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[n-my Diary, May 23rd, 1804, ocours the ful- 

lowing entry t= Having with much toil, and no 

little persunsion, obtained wubsoriptions for 

Acndin College to the wmowht of §20, and hired 

8 for such as had not money now, I remitted 

§22—including my own subscription of §2--to 

the Tronsurer, 

It may ho romarked, in explanation of this, 

that when our finances for the support of our 

College hind hecomo embarpassod, hy reason of u 

houvy loss sustained, | recommended appliontion 

by letter to our. Churches, to make up the 

amount necessary to defray the current ex- 

penser, 1 was uware that it would be requisite 

fur the Pastors to put forth strenuous efforts in 

order to rise the sum required, The Import. 

ance of the ohjeot nppenred to me to demund 

‘thin of us, When thevefore I was collecting in 

o thue In whith money was searce in my field ol 

labor, and persons slleged that choy had vone by 

them, 1 obviated the objection by proposing to 

obtwin it for them, and to walt till they could 

pay it, This course followed by we for a num. 

“hor of yours, hus rarely subjected wo to any 

ultimate loss, By such means one mny muteris 

ally uid in the furtherance of a good work, with: 

out. uny real inguiry to himeell, 
On the 2nd day of June | attended the 25th 

Anniversary of the establishment of Acadia 

College, and, by appointment, delivered an 
Address onthe sulject of * Educational Dif. 

culties In former Times," Severul good Ade 

dresses were dolivered by others ; and the season 

wits one of interest, The Institution had strug. 

through many triads; but it had unquestionnbly 

been a means of much good, gm 

June 11th, &o it was my privilege to meet 
my brethren in the Western Associntion, at 
Pu wlise, As a serious disagreement, likely to 

do-aouch harm, had unhappily avisen between 
some parties with reference to our French Mis 
sion. 1 urgently pressed the appointment of a 
Committee to adopt immediate measures for the 

setthomoent of it, By diligent efforts, and por 

sunsive measures, wo linppily succeeded, through 
Divine goodness, in effecting a reconciliation, 

This was a source of much joy, 
At our Eastern Association, held In 'I'ruro, 

July 2nd, &e. our beloved Bro, William Chipman, 
then in the Bird year of his age, preached an 
able und excellent sermon from Eph, v, 25-27, 

Being w difident man, Le could rarely be induced 
tu preach on any such special occasion § but in 
(his instance he complied with the urgent request, 
and Lis discourse was highly appreciated ‘hy the 

aseernbled multitude, 

At this Session Bro, Joseph IY, Kempton 
offered himeell ws a Missionary to Burmah ; and 
the proposal was cordially approved, He ace 
companied me on my return, to Amherst, Suck. 
ville, N. B., Parsshorough, &e, Ho appeared to 
we to he wn man of the right stamp for a Mis 
sfonary, ns he labored carnestly for Christ and 
for souls, not only in the pulpit, hut also in his 
private Intercourse with the people. 
At w Mecting of the Forelgn Missionary Board, 

held in Aylesford, July 10th, he was unanim- 
ously necepted wn our Missionary, subject to the 
approval of the Convention ; and firthwish em. 

ployed to travel und collect funds fur the Mis 
sion. But when the matter was brought before 
the Convention in St, Jolin, N. B,, August 220d, 

three approved medion] men, whose opinion of 
the physical fitness of Bro, Kempton had beon 
requestad, decided that he was, owing to 
organic disease, unqualified to go asa Missionary 
tow warm clhonte,” Hud their deelsion bees 
dillerent, the appointment by the Board would 
undinibitedly have been readily confirmid, The 
frusteation of our hope was painful to Bro, K., 
mysell, and many others: but, as all concerned 
indisputably did what they conscientiously re. 
gnided am right, ne blame could be reasonably 
uttuched to any. Our beloved Brother has 
Ihored faithfully and usefully among the dosti. 
tute in our owl Gountry ; and has given tangible 
proof of his deep und wbiding Interest in the 
Burman Mission, 

