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THE BRINK OF THE RIVER,

I bave boen to the brink of the river,
The cold, dark river of Death
And still In the valley I shiver,
Whore my child yielded up bis breath,
©ulll, ehi'l was the touch of the billow
As it closed o'er miy darling’s head,
Then lott him asloepron his pilliows=
My beautiful, beautiiul duad |

Ol! dark was the day when the token
Was sent from the palace on high,

That the sweet siiver cord must be broken,
And the pitcher all shattorod wust He,

Oh ! that midnight was starioss and droary
When our child had to fight the last foe=

At leagth, ol the confliol aweary,
Love loosed him, and sobhed : ** Let him go "

« Great Father, rocoive the sweot spirit
That is bursting lts fetters of clay |*
He slopt==ho has gono (o inherit
The erown and the kingdom of day,
That smile, ke an intant's esonping
From danger to mothur's own Lreast,
Told the moment the wngels were taking
~Qur weary one home Lo his rest, -

Wae pressed to the edge of the river,
And caught but one vanishin gleam,
As ho entéred the portals fo. ever ;
‘That ope'd the bright eity to him,
And still on the borders we linger,
Aund gage up the pathway he trod
We hear not the volce of the singor,
But we know him ut home with his God,

And silontly still though I wander

'Mid wrecks that are left by the tide,
Repeating tue tearful surrendor

Of the life that with Christ mnust rbide
1 hoar a soft whisper of pardon,

And promise of wiplug all tearsy
A moeetin ¢, beyond this dark Jordan,
" 1o last through unchangeablo yoars,

Gireen, greon are the pastures, though lowly,
Where the mourners are led by thelr Guide
And the ground wet with tears should be holy,
Where wo [HF a while must ubide,
Oh! green be the fraits trom such sowing
Of pationce, of fuith, und of love |
Thrice precious this season for growing
More meet for the kingdom above |
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DAN TAYLOR, A BAPTINT MINISTER
OF THE LANT CENTURY.

In the year 1764 a young man, about
five-and-twenty, rather under the average
size of men, strongly built, and with a
frame that exhausting labour iu & mine had
rather more firmly knit than wastod, took
an active part in digging out from a quarry
blocks of stone which were intended to be
used in the erection of a new pluce of
worship. He had already drawn out the
plan for the building itself, aud now vigour-
ously gielped to &-pmduqo that plan on
the stdep side of'W romantio valley, All
worked with a will, inspired by the exam.
ple of the man who was at once preacher,
architect of his own chapel, an«f mason,
The new edifice was at longth completed ;
when, to crown his other efforts to hasten
on the work, he carried, on his own stal.
wart shoulders, from the old meeting-place
to the new, the pulpit in which ho was
henceforth to labour, This was the man
who is justly entitled to be called the futher

and founder of the New Connexion of Gen.’

eral Baptists—Dan T:‘ylor. of Wadsworth,
_in Yorkshire, He had once been a mem.
ber of the Wesleyan Soolaty ; but laving
hieen led to adopt difforent views on the
subject of infant baptism through reading
Dr. Wall's defence of it, he hud sought nc-
quaintance with some Baptists in l’omng-
hamshire and Linoolnshire, and having beon
baptized in theriver Idle, nevr Gamston, he
went on to Boston, and shortly after returned
to Bircheliffe with Rov, ‘{' Thompson,
s minister of the Old General Baptists, b
whom Dan Taylor and his friends appear
to have been formed invo a Baptist chureh,
The place of worship which he had done so
muoh to build was cumbered with a debt,
which pressed heavily on the handful
people at Bircholiffe, and Dan Tuylor set

