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made just the prettiest coffin for her that
was ever turned out in this town. I took
her measure a hundred times, sitting right
back of the parson's pew, you knmow. I
didu't say nothing to you beforehand, ‘cause
my woman had a notion that it would a sort
o' cut you up, I don't know why, but when
I heard that you'd telegraphed to lioston

under your preaching any longer."”
And ** get” he didn't. :

For the Christian Messenger.
" FRENCH MISSION AGENCY.

My. Editor,—

Having been appointed by the French
Mission %oard. as an agent to collect funds,
I left home the first of Januvary and per-
formed ten weeks labor. Collected in cash

$378 60. Obtained subscription ““’°‘"‘“§is anticipated which 18 associated with the

ing to §227. I found money scarce at
that season of the. year, but it afforded
me much pleasure to find the Churches
ready to respond to appears for the cause
of Christ. It made my work quite pleas-
ant. I cannot speak too highly of the
kindness shown by the ministering brethren
to myself, also the deep interest they mani-
fested for the Mission.—~May God reward
them and their churches an hundred-fold.
Our dear Brother Normandy has been
blessed in his field of labour during the
past winter. His little flock has been
revived. Four have been added by bap-
tism, The field seems white to the har-
vett. I hope some of our young men at
the Institution will feel willing to come for-
ward and assist brother Normandy in the
work, I think if one could be obtained it
would create a deeper interest in all our
churches. May the Lord crown our efforts
with his blessing is my earnest prayer.
' A. CoesWELL.

Christion Ftleszenger.

HALIFAX, MAY 5, 1869.

THE FIRST COMMUNION.

If Baptism is the act Qreliminary to
entrance into the Christian Church, the act
which is especially expressive of finding a
home there, is that of participating in the
Lord’s Supper. When one appears in
that position for the first time and euters
into the design of the ordinance, he ex-
periences emotions of a very peculiar
description. He is in a new relationship,
and that one of the most sacred on earth.
He may not be able to take hold of
the ordinance in all its associations and
significancy as he will in subsequent years,
but he regards it probably with searchings
of heart such as he has not previously ex-
perienced.

This is a time in which many, compara-
tively many, are deciding for Christ, and
giving up themselves to God and his people;
and we think it not inappropriate that we
offer a few reflections on their position and
relations, on partaking\for the first time of
the emblems of their Saviour's body and
blood. It may.be well also, for christians
who have been longer in the way to look
back again at the time when they first oc-
cupied a place at the Lord's table and par-
took of the memorials of his suffering and
death. This may appear a subject more
suited to private meditation than the pages
of a newspaper, but it is a part of our life,
and a most important part, we therefore feel
free to bring it before our readers, We do
not hesitate to discuss it when brought into
controversy, yet it is far more to our
mind to think of the wonderful facts the or-

. dinance embodies, which are ** without con-

troversy.,” Our remarks may nevertheless
be made, by many a young, d);aciple. a sub.
ject for his private consideration. Havin
been recently baptized and
the followers of Christ, he enjoys a sense
of relief from the anxiety he felt, previous-
ly to confessing himself a believer in Jesus.
He has passed over the line which is in-
tended to separate the church from the

world, and is now ready to be taught *all'

things whatsoever Christ has commanded.’
Having relinquished other sources of grat-

ification and grounds of hope, he recognizes |

the higher claims which the Saviour has
upon himself and all that he holds in pos-
session.

A great change has taken place in his
surroundings, not so much perhaps in what
he observes externally, for he may have
witnessed the celebration of the Supper
many times before, but its significance to
himself is very different to what it has
been heretofore. There is nothing out.

|

for one ot them new-fangled burying con-|fore with Him whose broken body it sym-
cerns, I must say I felt as if I couldn’t set bolizes, and in partaking of the wine he is

]