In the course of the year 1804, in which Mrs, 
Tupper's illness, though distressing, did not 
necessarily detain me at home as “much we in 
some others, I travelled 2060 miles, preached 124 
sermons, delivered 10 lectures for the benefit of 
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the Temperance cause, attended 44 conferences, 
and 78 other meotings—together 260—nnd mado 
O08 family visita, I also wrote for tho prows, 14 
columns for thoaChAristian Visiter, 144 for the 
Abstainer, and 33 for the Christian Messenger, 
I likowire discharged the onerous duties of Secs 
retary of the Foreign Missionary Bond, 

I had great cause of thankfulness for the 

80 much work could be done hy me in a year at 
the age of 70, 

[The writer of the following had not seen .the 
short articlo on the same subject in the C, M, of 
Inst week, when he wrote this, Wo may conse 
quently with more confidence recommend the 
course suggested simultancous collection for 
the Infirm Ministers’ Fund on tho last Lord's 
Duy in April, Ep) 

For the Christian Mossengor, 

INIF'IRM MINISTERN I'UNDy 

Dear Bro, Selden ~~ 

[am glad to perceive that this subject in ve. 
ceiving some increased nttontion of late, We 
have, indeed, for a number of years past had n 
Fund for the aid of Infirm Ministers; and the 
widows and children of deconsed Ministers who 
do not leave means for their support, This Fund 
haw, In various instances, afforded considerable 

relief in times of need ; but it evidently requires 
to be greatly increased, Two onses expecially 
under my immediate notice, shew the desirable 
noss of this, Oar beloved Brethren’! + Porter, 

Senr,, and R, 8, Morton shave labored long and 
usefully in the gospel ministry, and have not 
nocimulated property, The former lua not been 
able for some yours past to discharge the duties 
of a Pastor; and he is now reduced very low hy 

painful disense; The latter, by a fall received 
on the 18th of September lust, hus become 
paralysed in his lower limbs; and, though it is 
“hoped that he is very slowly recovering, ho re 
mains helpless, 

In compliance with my request, these Brethren 
have received some nssistanco, the former from the 

| Western Infirm Ministers' Board, and the latter 
from the Central, The liberality of friends is 
leo gratefully acknowledged. But the long: 
continued illness of these Ministers, and the 

Rountiness of thelr own means, render additional 
nid requisite, 

In order to the needful nugmentation of our 
Infiem Ministers’ Funds, I beg respectfully to 
suggest to our Churches the propriety of ine 
orensing the amounts of their contributions for 
this ohjeot of real benevolence ; nw also to pers 
ous in the possession of property to follow the 
noble exumy le of our departed brethren Stevens 
of Rawdon, und Jacobs of Liverpool, hy making 
bequests n its favor ; or to ald by present dona- 
tions, 

In the mean time I hope the respective Boards 
will dem it consistent to grant the brethren 
named above some further aid; and that thelr 
numerous friends will cheerfully forward needful 
supplies. As in many oases it is not convenient 

useful in a family, to send them, it is uosimble 
that individuals should, (os some kindly have 
done,) call on their friends, collect, and forward, 

It gives me pleasure to be enubled to stato, for 
tho satisfaction of those interested in the wel- 
fare of theso valued brethren, that I have re. 
cently visited tliem, and found them, in the 
midst of thelr tribulations, sustained hy the 
consolutions of that precious Gospel which they 
had preached to others, 

Yours fraternally, 
Cuanris Turese, 

Ay'cgford, April 2, 1800, 

For the Christien Messenger, 

Ack Fo IBLE SOCIETY, 

Sackvirie, No B., April 6, 1809, 

Dear Messenger = 
Plowse insort the following aveount of moneys 

colleetod for the A. & F, Lible Boclety in my 
Inte tour through the Provinee ; 

Dighy, 3.00; Long lsland, $8.60; Brier 
Islnd, 14.40; Little River und Sandy Cuve, 
$0.00; Beavor River, 6.22; Hebron Baptist 
Church, $9.60; Chegogin, $1.60; Yarmouth. 
$55.00 ; Westorn Association, $3.97 ; Locke's 
Inland, &11.40; Milton, $13.83; Liverpool, 
$10.97 ; Bridgetown, $4.80; Paradise, $8.40; 
Wilmot, $2.76; Aylesford, §1.26; Wallville, 
$7.00; Hanteport, §1.60; Falmouth, $1.75; 
Windsor, $14.80 ; Halifax, Granville Streot 
Church, $00.80 ; North Church, $19.06 ; Truro 
Baptist Church, 17.37. From the estate of 
the late Mrs, Elisabeth Higgins of Onslow, $6.00; 
Londonderry, $4.02; Amherst Baptist Church, 
$34.80. Also a gold ring, supposed to be worth 

