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For the Ohristian Messengor,

ONTARIO CORRESPONDENCE,
Ontario Baptist Missionary Convention, The

Ministers' Institute, Interest and success of
M:n Av;em‘ugn. The Home Mission work 3/

the year, Large subsemption for Foreign
Mission, &,

The Annual Cunvention of the regular Bap-
tiste of Ontarlo In  Woodstook, and the Anni.
ve.sariew of the various Socleties which took
place in conneotion with it, have just closed, |
trust the readers of the Messenger ave sufficiently
interested in the welfure of thelr Baptist broth-
ren and the progrows of Baptist prinoiples, in
this part of the Dominion, to warrant me in
giving some brief account of these meetings, 1
do #o the more cheerfully, in the hope that I
may thereby be able to contributo my mite

- towards bringing about that better acquaintance

ship botween the members of the body in the
various quarters of the Domivlon, which seoms
to bo earnostly desired on all hands, The limit.
od space that I onn venture to ank for will enable
mo to give only a briel outline of proceedings
in this letter. In subsequent ones I may, pers
haps, be permitted to refor more at length to
some of the more Interesting foatures nnd évents
of the occasion, ‘

Tho Ministers' Institute, whioh was summoned
to hold ite first wession on the Thursday | re-
ecding the 20th Oct,, the day appointed for the
¢pening of the Convention, bide fair to be, to
upe an expression not strikingly original, * o
great succoss, ''  Ite originators and promoters
lvoked furward, not without many misgivings to
the day of opening. They felt that the project
was an experiment, They had experienced
many diffoultios and o good deal of discourago-
moent in their preliminary’ labours, They knew
the diffieulty most ministers would find in ar
ranging for the fwo conscoutive weeks of absence
from thelr Churches, which would be necessary
for all who should attend the mectings of both
the Institute and Convention, excopt those
residing In the vieinity, . The result was heyond
thelr wost sanguine expeetations, At the ap.
polnted hour a.very respectable number of min-
inters wore in attendances. The large proportion
of young men ambngst them, and especinlly of
guondam students of the Institute, anxivus to
lore no opportunity for lmprovement, nugurs
well for the future of the Buptists of Ontario,
Some threo or four of the Lecturers fhiled to
appear, but enough were prosent to afford good
employment to nll concerned for the five days
allotto! for the meetings, [wsuhjoin o list of
the subjects, lootures, &o

ll ’nt""‘r"'h”'."“ '{“Vc Jl C“\Wﬁ)l‘d. (4‘! lh
Institute, :

2. Justificat’on —Raov, J, Cooper, D, D,
London, Ontarlo,
ﬁa. Theories of Plymouthism~Rev, J, Bates,
Woodstock, . :

4. Composition and Delivery of Sermons,~
Rev. R, A, Fyle, D, D,

0. Sanctification,~Rev, J, Cooper, D, D,,
London, _ : : '

0, The First Chapter of Genesis in its Rela-
tion to Modern Sience,—J, E Wells, O, L,
Inatitute,

7. Pastoral
D. D, :

8. Best mode of conducting Prayer and
Church Mectings,—(Brief papor and free din.
oussion,)

0, Free Conforence of Ministers in respect to
Diffioulties and Fncouragements in their respecs
tive Fields of Labour, : ‘

10, Methods of Study and Courses of Reading
Sor Ministers,~Rov R, A Fylo, D, D,

The leotures were well attended and listened
to with great Interest thioughout, Eaoh lecture
was followed by n free Interchange of thought in
reforence to the subjoct and the views exprossed,
This, of course, often enlminated in earnest dis.
oussion, but ax the hest foeling prevailed through-
out, this wans not the lonst interesting or profitable
part of the programwo, The nature of the
disoussions mny be conjeotured from one [llustra.
tion, The firat lecturer took strong ground for
verbal inspiration, going elaborately and ex-
haustivoly €uto the nrguments In favour of that
theory, The onrnest disoussion of this question
by sevoral supporters und opposers for the spaoo
of two or three hours, in an assembly of chyis-
tlan ministers and frlends, who knew low w
combine ohristinn courtesy and kindness with
spirited controversy, could hardly full to stimu.
lato to Inquiry. and promote aotivity n the
search fur trath,

The Conventlon proper nesembled on Wednos-
day, the 20th Oot, Awny limit ls nearly reach-
od 1 will content myself with a brief epitome of
the rosults in connection with the Misslonary
work, leaving other matters for o subsequent
letter.

Visitation,—Rev, G, Wilson,

_CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, NOV. 10, 1869.

