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tiouths’ Aiepartment, 

BIBLE LESSONS, 
(From ** Robinson's Hurmony.™) 

Sunday, April 18th, 18¢9, 
Marrurw xv, 1-20: Magk vii, 1-23: Our Lond 

Justifies the disciples for eating with unwashed 
hands,  Pharvisaie Traditions, 

* Recite,~ Seripture Catechisw, 6, 7, 8, 
rat he 

Sunday, April £6th, 1869, 

CMarrnew xv. 21-51: Mark vii, 24-37: A deal 
« and dumb man and wany others are healed at 
Tyre and Sido, - 

Recite =N, C, LP 10. 

*We have omitted before to mention that the Bap 
tist Sabbath Bchoo's in Haliwx, a od is a vumber v1 | 
other p ouees, buve decided to use the “Seviptae 
Cawrochl wi ™ tor reeithg wssons. We have corse 
qui titly ven the number of the questivcs vp ointed 
by them, 

——————— — ES et SA A A So 

ANSWER TO SCRIPTURE ENIGMA. 

No. VILL. 
Bal oa Acts viii, 27-40, 
BINESR «2s a Gen, xxyviy, 21, 22, 
O«rpah Ruth i, 7 19, 
ARE «aca a viowon oS AREY: IA 
Jenne. oo ® cL 0 Gon, axiv. 63-03, 
0 CHEE R Gen, xi, 28, 

“profit, Prov, xiv, 23, 

If u duty rise for thee, 
Though its end thou conet not see, 

Bo it with thy might : 
And thou its reward sbuit find, 
When thie present lies behind, 

In the future's light, 

Every passing moment caught, 
And to useful purpose wiv ght, 

“Lande to higher wim, 
Those who youth in toi¥ employ 
In their lator life enjoy 

Learning, wenlth, or fame, 

But perchance the sweetest thing 
Willing industry ¢ nbring, 

Is the juy it gives. 
Who lets his moments idly flow, 
Aud no carnest work doth know, 

Never truly lives, 
BT Er ———. 

SCRIPTURE TEXT ILLUSTRATED. 
[Rr 

No. III. 

Whom did a prophet think that God 
Would choose to fill his people's throne 

But found, he, for his servant, took 
A younger brother then unknown? 

Who was a silent timid man, 
Who had no burning words to say: 

And yet was sent by God to right 
The wrongs in which his people lay ? 

Upon what simple Jewish maid 
Did such a wondrous blessing full, 

That all the world revere her nue, 
And ull her sex her ** blessed * call ? 

By these three stories prove a text, 
Which comfort doth contain 

For all, who beauty, gifts, or rank, 
Can never hope to gain, 

 ——_ or i 

JACOB'S LADDER. 
em 

A BIBLE SONNET, 

All day companionless and staff’ in hand 
An exile from his home he had been flying, 
Till, when the sun was set, he paused, und 

sighing, 
Found a rough pillow in that darkening land : 
But soon with wings of angels he was fann'd, 

Sent down to solace him in slumber lying, 
Their love task on u shining ladder plying, 

Whorehy the space from heaven to earth was 
spann'd, 

Thus sometimes when our souls have felt for 
saken, 

Dark, desolate, oppress’d hy God's 0 nmmand, 
Angele our weary steps have overtaken ; 
With unseen hands have ge itly soothed our sor 

row, 
Aud hovering round us in a loving hand, 

Turned a sad night into a joyful morrow, 
Ricuarn Winton, a. a, 

RR 

HARM OR GOOD, WHICH} 

‘Is there any harm in playing cards? asked 
a good lady of me the other day, 
Ct Yew, | bave known w great wany people to 
be injured hy it," wus my reply 

This, I believe, ix the true wuy to deal with 
such questionable things ~~ They ennnot he 
viewe | per se, us right or wrong. They have no 
moral character of their own. But” how do 
they wlleot people? Do they Awrt uny body ? If 
80, then there is hurt in them, 