for persons who would readily furnish articles 

A —————— ——— 

$3.00, from an nged sister. From other sources, 
$20.00, Total, $354.41, eighty nine dollars 
and 41 cents more than last year, Will the 
Olerks of the several Churches ree that theve 
sums are reported to the Associations and print- 
ed In the Minutes, If this is not done will the 
Clerks of the Associations attend to it, 

8. Booruny, Agent, 
monsure of health and strength granted me, that 

For the ! hristian Messenger, 

DR: KITTO ON OATHS, 

Dear Brother Selden, 

The following is the article from the able pen 
ol Dr, Kitto, referred to in my last, 1t contains 
much valuable infurmation on the subject of 
onth-taking, as well aw calm wound rensoning, 
and cannot but be rend with interest and profit 
I should hope by many wlo take the Messenger, 

With this miticle 1 intend my communica- 
tions on thin important subject shall tor the 
present come to wn close, 

Yours truly, 
8, 1. Rinp, 

Hantsport, March 23rd, 

Oatu, (Heb, Shebuah, and Alah) wn appeal 
to God In attestacion of the truth off what you 
say, or in confirmntion of what you promise or 
undertake, The Latin term is jus, w randum, or 
Juramentum,  Cirero (De Officiis 11 20.) cor- 
reotly tern an onth a religious nflivmation; that 
in, nn nffiomntion with a wl fous sanction, This 
ippenrs from the words which Le proceeds to 
Anploy + * Quod autem afivmate quasl Deo testo, 

omisoris, id tenendum est, J wm enim non ad 
Am deovimy quae nulln ost, red ad justitinm ot 
nd idem pertinet,’ which in effect mennagthot an 
oath is an appeal to God, as the source and the 
vindiontor o Justico nud fidelity,  Heneo it ape 
pears that there ure two essentinl elements in an 
onth : fleet, the human, a declured intention of 
spenking the teath, or performing the notion in 
un given cose ; secondly, the divine, an appeal to 
God, as 0 Belug who Lowe all things and will 
punish. guilt, — According to usage, however, 
there is a third clement in the idea which ‘oath’ 
commonly conveys, namely, that the oath is 
taken orly on solemn, or, more expecially on 
Juridical occasions The canon law gives all 
three elements when it represents judicium, 
veritas, Justitia, ws entering into the constitution 
ol an onth=judicium, judgement or trial on tho 
part ol’ society, veritas, truth on the part of the 
oath=taker ; justitia, justice on the part of God, 
An oath is nocordingly w religious undertaking, 
oither to sy (Juramentum assertorium,) or to do 
Juramentum promixsorium), something entered 

a religious undertaking, tho nppeil will vary ao- 
vording to the religious opinions of the country 
in which the oath is taken, In some instances 
it will be an appeal immediately to God: in 
others to ohjeeta supposed to have divine power ; 
and by w natural declension, when men have left 
the true Gud, thay way appeal in theli oaths 
even to stocks and stones. Accordingly the 
Romans swore, * per caput suum vel suorum 
filioram, or, * per gentum prineipis ; that is, hy 
their own hosts or that of their children, ov by 
the genius of the emperor. We shall have by 
and by to nutloo similar errors and wbuses ninong 
the Jews 
The essence of an oath lies obviously in the 

appeal which is thereby mnde to God or to 
divine knowledge or power, The customary, 
lorm establishes this, ** So help me God." The 
Latin words (known to have boon used us early 
we tho sixth century), whence our English form 
Is taken, rane thus: Sie me Deus adjuvet ot 
haoe sneta Evangelicn ; 80 may God and these 
holy Gospels help me; that is, us I say the truth, 
Tlie present custom of kuwing n book containing 
the Gospels has in England taken place of the 
latter clause in the Latin formula, 

