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DR DE PRESNENSE ON BDAPTISM,

Halifax, N ov;x Scotia, We

ministorod to proselytes to Judaism. Be.
tweon it and o?

- | differonce whioh exists betweon the thoo.
oracy to which admission was by birth, and
the :Jhuroh, whioh is entered only by ocon.
version,

roumoision there in all the

Itis in direct conneotion with

Groat in tho foree of truth, “It In re«|puish that is with the most freo and most
warkable that wo many ocandid writers|individual nction of the human soul. As

belonging to Pedobaptist communitien agroe [ to the baptism administered to the Jewish
in prowonting the ovdinance of Christian | Proselytes, it accompained ciroumelsion,

Baptism as it is undorstood and practised by

und was of like import.
neophyte and his fumily from the defilo.

It purified the

Baptists.  Wo havo hore unothoer olear ex. | youts of Paganism, and soaled his inoor.
position from Dr. Do Prossonse a oelobrated sormlon and that of his children “with the

Fronoh Protestant winistor. The Fronoh

owish theocraoy ; its charagter was essen.

Protostants are, in wost respoots, similar tially national and theooratio.} Ohristian

to the Presbytorians.in thelr Churoh Polity
and practioe,

baptism 1s not to be recvived, any more
than faith by right of inheritance, ‘I'his
Dr. Do Prossonso has ve- |y the groat reason why we cannot believe

cently published an important work on|that it was administered in the apostolio

‘“* Thoourly Yours of Christianity,” It has|8ge to little ohildren,

No positive faot

sinco been translated into Kuglish, and |*0notioning the ,B'“““ oan' be adduced

published in London. The following in an
oxtract therefrom !

from the Now
g‘molh alloged are in no way conclusive,

ostamont ; the historioal

hore is only one oase affording any ground

Baptism, whioh was the sign of admission | for doubt, and those who attach more im-

into the chureh, was adwinistored by im.|Portance to the general spirit of the new
morsion,  The oconvert was plunged be.[0venant than to an inolated text, hesita.

noath the: water, aud an he rowo from it he [togly admit that it s of o foroe.§

recoivod the laying on of hands. Those

PO . o T e—

$ Augurting haw oreneously established & com.

two ritos mrrnnpnndud to the two RO | plgte purallol hotwoon OChristiin Cuptism and that
phases of conversion, the erucifixion of the |OF the Jowish proveiytew. (* \rehwol,,” il, 330

old nature precedin

the resurroction with N!

¥ive baptisod howseholds ave mentioned 1 ihe
w Tostamen', The fumily ot Sornelius was haps

Obrist.  Faith was thus roquired of evory | tised only afior the descont of the Holy Ohoat upon

oandidate for Baptism, y
osourred to Paul that baptism might be

Al Tt mombers, (Acts x. 44, 47.) ‘The family of
he iden never the Jatler a1 l'hul('w had l.u’mu)the prmwhtn: of

Paul and 81t “They spake unto him the word

~divoroed from faith—=the .l'n from the |of the Lord, and to all that were in his  bouse."

th g “anod‘ aud he does mnot hesitato, 8c, Pudl wiys (1 Qor, | 10), that he baptised the