; £ | tation of admission to rank.
received byl
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wardly imposing in the scriptural obser- |more or less openly freq
make votive offerin

alternately Christians or infidels, as occasion m
render it expedient to a
character and conduct they
most abandoned and reckless clase of the com
munity., But in speaking of these classes under
the designation of Christians, a wide line of dis-
tinction is to be drawn between them and the
missionary converts, whose adhesion to Christi-
tinity, however imperfect may
convictions, is at least an act of premeditation,
and cnsures a certain degree of circumepection
of demeanour; whilst no similar obligation is felt

vance of the ordinance—far less so than in
the act of baptism. The very simplicity
of the service rendersiit the more intensily
solemn, when regarded as done in remem-
brance of Christ, and by his direction. He
takes the bread and feels that by so doing
he comes into closer contact than ever be-

assisted physically to think of the blood
actually shed for his salvation. If the

e —— - ———— 1 —— ——————— —— o . S

uent _the “ﬁblm. and
to the idol. The rest are

ar; and in point of
s are notorioﬁy the

be their inward

thought arvises that at the first institution of to be inoumbent upon those whose nominal ad-

the supper the Lord had to say * One of
you shall betray me,” how soon is the ap-
plication agaitf made ** Lord, isit I " The|.
enquiry too, may pass on from one to “an-
other, although unheard,and the possibility
of such ingratitude calls forth a new sense
of dependence and prayer. What holy as.
piration arises to Him who was dead but is
alive again, and who is now the Apostle and
High Priest of our profession. The time

institution—** till he come.” This was
the limit given to the continuation
of this observance ; and we may conclude
that all along through the future ages of
the world the discilﬁos of the mee{ and
lowly Oue will continue to meet together
from time, to time to have placed before
them these tangible aids to their faith in

iotion to Christianity is merely the result of an
accident. |

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE.

The Annual Convocation of this Institu-

tion took place on Wednesday last, in the
House of Assembly, by permission.

cipal Ross preaidetf

the opening exercises Dr. Ross stated that |P
there were 38 Undergraduates and 26 gen-
eral studeats.
conferred upon five of the students who
had completed the Course ; Messrs. J oae%h

Prin.
After

on the occasion.
The gegree of B. A. was

Annand, Herbert A. Bayne, Ebenezer

Miller, John J. McKenzie, and Joha M.
Sutherland ; and that of Master of Arts on

Mr. Joseph H. Chase, B. A.
Speeches were made by His Honor the

their once crucified Lord. Their necessity of | Chief Justice, Rev. G. M. Grant, and T.

union and fellowship with the Church are
here taught by the act of communing to-
gether.  The youthful believer and the
aged saint, who is only wuiting to hear the
Master's call, are as one at his table ; and
each feels the bond that unites them together
having had its origin in heaven,is drawing
them towards that holy state, as it brings
them nearer together into one body. There
may be various manifestations and de-
grees of love and sympathy binding
heart to heart, but the value of this
bond consists
who comes invisibly to the feast and
manifests himself to his brethren as he does
not to the world This makes them feel
tzat as their interests and destiny are one,
so are their hishest blessings derived from
the one great Fountain—who is **Heéad over
all things to the Church.” Let us never
forget our first communion,

INFANT BAPTISM IN HEATHEN
COUNTRIES., :

Sir James Emerson Tennent in his work
on Christianity in Ceylon, gives the follow-
ing melancholy picture of the administration
of what professes to be the sacred rite of
introduction to the Christian Church :

KFFECTS OF INFANT BAPTISM,

The administration of baptism was the most

rominent, as it appears to have been the most
Enboriuuu portion of their duties ; and the Sing.
halese, accustomed for upwards of a century,
under the Pertuguese and Dutch, to regard
baptism as the test and qualification for the en-
joyment of numerous civil advantages, still re-
tained the idea that the inheritance of property
by their children, as well as other personal priv-
ileges, would be contingent on the insertion of
their names in the thombo or baptismal register
of the district. On the periodical visits of the
proponent, the tom-toms were sounded through-
out the villages, the children were brought in
crowds to be baptized, and the ceremony per-
formed was in many instances by arranging tE:m
in rows, the proponent, as he passed along,
sprinkling their faces with water, and repeating
the formula of the rite. The Singhalese term
for this operation was Christiani-karanewa, or
** Christian making'' ; but it was far from being
regarded as anyt.ing solemn or religious. It
had been declared honourable by the Portuguese
to undergo such a ceremony ; it had been ren-
dered profitable by the Dutch ; and after three
hundred years' familiarity with the process, the
natives were unable to divest themselves of the
belief that submission to the ceremony was en-
Joined by orders from the Civil Government,—
Of baptism itsell’' they had no other conception
than ore civil distinction which it was su
to confer, and to the present day the Singhalese
term for the ceremony bears the literal interpre-
It two Buddhists
quarrel, it is no unusual term of reproach to ap-
ply the epithet ** unbaptized wretch” ; and when
a parent upbraide his child in anger, he some-
times threatens to disinherit him, by saying he
will blot out his baptism from the thombo.

