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~ CHRISTIAN MESSENG - - - . 

DIGEST OF LETTERS TO THE WESTERN N. 8. BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 
The ste Yarmouth Chueh reports praiseworthy efforts for sus. 

taining the cause of God within thelr borders both by the employ- 
ment of men to labor in word and doctrine, and by liberal 
expenditures of means for multiplying and improving thelr places of worship, Rev, 1, K, Bill and 1, Wallace, were employed to 
assint thelr pastor Rev, G, EB. Day, in a series of meetings with 
happy results, Hiro have beon added by baptism during the 
ear, Monthly Missionary doe Aro sustalned with good atten: 
ance and lively interest, and contributions to christian benevolence have been liberal; while a vestry has beon bullt at a cost of about 
$8000, and a new church edifies In the lower part of the town is in course of erection, and another is about to be commenced at Milton, 
to cost about ten thousand dollars, cach, 

Hebron Chureh laments the low state of the CRise among them, and the prevalence of coldness and a mthy, Still the have experi enced some refreshing and some additions during the year under the faithful lnbors of Rev, John Rowe, and are disposed to trust the mercy of that G xd who has hitherto helped them, 
Pine Grove Chueh 1s not exporiencin Any. visible tokens of God's saving power; but its members, with a commendable degreo of unanimity, are working, and waiting, and hoping, This church las two liventiates of promise in course of preparation for the ministry | practices congregational singing with satistactor results | andsupports the enterprises of the denomination by weekly vontributions, { 
Lower Granville ChwreA haa enjoyed revival influences in two of 

ita sections, with the addition of ten by baptism, during the Yoar, and a gratitylng amount of general prosperity. This Church’ Tn con. 
{panes with Bridgetown Church AUtAING A native BRSacher To 
fonthada and wanifests increasing Interest in all the benevolent 

enterplaes of the body, 
Iillgrove Churok laments the want of boggy ming activity in the fow who seem to constitute the church, the sfattered vondition of the majority, the small attendance upon the preaching of the word, and the smaller still at the prayor and conference meetings, and recognise the suitablencss of thelr erying 

* Lord if thon dost not soon appear Virtue and truth will floo away, 
A faithtul roan wmong us here 
WHLseareo be tound, if ‘hou delay 

Lt Ragged Idands Chueh enjoys a good degree of union and harmony. Kflbets to stimulate those ps bind in discharging responsibilities, and improving the privileges of the chureh, have been attended with tavorable results, 
Kempt Church is not without tokens of good, although it has not had large additions” to jw membership. There is witnessed n strengthening of faith and growth in RPa0o among the members, and an increased attwoliment to the truth, 
1st Dighy Neok Church 1s waiting on God and for Gad no additions by baptism, but is not discouraged, hoping and trustin that the seed of the kingdom sown will boar 1ts frult, ’ ‘ 
Liteh field Church has sustained the worship of God by prayer and Spnbesncaghstngs when not enjoying the odoRstone] preaching of visiting bre en, Cause has been given for mourning by the detec. ton from truth of some of the members, 
long Iland Church vejoloos in the possession still of a little strength and the occasional visits of the Master, Prayer and von. fercnoe meetings hinve been sustained in the nhse ce of a pastor, and it haw been found good that brethren dwell together in unity, 
Stsaiboo Church is vxperiencing a dark and cloudy time—a time of declension and scattering, but the fow that have attonded the stated social meetings and experienced the refreshing profit of them, have been encouraged to hope for the return of gracious, reviving influence: os, 
Wood's Ha bor Church han had its organisation during the past year an the result of a gracious outpouring of the Spirit, and the conversion oi a large proportion of those who ‘now constitute ita membership, "The religious interest still enjoyed by this church is 

encouraging, : 

Amwnapodis and Upper Granville Church has experienced a revival during the year resulting in the refreshing and strongthing of tormer numbers, the development of a superior type of plety and earnest activity, and the addition to the churoh of teen hy Vaption, three by letter und two by experience, Still the churoh has an humbling consulousness of coming short of that excellence which should be the alm or every Christian ; but that a change for the better has taken place is apparent from the more devout enjoyment of Sabbath privileges, the more earnest and spiritual exercises of prayer and conference meotings, and the greater expansivencss and fervor of brotherly love 
Springfield Chueh is below the standard, It is without a pastor, and allenations exist among the members. Prayer and conte rence meetings are, however, sustained, and the chyrel is depending upon Clivist, and asks prayors, 
Liverpool Churoh lias not enjoyed any remarkable displays of grioe the last year, The Meetings for preaching, prayer and cons ference have boon well sustained, and union an harmony prevail, Numbers of the members have moved away from the town, and the pastor ix shout to remove w Toronto, 
Dalhousie Churoh lias boon long without a mstor and has con. sequently sufforod declension, Elder James Roid lubors with the church, at present, to good noouptance and for small remuneration and help ix waked trom the Missionary Board in supporting him, 
Bavvivgton Church han swarmed during the year and sent off a colony 10 Wood's Harbor. Numbers are therefore small and these sunttered,  Boviuse of scanty means, the preaching of the word is with dithoulty sustained and the house ef worship commenced, is yet unoveupled, 
Pubnivo Church laments re and indifference, notwithstand ing some refreshing has been enjoyed in the Improvement of the means of grave, 
Nictaur Church haw enjoyed an extensive revival and ingather- ing, during the year, in which wanderers have been reclaimed, sinners converted, and ninety added by baptism, 
Hillbwrg Church acknowledges the low state of religion. and gonference meotings 