'Assombly in London,

off in quost of funds, The man who had
tho year before walked a hundred and
twonty miles in the dopth of winter in search
of Baptists, and hud contentedly slopt one
night during that journey undor a hay-rick,
was just the man to carry his point, what.
over it might be. Ho travellod toward tho
Midland Counties, and got as far as
Loughborough, Here he loarnt that there

were people in Lolcostorshire holding similar |

views tu his own, and that Barton-in-the-
Boans, near Market Bosworth, was tholr
original contre, Ho still furtlser gathered,
from the friondk ho made during his stay in

Lieloestershiro, that the Barton ohurch,
- | which originally consisted of seven mem-

bors—John Whyatt,John Aldridge, Willinm
Adeook, Stephen Dixon, William Koeundrick,
Mrs. Kendriok, and David Taylor (the last
6 plous servant of Selina, Countess of
Huntingdon)—had grown in twonty yoars
%o largo as to need subdivision, and thut
five distinot and independent churches had

u?ruug from the apparently small bogin-
nit

T
'fhoae five  wovoral centres woro—
21) Barton, (2) Melbourno, (8) Kegworth,
4) Loughhorough, (5) Kirkby Wooﬁhounu.
All this and much more, Dan Taylor
lenrnt before his return to his ohapol that
olung like a nost on the hill side at Biroh.
oliffe. He was the last man in the world

to forget what he hiad loarnt, The follow-
|ing year Dan Taylor was selocted as the

ropresentative of the old General Baptist
ohurches in Lincolnshire to the General
During-the noxt
four years, the divergence in dootrine be-
twoen himwsolf and the old Goneral Bap-
tists bocame more and more apparent, and
he, with the Linocolnshire churohes, whose

delegate he had been, agreed to withdraw

from thew, and made overtures to the five
ohurches in the Midland countien to join
with them in the formation of & new reli-
glotis organization, The cvertures were
oordially received, and a preliminary meet-
ing was held in Beptember, 1760, at Lin.
eoln. The first annual moeting, or assoocia-
tion, was held in London, early in June in
the following Jur. and was ocalled ** The
Awssombly of Froe-Grace General Baptists,"”
=, J, Goudby,

A RITUALINT REHEARSAL,

A writor-in the Ukristian Witness givos

an interesting mocount of a Ritualist

Rehearsal he witnessed in SBt. Poter's

Ohurch, London Docksyof which My, Low- '

der is the inoumbent ; -

On June 28th, happening to ptm_ down'

Old Gravel-lane, my attention was arrested
by & number of persons, gathered around
the gatos of Bt Peter's, Priests in their
lgng black robes, and Bisters of Meroy in
thufr strange costume, were ovidently on-
goged in o work which afforded them no
ordinary exocitement. Bome were going in

es5enner.

EWSPAPER.

Halifax, Nova Scotin, Wednesday, October 6, 1869,

similarly adorned, and wroaths were grace-
full{ twined around the font.  Kverything
indicated tho approach of a coremony, on
which tho gonius of decoration had ex-

.hausted hor powers, - The vergor and some

‘women woro cngagod in the moro menial
work of wwoeoping tho aisles, and putting
tho froshest aspoct on every part of the
building.

A woono in the ohancel attracted my ate
tention, and though I had previously wit-
~nossed tho skill and precision with whleh
'all the parts of ritualistio service are con-
~duoted, and know that there must bo some
amount of practice or rohearsal, this soene
onme 80 unoxpectedly as to exocito astonish.
mont, A number of boys, under the di-
reotion of what seomed to bo nn embryo