in the bold simplioity of his language, - to | (xvi,

identify the wpiritual faet of econversion
with the wot whioh symbolises it
aro buried with Ohrist by tism into
doath," he says (Rom. vi. 4), With suoh
words beforo us, we are compelled either
to asoribe to him, in spito of all else that
he has writton, the matorialistio notion of
baptismal ro“:muuou. or to admit that
with him faith is a0 futimately a-soclated
with baptism that in speaking of the latter
ho inoludes the former without which it
would bo a vain form, The writers of the
Now Teatamont all asoribe tho same signi.
floance to bugthm. It presupposes with
thom invariably & manifostation of the re-
ligioun life, whioh may differ in degroo, but
wfxloh in in ovory oase demanded (Aots i,
485 vill, 18=<17,87,88; x 47 xvi, 14,19,
32).  **The baptism whioh saves us,” says
St, Peter, ** is not the putting away of the
filth of the flosh, but the answer of a good
oonsclonoe towards God, by the resurreo.
tion of Josus Christ.” (1 Potor iii, 91,
In thewe times, when the organisa.
tion of the church was still in many rospeots
undefined, baptism was equivilont to the
profossion of faith, Administered in the
name of the Lord Josus® as asolomn sign
of oonversion, it had all the value of an
oxplioit oonfession of the Christian faith,
ospocially st w time whon its obser.
vanoo was sure to bring down reproach and
gouoomion.f It i further probable that
ofore receiving baptinm, the convert made
a short profession of his fuith ; this was
that answor of a good oconsolence towards
(lod spoken of by 8t. Peter. This custom
was quite habitual in the second century,
snd there is every reason to suppose it o.
riginated in the first, - 1'his simple and pop-
pular confossion of faith has been erron.
oously confounded with the Apostle’s Oreod
which is of muoh later date. That Creed

mmu{ of Stophanas; and 1o the sume Kpistio
6?. he mentions that the family was the first.
irulty of hin ministey in Achuin, w ststement wh'oh

implios that all | « mombers woro converted - The

“ Wo [mngle doubtiul case is that of the baptism of the

family of Lydis (Acts xvi. 13), bus 1t loser this
oharacior when w s vonnoot it with the instanves al.
rendy rofecred W, It ur.mu \0 us avident that the
fwimily of Lydia was the firsttruits of Macedonin,
us the fam'ly of Stephuanas was ol Auhm&:

RELARE AR
THE LANT STRAND OF THE ROPE.

In the your 1840, on St. Kilda, one the
islands of Wostern Sootland, there lived a
oor widow and hor son, She trained him
n the fear of the Lord, and well did he
repay hor onre, Ho was hor'stay and her
support, though only sixteen years of age.
They were very poor; and to help their
soanty mouns, Ronald, her won, used to
volleot aoa bird's eggs upon the neighbour.
ing oliffs.  ‘I'bin fout was accompained with
oonsiderablo danger, for tho birds used of-
ton to attack him:

One day having recelved his mother's
blessing, Ronald set off to the oliffs, haye
ing supplied himself with w strong rope by
whioh to get down, and a kuife to wstrike
the MNP should he be attacked.—
How magnificont was the sceno! The
oliff rone soveral hundred feot above the
son, whoso wild waves lashed madly against
it. davhing the glitterlng spray fur and
noar, Rouald fastened one end of the roru
firmly upon the top of the oliff, and the
othor around his waist, and was then low-
orod until he got og osito one of those
flasures in whioﬁ the birds build, when he

/0 the signal to his oomyunlonu not to|l

ot him down any farther, He planted his

foot on a alight projection of the rock,

raspod with one hand his knife, and with

tho othor tried to take the oggs. Just then
& bird flow at him and attacked him,  He

made a blow with his knife ; but, O ! hor.

baptismal formuls, whioh received grad.

bird, he struck the rope, and sevored s me

ual additions till it booame & rule of | Of the strands, he hung suspended over

viaw, baptism oannot be connecte
with olroumoision or with the baptism ad.

that wild abyss of raging waves

fuith,
| & fow threads of hemp,
sy 7t gty dacpon °L'}:h:: Klorolng exclamation, which was heard by

by onl
He uttered {

is companions above who saw his dan.

oo L s | | @Or, and gontly tried to draw him up,—
'Thul'o In no:um‘lo ‘I'”'h‘o' am‘ ’{out?:nﬂ:l of (Awful moment! As thoy drew in each
tnh'o'u.ua‘ o('r'o SorW :‘o. " o I Erom: ooil, Ronald folt thread after thread giving

03, way.

“0O Lord! save me," was his flrst

::::?;‘“'Immmm must bave been attachod to | agonining ory, and then, *“ O Lord | oom-

am as the slgn of'l

p
#lnoe in some cengregn! It was held ary
wﬂn‘num It to Chrlst alroad tised, in
i gt vl WG Y | gadualy broing
"l punla o tw
}, 3 )
" .