hope for better days, 
Wilmot Mountain Chwreh has experienced reviving mercy and grace during the spring.  Prodigals have been reclaimed, sinners converted, and twenty-three added by baptism, The church desires higher attulnments in grate, more extensive outpouring of the Spirit, and wider extension of the Kingdom, 
Mill Village Church 1s often gladdened in the enjoyment of de stated means of grace and Is making arrangements tor Mehring " lrger proportion of the Pastor's time and labor, The church has boon strengthened by valuable additions trom Sister Churches, 
Port Medway Chu oh Is sad boonuse left without the experience of sonverting and reclnlming grace ; yet they are not wholly destitute of God's twvor und help, 
dnd, Dighy Nook Churchy="The work of grace enjoyed the last year has not been followed by declension, or instances of revous huok- sliding. Meetings interesting, and preaching adapted to the spirit. 

unl needs of the Churgh, 
Wilmot Churoh hus experienced a revival by which the weak have been strengthened, the fearful encouraged, stiners converted 

and twenty baptized, 
St. Mary's Bay Church has not as a body enjoyed any special work of grace the pust year, yet our section, that in which Bro. Normandy labors, the power and grace of God have been displayed, and thirteen added by bantism, 
wud Hillsburg Church soos the prospect beginning to brighten, | Bro. J, Jones’ services have been seourod and through his fnstrumen- tality n Babbath School has been organised und a prayer moeting | opened which have Incrensing interest and promise, 

i has had 

Prayer 
are thinly attended, yet w fow sigh and 

Q 
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Hampton Chureh hopes In God, though saddened by the low state of religion and removals by death, 
Milton Chueh 1s again without a pastor. Prayer and conference meetings are well sustained, Sabbath School well attended and some have been added, during the your, by baptism, * 
Clements Church haw enjoyed, In one of Its sections, a revival of religion, hy which wanderers have been reclaimed, sinners converted and nineteen baptised, x 
New Tusket Church has not enjoyed reviving boy the year, but langulshes instead : yot a fow names of its membership have not hid their light, enjoying the means of grace, 

Lusket Lake Church In striving for the faith; yet thelr success is not proportionate to thele privileges, The past year has been one of trial, yet nine have been added by baptism, aud the church lives in hope. 

nd Ragged Idands Church has neither stjaped increase nor suffored diminution during the yonr' It bs struggling on amid dark- noss, and experiencing at times refreshing and illumination in andi and contorence meetings, and under the preaching of the wor 
Brookfield Church reports diminished numbers, no pastor, and very many of the members indifferent to the clans of God. Yot a fow strive to maintain the cause, knowing that it is not by might nor by power that the end is achieved, 
ded Yarmouth Church (Deerfield) has 

during the year. ‘The Week of Prayer was observed with good ro- sults, The alienated have been restored, slumberers aroused, and forty youthful converts have been baptizew, The church rejoleds still In the enjoyment of a good degree of union and interest, 
Westport Chureh has. nothing cheering to communiente, hut regret their low state, and because iniquity abounds the love oi nny waxes cold, ¥ 
West Sherbrook Church reports diminished numbers and a year of darkness. You thoy express hope for the future, and unk assistance from the Home Misalon Hoard, 
Caledonia Chureh lias nothing encouraging to write, 

The brethren live in hope, 

experienced special favor 

They re- 

t was unwise. They are without n pastor, yet sustain conference meetings, and desire Missionary ald, 
Beaver River Chueh mourns its low state, the 

been one of declension rather than prosperity, 
out a pastor, Bro. Cogswell having resigned. 

Lower Aylesford and Upper Wilmot (huroh has boen at work and by the divine blessing the cause has been revived in some of its sections. Hellevers have been quickened, back lders reclaimed anid sinners MpbCully converted. In one section nine were added by baptism, in another three, The church hus under advisement w division and organisation for another, or the employment of an assis: tnt pastor, A new house of worship his been finished and opened at Melvern Square in the your; and a promising eanditate tor the ministry has been leensed. 