Auncther thing: That was not the way for « 
Christian to nek the question. It should have 
been, ** Is there any in playing cards ¥" 
It argues a low state of spirituality to be simply 
avoiding harm, It would be more consistent li 
Christians to be seeking for the good mther thay 
simply shunning the evil, All doubtful ques 
tions 0 1ght te in this way. Is there 
any good in this? Things are good or bad to us 

TdJdoln, ane 

OHRISTIAN MESSENGER, APRIL 14, 

plies to all questionable practices, Give the 
enciit of the doubt to the safe side. Is there] 

“|uny hurt in going to the theatre, in dancing, in’ 
ming? Ask the question the other way. In 

Bere any good? Does it make yu more 
Cephitual, more prayeriul? Do you feel more like | 
| *Jorking for Christ alter un evening at dancing. 

COURIN MABEL'S EXPERIENCES, 

RY MISE, XK. J. WHATELY, 

No. XI. 

PARTY SPIRIT IN MISSIONARY WORK, 

“There is often *‘ continued Margaret’ a 
great deal of party spirit even in those who pro. 
fost to kop olenr of all purtien,”’ 

“ What then is the rem ;, "sid Amy. 
wloreultivate a spirit of Christian love, my 

doar friend ; that, | am sure, is the secret; to 
endcavour to live so near to Christ, that we shall 
lewin to love his work and his people for his 
wake, und to rejoice, like the apostle, even. when 
the gorpel in * proached of “envy and strife,’ so 
ue it be hut preachied, Such a wpivit of love, 
venr Amy, will lend ue to lovk on our faults and 
te faults of our brethren, us line been well res 
marked, * us common enemies,’ to hate the sip 
and yet love the sinner, and to strive to overs 
come the spirit of party in ourselves and others, 
not hy railing against all organizations gencrally 
or individually, but by combating the principle 
at dts fountain head ws it urives in our heart, 
This can only be dune by bringing our renewed 
unture to bear upon our hoje work ; and | 
believe we are wll apt, ue Christiuns, to neglect 
that point, Just ax an unskilful hand in writ. 
ing. or playing, or in any other manual! lnhour, 
will wake the wrists do the work which ought 
to he done hy the fingers, or in some other way 
bring the wrong set of muscles into play, and 
so give himeell ureless fatigue and fail in bis 
efforts: so” Christinng, 1 think, dre apt to hin 
the wrong moving powers to bear on diel 
daily work, © They let the true heart-religion 
which they really possess, lie idle, while party 
feeling, spurious love of netivity, vanity, or the 
like motives, do the work which their Chris. 
tanity was meant to do. And this is the 
avuee, I believe, of the inconsistency in the 
conduct of many who have really spiritual life, 
hut du not sce the necessity of bringing it to bear 
on common every-day vecupations, and making, 
us the poet maye, * All of these partake.’ fi 
we bring our Christianity—1 speak of those who 
have life in Christ—into this daily use, part 
spirit will melt away in the light of Christian 
love ; us it did with that little band of Moravian 
brethren, who, when some dispute on a specus 
lative matter had arisen among them, met to. 
gether to pray and read the thst epistle of St, 

| found that all feeling of division had 
disappeared in the sense of Christ's presence, 
which filled their hearts, ‘Lhis is the kind of 
spirit we want to see among us now, If a 
Hower could speak and tell you how it gets its 
brilliant colours, would it not say that it is by 
living in the sunshine ? Let us try, dear 
friends, to get, spiritually, into the sunshine 
into the light of the Suu of Righteousness, and 
that will set all our disputes at rest," 

Margaret and Amy were silent; but their 
looks, us each pressed my hand, showed the 
felt as doeply us | did, the need of more reality 
in our Christian life, to combat this grievous 
evil, hy which God work is everywhere so 
marred and hindered,  Aftep a short pause we 
renewed the conversation, 
“But in Amy's case,” sid Margaret, 

* would you think it well for her to keep de. 
cidedly aloof from all these people when she 
goes hack to India?" 

