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IS THERE ANY HOLY GHOST 1
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All who believe in the Divine Threeness
as revenled in the inspired Scriptures, and
believe also n certain related dootrines
which are m. - especially prominent in the
system of salvation by gruce, make large
account of the Holy GGhost us one essential
element in the Divine Yoruonnlit . To that
One of the Triune existence the personal
pronouns are applied in Seripture as dis-
tinotively as to either of the others ; to Him
are ascribod the same attributes and per-
fections ; to Him is rendered the same wor-
ship  He is represented as participating in
the creation and government of the world,
and especially us porforminﬁ an important
part in the salvation of the Divinely chosen
and redeemed. His prerogatives have beon
recognized by the spiritual church in all her
centuries and in all lands, and dependence
on His agency has been acknowledged in all
creeds otherwise evangelical, Keclesinsti.
cul history is especially clear and definite in
the exposition of upward ‘and downward
tendencies in both orthodoxy aad morals
just in proportion as there has been a firm
adherence to this idea, or a disposition to
lot it drop out of the creed as unimportant,
More error has crept into the churches
through lax guardianship at this point than
through any other opmninF. Jorruptions
of both theology and morals have damuged
Christinnity especially through neglect of
the Soripturo dootriue of the Holy Ghost,
and it has ever been more diffioult to effect
uate reformations, theoretical and practical
in this particular than inany other, Atall

eriods, in all places, it has been easiar to

ring errorists back to a reception ol cor.
rect views of Christ's character and wion-
rious work than to a recoguition of the ot-
fices and executive service of the quicken.
ing, converting, sanctifying Spirit.  Justi-
fioation by fuith, us taught by Paul and af-
terwards by Luther as the article of a stand-
wng or falling church, has never met with
the stubboru resistance which has opposed
the teaching of both Paul and Calvin with
respect to regeneration by the power of the
Holy Bpirit  Arminignism in its varied
forms has wrought untbld mischief in theol.
ogy b{ ite representations of the Spirit's
work in man's recovery, not as sovereign
and supreme, but rather as auxiliary and co-
operative=ona of the great famify of pow.
ers in which the human will is co-ordinate
with the Holy Ghost. No theories are so
repugnant to human nature as the totality
of man's ruin and helplessness, and his
consequent dependence upon the almighty
agency of a Divine power as indispensable
to his resurrection from death and sin, This
is tho locus veaxatissimus especially hated in
modern orthodoxy, and the object of all
opposing systeins is to extrude it from creeds
and pulpits and religious literature. This
eliminated, other truths easily go the same
way, until all that distinguishes Christianity
is gone. Ignore the Holy Ghost, and what
to the world is the benefit of Christ's me-

diation ?
~ From those who were neverconvinoced by
that Divine Agent of sin, and righteous-
ness, and judgment, we expoct nothing bet.
ter than a ltusied exclusion from their creed
and teaching of this truth, so radical and
indispensable in the practical working of
Christisnity, They have no experience that
is traseable to this Agency ; they are whay
they aro as tho products of other agencies;
they know nothing of any Gospel truth *in
demonstration of the 8 (ﬂt nns of power;"
their fuith stands in the wisdom of men
rather than in the power of God, But of
those who profess to be the subjects of ex-
perimental religion, we have a right to ex.
pect more than a theoretio recognition of
the existence and admission of Him who
came to supply the place of the glorified
Saviour, lns to execute & service apart
from whioh none are or can be saved —
Heunce we are proloundl{ concerned as we
hear any of them lguk ng of Him, not as
& personal agent, but as an influence, &
mere emanation, and especially when we

more upon human than upon Divine agen-

. of the prinoipal women in the
see them dependivg for gonverting effioacy
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ey ; more upon cortain men, oortain taotios,
cortain expodients than upon ** the Holy
Gthost sent down from heaven; more upon
contrivances to influence the will, apart from
intolligent conviotion of sin and depend.
ence npon merey, than upon the pluin exhi.
bition of Gospel truth as the instrumént
and the Holy Spirit as the applying force,
Where the Holy tihost is thus practioall
disregarded, if not theoretically ignored,
whero is the propriety of calling a revival
““a work ot‘J:o &gpirit." ** & work of grace,"
“a work of God? What is the proba.
bility in suoh cases that the counted and re-

orted converts will prove to be anything
Knttnr than imitations, If He is not hon.
ored by the co-operators in such a process,
how far will He honor them in the charac-
ter of their products ! -Will He take the
converts at thoir hands as inciplent Chris-
tians and onrry forward a work thus boqun
to completeness of Christian oharactor
Time will reveal,

The disciples whom Paul found at Ephe«
sus confessed, ** Wo have not so much as
heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.”
They were simply ignorant of a fact; and
needed instruction. - Being right in heart,
they wore rondy recipients of the truth
whon explained, and *‘the Holy Ghost came
upon them" in & way that proved them to
be genuine converts, Ignorance of & pare
timﬁ:r theologieal truth may not disprove
the reality of a spiritual experience, Those
disoiples did not dishonor a known truth,
They acted up to-the full measure of their
faith, and noeded only more illumination,
But how about such as know that there is
o Holy Ghost, und yet practically set Hiw
out of mocount ?

