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RELIGIOUS AND GHENKRAL

“ Mot slothful in busiuess : fervent in spirit,”

eESENTE,

FAMILY NEWSPAPER.
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© Poetep,

SONG OF THE OLD DECANTER.
There was an old docan-
tor, and its mouth »°
gaping wide ; the
rory wine had
obbed awny
and left
ity orys-
tal wideo ¢
and the wind
wont  humming,
humming--
up ane
down the
sides it low,
and through the
reod-like,
hollow neck
the wildest notes it
blew, 1 placed it in the
window, where the blust was
blowing free, nnd fancied that it
palo mouth sung the queerest straine
to we. ' They tell mo-—=puny oun-
querors ! =the l’{u wo has slain his ten,
and  War his hundred thousands of “the
vory best of men; but I"-'twas thus
the hottle  spoke < “but 1 have con.-
quered more, tham wll your famous con-
querors, 0 feared wnd  fawmed- of yore,
Phen come ye youth and maidens,
come drink, from out ll{ oup, the
beverage that dulls the brain and
hurns the spirit up; that puts to
shame the conguerors thatslay their
seores helow { for this hasdeluged
millions with the lava.tide of
woe, Though in the path of
battle darkestwavesofbl'd
may roll;yet while T kill-
od the body, I have
ours'd the very soul,
The cholera, the i
; swordsuch ruin ‘ ‘
never wmuglot. as 1, in miv
malice, on the innocent have brought,
And still | breatho upon thew, and thoy
shrink befure my breath | and year by year my

thousands tread the dismal read to death,"

- -

N a—

e e el s s S S -

il eligions,

For thejClivistian Messouger,
THOUGHTS ON ROMANS ot 0, 4

¢ Know ye not, that so many of us as were bap.
teed futo Jesus Chirl-t wera baptized uto his death ¢
thoretore we wre buried with h'm by baptism unto
duoath,” &e,

Mr. Kdior=

Conooiving that the following observa.
tions, copied from the Spiritual Mu.gulilw.
are caleulated to impress on the minds of
bolievers, a sense of their priviloges and
obligations as represontod in the significant
ordinance of baptism, I request their in-
sortion, if approved, in your valuable pe.
riodical,

Yours truly,
J. T, G

My, Rutherford, in his Thoughts on Bap.
tinm, pago 62, says, ** In short, the obser.
vation of baptism, is an apen deolaration
of u fixed fuith in Christ Jesus, and an en.
tire devotion of the subject to the service of
the T'riune God.  Tn this solemn ordinance,
we assert Christ to be our Prophet, that
hauth taught us the things concerning the
Kingdom of God ; Our Priest, who hath
mado an atonement for us ; and our King
who is to rule, govern and defend us ; oth.
orwiso our submission is only w blind obe-
dience; for the Father and his ways are
only known to such as have a revelation of
both from the Son. In this koly institution
we profess to olaim. God for our father,
hushund and friend,  Our father who hath
made ample provision, and now prepared us
for and granted free admittance to thewehil.
dren's bread.  Our hushand, in whom we
jossess all things, and are now brought
lumm to enter upon the enjoyment, Our
friend, with whom we tuke sweet counsel,
and in fellowship with whom we have groat
delight, In baptism we declaro that weare
wnufmd with the washing of rq;enoution
and enlivened by the renewing of the Holy
Ghost ; for they must bo clean, who come
into the sanctuary of God, and alive, be«
fore they can walk in his commandments
blameless, Moreover, in this ordinance we

Flalifaax, Nova Scotin,. Wednesday,

profess to beliovo with all our hearts, that
tho Lord is our portion, his people our peo-

- | ple, and his ways our ways; therefore, with

all our souls, we devete ourselves wholly
to God, for this weighty reason, we are not
our own, but bought with-a prico ; also with
a firm resolution==to observe whatever he
hath commanded, and with this importaunt
prayer that he would enable us to spend
the residue of our days to his honor and
glory. '

For if our miuds be exercised, and faith
employed during the administration of this

