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M) man by surprise, who is to be awakened
i n”‘”!' from his llull:nbor by a kiss of his fair daugh-
s ommoo | tor-in-law, Tt in & perfeot idyl. ' !
Far difforent, but not vhe less interesting
was the scene that opened on the saven. |
tioth anniversary of the birthday of a Ger-
man Baptist pastor whois no longer a stran-
ger to your readers, It there was not
much to be seen on that-day of those out-
ward comforts deseribed by Voas, yot there |
was something more noble and glorious.
There was not an old man bowed down b
age, but a vetoran in the service of his Uody.
in spite of his '{oara strong in body and joy-
| ful in spirit. There were not a few parti-
oular friends only, come to oheer his de-
olining days, but there was a whole ohuroh, '
most of them his apirimal ohildren, full of
gratitude and praise that the Lord had
spared their beloved pastor so long. I am
speaking of the 23rd of October last, the
day on which my dear father; the Rev, @,
W. Lehmaunn, of Berlin, finished, his sov.
entieth year. Will it interest your readers
to hear a little more of a celebration so
—{peculiar and so characteristio of the life
aod wauners of our German Baptist
churches ?
Well, tlien the acene opens atsix o'olock
in the morning, when the choir of the church
and a* goodly number of the people are
assombling in the chapel, that has been
decorated in the quiet of the night with
gerlands and flowers, a silver wreath on the
pulpit cloth being the most conspicious or-
@i hament. A deputation of two deacons is
now sent down to fetch the pastor from
down-stairs, and while he enters and is
taking his seat on the platform, some vers-
o8, made for the oocasion by the writer,
are sung by the whole meeting. Tt is a
song of praise. Anud is there not an occa-
mimeanassaa | sion for ity when - **the days of our years"
have become ** threesoore years and ten";
when in spite of incessant laboursin the vine-
yard of the Lord * the eyo has not be-
come dim, nor has the natural foroce abated";
when amidst continual journeying on land
and at sea *‘ no evil has befallen the tra.
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WAITING CHURCH.

BY RLV, JAMES SPENCER,

We'ro waiting for the Sabbath,
The long expected rost
Rcmnining‘ for the weary,
In the vity of the blest;
Where the congregations gather
Within the pearly gates,
And the praise is there ancoepted
Which for God in Zion waits,

We're waiting for the sleeping,
The dead in Ohrist, to vise
And brush the dust ol ages 2
From off their sightloss eyos ;
For He hath bid the dwellers
OF the dust to wake and sing,
And give a joylul welcome
Tu their returning King,

We're waiting for the a
OF _the morning, cloth.d in white,
To draw the sable cultains,
And admit the holy light.
We'll then not neod the onndle,
Nor sun n.r stars require,
For Fefore the fave of Jesus,
All the darkncss sha.l retire,

We're waiting for the Master,
Our ears would oatoh the ory—
“ Behold the bridegroom cometh '
His light illumes the sky,

We long to enter with Him,
And ut His foast recline,
And teate the holy vinta
Of Ohrist the Living Vine.

Religions,
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OBSTINATE PERBONS,

There are several kinds of this class;

without using Latin words to specify them|you see on your seventieth anniversary
we will refer in pltin Kuglish to two kinds. that & work, which you have bggu“ under

There are W!V“" obstinate persous. | the most "‘yin ciroumstances and the
Those who have made up their minds to| greatest o pouitfon

oppose an plln ortheory that did not eman- only struck its root deep into the ground,

out from their side—They pretend to see| bhut, like atree, hasstretched forth its branch-
no excellenoy in the same. ** None are 80| es in all directions, so that in consequence-
blind as those that won't see.” Lot a plan|of the formation of this church at

be proposed in some ohurch and \Ir starts many other churches have .prun? “E in
Bro. Obstinate and at onod vetoes it, says| Prugsia, many & herald has gone forth to

it will produce painful results. No malter| proglaim the true gospel, and so many
if the majority oarry the matter he pledges | thousands of souls have been saved ? And
to oppose it at every opportunity.
kind of dogged opposition—more of the|dor, when in a country where dead formal-
bull-dog element, or pig headed,
there are those who are intelligently obstin-
ate—that is they are couscientious in the

avowal of their conviotions and not to be|bhe made on a minister while officiating at
euil( moved, There ocomes some with|the altar in the first osthedral of the
n

rushing error into & community aud some | kingdowm, where in the capital of the very
are soon oarried away with the novelty and

thank God there are those in the community | glone, and eager to show to the pastor of

that are not so easily moved. They wait, | their own choice how wmuch the shepherd

and quietly examine, and because they do|and the flock are one, where the word of
not endorse what seems 8o reasonable the

are at onoe stigmatised as obstinate. | gtones ?
“ Prove all things—hold fast that which is| Buch must be the thoughts of him who