The attendance was encournging, considernbly
Inrger, I learn, than It has been for yoars, The

report of the Secretary of the Conventlon showed |

that the fears of those who thought tho . deep
interont lately awnkened In Forelgn Misslons
would rotard the Hoine ﬁlwhm work, were
gratuitous,  During the year 87 Misslonaries in
all have been employed In thoe Home Mission
work, ot theso 3 liave preached in Guellc or Eng-
l&h awocension required, 8 In Gorman, 8 in Indiun
and one in English, through an Interproter, to the
Indians,  On the whole they have prenched the
gospel at 108 stations, to n total averago atton-
dance of 7,170 persons. They have preached
during tho year, 9,082 Sermons, nade 0,020
pastoral visite, travelled in the disoharge of M
slohary duty 37,238 miles, and baptised on w
profossion of fuith 184 persons, They have re.
oelved from the Churches with whioh thoy have

Inbored §5,700,82 and from the funds of the heaides boing hampored hy a heavy rentnge, -

Convention - §4,233.83, making an averago of
about #3050, to ench, Further partioulars in
reapeot to this truly great work must be resorved
for another number as also the very encournging
state of the fundw shewing as thoy do o lnrger
Income than that of any previous year, I must
also, against-my will, defer some nocount of the
vory interosting Foreign Missionary Meeting at
which Bro, MeLaurin and his wife wore * dosig-
nated"” for labour amongst the Telogoos, I ma

meroly give your readers a means of Judging
whether the heartsof' Ontario Baptists are really

in this new Foreign Mission work; in the fhot that

nt the meoting reforred to the handsome sum of
nbout §1700, wan contributed and pledged by
voluntary subseription for this glorious work.

J. B W,
.

-

For the Chrstlan Mossenger,
CIIYMNS AND=SPIRITUAL SONGS, %

NO‘. M‘M‘.— s

I have just finished o thorough porusal of the
hook of Seleoted Hymns you have recently pube
lished and 1 think it a timely offering to our
Uhurohes, who have long needed o consise and
suituble Selection of Sacred Songs for religious
worship, partioularly for Social Moetings, Being
of n cheap nnd convenlont alze and good olear type
no exouse now need be found, for any one being
without a book, to follow the hymn which is being
sung at Prayer Mootings, that In, so soon am these
aro genoraly introdweed, which 1 lope will specdily

tako place. But why not go ‘o little further ?'

why not make o larger * Seleotion " for our
churchos #—ono of & smaller and oheaper slze
than the Pealmist ? The Peilmist is, as you re-
mark, an exoellont colleotion but still it has its

dofoots, like most other Colleotions, it containsn |

great muny hymna not fitted for publie worship,
and consequently never used, Good Poetry s not
alwayy suited for praise in God's Worship, Much
of Milton's classic verse would sound oddly in song,
or Cowper's, Campbell's, Pollock's and others,
where cholee pootry often oheers the Ohristian's
heart, and whioh is fit for privato reading but
not for public worship, In the Psnlmist are
lnrge number of hymns ofthis class, more wulti.
ble for private uso than publie worship ; and could
bo well disponsed with, 1 think probably not ovir
400 or 800 of the 1200 in that Book are ever

“used In the sanctuary ; and then it must have

struck many that the Paalmist with all Its ox-
collencles waa propared for the United States
ospocinlly, and contains a large number of
National Hymne in which we foel no interest ;
In fhot somo fow are well onloulated to stir up the
foelings and Iro ofn British subjoct ; read No, 1007
where the nation to which we belong (a nation
oharactorised by ite love for elvil and religlous
liherty) Inexhibited asa “syrant.’* However much
the Amerieans vould thank God for breaking the
(yrant's yoke, surely wo could never join In suoh
sontiments  However | do not intend writing
n eritigue but simply refor to theso fhotw, to nak
I you could not get out w Hymn book of o more
moderate slge than the Pealmist,ut  cheap price,
%0 that nll our families may be fully supplied ?
[ have eight children, who attend Churoh, it
would he bottor If they each should havo n hook
than that there should be only one or two In o
pew., Could you not, with good asslstance,
seloot 600 from the P almist and 100 from
uther good sources and wmnko a good and
uselul Book of sacred wong for qur Churohes
These six hundred would certainly he quite
enough to sult every varlety of dootrines,
seasons, and ceremonios, and thoso left out
would not be missed ; as they would be such ax
probably are nover sung. A plain well bound

volume In good falr :fpo of this alze ought to be
furnished for 40 or 50 cents and would then be
within reach of all who desire a book to use In
publio worship,

Exquingn.