riost==ho was vory young—=were rehoars-

ng the part whioh thoy had to take in the

orformunce of tho morrow. Thoy were

oing drilled with the precision of 'a drill
sorgoant training raw reoruits, Under the
direction of thufr loador, thoy marched to
|and fro on tho steps leading up to the al-
tar, sometimes bowing, sometimes kneeling,
whon in these posturos their uttondant onre-
fully survoyod thom, putting a hoad straight
horo, and u body, u lntln too much out of
the line, upright In another place ; appear-
ing to bo doeply oconcerned to secare mili-
tary exaotnoss, - Whother this extra drill
Was nooessary to introduce an additional
“attraotion to the ceremony of the following
duy or not, I cannot tell. Thore was to
me something quite now. Kach boy held
in bis hand what looked like a wmininture
Muted shaft or column, of poroolain, or pa-
_per, about three foet long and three ino{:oo
~dismotor, The attondant spared no pains
(to get those held in the porpendioular, and in
‘true line, aa tho boys kuneolod before the
altar. Moro of this would porhaps have
‘been witnossed, had not the attention of
‘the principal been attracted to the presence
“of u stranger ; he immodiatoly walked up
the south aisle towards the ohanoel i whe.
ther he spoke, or motioned, or did neithor
(L ounnot. tell, but the young performers
soon filod off into the sacristy, and the re-
hoar:al was at an end,

These peoulinr oandle bearers I had not
before seen used, but ou the followin day
at the high culebration, in other wnr«ﬂ the
high mass, at & cortain part of tho servioe,
thoso boys, under the guidance of thoir
attendant, walked from the saoristy to the
stops of the altar, thoro thoy kneeled with
lighted oandles on the top of their stand.
ards, which they held oxact and motionloss
for a_considerable time, they then filed out
in the order in which they entered,
| If subordinate performers need such
oureful drilling, what an amount of prao-
(tioe must the celebrant and his prinoipal
assistanty undergo, before they oan arrive at
the perfection of motion, posture, and ex-
“prossion, so oharacteristio of extreme ritu.
alism,  Will it not be necessary to found

and some coming out of the church, the s new professorship of motion and awtitude |
former bouring lmmense bunches of flowers, ' to train priests in the reception of the old

o
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Father Lowder, in a tract Just issued to
his parishionors, says :—* If you have been
& communionnt for some time, long enough
roully to * tasto and seo how gracious the
Lord is" in this hoavenly foust, and to test

somewhat your stoadfastness, do not be

content with monthly ecommunion ; go on
furmighﬂy. and wm\ﬁl{. adding fostival and
sa'nts’ days, and so advancing to twice or
thrioo » weok, if the Holy Spirit give you
the desire and spiritual appetite for so fre-
(uont un{nynmut of your &urd'npnwuvu in
your soul,

** In your preparation not only come to
confession, but bo ocareful in your daily
prayors the week -before - to dress your
unu\’m; on-the morning of .your communion
tgut up in time to say your prayers curefully
oforo you come to chupoh, and be in
good time before the priest goes to tho altar,
that your thoughts may be fixed and your
mind quiet before the survioo bogins. When
you enter thu chunoel and approach the
altar to communionte, bend your knees, not
morely yourthead, before Jesus present in
Ilis Blessed Snorament ; and do the same
whenever yu\gj)uuu the priest holding Him
in his hauds, dr leave the altar,

** If you havo communioated do not leave

buk romain on your knees at least five win-
utes, ten if you ocan, that you may thank
God tor *His unspeakablesgift,' and ocon-
verse with Josus now present in your soul.

** Bring your childron early to be confirm-
od, that they may be warked in their inno-
conce with the Lord's seal, perfect in " their
Christian oharacter, and admitted into the

full privilogeu of their religious profes-
sion,’'

confossion either before confirmation, first
communion, or at some time. I do not
understand when a person once acknow-
lodges the value and blessing of confession,
the snoramental power of absolution, and
the vomfort of this ministry of reconcilia-
tion, that they oan over negloct it, or onl
uso it infrequently, I'he great objeot of ab-
solution is to make our peace with God,
but that cannot be made once for all; it
must be contivually maintained, and our
conscience kept void of offence by daily
solf-examination andArequent returns to the
sucramont of penance,"

Thoese extraots noed no comment, The
noxt morning at oarly celebration, six a.m.,
throe girls, very poor, might be seen under-
going proparation, probably for their first
oomwmunion, A young and handsome sister
in sewi-religious dress had them under her
onre., Her attention to them was most ex-
omplary, She had a task to keep up the
appoarance of reverence; the eye would
wander, the head would turn round, and it
was ovidently hard work for. uninterested
girls to keep on their knees s0 long and
proserve w devout uttitude and expression,
80 contrary to the feelings which moved their
young hearts.