Even to the present day a native child cannot
be legally registered without previous baptism b
a Christian minister, and the practice of the
missionaries (with the exception of the Ba
tists) serves to per
fuse to solemnize the
unbaptized.

Prodigious numbers of nominal Christians who

uate the evil, as they re-
marriages of individuals

have been thus enrolled derignate themselves
‘* Christian Buddhists,” or ** Government Chris-
tians,”” and with scarcely an exception they
are either heathens or sceptics. There are la
districts in which it woulg
an unbaptised Singhalese, and yet in the midst
of these the ullﬁion of Buddhu flourishes, and
{:iem and temples abound. The majority os-
nsibly profess Christianity, but support :ﬁ the
ccremonies of their own national i&ﬁtry,

in its relation to Him|.

H. Rand, Esq. Prizes were distributed as

follows : to Herbert A. Bayne, $20 for the
best essay on Chemistry ; to Mr. J. J. Me-

Kenzie $25, and to Mr. H. Logan $15.—
Prizes were also given to Albert R. Quin
and Wm. H. Doull.

The Chief Justice expressed regret at
the recent death of the Rev. Dr. Forrester,
Principal of the Normal School, and the re-
tirement of Rev. Dr. Cramp from the Pres-
idency ot Acadia College.

A School Bill is'now pending in the Legisla-
ture of New York, similar to the one introduced
by the Hon. Mr. Flynn into our House of As-
sembly lnst session. It provides that where any
denomination enrolls two hundred echolars, the
‘¢ Chamberlain, County Treasurer, or other of-
ficer who may have charge of the school monies
to pay over eight dollars a head for any number
of echolars the said Manager, Head or Superin-

tendent may make it :e}é;mr he bas taught.”’—
The ugle of the United States are beginning to
lose faith in their bonsted Godless school system.
We copy the above from -the Halifax
Express. Alter the light thrown by Rev.
Dr. Cameron, on the term ** godless” as
used by the Ezpress, it ceases to be a bug-
bear to frighten sensible christian people.
We think it but little creditable to any re-
spectable journal to be applying such a
term to Schools approved by a{l denomina-
tion of Protestauts, and not a tew Roman
Catholics. If the absence of instruction
such as that taught in the Quebeec
Schools, fromthe New Treatise on the Duties
of the Christian towards God : viz. Ks.
tablishment of the Church ; Characteristics
of the Church; Out of the Church no Sal.
vation ; Of Purgatory ; Of Confession : Of
Indulgences ; Transubstantiation : Of the
Sacrifice of the Mass ; Of Extreme Unction g
Prayer to the Holy Virgin,” &e., &e., ren-
ders our Public Schools * godless,” we
hope they may long continue so. Let every
denomination teao% its own peculiar views
to its youth if they think proper, but not
under the patronage and support of the
State,
We should be sorry to see such an enact-
ment on our Statute Book as that referred
our contemporary. It is strange

to b{
{ that he should point us to New York for an

example. We believe the majority of the
Schools in Nova Scotia are taught by
devoted christian men and women, a school
becomes generally pretty much a reflection
of what the teacher is. We deny that our
Schools are godless.

Although the Lieutenant Governor's
Speech at the opening of our Local Parlia-
ment -said nothing about our Educational
affairs, it will be seen by our Parliamentar
Intelligence that a member of the govern-
ment, the Hon. Mr. Troop, on his own

responsibility, has introduced aresolution,—
y|We .suppose as a sort of feeler ; perhaps
also it is brought forward for the purpose
P*|of giving an opportunity to mewbers to
ventilate their views on other subjects con-
nected with
danger of cominiinto collision with their
constituencies.
that of Mr. Treop's resolution is one on
which much may be said on both sides, and

be difficult to diow:g: :erhaps it is hardly necessary or desirable

education, without being in

ike many other subjects,

Or us to venture a definition of ¢ what is

commonly known as a Common Schoo! Kdu. |
cation,”
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but we should be sorry to see any curtail
ment of the educational advantages offered
youth of our land. atever is
done that would have such#n effect would
operate powerfully on the whole system, and
bring down the character of the lower
schools as well as the higher, and act in-
juriously on the Teachers, as well as the
Scholars Much caution is required .in
dealing with the subject. We trust that
wisdom may be given to our Legislators;
and that their deﬁberntious may result in
what is beneficial to all the interests con-
cerned.