| signifioant solemuity, wo cannot but be im-

pressod with the bitter baptism of our Sa-
viour's salutary sufterings, when he was
immerged in sin, overwhelmed in wrath,
and plunged in the dopth of agonies for us.
Thus while wo are indulged_ with soul-révi-
ving views of our Mather's love, and hoart
nffecting prospeots of our Saviour's suffor.
ings, wo vannot but long and pray, for the
Holy Ghost to lead us into groon pastures,
and beside the still waters : so that wo may
drink deeper into the love of Jesus, and
Lohold his beauty through the windows,
while ho shows his glory through the lat-
tice. - Thig boing granted, in baptism we
view the death of our surety, making atone-
mont for our sins=his grave in which our
ﬁuilt is buried, aud his resurrection, where.
y wo enjoy the justification of life, In
this figurative fountain,we behold the stream
of grave, proceeding out of the throne of
God, and the Lamb, and flowing into our
souls, in virtue of the death, burial and re-
surrootion” of Jesus ; and ave led by faich
to see o death to sin in our intellectual
powers - the-old man buried, and the new
man in Christ rising to holiness of life,—
We have a prospect of the baptism of suf.
forings, to which we are oullm} as pilgrims
of Jusus. - Nor does this grieve or disturh
our apirits, while we behold the eternal God
our refuge, and his everlasting arm our sup
porte - The entive bathing of our bodies La
wator reprosouts the bathing of our souls in
the bood of the Lamb, In going down into
the water we Lave a lively sonse of our im.
plantation into Christ, and of sinking doop-
er into the love of God, which flows  from
thoe fulness ofthe Farurnr, Sox, and Hony
Guose,  In passing through the eloment,
we have a sweot symbol of our translation
out of the kingdom of darkness into the
Kingdom of God's dear Son. Ta comin
up out of the water, wo have the joyt\n
prospect of w complete deliverance from all
sin and sorrow; together with a triumphant
resurreotion from thoe grave of corruption,
and an abundant entrance into the kingdom
of bliss and glory, Finally, whatevor is
nocessary to qualify a sinuer for commu.
nion with Gon in his house below, is rep-
resented in baptism: as whatover is noces
sary to qualify a suint for communion with
Gon in his house above, is represented in
the Lord's SBupper,  They are outward and
visible signs of the real substance, and
cannot possibly be of the least advantage
to the soul, turther than faith is concerned
and the understanding employed to behold
the glory signified,  Thus while we rejoive
in the blossing, and feed thereon uurm:{w,‘
wo profess to others our confidence in, and
devotednéss to the great Turer.an-oNk,
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For the Christian Messenger,
PEN SKETCHEN.NO. 1%,
Loavins,

In this active world of ours one would

naturally expect man (giftod with powors of

mind) very nctive, in harmony with .all
around him.  Stars and suns working—
olouds aud winds==storms and hurricanes
busy in the great luboratory of nature, soil
soods, flowers, und trees working —prinoi-
ples of truth and error leavening minds and
moulding characters, and yet wo find such
anomalios iu this working world of ours
who may bo called Loafers, They do not
soom to have any ennobling ambition, nor
any stiv in their sluggish life. They look
out from their Castle -of Indolence upon
the busy world with sleepy cyes, o hago
sooms to be before them, an inertness the
charaoteristio of their being. In the church
of Christ we find them—though they bhave

March

a kind of indistinet sonse of their relation
(to Christ, that thoy are bought with a price,
yot they do not realizo the forco ot the
' natural sequonce of it, that thoy glorify God
with their bodies. Thoy are like logs
floated on the stroam of ciroumstances and
somotumes they are loft high and dry, while
religious thought and foeling pows in the
direction of action, in behalf of procious
souls’ deliverance. To draw the most
charitable conclusion we oan, they seom to
consult their own ease,  They dyn't like to
be disturbed., They are content to enjoy
all the priviloges : they have taken a tiv{u:t
through to heaven,  As to work, why, that
is out of the question, 'Lhey want to en-
Joy an Klysium in this world, Their resi.
dunco is i the immediate vicinity of the
Poot's ** Sloopy Hollow." Would that wo
oould see them with the stiv of life in their
soul, and it 'would be manifest in their ao-
tiony ==

In the world's broad fleld of battle,
In the hiveuno of Lile ;

Be not like dumb, deiven cattle,?
Be a hero in the strife,

Trust no future, howe'er pleasant,
Lot the dead past bury it dead,

Act—aot in the Livitig presont,
Honrt within, and God o'erhead,
: Jonn,

s

For the Christian Messenger.

REVISION OF THE ENGLISH
SURIPTUREN,

Neo. 1.

The hopelessness of the projoot of unit.
ing all denominations in the work of re.
viuhlf the uglish Soriptures, foroes us to
the inguiry, whother the work is really
noeded, and, if so, how can it be suocoss
f\lll‘y aocomplished,

Thoe nooed of the work is teo frequently
takon for grantod, It is-assumed by many
that it is o very eansy undortaking for sohol-
ars to correot all the ervors and supply the
defects of the Common Version, and that
it stands upon the samo footing as othor
works which require only learning and skill
to translate acourately, And the same
arguments aro somotimos used for a faith-
fur Knglish vorsion of the Sacred Sorip.
tures, us would be employed ou behalt of
a fuithful publieation of Homor's Lliad or
Viegil's dueid. © But the casos are widely
ditfforent, i

If the Bible wore morely a toxt-book of
vroligion or morality, reasons abound for
prosorving it as it is.  Suppose that it dooes
differ in numorous instanoces from the |le.
brow and Grock originals, in the main it
agrovs with them. If a dootrine is in some
!u noos obsoured by an imperfeot translation,
n other places it shines out elearly, 1f er
rors of fuots exist, truths supevabound. 1f
faults aro apparont, beautios are wult
pliod, '

And the version is now established.—
Millions read it.  T'ho churches of the suints
are odified, and sinnors wre converted, by
its tonchings,  To disturb it, exoitos preju-
dice and opposition, asud may, in some in.
stances, unsettle the faith of weak minds.
Why not let well enough alone, and do
all the good you can with the book as it
is ¢

Those and many other arguments could,
with o strong show of reason, e urged in
the ouse supposed, But the real cuse is of
another charaotor,

The Authorof the Book, and four rola.
tious to Him, must be regarded,

The nature and character of the commu.
nications, and their value to men, must be
taken into aocount,

The eftects of the -errors and imperfoc.
tions oxisting can not be overlooked.