Hone,

oration with the Church fort m

y dear mothor.” He olosed his eyes

on tho awful scono as he felt the rope

He nours the top;
v O 1 the rope is breaking. Another

‘ L L .
nmm; ll? 1-'“'53'.'3. and another pull, then a snap, and now he

M
::3.' usted in horotion| "8, (RRiPban. yoen butone strand supporting him. - Heo goue down to & drunkard's grave, and ten'
g Pt Horialian "% noars the top ; his Mo':a':h n{oh over to

dnesday, November 3, 18069,

rasp him t ho {s not yet within their reach, =
no more haul of the rope,

It straine it unravels under his welght
Ho looks below aut the dark waste of boil.
ing, fathomlons water, and then above to
the glorious hoavens, Ho foels he is go-
ing. He hours the wild ory of his com
panions, the frantio nhrlog of his fond
mothor, as they hold her back from rushing
to try to resoue hor ohild from destruction
He Kaows no more | reason ylolds ; ho be-
comens lusonsible, But, just as the ropo i
ﬁlvlnp way, a friend stretohos forward at
the risk of belng dragged over the oliff,
A strong hand grasps him, and Ronald s
saved !

Dear readoer, if ycu aro unsaved, I want
you, in this true and simple narrative, to
noe ‘your own condition, If living for this
world, you ure frittoring away your preoi
ous moments in pursuing perishing triflos.
An yoar aftor yoar passos away, the ‘rope
of life becomen smaller and smallor. Strand
aftoF strand snaps as the knoll of enoh de-
parting yoar tolﬂt its mournful nBtes. How
many thioads are now left, can you tell ?
Do you realize your position ? It oan not
be worse. How vlv!:lly Ronald realined
his position in that moment whon the last
strand was giving way, throad by thread
==when ovoroomo by the sense of his dan-
gor, and when that danger has wost immi-
nont, a strong hand was stretohed out to
sive him, which brought him safely beyond
the reach of further dangor, and P(wu him
in the loving arms of his parent !
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INFANT IMMERSION,

Rev, Howard Maloom, D. D., of Phil.
adolphia, while at Milan, a fow yoars ago,
saw an dnfant immersed. Being in the
grand oathedral, ho says, * 1 noticed
well.drossed party enter, bringing soveral
infants, and on inguiry was told there was
to bea baptism, Following the little group
toward the side of the ehurch (there are no
pows) we oame to a something which look.
od like a high-post bedstead, with erimson
ourtainn closely drawn, As we approach.
od, it was rolled out a little from the wall,
and proved to be a baptismal font of white
marblo, large enough for the baptism of an
adult, and nearly filled with water. A tall,

boside it, redd the rubrio, which was quite
long. Then extending his. hands toward
one of the infunts, one of the fomalos loos.
od a button or ribbon at the ohild's neok,
and drew down, with one aot, all its clothos
dinclosing its little body bound round aud
round with white diaper from head to foot,
making it stiff and strait a8 & mummy. It
was then laid on the priost's hands, who
gently dipped it in the water, pronouncing
at the same time the usual formula, This
was repoated in onch oase, with solomnity
and grace,”" Anxious to know more about
this ooremony, the Dr. followed out the
matter with the followlng result : ‘

Deeply intorested to wee ** Infant bap.
tism" performed by immersion, and that
in Italy, and anxious to know how it oame
about, I resolved to converse with the
rleat, if 1 could, but was quite ignorant
of Italian,  Acocosting him modestly, when
the people was retiring, I asked if ho spoke
French, He ocourteously replied that he
did, I told him I was an American, and
nevor having hoard of infant baptism bein
administered by immersion in the Pn%uq
Chureh, be oJ to know how it came to be
#o done, He informed me that all this por.
tion of Kurope had baptized exolusively by
immersion from the Apostolio age.—CAris.
tian Era, .

THE RUMSELLER'S WORK.