“ Whatdoes Amy say?" I asked, 
“1 believe | spoke hastily," said Amy, 1 

cannot help feeling 1 would rather keep quite 
clear of them ; but I de see now that perbape 
such a course would not be the best," 
“I would certainly say rather try, by kind 

offices und Christian love, to overcome their 
prejudices if you can. This does not imply that 
you wre to mix up your work with theirs, or 
compel yourself to follow their suggestions, | 
would say, go quietly on in your own course ; 
only whenever un opportunity occurs of show. 
ing kindness, wake the most of it, and endeavour 
to live not only ut peace but on friendly torme 
if you ean. In some car ® you may be unable 
to conquer their prejudices, but try it fairly," 
“ And what rules,” sald Margaret, ** would 

vou generally advise people to follow whose 
work, like mine, for instance, may bring them 
into contact with other agencies 1" 
“1 think in the course of your practionl work 

veveral will suggest themselves, For one thing. 
make » rule never to take a discarded agent 
if another Association without first communi. 
enting with bis or her former employers, and 
asovrtaining the cause of the dismissal, If you 
decide that the cause was insutlicient, or—what 
w vory possiblo-<thut % person who did not 
work well with one agency may do hetter with 
another, from some wtodifyin clreumstance or 
difference ws ‘to suitability of disposition ; then 
make uw point of informing the other employers 
of the step you have thought it best to take, 
and _he careful to do this courteously, und so 
we not to appear to slight them, In such a 
one, bewnre of allowing your new agent to 
make complaints or goeeip about former 
employers,  Putunything of the sort decidedly 
down gt once ; and in ull cases discon 
si ingle rics or remarks about other soclotice, 
schools, ete, A great deal of 1] teeling often 
has its rise in mere gossip, And now 1 must 
he going for I have un appointment, and wo, 1 
believe, have you, Margaret.” 

Y [Immediately after my arvival ; but wt lust | 

Y courage, and offered to visit her, 

| according as they affoct us, This principle ap- time haa not been wasted, and I think 1 see my 
way more clearly than | did before," 
“ We will all pray to be helped more and 

more to meet all our difficultios in w spirit of 
Christian love, wnd then assuredly our path 
will be made plain before us,’ 1 said ; and wo 
we parted, 

Nearly a twelvemonth after this conversation, 
the same speakers were assembled round my 
testable one evening, The only one missing of 
our little group was Amy, who had been for 
soe months returned to her duties in India, 
Something in conversation reminded us of our 
talk on party spirit the year before, and Margaret 
asked if" we remembered it, 

“Indeed | do, for one," said Julia, ** | am 
reminded of it whenever I go to the singing 
practisng, 1did really feel ashamed of wm 
party feeling ; and do you know 1 was so struc 
with what you said thut 1 have been trying to 
help some of the girls who practisefor the other 
clause ; and 1 thought that, ws 1 had gronter 
muscial advantages, the best way in which | 
vould overcome my exclusive feeling was to tn 
and help them ; and two or three of the girls 
come and practise with me the day belie their 
a. singing clas every week, und we get un 
nicely." fa 
“ Yea," said Caroline, *“ Julin has set to 

work quite energetically to improve poor Broad 
Streot, 
like her doing it; but she persevered, Aud 
since we nre to compare notes; | way sey I hope 

ness in regard to my collections, have been 
content to go on quietly, and not to attempt to 
come to a collision with Mra, Thompson, And 
you, Margaret?" 
“I have often thought of our conversation, 

and 1 have tried to he watchful; but I am sure 
I have reason to he humbled by frequent fudlures, 
But I think I have gone on better with Mis, 
Dorvington, and been-more onrotul in chooking 
little bits of self assertain which might unneces 

collisions now that I am sure the difference 
shows me | had not been watchful enough be. 
fore. Hut 1 feel more and wore my own n.ed 
of being constuntly on‘my guard," 
“And in thats sense of your weakness lies 

your strength, dewr Morguret,’ 1 rejoined, 
“ But I think you will like wo hear something 
atout Amy." ! 
“Oh yes. Her letter to me was written when 

she was but justurrived, Have you heard lately 
** Yes, and I will read you the part of her lot. 