The influence of the principles involved
in the work of revision, upon the minds of
God's people and the world,

Tho results of rovision already realiznd ;
and the prospective results, among all na-
tions. x
All these and many other subjects of in.
vostigation are /naturally suggested,
Jursue the uumhuﬂou.nt’vmvﬁ
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Lot us glance over them oursorily.

ticlos,
The Author of the Book is the same
Being who made all things and by whom
all things subsist, through whow alone we
*nmj nu'\"tlnug. and ou whom we depend
or all things.  In it e reveals himuself.w=
Suppose that thore was only one mistake in
the book, and that mistake concealed or ob.-
soured His Godhoad, Take for iustance 9
Petor i, 1, whoere ocours in the Common
Vorsion the phrase : ** God and our Savior
Jesun Christ,”
deemer knows, as all soholars know, that
the original Greok says: * OQur Gop AxD
Savior, Jesvs Cunise " would he be wil

Hling to conoeal this fact from all who read

the Hible by votaining the old erroneous
translation?  Would any arguments of ea-
pectiency satisty him thus to dishonor Him
who'had come from his throne of gl Y, W
sumod our nature, suffered and died for
us? ’
~ Our rolations to Ilim are of the most
influontial charaoter,  We are his oroatures,
his subjocts, his vodeomed, Lo has pardon.
od us as tebels, rostored us to favor, called
us his friends, adopted us iato his family.
Weo owe everything to Him, Shall wohit{u
his greatnoss aud hise glory from the world
Shall wo not rather make every saorifice to
rovoal thom moro olearly ?

What directions does He

)

give in such
CUSON |

At the close of the Rovelation
Ho says: I testify to overy one that hears
the words of the prophecy of this book, if
any ono shall add to thew, God will add to
him the plagues that are written in: this
books and it any one shall take away from
the words of the book of this prophecy,
God will take away his part from the tree
of life, and out of the holy city, which are
writton of in this book.” .

_ The communications conveyed te ourrace
in_the Saored Soriptures, are of infinite
value. The wisdom of Jehovah could not
add nuythiu;f to vender it more iwmportant,
that wen should study and believe the
words of revelation, T'heir immortal inte-
POALY dv\mml upon them,

Mistikos in suoh matversare of the high-
o8t consoquonce,  Krror here may be etor.
nal vuin,  Ttis not a certain sufoguurd,
!llul i some part of the book o dootrine
tmportant to man is olearly revealed in this
translation, ify, in another part, where the
original is clear, ervor or u{mmu‘ily porverts
or ooncoals the truth to the ordinary reader.
Ho way stumblo and fall over the defeotive
translation,

Wy g L

Nor s it sufficiont that some commentary
may explain the fault and furnish the prop-
or roudering. He wmay nover see a com-
mentary on the passage.
~ Hundvods have lived in sorrow and died
in \‘hm Wir on account of the word ** daw-
nation" in 1 Cor, xi,, 20,

Thousands have become infidels in con.
KOquenae of false translations of the Old
Fostameont aud in the New.

Bofore examiniug the influence of the
principles involved in revision, we shall here
\ntroduce some of the comparisons between
translations in the Common Version and in
the Revised Testament und Gonesis and
Jab, as published by the Bible Union,

Wi L Wyokow,
| ('m‘rmluuulauy Seorelary.
No, 32 Great Jones Street, New )'m'./.'.

BEAUTIFUL INCIDENT.

A rare and  boautiful incident oocurred
last wook on Monday evening in  Detroit,
at the closing services of the ordination of
Hro, Young as pastor of the German Ihtp~

tist. Church. The congregation were re.
quosted to sing the Doxology,

“ Pralse God from whom all blossings flow,"
to the tune of (M4 4
present, Germans, Iy and Awmericans,
and they all united in singing it ewch in
their own tongue, It was o fmulllmll and

harmonious blonding of differont languages
in one sentiment and voleo, showing im-

To ! harmonivs of Heaven,

mattors at : an lucident never occurred before,
ongth would indefinitely extond theso ar-'truly affecting,

pressivoly how God is bringing the nations
of the carth together, and what will be the
Perlinps just sucly
[t was

If any friend of the Re- -

'l‘llul‘n weoere