South Yarmouth  Cohreh enjoys the steady Redeemer's Kingdom, but does not witness the vapid progress desir. ble. Union is enjoyed and the new church ditioe lin been come pleted and dedicated during the year, 
Dighy -Chureh has nothing of special interest to relate, destitute of a Pastor they have become enveloped in dar having lately secured the noceptable services of Bro. J. 

hope tor the dawn, 
Gramfild Church regard thelr own unfaithfulness, and God's forbearince. They think their failure to grow in numbers shoul onuse growth in hv They apprehend the loss of the small proportion of pastoral labor they have enjoyed, and ask prayers. 
Graywood and Milford Church has diminished its membership b disoipl ne, dismissions, and death ; rt through the blessing enjoyed, 

in connection with the stated and fhithful minlstration of the word growth and prospority are anticipated. 
Ohio Chureh has experienced, during the Your, no unusual changes. Hope progress is being made, but recognize thelr need of divine interposition, « 
Middlefield Church has had no remarkable occurrence. A house of worship Is in course of construction, which is to be opened soon, free of debt, : ’ 
West Yarmouth Church has been revived through the instrumentality of Rev. W, L. Parker's labors. Nineteen have been added by baptism, with the usual concomitants of revival of religion, 
Tusket Church “having no Pastor, mourns the prevalenos of ine difterence, and a seattered membership prevents the exercise of christian Sys onthy and mutual support, At Sabbath prayer meet: ings, regularly held, the promise of Mat. 18, 20 is sometimes experi enced hy them, Using earnest and self sacrificing measures for secur ing ministerial labor, the assistance of the Mission Board is solicited, 
lake George Church has been revived, and thirteen added by baptism, : 
New Albany Chureh merely maintalne exlstenco amid untoward Influences. Ministerial labor has been enjoyed during a purt of the 

year, and assistance Is naked, 

Correspondence: 

past year having 
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THE LATE STORM, FAITH AND WORKS, 
MULLER SYSTEM, 

No. a. 

THE 

a 

In my lost communication 1 endeavored to show briefly how 
strikingly some of the objections too common even Mong ours 
solves in these days of infidelity and skopticism, which are made 
to the EvangelicfT doctrines, have heen met and rebuked in the 
gole and late disastrous and high tides, The argument is, of course, 
on the principle of Butler's Analogy, merely intended to slow 
that these objections though plausible, are futile, boouuse they 
may be urged with equal force against the * laws of nature’ os 
against the * Law of Faith, But we have the evidence -of our 
senses in the former case to prove thelr futility, ‘hese laws are 
stern and unhending, They will not yleld to mpn's theories, nor 
turn aside in accomodation to man's unbelief or Ignorance, 
This being the case, it is the height of folly to trust to those reason. 
ings and foolish theories of vain man's device, in applying them 
to un onse which is infinitely more momentous, vis,, the Salvation 
of the Immortal soul, 

I glanced too at the fot that knowledge is essentinl to 
faith + that God never expects us to belleve without a reason — 
without giving usa firm solid basis, upon which to rest our fnith 
even his own fofullible word, So Luke tells us that after our 
blessed Lord's suflorings and resurrection, he showed himself alive 
by muny infallible proofs” not one infallible proof only—but 
many, and not many proofs merely, but many infallible proofs — 
proofs so satisfactory and sufficient, as to satisfy all the demands ol 
tho most onreful and candid mind, And so Paul sys, * How 
can they believe on him of whom they have not heard 7" 
+ Faith cometh by Aearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

ER, NOV. 3, 1869. 

ret their division fur the organisation of uw new Church, and. think. | 

’ 

