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The Apostle Paul, a man of extraordin-
ary powers, exclaimed, in view of the mani-
fo{d and arduous duties of the minister of
Christ, “Who is sufficient for these things®"
But though the work is great and the obli
gation life-long, {ot it should be the aim of
every man who has been divinely -called
thereto, to realize fully all the duties requir
ed of him, and to seek for success in dis-
oharging them.

Ministerial labor may be divided into
two principal branches, viz. Preaching and
Visiting. A brief consideration of the
latter is tho object of this paper.

In the first place let us on}&euvour to ase
certain the teaching of Soripture in refer-
onoe to Pastoral visitation, Unless it ap-
pears evident that it is a positive duty de-
volved upon us by the most sacred obliga-
tions it will be very apt to be neglected.
There may be those who do not recognize
it as really belonging to the ministerial
office, or else regard it as not very impor-
taut.

In appealing to the word of God we find
that it is rather implied in a principle than
laid dowu in e s commands. ‘The
minister of Christ lives to be the means of
saving souls ; that is the great object.of his
thoughts, efforts and prayers,and therefore
he will not ecoufine his efforts to one chunuel
but will eagerly seek for various and fre.
quent opportunities for presenting the gospel
of the grace of God In Paul's parti
address to the Ephesian Elders he seeks
to impress upon them the necessity of
oleaving unto the religion which they had
received, by referring to his own ecarnest-
ness and constancy in communicating un-
to them its holy truths. He says * Ye
know how I kept back notbing that was
profitable unto you, but have showed you
and have taught you publickly and from
house to house.”” We cau scarcely imagine
auy of the Apostles being contented with
proclaiming the glorious gongel only oun the
Sabbath day. To preach Christ was their
cvcrg day work, and the fact that it would
not be convenient every day to gather an as-
sombly, would lead them to seek for hearers
in private.

he words ** Overseer’ and * Pastor”
imply more than is realized by the preach-
ing of the gospel in public only. A faith-
fufuhephor does not merely provide pas-
turage for his flock, but is careful that each
and all partake of it. Ho attends them
with constant care, guides them with pru-
dence, guards them with a watchful eye,
and continually seeks their safety and com-
fort. So, the spiritual duties which these
servioes represont cannot be fully discharg-
ed by simply pr«uohiuf the word iu publie,
'Phe winis'er who would be a ** pastor” in-
deed, must be acquainted with his people,
not only as a class, but individually, and
must asoertain their feelings, personally, on
the subject of religion. He must be their
faithful guide and oconstant friend, cowm-
forting them iu sorrow, warning them
in danger, aud directing them in perplex-
ity.
yThe writer of the Epistile to the Ie.
brews when enjoining upon his readers the
duty of submission to pastoral authority,
enforoes it by the thought that in the ex-
orcise of that authority the elders ‘* watch
for the souls’’ of their people ** as they-that
must give nocount,” These words evident-
ly refer to a more frequent and thorough
attention to the spiritual wants of a people
than can be given upon one day in seven,
and & moro intimate acquaintance with their
religlous condition than can be obtain.
ed by meeting them only in the publio
assembly.