Lt, then, an appeal to God is the essence of an 
oath, oath-taking is a practice which cannot be 
ustificd, Such an appeal is wrong, hecwuse it 
Ah mere act of w creature's will, being unre- 
quired wind unsanctioned hy God in a cose in 
which God is made a party to a certain course, 
which course many or may not bo agreeable to his 
mind because a wish on the part of the onthe. 
taker lor punishment, should he wil in his 
undertaking, or any part of the same, is an wot 
unbeonming a Hail wan, unseemly in ita vory 
nature, and awful to think of when man's sin: 
fulness and God's pawer ave rightly apprehend. 
ed ; hecause it relaxes the general bonds of 
religion, und morality, und trath ; (for in esta). 
lishing wn occasion when 'ustice must he d ine, it 
authorizes the Idea that its observance is not 
imperative on other oconsions) ; und heonuse it 
Is founded on an essentinlly false view of re 
Hglous obligation ; for as G xl sees, knows, and 
oro wll things, and as ali things, wo each 
thing, #0 man is hound universally ‘0 speak the 
trath and perform what he undertakes, bound us 
much In enoh und all the votlons of lite, as his 
dependance and God's sovereignty oan hind ao 
minal and acopuntable being ; so that it is 
radionlly filse tosuppose that there is or can be 
any thing special in the obligation of an oath ; 
the tendency of which falsity is not to raise but 
to degrade the ehnrmeter, to reduce the general 
standird of teath and rectitude, to weaken the 
moral sense, by encouraging the idea that on 
special vocasions and of course on specinl veces. 
sions only truth is to be spoken and promises 
performed, 

It is one among those numerous small ncoord- 
ances, compamtively with the dictates of right 
ronson which will S found to prevail in the 
Bible the more minutely it is investigated, and 
whieh, though now, hr wn revelation has en- 
lightened the mind, wre. discoverable by the 
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mind, are yet so far beyond the reach of the 
mind, when left to its own resources that the 
practice of antiquity bears in an opposite direc- 
tion. It is one of those very important aceords 
ances with truth, thut the Mosaic legislation is 
not answerable for the prae ico of taking onthe, 
which existed before the thone of Moses, It is 
found us curly us the days of Abraham, who 
made the oldest servant of his family swear he 
would select for Isaac » wife of his own kindred 
(Gen, xxiv, 2, 3, 87.) It is here observable that 
the onth in a private, not a judicial one: only 
that the rectoral authority of Abrahnm we 
atrlnrch, must be taken into nocount, The 
orm observed is found in there words, * Fut, 1 
pray thee, thy hand under my high and 1 will 
make thee swear by te Lord, the God of heaven 
and the God of earth, that,’ &e, An oath was 
sometimes a public wad gencoral bond, obliging 
the parties who took it to a certain courso—a 
came in which it appin® 10 hive been spontane- 
ous und voluntary ; ae when, in Judges 21; 
the men of Iwruel swore, saying, there shall not 
any of us give his pe unto Henjnwin to 
wile, (comp, ver, 5.) F.om 1 Kings xviii. 10, 
it appears to have been customary 0 require on 
occasions of grent concern wn public oath embraces 
ing even an entire ** kingdom and nation ; ' hat 
whether taken individually or hy some represents 
tive, we have no means o ascortnining, Such a 
custom, however, implying, uns it does, a doubt 
of the publio faith of a peuple, would hardly be 
submited to, unless on the part of an infurior, 

Oaths did not take their o.igin in any divine 
command, They were a part of that consue- 
tudinary Inw which Moses found prevalent, and 
was bound to respect, since no small portion of 
the force of law Lis in custom, and. a legislator 
own neither abrogate nor institute a binding law 
of hin own mere will,  Acomrdingly, Moses mde 
use of the sanction which an oath gave, but in 
that general manner, and apart from minute 
directions und express words of approval ; which 
shuwa that ho merely used, without intending to 
sanction, an instrument that he found in exist 
ance and could not safely dispense with... [See 
un illustrations of the sentiment here advanced 
the law regulating tho ** Avenger of Blood," 
Num, xxxv, §, und tle law of divorce, us com. 
mented upon hy our hlessed Lovd (Deut, xxiv, I, 
Mat, xix, 8.] Examples are found in Exod. xxii, 
11, where an oath is ordered to be applied iu the 
case of lost property, and here wo flest meet 
with what may strictly be called a judicial oath, 
(Lev, vi, 8-5, 
The forma of adjuration found in the serip- 