Wo remember, as do many others, an
oocasion when, in a deliberative Convention
called to consider grave questions relating
to moethods for the mult?plionlon and in-
crensed officiency of a denominational min-
istry; the discussion turned so much upon
human devices and endeavours as to pain.
fully afféct the mind of the late l'rou&dent
Wauyland, and bring him to his feet with
the startling inquiry, ** My brethren, in re-
lation to this matter, is there no Hol
Ghost ¥ A sudden thrill, wont throug
the audience, and was the more intensified
a8 ho proceeded with great solemnity to
give the New Testamoent view of the Divine
supremucy and wethods in nolooting, calling
and qualifying Gospel ministers, So, as wo
attend what ure often called revival servio-
es, and observe what is said and done, we
sometimes wish for some one, taught in the
ways of God, to interpose the question,
" irethren. in the conversion of sinners, is
there no Holy Ghost?'  We recollect one
ocoasion when a man of years and experi.
ence did make an address which we thought
eminently seriptural, setting forth the Holy
Bpirit as the only quickener of the spirit
ually dead, nnd afterwards heard it said,
“ That old fogy killed the revival " Whose
revival, then, was it? Is any Gospel truth
futal to the Spirit's work ?- {t'. & R,

A MODERN INNTITUTION, IN
ANCIENT DRESS,

It came to pass in the village of Bul.
wer, in the Province of Quabeo.qn the first
month of the year 1869 after the birth of
Jesus Christ, that George the son of Simon,
said unto Isanc and George, the sons of
Joseph, and to James and the rest of his
brethren,—Bohold ngo priests of the tribe
of Wesley do willingly instruct us out of
the law of the Lord on the Sabbath-days,
and we have not rejuited them aocording to
their labor, Go to now, let us make a feast
for them, and go ourselves unto the feast,
and let us eut and drink with them, Amd
let us bid our brethren, and their wives, and
their little ones, of all the tribes that are

here in Bulwer, to the feast, Then they|rience of other countries proves that t
willingly agroed together to make the fewnerTere=wewwmemeto-domestio purity ; a Royal

but they sald one to another, Who will pre.
pare the feast for us }  Then George, the
son of Simon, said, I will even ask the
principsl women - round about, and our
wives will help them if they consent. Then
George, the son of Bimon, spoke unto one
resence of
her husband, Wilt thou buke oakes for the
feast? And she said, Behold T will bake
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onkes that will suffice for twenty porsons to
oat, Then eight of the principal women,
said, We have flour of wrmut.. and butter
of kine; and sugar, and sweet rpices of the
merchant, and dried grapos, and currants,
and wo will even provide enough that the
house may be filled with guests. Then the
ninth day of the second month of the same
yoar, thoy oame togethor to the feast; and
they said, * Let us ovory one give to the
door-keeper a picce of money for the
riests, because they have no inheritance of
1ouses or landy, that they may have gar-
monts, and goar, and flosh for themselves
and for their households.' And when they
had reckoned and found the sum of the
money, behold it was sixty shekels of sil-
vor; and they delivered the money into the
hands of the priests. And behold there
were some there present of the tribe of the
Congrogationalists, and of the tribe of the
Baptists ; and a priest of the tribe of the
Baptists was thore, for his brethren of the
tribe of Wesley had said unto him, Come
with us to the foast ; and he came and did
eat and drink with thew, and spake kindly
unto them.  And though there were so many
that the house was filled, they did all eat
and drink, and were satisfiod, and loft, —
Then William the son of John, the chief of
the Council, said unto the singers, Sing, 1
pray you, some of the songs of Zion : then
they sang and made melody, Then said he
unto the priests, one by one, Speak, I
pray you, in the ears of all the people, that
which may profit them ; and they did so.—
Andbecause the priests spake much, and the
singers sang many sweet songs, they abode
togother until the tenth hour of the night,
Then the chief priest lifted up his hands
and blessed the people, and they departed,
merey Iﬁt Joyful in heart,''— Christian

(Fuare .