ter in which she tells how she hus gone on with 
respect to the diflicultion she spoke of. She 
says: ‘1 did not bear anything of Miss Lee 

learned from an old pupil who was married and 
sottled at her station, that Priscilla, uiter going 
on ut first very snoothly, had behaved in such a 
manner as W oulige Miss Lise to dismiss her. 
I ulso heard that Mise Le Lad “been very ill 
in consequence of the overwork and worry this 
had brought upon ber, and was really in dis 
tress for a teacher, her other one having left 
shortly before. | saw the time was come or me 
to overcome my feelings of annoyance, and coe 
forward : so 1 wrote to offer to fond Miss Lie 
one of wy under-teachers, whom I could spare, 
till she could suit herself with another, = She 

while commenced work too soon, she lad wn re. 
lapse, and was again laid up, | now took 

My offer was 
necepted, It cost me u stroggle, but | went, | 
found her convalescent, She was very shy a 
fet, and wo did not make much progress. 
However, 1 went agnin, und at last | summoned 
resolution to speak openly of the affair of 
Priscilla, We lind u long conversation, not ul 
gother —— but it ended well, and led to 
our understanding each other better, 1 found 
she had had some false statements palmed on her 
hy Priscilla : and I suspect, from what she ad. 
mitted, that some little pride, and some misun- 
derstanding of things | had sid and done, had 
hindered her from speaking or writing to me as 
she ought certainly to have done. She has a 
peculiar temper, nnd had been prejudiced against 
me evidently by her predecessor, Mrs, R— | 
and now, on looking back, I sce 1 may have 
sometimes given her cause of annoyance, | 
think she ie really sorry for the misunderstand. 
ops and 1 feel sure we shall henceforth be really 
follow-workers and follow-helpers, instead of 
rivals; and | do trust and pray that I may be 
lod fore and more to look not on my own work 
but on God's," 
“You,” said Margaret, ** that is the secret 

to lowrn to keep olewrer of self, 1 had never 
thought selfishness could mix so much with work 
for God," 

“ Ah, dear Margaret, the remark Isa true one 
that * every one has a self of his own, Woe 
may give up our pleasures, our property, our 
comfort, fr God's work, and yet all the while 
it may be for self and not for the Lind, We 
need to beware of those two little dangerous 
words, ‘my own," ‘my work," ‘my society,’ 
“my school,” *my mission! How often we 
lot the “my * become the uppermost thought ! 
Wo have to learn that none of those things is 
pleased to make use of our fnstrumentality or 
another's, whether he works through this agency 
or that, is bis wifair and not ours, It has heen 
truly said * that wo are all privates in his army,’ 
and our duty and happiness is to be so absorbed 
in the great fight going on between his power 
and the power of evil In this world," that we 
enn og whether he uses our work, or chureh 
or society, or others ; that we can be ready and 
content to say, with John the Baptist, * He 
must increase, but I must decrease ;' and to 
look, in short, on the work as we shall do in 
the day when the sowers and reapers have met 
to rejoice Spier for ever, Meanwhile let our 
watchword be, 

“And 00 have 1," sald Amy, ‘and more to 
do than I have well time for; but I feel the 

Luke of his limbs, especially 

I have heen on my guard ahout too great eager. | 

sarily wound her; and we have so much fewer 

very grateludy aveepted this, but having mean- : 
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BICKNESN, 

Dr =, among other valuable papers, a few 
yours ago, published one desoribing this re. 
markable disense, which has not yot been 
treated in hooks of gn 

1. "This discare is of the intermitting kind ; 
attacking the patient with violent | aroxysms, 
which return every seventh day, 'I'heso. par 
oxysme return only on the Lord's day and hence 
in called Sunday Siokness—hut hy the faculty it 
io technically Eadwn by no other name than 
“Del vominiel Morbus,” 