It is probable that those ministors who

have been most successful in the Lord's
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work have been the most assiduous ip the We will now consider some of the advan.
discharge of this duty ; and that, as a rule, tages avising from the faithful performance
those who visit most regularly and faith- of this work.
reap the largest harvest. But note’ Tho primary advantage is cortainly the
wit atanSing the _sucoess which rewards salvation of souls. Dr. Wayland, in his
labor of this kind, it is doubtless regarded ** Ministry of the Gospel,” makes tho fol.
by some as irksome : they would far. rather lowing statenient. *‘ So far as I have
study and preach than visit. We must re- known the events that have led to conver.
member, however, that it is not always the sion, I have observed, specially of late,
most inviting labor which is the most pro- l that a much largor number has been led to
fitable. . :refloction by private conversation than by
There are difficulties connected withgthis ' public ministrations.”  Aftor relating o
branch of ministerial servico, some of which | conversation in which a strangor npgt‘l\ ed
may here be pointed out. to him on the subject of religion when a
lyu the first place, it is hard work. In young man, he adds, ** T was then, as I have
order to perform it with impartiality all the 9lwnya been,in the habit of attending preach-
families of the church a.ns vongregation | ing of the gospel; but I can remember no
should be visited; and to be made profita- sermon that ever left on my mind sv deop
ble in the, highest degree, each individual | an impression as that half hour's conversa.
ought to be personally ‘addressed. In a tion.” He also finds the principal cause of
field of consi erable sigze this involves a | SUCCESS in whming gouls to Christ not in
great deal of toil. If oue inthe course of| reater preaphing talents, nor in brilliant
|an afternoon visits five or six familios, and | intellectual d“’r‘l“)'?- nor in elegant writing
'in each one converses as far as possible but in devout, hum'le, persevering efforts,
with individuals, and also reads the Serip- and especially in pastoral wisitation, I'rob-
tures and offers prayer, he performs an ably tho expericuce of every servant of
amount of labor t at e‘oeed. the toil of an l Christ has led to the convietion that- while
ordinary Sabbath day. And to resume the the public proclamation of the Gospel. is
samo thing the -vext day and the next, all-important, yet private appeals to indivi-
month after month, makes far greater de. duals frequently sink deeper into the
mands on his energies than all his pulpit heart than other comwmunications and lead
offorts. to greater results, :
There is another difficulty which is prob.| 1t has been said by an eminent divine
ably experienced by men of a studious or| that *a house-going minister will make a
|lit.anry tarn of mind, and those who feel | church going people.” -How frequently this
the need.of continually replenishing: their has been verified, when, on-the first Sun-
mental resources. If they visit.much they day after a family has been visited which
are obliged to devote time to it, which they before neglected the public means of grace
long to employ in- pursuing investigations they have been seen ocoupying a place in
which a course of stndy enabled them mere- the house of God! = Aud in many casey if
ly to commence. They have obtained ‘ho‘there is o falling off in their attendance a
key to iuterestin am{ profitable depart- visit from the minister is all that is requir-
and now are unable for want of time to| Ways of filling our places of worship with
proceed furthur with those inquiries. A hearers. One is by the exercise of elo-
thirst for knowledge was awakened which | quence and brilliant talents and the other
' must remain ungratified. A brother often | bY Visiting punctually and, faithfully. The
looks, it may be, upon his Hebrew Biblo, employment of the former means is restrict.
inn allowable study surely for a minister, | od to a favored olass of which a Spurgocn,
and longs to read it, and obtain light on|® Beecher, and a Punshon are the repro.
obscure passages, but it takes more time to sentatives, but the latter means are within
| rond it than the English, and so he is ob-. | the reach of all, :
liged to let it remain on the shelf, while he One of "l‘°““?"' blessed possessions of
'hopes for better days. He purchases ® servant of Christ is the love and esteem
‘books, expecting to read them, but months of his people. What a solace in sorrow,
pass away and still they are unsealed. News. what a support in toil, to have an assurance
apers accumulate until some violent storm | that he occupies a place in the warm affec,
oeps him in doors and gives him time to | tons of those to whom he ministers in holy
glance over them, but ff the storm does things, and they are ready to stand by him
‘not ocour, and no other circumstance hap- nobly in all his difficulties | Probably the
pens, to break the routine, and give him most effective weans of obtaining this de-
'a little leisure, he finds himself falling fat | sirable end, is to visit them in their howes,
'behind in & knowledge of what is transe aympathi:e with them in trial, manifest a
piring in the world. To have but little or sinoeio interest in their tomporal. wolfare,
uo time for reading and study, must be a and an anxious solicitude for t.buir eternal
sore trial to a man of intellectual vig- happiness. People may admire a mun's
or. Krenohmg. and, at the same time, have no
There are also some minor dificulties in- | beart-felt attachment to him, while, he
harent in the work of p“tor.l vi.it‘tion. 'hq visits hle ﬂOOk. ﬂnd. plouuro in their
One thut must h.ve bean e‘perienoed by l0.0lOtyq .nd I8 one Wit-h them .W“h()uto low-
all is the difficulty of seeing the male mem. | ¢TI the godly character of his office, will
bers of the church and congregation. They be loved and revered by them, whether he
aro gonerally at their places of business in a very acoeptable preacher or not. Prob-
'or engaged o their farms, or elsewhere at | ably there is no part of a ministor's work,
|a distanoce from home, and cannot be seen | the neglect of which, gives rise to so much
oxoept in the evening, at which time the dissatisfaction as this. How far this dis-
winister is engaged in religious meetings, or ! Matisfaction is justifiable is a question.
devoting his time to his family. Itis prof- | People often expeot too much of their minis-
itable o? courso to visit those members of | ter. They do not know tho manifold cares
the congregation who may be sees, and and duties that divide his time. However,
converse with his children, but it is ver | one of the surest ways to sooure their love
| desirable to have the head of the household i8 o visit them,
and the elder sons present jto hear your in. Wo might also spoak of the advantage
structions. |to the minister himself in enabling him
The following difficulty is probably felt to preach with more life, und more
only in cities and towns. On fine .ﬂer..dh'ﬁot application to the state of his

noons & minister's visits are very likely| people. 'To find out the actual condition
of ‘ones hearers, so as to become deeply

to be interrupted by what are known as fash-
jonable calls, Any one who has experienc: interested in their spiritual state must be an
invaluable preparation for the pulpit. He

od it knows what a hindrance it is to his .
religious exercises to have gay or fashion- | whose subjects and thoughts for preaching,
able  people intru ding just at the time when 8F¢ all obtained in the study, muy produce
he may have the family collected and lis- & very good sermon, but it is not likely to be
tening to the all-important truths of the the one his people need.

