren,

For the Qhmstinn Mo nger,

IN MEMORIAM. o
Warren Tuomas,
u|'1‘Imw~n1-|mrl. Annapolis Co,, died at hin

rerldenco on the 20vd Inst,, In the T4th yoar of
hin ngo, ;

In the enrly |u\l'!' ol his 1o ho united with the
Wosloyan Mothod st soclety, of which he re.
muined an aetive and worthy momber till his

romovil by death, In the community where he

reslded an weoll as In other ploces whore he ooon.

sonally teavelled, ho was known s I Plous,

netlve, nnd warmshearted man, In the Prayoer

meeting, In the soclal eleele, nnd whereyep ho
might be, hiv thewme was the wonders of pee
demption through Josus Chrlst, :

Hiw oheintinn sympathlo s wnd Inbours wore hy-
no tmonns confined to the denomination to whiol
he belonged,  To the humble oheistinn of what.
Over nnme he wie ready o extend the hand of
fellowalibp, wnd to throw the welght ol his Inthu-
ence Into the senle of' religlon,

I the -providence of God It was 1wy painful
|vl'i\i|m;v O Withoss my ithor's Im-t.lmul‘u on
enrthy nnd uslde from those foelings of fillal al.
footion entertained for him, 1 mny be o pormitted
to may that dyring the last fow days of his lif,
nllh»mgh his' sulli PFINEN Wore \c';‘\ Kvere, hiws
fdth was unwaverbng, and his 'iu.\" wir the joy
of telamphse Ho could say In the langunge of
thio n|m~|||'. ) llwlill‘\\‘)n'l'h i thy rtiug'.’ ()
grove wheeo v thy vietory 9 “l'llh']'ul'(lll‘l‘
though ot an adyanced nge, I lnmented hy the
community wherd he lived, and by a lurgo olrele
of relutives and Mlonds, May s exemplary
e und happy death bo the means of lendin,
wnny to embrace the Saviour, and devote theme
wolves to Lis nul\h'v. I~ ll’f:\}" humhble Py o,

5o

Josrn Tiosas,

.\lu.!. ”ll.kN NTONACIH,

Wile of My, Mujor  Stonnceh, of

Molvern

;.\'.‘nuvn Wilmaot, |»|‘-||'t'nm-t| mith In Christ and

Candted witha Baptist Churoly DY yours ngo,

oy '
| Mo wos ennhlod |l.\' grnce divine to Iu!nru Lior

!
6

|

leni-an Wonin,

|

‘ t'lutll‘;'l.\' fin e,

|

i

profession to the elose of e, Hey uniform de.

portment was that of o u|«|h'l. |s|'mlmn

}

) and

Sinter N was eallod ¢ yiullor distpossing Hness,
expecinlly hy """ll"“' nhout four yonrs,  During
nearly the  wholo of the last Yenr hoy wlght
Hornooumulated nfMiotfons wore
endured with Chreistiun fortitude and ox mpnlry
pationco,  The visits of her PAREOE  WOrO 0011
stantly recelved with ploasire and  gratitude,
Stendtiwt rellunce on her beloved saviour, with

| n cheoring hope of dwelling with Him, sustained

'“’l'c