Mooting with a person the other day
who had formerly been engaged in'the liquor
traffio, [ asked why he had left the trade.
His roply was as follows 1~

** Iu looking over my account book one
day I counted up the names of forty-four
men who had been regular oustomers of
mine, most of them, for years. Thirty-two
of these men, to my certain knowledge, had

‘of the remaining twelve were then living, to woatter the glad

hand some priest approached, and standing:
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confirmed wota! T was appallod and hor-
rifled.  To tromain in such a droadful, de.
ﬁmdlu v and murderous trade, I could not;
enco I abandoned it."  Such are the fruits
of rum-relling.

RIGHT TO LEGISLATE FOR
TEMPERANCE,

.

The Rov. Albert Barnes, the distinguish.
od commentator, states foroibly the right of
sooiety to suppress by law the liquor tra.
fio. 'ly‘ho substance is this e
llf. Sooloty has o right to proteot it.
nelf,
;Jl. Socloty should not legislate to proteot
ovil, .
3. Bocioty should not legislate to regu.
lato ovil

4. Soclety has a right to tako efficent
mouns to preveat and romove evil,

O. Booiety has a right to remove a publie
ovil by destroying private property if neces.
sary. :

——-

WHAT WILL YOU SAY THEN

While Hopu, a young Sandwich Islander
was in‘Ameorion, ho spont an ovoning in a

uselo him with+ diffioult quostions. At
ongth the native said :

“I am a poor heathen boy. It s not
strango that m’y blunders in Knglish should
amuse you, But soon thore wlﬁ be u lar.
ﬁ" meoting than this, Wo shall all be
thore.  They ask us all one question, name-
ly + Do you love the Lord Jesus Ohrin?
Now, sir, I think I oan say, Yos.. What
will you say, sir M

When he had stopped, all prosent were
silont. At longth the lawyor said that, as
the ovening was fur-gone, they had boetter
oconelude it with prayor, and proposed that
the native should pray, He did s0 4 and
as he poured out his hoart to God, the law-
yor could not conceal his foolings. Toars
started from his eyes, and ho sobbed aloud.
All present wept, too, and whon they
separatod, the words, ** What will you
say sir ¥ followed the lawyer home, and
did not leave him till it brought him to the
Saviour, |

Tur wno or Tur wonnn.—To__thou.
sands this is no fiotion—no illusigh of any
over<heated imagination. To-day, to-mor.
row, every day, to thousands, the ond of
the world is oloso at hand, And why should
wo foar it} We walk hore, as it were, in
the orypts of life ; at times from the grout
Onthedral above us, we oan hear the organ
and the chanting of the ohoir; we see the
light gloam through the open door, when
AOmo Ielcnd goen up before us; and shall
wo foar to mount tho narrow stairoase of
the grave, that loads us out of this unocer.
tain twilight into_the serone mansions of the
lifo otornal }= Long/ellow,

——————r LR S v——

Dr. Lyman Boochor once said : ** A groat

many profossed Christians have no other
idea of religion than that it is the moeans
of getting to heaven when thoy die. As
to doing any thinf for God while they live
it does not ontor into their plans, toll,
you my brothren, 1do not believe there is
one infive hundred of such profossors that
will reach heaven ; for there is o maguan.
imity in truo religion that ix above all such
contomptible meannoss.”
Strong language, said I to myself. But
8 it not true ? In there not ** contempti.
ble moanness” in expecting God to save us
when we die, if we do not werve Him while
wo live ! .

‘ Ho loft o large property,” was a olo.

ing sontence of o recent obituary, How
many reflections it suggosts |  What a pity
he was obliged to leaveit! He w;a tak.

t was

Inf oat delight in colleoting it,
al 3. frait of his own energy, industry
and good judgment; he had to leave it
and go wont out of the world as poor s
ho oame in. He might have taken it with
him==or rather ho might have sent it in ad.
vance, Kvery dollax given in humble faith

dings of salvation,

oompany.where an infidel lawyer tried to ~~
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