2, It partakes somewhat of the nature of 
ngue, po go 4 an it in attended with wn gront 
degree of coldness, This coldness in first ap- 
parent, early in the morning of the Lord's day ; 
in many cures seiging the patient before he has 
left hin bed, But it begins in the region of the 
heart, nnd is attended with dulness of the head, 
followed hy yawning and lethargy, = 

4, The patient in somotimes derived of the 
the legs nnd feet, 

#0 that he is indisposed to walk to the house 
of God, 

4. In some cares thin attack las come upon 
them after they have gone to the house of God, 
oy hus been attended with yawning and slum. 
or, 
6. Tm other cases there has heen rent uneusi- 

One or two of cur choir cid not much ness in the houre of God, and » dirposition to 
complain of the iength of the sermon, though 
i hve been known to) sit very cntebiedly In 
uo play-house several hours at a time, 

0, Persons aflected with this “disease never 
mourn on wecount of thelr confinement from 
publio worship, as many afflicted with other 
diseases often do, ~~ 

their great activity and health on Munday, 
however unfavorable the weather may be, 

8. Most of the faculty agree that thero is a 
low, feverish heat, techttionl yoenlled febris mundi, 
or fever of the world, whieh may be detected in 
these patients, during the intervening: days of 
the week, 

0. There also seems to be a Toss of appotite 
for savory food, and a want of relish for penis 
vite, breud of life, whigh, in this case, is the 
indispensable remedy for the disease, 

rally have u dierelish for private igione exer 
olsen of the closet, and the reading of’ the Serip 
tures, 

receive it from neighbors, and children from 
parents, 

- my 

THE SINGING LESSON, 
— 

BY JEAN INGELOW, 
% 

A nightingale made a mistake; 
She sang o few notes out of tune, 

Hor heart wan ready to break, 
And she hid from the moon, 

She wrung her claws, poor thing, 
But was fir to Bproud to speek, 

She tucked ker head under Ler wing, 
And pretended to bo asleep ! 

lg 

A lark, armeinsarm with a thrush, 
Came sauntering up to the place ; 

The nightingale felt herself blush, 
"Though Ler feathers hid her luce, 

She knew they had heard her song, 
She felt them or and eneer, 

She thought this life was too long, 
And wished she could wkip a year, 

“Oh, nightingale !"' eoo'd a dove, 
“Oh, nightingale ! what's the use, 

You bird of beauty and love, 
Why heliave like a goose ? 

Don't skulk away from our sight 
Like common, contemptible fowl; 

You bird of joy nnd delight, 
Why behave like an owl ? 

“ Only think of all you have done ; 
Only think of all you can do ; 

A filse note is really fun 
From such a bird aw you ! 

Lift up your proud little erent ; 
Open your muscinl beak ; 

Other birds have to do there host, 
You need only speak’ 

The nightingale shyly took. 
Her head from under her wing, 

And giving the dove n look, 
Stiaightway began to sing, 

There was nover a’hird could pons, 
The night was divinely onlin ; 

And the people stood on the grass, 
To hear that wonderful peal ! 

The nightingale did not care, 
Sho only ng to the skies ; 

Her song nxeended there, 
Aud there she fixed her eyes, 

The people that stood below 
she knew but little ahout | 

And this story's a moral I know, 
If you'll try to find it out ! 

Warn ANswirkn =A person who suspected 
that a minister of his nequaintance war not truly 
a Calvinist, wont to him, and sald : ** Sir, I am 
told you are against the perseverance of the 
saints." “Not I, indeed,’ answered he; * it's 
the perseverance of the sinners that 1 oppose,’ 
“ Hut that is not a satisfactory answer sir, Do 
you think that a ehild of God eanuot full vory 
low, anid yet he restored ?' He replied; «I 

‘Fix on His work thy steadfast e No shall thy work be donee" 
think it will be very dangerous to try the ex. 
periment !"’ 

7. 'Fheve persons surprice thelr neighbors with 

10, Persons affected with this disease, ones 

4 

11, Thix dikease is nleo contagious ; neighhors: 
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