0od" is counsel worth heoding in these (js pow sitting at the table of a olupol.l

ays. which is & monument of all thig—a chapel,

whioh is an evidence as well of the inde-
fatigable seal of ::ix wl;: ihi“holotl““d th;
funds for it, as of that Hritish liberty an

THEGERMAN BAPTIAT PANTOR, " | Christian brotherhood, that contributed so
w—— largely towards them. The soung of praise

“ The Seventieth Birthday." Thisis the/is ended, Psalm xoi. is read. A chorus
utle of & well-known poem of the German |that has been studied, in order to be per-
scholar, Voss, the translator of Homer; a|formed to-day, is sung, and then prayer is
poem that is read in all German schools, | offered by a grey-headed good brother, a
and is distinguished as muoch by the beauty | deacon of the church, Then follows the

sad minuteness of its descriptions, as by | congratulatory address by the writer of this
she masterly manner with whiol the ocele-!report and the answer of my father. An-

Jgux. .

brated philologist makes use in it, in Gor-lot or prayer, another psalm of triumph
uun.olpthool olassioal hexametor, Inthis' (** God is our refuge and strength”), and
poem one finds the septuagenory asleep,'then the members crowd round tho table,
sfter »

good dinner, in the old arm-chair and express their joys in particular by the
noar the stove, while the old lady is pre-'shaking of hands and the brotherly kiss.

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesda;

veller ! Ia there no cause for praise, when '
on all sides, has not

erlin, '

' 18 &fis there no reason for gratitude and woun- | day on which m

Then | jsm and infidelity are prevailing everywhere |
where the laity 1s 80 much at variance with |
their olergy that & murderous attempt could |

(are waiting to follow. The project of open.

same country you see a church of believers
plausibility of the dootrine propounded, but| held together by the voluntary principle

Y| God has built up a living temple of living ing elemen

ring the coffee agaiust the arrival of the Nor is there wanting a birthday preseut.
oung folks, their son and his wife, who A carpet in & room is & luxury mot to be
we riding through the snowstorm on & fonund in many German houses, Buno-dq'
ledge, intent upon taking the old gentle. a fine specimen of it is bestowed upon the

——— -

pastoyg for the floor of his study, and so an
oxpregsion of the sympathy of the people
:- given, as great as their poverty will al-
ow,

The first part of the festival is concluded
The second part takes place on tho follow-
ing Sunday evening, when the ohurch has
prepared- a **love.feast,” a oclebration
somewhat similar to an Knglish tea-meet-
ing, but differing from it in several res-
peots, inasmuch as addresses aro not onl
given by the pastor and the members while
tea is partaken of, but hymns also are
sung, ohoruses are performed, pieces of
sacred poetry are recited, rayers are offer.
ed. 1Iu gets very near midnight before the
meeting will break up and leave the happy
{:Iwo of Christian fellowship and joy. In
\is address at this occasion my father
stated, as a proof of the gooduess and
power of God, that while all the friends
of his youth and his relations, who
have led a far easior life than hiimself, have
sunk into the grave, he has been kept vig-
orous and strong in the midst of labors
and _struggles.  Another incident that
‘““ orowns with loving kindness” this seven-
tioth year of my father's, is' the fuct that in
the course of it a brother of mine, who had
been a backslider for a long and gloomy
period, had been brought back to his God
and Saviour, so that my father has uow the
happiness of soeing all his six childron (two
of whom reside iu%}uglnud) athered in the
bosom of the Good Shepherd.

Your readers will seo from this acoaunt
that my father has veturned trom Kungland.
It wae with greatreluctance ouly that he
has interrupted his important labors of rais-
ing funds for some very urgont chapel oases
in the German wmission, iiut he yielded to
the desire of the Conference of our ** Mid-

.dle and South:German Association,” who
~wished him to be present at the opening of

our Frussian House of Deputies, in order
to be able to exercise all his personal influ-
ence in promoting a new petition for rights
of corporation, whichare so great a desider-
atum of our deruuu churches. This peti-
tion has now been sent up to the Chamber,

~and will, we hope, meet with & favourable

roception. From the tabular list appended
to it it appears that in the whole u(Pl‘ruuiu
alone there are now 51 Wiiptist churches,
with 10,067 regular members, and a cous
gregation of ubout 22,380 persons ; that the
members have a church property worth
about 183,218 thalers (about £27,000), and
that they have raised last year 27,850 thas
lers (about £4,150) in voluntary contribus
Mone. ® ® & o

I am happy to say that on the first Sun-
father was in Berlin again
he found ten believers , who had been con-
verted in the meauntime, ready to be baptized
in the evening, and that the ohape‘) was
very full at the baptismal service. Others

ing our oollege at Hawmburg for another
year's course of study hus been postponed
a little by Mr. Oncken's departure to the
South of Russia, where he Y- still at the
present moment, where he is ocoupied with
the important task of organising churches
of the New Testament out of very promis-
ts, Yourreaders will see, then,

| that the work of God amongst us is still

in the course of progress. It still pro-
claims to all its supporters at home and
abroad : ** Work while it is day.” I hope
that our friends in Kngland will not forget
that ory. I beg especially to send my affeo-
tionate regards to those among them who

were my former fellowstudents at Regent's
Park Uollo(go.