Oct, 1807,

. For the Ohris‘ian Mouon;u:
GRAND PRE SEMINARY,

| No. 3.

R
Mn., Epiton e

Sinoo writing my last Articlo I am happy to
porcelve many encournging olrcumstances in re-
Iation to the Institution in whose bohalf 1 write,
Soveral young ladies have within the past fow
dnys arrived, and the prospects of securing o
rospeotable fland remunerative attendenco are
overy day brightening, besides I was extremely
gratitled to notice in your last issue o gonerous
offer by n ¢ Friend of Female Education," of
eighty dollars to be devoted to the erection of n
new bullding. This:leads me directly to the
subject of this article,

[ hinted in my lnst that the present building,

which would inovitably absorbe any profits that
might be derived from the management of it, was
in no respeot suitable nor adapted to the purpose
of n Ladies Seminary,

True It answorers In konie measure for that
purpose, but all inany way noqualnted with the
oondﬁlgcm and prorpects ol'this Institution, regard
It a8 & tewmporary affale, and look forward to
the time when the Baptists of Nova Scotia shall
have @ new and commodious building devoted
entirely to the purposes of Female Edvcation,

Two ohjeots now demnnd attention, First, That
evory Baptist man and woman should feel that the
orection of such a bullding Is un absolute neces-
sity. Does this require any proof? 1s Eduecn-
thon valuablo ? - Witk the founding of « perma-
nent Institution for female Edueation confer
nny substantinl benefit? Has Aondin College
hoen of uny ndyantage to our denomination and
the provinco ut large ? 1 think every reasonn-
able man would resolve these (uestions into
positive statements,  Well, If Education is valun-
 blo, and confors materinl benefits on our poos
ple, does It not fullow that the establishe
ment of Institutions for its promotion Is an
Imporative duty? T think all enlightened men

recognize this conclusion, and that it is only a’

natural sluggishnes , which affects more or less
overy man's mind and heart, that provents its
practioal ncknowledgement, The great desiv-
bility and the immense Importance of immedinte
notion in this matter s every day rendered
| more apparent, and I foel assured that no further
pursuasion s required to render thoso, in whose
hands the mattor more properly rests, fully
sensible that effort in this direction i urgently
domanded, A dew Femgle Seminary ought to be
built=must be built—will be bullt, And now
ocomos the question, By whoso offorts ?

In the considoration of this inquiry, I turn
to two clnses,  First, the wealthy men of our
denomination, By such, I do not mean those
nlone who nre worth five or ten thousand pounds,
but T wpeak ton numerous body of men who
have w0 far heen prospered in thelr business as
t have ncoumulated o rospectable competency,
Two duties in my mind manifestly rost upon all
theso. Flrst, to contribute freoly according to
thelr means to the érection of n new building,
and scoondly, after its completion to patro 1 ize it
lberally by affording an upportunity to thoir
daughters of attending it.  Would not this be
eventunlly a profitable investment ? It apponrs
to be most diffieult to convinee business men that
liberal education s of great advantage to a
country In the way of Increasing its woalth and
promoting ite progress,  But this is, nevertheless,
undenlably tre, s events will ultimately show,
But, there nre higher olalms Involved, Must
not every christian man aoknowledge it to be his
bounden duty to afford every opportunity in his
power to his children, of nequiring a liberal

manner evor wasted 7 Did o fither ovor regrot
having devoted w portlon of his wealth to the
mental culture and enlightenment of his
ohildren ?  For the sake of poor frall humanity,
[ hope not one. A father had exponded benefls
oently of his bounty in the eduention of o
daughter, ~ After baving finished a long and
difieult course of teaining, she died, DIid the
father, whilo weeping his frroparable loss, repont
that he bhad unsparingly expended Lis means in
her mental culture? Notut ull, He was rather
thankful that he had been uble to adorn and
bowutify that which was immortal in ber he had
loved, and, now, for a thwe, had lost. Let
ohristian men bewaro lest they bring upon thems
solves condemnation for neglecting to furnish
their sons and daughters with the appliances
and means of edueation, It Is the common boon
and birthright of every young pemon In our
land,

Wo all rejolce that the prosent is a utilitarian
nge.  The claims of humanity are more widely

acknowledged, and the interests of humanity
more generally respocted now than ever before,

oducation? Was any money oxpended to this -

857

| But we regret too that the pmo;\t 18 also a

mercenary ago. Mankind as a whole, seem ab.
sorbed in ‘:‘ and overy motive that Jeads to
netlon Is based originally on self-gratification
and scli-intorest,