349 
I noticed, too, that faith is an operative principle, It invariably loads to works, And as Paul and James both showed, the 
absence of the proper fruits of faith that Is, obedience to the will of God, proves that tho faith itself a wanting, Those who took no pains to provide agninst the late distor, proved clearly that they did not believe it would certainly come, When a slok man believes in the efficacy of a prosoribed romedy, ho takes it, When he has confidence in o physician, he yields himself im. plicitly to hin guidance, and submits to all he prescribes, When the captain of a ship and his men have implicit confidence in their Pilot, they do hig bidding and work with a will, to guide the vessel through the dangers and bring her into port, So thowe who really beliove the momentous faots of the Gospel history, and who have implicit confidence fn the blewsed Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, will cheerfully yield themselves to his guidance, They will hear hin volee = the voles of the Good Shepherd, and follow him, They will howe his wos and do them, And wo when the rain descends, and the foods 
and beat upon their * house' i will not fall ; | 
upon nw Rocke And that Rook is Christ," 
But how, it Is sometimes anked, does all this agree with the ** Muller System According to that Rystem It In supposed, the eo ofall means Is discarded ; men ot any profession or oecupation need not work at all,~all they have to do is ft to pray and believe, and food and raiment and all necessary things will come of them. solves, without any exertion on our part. Applied to the late storm, that system it is supposed, if really acted upon, would have left the dykes unimpaired, would have loft the cattle shd sheep on the the marshes, the salt, and sugar, fish, flour, &o., in the basement wtiries, “exjiosed to the floods, and contented (teolf with praying and believing, And then it is triumphantly argued, that becwuse such a course would bo both unweriptural and absurd, the Muller System” must he filwe, anseriptaral, and absurd, This would be solid nud triumphant reasoning if the premises wera true, but the premises are filse, 
Those wonderful mon in England, on the continent, and olwe- where, I allude particularly to George Maller, Dy, Wioher, and Pastor Harms who have in these last duys' been raised up to tench the world hy precept and example the Seripture dootrine of Faith, and to bring*bnck the Church to her high and holy privilege of 

living by faith'—trusting in God, and rejololng In him at all times and under all circumstances, have no ides of fuith an dine severed from Ghedience, no Iden of recommending a trast that neglects the uso of such menns as God hus ordained. No, indeod | The distinotion between trusting in God and tempting God, 1s beautifully brought out in our Lord's temptation. When Satan urged him to prove the truth of the promise, ** Ho shall give his angels charge over thee to keep thee in allsthy ways" ~hy going to the * pinnacle of the temple" and ousting himself’ down-—he an. swored “C18 In written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God," This distinction is marked und broad, When I was endeavoring to comfort an excellent brother tho other evening under the heavy losses he had sustained, and the dark prospect that lny before him, hy urging him to trust in God, he replied : ** You have to exert 
yourself as woll ap others,” + You, Indeed,” | noswored, ‘and you have no objections I presume to exerting yoursel/.” But the tenor of your gloomy forebodings is, that your exertions will be in vain, Now that you have sustained so heavy n loss in tho destruo. tion of your running dykes, and because the land will be barren for several years, you seo no way in which you can possibly pay your debts, and maintain your family, Now then, dear brother hore in just the spot in which to learn to confide in God, Andwol Kot the Bible and read the 40th Psalm to him, God In our re fuge and strength, A very present help In trouble, Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountaing be carvied into. the midst of the sea ! Though the WATERS OAR AND bE TROUBLED-~though the mountains shake with tho swelling thereof. Come hehiold the works of the Lord, what desolations ho hath made in the earth, Be still and know that 1 am God, [will be exalted nmong the heathen, 1 will be exultod in tho earth. The Lord of hosts fs with us, The God of Jacob is out Refuge,” There, said I, Is comfort for you, 
Then I quoted another approprinte passage to him, it may be entitled ++ Faith's Song of Triumph,” « Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the Vines: the labor of the olive shall full, and the flolds shall yield no meat ; the look shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd In the stalls, yet will I rejoioo in the Lord, 1 will joy In the God of my 

salvation,” No far as tomporal necessition are concerned, no pros pect could be darker than the one this henvenly song supposos, But God would still live ; Ais resources would not in ny way he diminished, nor his loving kindness lessened, Heo would be wn ob. 
Joot of trust, of support, sud of unabated JOY) 0 VERY PRESENT HELP 
IN TROUBLA, 

Yes, lot saints and sinners ; believers and unbelle 
the lessons tho late storm is woll adapted to tench, After ull fs 
dong that human labor, skill, and wisdom can do to obtain th 
fruits of the ourth and the common nocossarios of life, to my 
nothing of luxuries and wealth, how utterly dependant are wo! Wo cannot of ourselves seoure the desired restilts. | The harvest after all depends on a higher power, over whioh 
man has no conteol—except by faith blessed be the Lord, there is power let down to mortals that moves both beaven-and earth the sen and all thing that wre therein, and that power Is faith, And then after nn abundant harvest has been sent Us==and socured, aM 
man calls socure~how unsafo it Is after wll 5 how soon Is all swopt away! Alas how miserable Is the man who has no treasure laid 
up in heaven ! 

wonuse it is founded 

vers, learn 

But, mark ! no storm, nor flood, nor other calamity that has 
fallen, on that may full wpon the world, will in the lenst offoot the rosources of George Muller's Orphan house=or abate the supplies 
of any man, he he, Missionary Pastor, op private christinn, who really looks to God, and waits on him In earnest, persevering, be lieving prayer, for the supply of all bis wants, Dear Rendor, try it and you will know the blossedness of trusting at all times, 

8.1 Ran, 

come, and the winds blow, 
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