Berlin, Oct, 27. _.
Joskrn LEuMANN.

ANSWERS TO PRAYER.

A good woman hag semewhere made the
wise remark, that, when God promised to
answer prayer, he at least knew quite as
much about the laws of nature as did the
philosophers. This blow of Jael's ham-
mer certainly shatters a great deal. How
God does in his pro/idence answer prayer
and yet preserve unaltered the order and
course of nature, is » subtle guestion
which has exercised the keenest intellects.

sy November 24, 1869,

heistion IMessenner,
heistion IMessenger,
A RELIGIOUS AND GKENKRAL WSPAPER.
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An eminent Christian philosopher hus sup-
posed that prayer and its answer may go
couneocted together as eause and effeot,
with & sequence so subtle that it may be
incognigable foy ordinary observation, or
God way interpose among the physical
agents in such a manver that human saga-
city may not detect the operation of his
hands, Of such a casual connection be-
tween prayer and its answer, it may be said

y | that it can never be proved, and of the se-

cond hypothesis, that it can never be dis-
proved.—Rev. F. Arnold.
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GAVAZZI TO MERLE D'AUBIGNE,

The aproaching Council at Rowme is awa-
kening a great deal of consideration.
er Glavagsi writes a very earnest lotter o
Merle D'Aubigue on the subject, which we
find in an exchange. In reference, espeoi-
ally, to Italians, he says ;—

I am anxtous that you should raise your
voice for us, proving with your authority
that uot to prepare ourselves against the
machinations oy the Couneil, is to will our
own destruction ; and that to prepare our-
selves singly, without wethod and withows
union is a cer ain loss of time, and a sure
cause of defeat. Let no Christian breth.
ren despise the help of Italy, but let them
encourage us by precept and example, that
we miy be found at our post, all’ united,
in the not wery distant duy of furious
combat. My opinion, singe 1851, has al.
ways been that whilst Italy, af least for
the most part, is not’ re Christianized, the
Papacy will always have a standpoint from
which to tyrannize over the conscience of
all the world ; from which it follows thas
whatever the brethren rhall have done to

arouse and sustain Italy in ber return to

the Gospel, will be a common gain to the
cause of Protestantism throughout Chriss-
endom, .

L earnestly desire also that you would
insist, with your eloquent voice, not only
upon the wethod gou have suggested in
anticipation of tho Couneil, butlikewise upon
those which ought to acoompany and foﬂov
it ; because 1 should be of opinion (and
have even proposed it to our Alliance Com-
wittee) that during the Council there should
be instituted a Christian association for
prayers and sermond throughout the world,
us in Kpiphany week; and if the Couneil
were to last a long time, arrangements
should be made for these meetings two or
three times a week, at least, during its con-
tinuance. At the conclusion of the Coun-
oil a central committee ought to be appointed
of all Christian denominations, who might
issue formularies of counter-propositions
to any deorees ef Councils hostilo or irre-
verent 1o the Bible, with authority to con-
vene at any time and place the geuneral as-
sembly of all the Churches dissenting from
Rome, in which should be drawn up a new
protest against her new errors, and & solemn
re-assertion of the orthodoxy of all those
who stand aloof,

Thus activg, I think that the iniquitous
hopes of Mastai's Council would be entirely
annibilated, or at least reduced to the low-
est possible miniuum. At first without
doubt, there will be seen a sort of galvanie
revival of the dying Papacy; but it will
be ephemeral and short, and unable to

stand against the firm attitude of the

Ohristian churches united for the common
defence.

“DOES BRAINSWORK SHORTEN
LIFEW™

L masneennend

1st. Our answer to this question s ae
follows :

No, when performed in & proper way.
Yes, when performed in an improper way.
Auy pupil in school, or any man or woman
out of school, who labors more than four
or five hour » a day at hard study with.
out recreation or relaxation, will find is
injurious to health, and to shorten life.
But the hardest student may live to ex-
treme old age if he will observe the follow-
ing rules ; of whioh this is the

irst. Miogle labor with reoreation.
Beoond. ver stady or apply the

mind closely, immedistely after esting.

Fath-

it i '.'?‘3“‘4.‘;5& B i it il
R - :

S e, <
35

A St e s s A5 B - g

A

»- W
e

=

|
|
4 |
il
§0 |
full
il
|
t
i
I
1
o
i1
.