Gospel. Of ocourse the du&y must bo per-| In conclusion, a few suggestions may be
severed in despite these hindrances, and if a offered in roference to the performance of
minister accredits himself by faithfulness and this important duty. o
constanoy as & true man of God, people| It m%ht be found beneficial, whenover
will in time learn the solemn object of his practicable, to announce beforehand one's
visits, and be oareful to allow him to per- intention to visit in such a part of his fleld
form his duties without interruption. at a certain time. The people would thus

|
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be expecting him,and it might often prevent
other enagments, on their part, interfering
with their duty to their pastor, and thereby
thwarting the object of g\is visit,

Again, ns o rule, lot pastoral visits be
short, 'This is somotimes difficult, but the
advantage {s manifold. In the first place,
the shorter the{ are the more pointed they
must necessarily be, and the conversation
is not so apt to dogencrate into gossip.
The all-important subject ought to be intro-
duced as soon as possible after entering
the house in oczder that other and per.
haps trifling ones may pot preoccupy the
mind. The fpeop)o will thus see that their
spiritual welfare is uppermost in their pas-
tor's thoughts. Christian politeness will
teach & man of refined mannors to accom-
pany his instruction with kind inguiries
concerning tho health and prosperity o}' those
whom he visits, and will prevent him mak-
ing his communioations”appear abrupt or
unattractive, Wisdom is required to per-
sue u course between sternness on the one
hand, and undue garrulity on the other.
While h» goes as an ambassador of Cheist
he must algo go as a Christian friend, The
Master's example tenches this. Again, the
shortuess of the visits will give an oppor-
tunity for a greater number, thus leavin
more time at the minister's disposal for
other duties. Moreover, the shorter and
more animated his visits are the more they
will be relished by the people.

It is not well to wait to be asked to
read the Scriptures and pray. Itis dosir-
ablé of course for the houdy of the family
to propose it, but if, after spending a rea-
sonable amount of time in religious conver-
sation, he does not, the minister should en-
gago in the exercise without delay. The
practice of some brethren in this respeot ren-
ders the duty easy, and satisfactory, They
oarry & pooket Biblo; and when ready to
read they ocall the attention of the family
to the word of truth, without being obliged
to wait until doubtful search is made for a
Bible or part of one which may not con.
tain the portion they wish to road.

The Divine Word says ** In the mornin
sow thy seed and in the ovening withhol
not thine hand: for thou knowest not
whether shall prosper either this or that, or
whither thoy both shall be alike good.”
In nature, the most quiet and steady influ.
encer or foroes generally produce the grand.
ost and most abiding results, So with
unostentatious, perserving efforts in this
sphere of Christian labor—the results will
be great as the salvation of souls, and last
ing as eternity.

MANY WAYS OF DENYING
CHRINT,

Bishop Hebor said 1= It is u fatal mis.
tako to suppose that there can be no apos-
taoy from Christ where we are not absolutely
called on to deny his name, or to burn in.
cense to an idol, Woe deny our Lord when.
over, like Domas, we through love of this
present world forsake the course of duty
whioh Christ has plainly pointed out to us.
Wo deny our Lord whenever we lend the
sanction of our countenance, our praise
or oven our silence, to measures or opin-
ijons which may be popular or fashion-
able, but which we ourselves believe to
be sinful in themselves or tending to sin.
We deny our Lord whenever we forsake
a good man iu affliction, and refuse to give
countenance, encouragement and support
to those who, for God's sake and for the
faithful discharge of their duty, are expos-
od to persecution and slander.
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CRYSTAL MOUNTAINS.

i

In the roglonn of perpotual winter,
beautiful crystal mountaius, oalled glaciers,
are formed io vast numbers, sud of remark-
able size and shape.

In January, on tho const of Gresnland,
tho sea froeses, filling the deep dark inlets
of water with piles of white and glistening
{00 ; these are inoreased, duy after day, by
the waves, as thay rise and freeze around

‘them, and dashed by strong winds up the

sides of these ioy mountains, rise higher
and higher under the cold sky and glitter-
ing sun of the frigid sone.