They had oxample as well as direction

tho church directly after the servioo is over,

* Confession.~You have mostly been to
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of one mass o

formed that the following day the anniver-
sary of the Dedication Festival was to be
observed, that immense preparations were
being made to do honour to the oocusion,
that at loast a waggon load of flowers had
beon taken into the churoh—this was pro-
bably a slight exaggeration—whether so or
not, more were belug carried in by the,
for onco, brisk and business.like sisters in
black.

An the church is declared to be always
open, I thought it would be no intrusion to

ed by that witl A coosiderable number
of persons were present, for the most part
bulYly oocupied in the preparations. "The
principal of the mission was standing near
the font, °“f‘l“d in conversation with two
or three ladies, one of them in semi.religi-
ous costume. He himself was robed in
black, some few young embryo priests,
choristers, and sisters of meroy appeared

y in gowns of the same sombre hue, present-

(ing quite & contrast to the brilliant flowers
 soattored in the richest profusiof, to the ar-
rangement of which the sisters were putting
'the fluishing touches. The High Altar was

’ﬂowon and oandles ; the soreen
soparating the chancel from the nave was

On ln:lulrlug of u porson near, I was in.|wives' fables, and the bodily exercise,

in their assiduous instructor. 'The moment
which an luspived apostle has taught us to | of the magioal conseoration, when it is af-
'n:}'ulo. the one as ** profune,” and the other | firmed that Christ is personally on the altar,
as®* profiting lmlu."s or in the hands of the priest, the communi-

Who, knowing anything of evangelioal cants beut very low ; the sister, not satisfi-
truth, oould repress deep pity for lml-.!ud with this, bent her forehead to the bricks
taught, at a suspectible period of life, to of the floor, her body presented the aspeot
practise the forms of worship, as actors of an unshapely heap of black, beneath
their-part on a stage ?  Are not their no-| whioh, for some time, no one could have
tions of religion very likely to be limited ' imagined moved a beating heart. Yot on
to the outward ceremonial, to the oversight carofully scanning the ocountenance after.
of the inward life ? - ward, no trace of devout thought or feeling

It is but proper to say that no irrever. appeared. Perhaps this is not to be re-

enter. The .lﬁl!!;.éﬁl’lldo wis far oxcoed-{ence was manifosted, but the fact that these  garded as & proof of their non:existonoce.
z

boys were having their heads, and arms, | L'here may be such truiuiu{ of the features
and foet put right, standing and kneeling as to sot aside their natural. exfrosniou for
bofore an altar on whioh, wcoording to one of unnatural immobility. The example
ritualistio dootrine, there is the roal pre- ' and the training scemed to have but little
| sence of Oorist in the conseorated bread effect on the three girls, whose attention
and wine, every time the duly-authorised was partioularly attracted to the stranger
riost utters the mystio words, is sufficient- who seemed to be carefully noting all that
ry irrovorent, Buch s a sad, sad spectacle ; was going forward. How much better. if
to be grieved over if witnessed in a Ro. the hour had been given to a Bible lesson
man Uatholio Chapel, but to be viewed Under a different system the sister, whose
with mingled grief and indignation within ' countenance indioated both mind and heart,
the pale of the Kstablished Uhurch of Kng.’ might have beefa ocareful and successful
lnn«f tencher of Biblical truth, instead of a train.
In o similar absorbing regard to the out- er of knees, and heads, and 0yes, as @
ward, communioants are taught and drilled suitable preparation for one of the ‘most
for the reception of the ** Holy Eucharist.” solemn ordinances of the heis:iv1 Jhuroh,
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