tures are numerous, Saul swore unto Jonathan, 
* An the Lord liveth," (1 Sam, xix, 6). ** A heap 
and a pillar’ were for a witness between Laban 
and Jacob, with the ensuing for a sanction, 
* The God of Alraham and the God of Nahor, 
the God of their luther, Judge betwixt us. And 
Juocob swore by the fear of his father Isaac," 
(Gen, xxxi, 82, sq) A common formula is, 
‘The Lord do so to me and more alo’ (Ruth i, 
17; 1 Sam, iv, 44,) which approaches nearly to 
our modern form, ‘So help me God," and is 
obviously elliptical, Reference appears to be 
had to the ancient custom of slaying some animal 
in confirmation of a treaty or agreement, The 
animal thus slain and offered in a burnt-offering 
to God, became an image or type, betokening 
the fate which would athe that one of the two 
contraoting” parties who fuiled in his engage. 
ment, und the words just cited were intended to 
Lo a voluntary assumption ot the liability thus 
fureshadowed on the side of those who joined in 
the covenant, subsequently the sacrafice was in 
ordinary cases omitted, and the form came in 
itself’ to have the lures of a solemn asseveration, 
An oath, making an appeal to the divine 

Justice und power, is a recognition ef the divinity 
(of the being to whom the appeal is wade, 
| Hence tu swenr by an idol is to be convicted of 
idolatry, Such an aot is accordingly given in 
Soripture as a poo of Idolatry ood u season of 
condign punishment, ** How shall I pardon 
theo fur this? Thy children have forsaken we 
and swiirn hy them that are no Gods," (Jor, v, 
7. xii, 16, Awos vill, 14, Zeph, i, 5). 

| Other heings hesides God are scmetimes added 
in the form of an outh, Eljuh said to Elisha, 
* As the Lod liveth and as thy soul liveth’ 
(2 Kings xxil, 2, 1 Sam, xx, 3.) The puity 
addressed is frequently sworn by, especiully 
ihn prince, As thy sonl liveth, wy lond, 
[ am the woman' &e, (1 Bam. 1, 20; xvii, 
00 ; xxv, 20; 2 Sam, xi, 11.) The Hebrews, ns 
well ne the Egyptinne, swore also hy the head or 
the life of wn wheent ns well an a present prince ; 
* By the life of Pharaoh’ (Gen. xlii, 15). Hane 
wiy suys thut the most, snored oath among the 
Povsinie is * hy thy king's head," Abe Eera 
unserts that in his time (A. D, 1170) this oath 
wis common in Egypt under the caliphs : death 
wis the penalty of periury, Selden, - in Lis 
Titles of Honour p. 48, ascribes the practice to 
the custom of applying the name God to princes 
(Rosenm, Morgen/. 1, 200 sq, ; compare Strabo 
xii, po 867; Hovod iv, 08; Tertull, Apol. ¢. 62.) 

The onthstaker swore sometimes by his own 
head, Mut, v, 30; seo Vieg | Enix, 300. Ovid 
Tris iv. 4, 45: Juven, vi. 17), or hy some 
precious ons OF the body, ns the eyes Ovid, 
Amor, dL 8, 18; "Tint dil, 6, 47) 
sometimes, but only in the case of the lanier 
Jows, hy the earth, the heaven, und the sun, 
Matt, v, 34, 886; Eurvip, Hippel, 10, 20, Virgil 
Ain, xi 170 5 ws well an by wngels Joseph, De 
bell, Jud 10, 4) hy the temple (Matt, xiii. 
10, comp. Lightfiot, p. 230 ; and even hy pais 
of the towmple (Matt, xxiii. 10; Westein,) Tley 
wlso swore hy Jerusalem, asthe holy eity, (Mat, 
vo. 3b, Lightloot ‘p. 281.) "The Rabbinical 
writers indulge in much prolixity on the subject 
of onthe, entering into mice distinctions, und 
showing themselves exquisite casuists, A lief 
view of thelr disquisitions way be seen in Othon 
Lex, p. 347, sqe.  Bome oaths they declared in- 
valid i ** If any one swear hy heaven, earth, the 
sun, and such things, although there may he in 
his mind while using these words a reference to 