Noblo disinterested benevolence Is o rarity,
This tendency in men's minds is hurtful and
dobasing, and needs in, every way " vigorous
efforts for its correction. Lot men seo and
know, and. feel that lifo has higher purposes
than sell-nggrandizement, and let the consclens
ousness of thelr duty to nmsist in every benevolent
undertaking assail them at overy turn, We
want to seo nn exhibition of whole-souled goner-
osity In this matter of bullding a Female
Seminary. The prowpects are encouraging, As
Mald In the opening of this artiele, one has come
forward ulready, Of courso four will imme.
dintely nrise to hold him to his bargain, The
nucleus of a regular building fund will thus be
formed, and will steiiily inerenso until our
denomination shall have & permanent Institution
for fomale education, of which they ‘may be as
proud aw they are to-day of Acadin College
Lot the-Governors not be baokward In nttending
to this matter energetionlly, What hindery the
handsome fruition of all our hopes and desives
in this relation?

I soo, Mr, Editor, I have not time to #peak of
the other olnss to which [ look for aid in this
matter,  Of this next week,

Proanrgss,
Wolfville, Oct, 801h,

[Wo would say for the encourngement of
‘“ Progress " that the ** Friend to Female of
Educntion " had placed his proposal in our
hands before seeing any of this serios of lettors,

Ho will porceive therefore that the muhject
was assuming o very practioal shape in other
minds, a8 well as his own, We are not assured
that the sum named—Eionty Dotrars—will be
given except on the condition named—four other
persons giving an equal nmount; and yet we

makes the proposal, will not allow the failure of
others to be n burrier to his benevolence, but
will approprinte said sum in some way on be.
half of the eause,~En, C, M,] |
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MISSION TO KARENS,

Lerrer rrow Me, D, A, W, Surrn, — Henthada
Karens helping themselves,—Mr. Smith writes,
undor date of lu\n?«mn. June 13, 1800, that the
ohapel and school-house in Henthada needed to
be ro-roofed, and the Karens in Henthadn them-
selves collected, entirely unprompted hy the
misslonary, a considerable portion of the amount

uired,  He adds—

» the chapel and school-house were not to be
used the present rainy senson, and as [ knew
the Union was laboring under debt, although
the roof was badly broken ur. I told the Karens
nt the Amsoclation that I did not feel nble to
re-roof it ; that there was little within the
buildings (no plastering, no paint, no nioe
furniture) to be injured by a little nrrinkllng.
and there would be no school or meetings, eto,,
ote, They expressed their sorrow at 1y inae
bility to keep the said buildings in repair; but
folt {hnt they could not press the matter with

ropriety, Aftor tho Association T eamo down
Eom to Rangoon, and they returned to their
homes. What was my surprise a month later,
to ascortain that several lea Inr stors and s
sistants had stirred up the dise l\ es and exhorted
them not to suffer, for the want of n-few rupees
of their own, the fine bulldings which had heen
glven to them hy foreign contributions nt great
oxpense, to go to rain,  Such negligence on
their part would argue not only ingmtitude, but
that favors had been thrown away upon them,
&o., and that in response to the eall contribu.
tions had poured in, amrlo to re-roof the lar
chapel and nearly enough to put both the build.
ings in repair,

Religious advancement in  Henthada, —Sinco
coming to Rangoon, 1 sometimes receive a dogen
lotters from the Henthada fleld by a single mail,
besides frequent visite from the pastors of
churches. 'There seows to have boen nn inter-
osting state of inquiry in nearly every portion
of the fleld among the henthen. There have
heen (roquent enlls for preschors, nccompanied
by the avownl, on the part of the Inquirers, of
tﬁ'u intention to give up their old superstitions
ns soon s they could be provided with toachers,
to show and to lead them In the better way,

My beart hos ofton bled, from my inability

~on account of my remoteness from the fleld ar

infrequency of mail facilities (fortnightly), to
look ntter cases of Interest and endeavor to
foster gracious beginnings,

LI'he preachers and pastors too, seem to have

been as hearty and senlous as ever in their work,

' One wrote to me not loug sinve deploring the

. Were wm’p; od in slumber, to pray

'a{»puremly smoll results of his labors, and
wti

rting that he had been so burdened with the
welght of souls upon him that he had often
nriken from his bed at night, while all around
for the un.
converted, In the same letter he Informed me
that two or three had been rocently hopefully
converted through his instrumentality.

Normal School in Henthada,~Some time ago
[ wrote, that one great sorrow to the Karens,
growing out of the departure of their wisslonary,

think it quite probable that the person, who

w»