N. B.—We congratulate our brethren of

the debt on their church ; the Visitor says :

‘“ At one time this debt was large, not far
short of $4,000; bat their late pustor, Rev,
Samuel Robinson, took hold of it with his usual
energy, and raised money enough from his
le to reduce it one half of its original dimen-
sions ; but the. balance which remained was
allowed to accumulate by the non-payment of
interest, until it became troublesome. Their

resent pastor, Rev. T, Harley, on takix:f; charge,
goterminml that this incubus should be re-
moved ; and he has steadily perscvered in his
applications to the people fofigthe needful, until
he has the satisfaction of knowing that his pur-
poee is accomplished.”

Churches in Fredericton N. B., are about
uniting themselves again into one church.
Committees from each church have been
Wpointed to draw up a ** basis of union.”

¢ trust that it may be a combination for
good to all concerned. * ~

RenmarkaBLE Concession, == Father
Hyacinthe, who is the most popular French
preacher in Paris, visited yons a short
time since, and preached to admiring thous
sands there. In one of-his sermons he
said—*Do you know why Prussia triumphed
on the field of battle ? It is because the
nation is more enlightened, more religious,
and because every Prussian soldier had the
Bible in his knapsack. I will add, that
what produces the power and the superiority
of Protestant peoples is that they possess
and read the Bible at their own firesides.
I have been twice in England, and have
learned that the Bible is the strength of that
nation." .

This is the testimony of a distinguished
Roman Catholic Priest.

N. 8. CeNtrarL AssociaTion. — Our
brethren belonging to the Central Associa-
tion will observe the Notice in another
column, from the pastor of the Church at
New Germany. The suggestions offered
are important and valusﬁﬁe; and all the
more so because given in good time.

Asa Coy, Esq., will accept our thanks
for a copy of the Report of the Commus.
sioner of Public Works of the Province of
New Brunswick. The Report shews the
expenditure for the roads of the provinee
with much minuteness and perspicuity.
o ————— Ry ¢ .

Notices, k.
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duoclq“on &l New Germany,

Dra  Brorisz,—~A low me in the first place to
correct an error which I find prevailing in these
Piris s to the time of the meeting of the Central
Arsoclation.  Beleher in bis Almanne says it is to
meet on the 8nd Twesday in Juuwe, and I find thas
idea Is enteriained by many.

SATURDAY IN JUNE. In the second luce perinis
me, in behuif of this church, to pnque‘l‘t the
churches composing this Association to send us the
nawes of their Delegates by the st week in June,
Our reasons for this request are these: this
church is scattered over a lurge extent of thinly
reitled comutry, 80 that convene'the delegates av
near to the Meeting House us we can, still some
Of them will probably have te travel a dist ince of
four or tive miles. If then the places handy to the
Meeting Houve Ae occupied by those who are nos
(elegates, the distances which the delegates will
have to travel will be too great for them to attend
all the Sesslons of the Assoclation. If the Bames of
the delegutes are sent, we will make such arrange-
ments thut i;)onon coming vin Now Ross will please
inquire for Deacon David Lantz ; those coming via
Muhone Bay wiil drive to the Meecting House ; thoso

Y |Coming through Nortbfield fnquire for Deacon

Rhodes ; those coming vin Nictuux will Inquire for
Brother James Moor, whom they will probubly find
At or near Mr Nelson Chesley’s, and at any of the
uhove plac s they will beuble to learn where to mike
their home during the Amsociation,

All ministers, whether ord Ined or licensed, who
expuct to attend this Association, but nre nos dele-
gute:' t’rlom clmrchudln':he Central, will please send
as their names, and the samo provisions w
.‘.l\dl? for them us ‘lbOVO. . s e

Cot uumications to be addressed elther to th
Clerk of our Church, A, E, Durland, Esq., or u.>

the wri er, < g
M. E. Harr,

B ——————" o~ y—— ———

Letters Received,

S. Armstrong, Rev. J. L. Read, $21. H. K.
Eaton, Esq., §6. Rev. A, Cogswell, Rev. E,
0. Read. Geo. ‘Orossby, Ra Rev, D

It is possible that some saving may be

and | effected in sustaining the superior schaols, '

oS
v

Freeman, 1sub. Rev, W, E. Hall, g’u.phiup;'

Thos, Goodeck, $4. J.F. Maste ’ . !
J”O M. M.“w. B’ w. ” h M

Brussel Street, St. John, in having paid off

We are informed that the two Baptist

The time of fts meeting, however, is the Skconp '