MARRIAGE LAW REFORM.

e e

The Question, Whether a man may mar-
ry his deceased wife's sister ? has been dis-
cussed with much earnestness from time to
time in Great Britain, in the press and in
Parliament but the prohibition still exists,
It is likely that more will be heard on the
subject shortly in the new parliament. The
London Freeman in referring to this sub-
joot says ;e

My, T\ Chambeérs has ronewed an endea-
vour which was carried on with considerable
vigour o few years since in order to remove
an oppressive law which would have beeu
repualed long since but for the **privilege of
sanctuary.” ~ The right of a man to marry
the sister of his decoused wife is wholly
denied and forbidden in only one civilized
oountr{ in the world, and it would be
speedily conceded here if it did not belong
to the region of ecclesiastical reforms, The
House of Commons has several times de-
olared in its fuvour, but the judgment of the
“ Upper House has set aside the decision
of the Lower, The Tory Peers have a
traditional fondness for all kinds of restrictive
laws and abuses, but their darling of dar-
lings is an ecolesiastioal monopoly—some-
thing that ** mugeles the Dissenters” and
puts disability or degradation upon those
who have dared to think for themselves and
to be keepers of their own oconsciences,—
ToaT or{ peer a proposed ecclesiastioal ro-
form is like a red rag to an ireful Spanish
bull, and it mars his Belgravian b{iu as
effectually as the sight of Mordecai spoilt
the sunshine of Haman's prosperity. Henoce
the House of Lords has uniformly rejected
the bill for legalising marriage with a de.
ooased wife's sister, Jews, Nonconformists,
Rowman Catholics, and some bishops of the
Kuglish Church hold that such wmarriages
ere not contrary to Soripture—the oer-
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Commission has deolared in their favour ;
but despite all this the House of Lords
looks upon the oppressive law which for.
bids them as a ** Church” question, and
therefore persistently gives it the privilege
of sanotuary, The history of the last fifty
yoars teaches us how ihis opposition to the
removal of a social wrong is to be over

come. The people must press on their own
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House to keep on sending the matter up to
the Lords until sooner or later their Lord-
ahH)a will do as they have done before, con-
cede the oft-denied right in a way very sug-
goestive of one who in olden times said—
** Though I fear not God nor regard man,
yet because this widow troubleth me I will
avenge her, lest by her coutinual coming
she weary me."

We do not forget that many people con-
scientiously believe that these marriages are
forbidden by the Old Testament Scriptures.
But there is no desire for an Act of Par.
linment which shall interfere with their free-
dom and force them to aot agaivst their
consciences, Mr. Chambers' bill is not for
the purpose of compelling every man to
marry his dead wife's sister. Those who

think that such matches are not scriptural,

or seemly, or expedient will still be at per-
feot liberty to loathe them with all their
hearts and abstain from them with all their
strength, while those who with equal con-
soiousness believe that they are in ‘accord-
ance with Soripture, morality, and common
sense, will be equally at liberty to carry out
their convictions. Arvound a solitary and
somewhat obscuro passage of Soripture
much controversy gathers. Able divines
say it means this and other able divines sa

it means that, Is it not a case in whic

each one must be left free to form his own

conclusions and act as he deems best P—

What right has one portion of the commu-
nity to take its disputed interpretation as
infallible, and then bind it by an Act of Par-
liament on tha consciences and practice of
another portion of the community ?

The majority of our readers will have no
personal interest in the just settlement of
this question. We would submit that they
must_not therefore be indifferent about it,

.| It presses sorely upan many people, and we

must remember those who are in bonds as
being ourselves bound with them. We are
not revealing any secret, and we trust we
are not violating any delicacy when we say
that one of the most Si(\ud preachers of this
generation has been driven from his coun-
try by the cruel action cf this oppressive
statute. Its repeal will not only be a re-
lief to many who directly suffer from it, but
it will also be another victory for religious
freedom, and another instalment of religious
equality,

In the absence of any law on the subject
in the British Depeundencies the decisions
given in Great Britain are regarded as
law, 8o that any alteration of these restrio-
tions there will operate here. This is
therefore a matter in which Nova Scotia is

as much concerned as Kngland,

A DISSATISFIED PARISHIONER,

We once knew a man who said to his
pla.uur 3 ** L am going to another church after
this."

** Ah, and why so ' asked the minister.

“ Well, if you dont't get your shoes made
at my lhOP, I won't get my preaching done
at yours.'

go he went off, but the following inei-
dent, which we find in the Nation newspa-
per, rather leaves our dissatisfied shoe-
maker in the shade.

A young clergyman had just buried his
young wife. In the early freshness of his

rief he was waited upon by one of the
ﬁeaooua. who announced that{)rother Smith
had left his church and gone over to the
Methodists, and brother Suiith says that
you——his own minister—hurt his feelings
s0 that he can't get over it. The tender
shepherd was touched by this imputation,

and eager to atone to the aggrieved sheep.

for any unintentional wrong he might have
done him,

80 he took u{; his little erook,
Determined to find him,”

whioh he did, sulking over some job of his
trade of house carpentry,

After an expenditure of much affection-
ate entreaty and skilful oross-questioning,
the minister elicited the following ;

“ Well, the fact is, I knew there wasn’t
much chance of your wife's getting well, so
I went to work two or three weeks before
she died, s0 as to have it all ready, and
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