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CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, NOV. 17, 1869. 
Corvespondence, 

@ Shae ra hs Mowssenger 

THE STORM, AND SPECIAL 
PROVIDENCE, 

Mr. Editor, ~ 
The late great storm lias been tho subject of 

much comment, 1t-has suggested various trains 
of thought, Preeminent among these, wo 
think, stands the subjeot of the Philosophy of 
special Providonces, What mind, In view of 
this wide war ol tho elements, haw not asked 
iteoll’ tho question-<In this a special interposis 
tion of Divine power? or Is it a neocssnry rosuls 
of tho unchangeable laws of Nature, happening 
irrespeotivoly of the merits vr demerits of those 
affiioted ? . It will not wurely be thought that 
such spoutancous promptings of the wisdom. 
loving olement in man should be hushed to 
silence. On the contrary it is elevating and 
expanding to the soul to study Nature, Therehy 
wo learn to grasp those great lending principles 
by which Deity controls and aotuntes the Uni. 
verse. Upon the subject of speoinl Providencos 
muoh orroncousness of opinion has no doubt 
prevailed, 

This may bo attributed to a want of true 
solontific knowledge, and to a sort of éredulons. 
nos kometimes. obtaining among men, not 
directed by renwon, The multitudinous kystems 
of heavenly bodies floating throughout Ime 
mensity, all boautifully and harmoniously per. 
form phoir revolutions In accordance with fixed 
law. hewe bodies themselves have ndvanced to 
thelr several progressive stages of formation and 
development through the potent energies of 
instramentulities no more arbitrary and inter 
ventionnl, Vegetation springs forth from the 
bosom of mother earth, the seasons come and RO, 
the leaves of’ the furest fade and fall, mon live 
ond die, and everything perlorms ite wllotted 
functions in accordance with—speclal dircotion 9 
If the various operations of Nature are cons 
trolled and enusod by immediate oreatorial inter. 
forencd nitd nfluenco, how happons it that that 
Divine power never fails to work in nccordance 
with fixed principles already established, and 
that everywhere nrannd us certain onuses nlways 
produce cortu'y efftuts? Unchanging and etornal 
law governs nll theso things, even the plant. can 
by no means flourish except when and where the 
appropriate conditions are supplied, Now If this 
pocent storm nnd the unusaully high tides in 
various parts of this Provines, whioh vocasioned 
#0 much destruction of property wero the result 
of Special Providence in order to cago tho sins 
of men, how was it that the British astronomer 
was ablo to prediot the ocourrence? Was he b 
some rare gilt enabled to rend the mind of thy 
Almighty nud revel His purposo to man? No. 
Ho Intorpioted Nature as governed by law, Ho 
road tho storia about to be, an the necessary and 
natural result of cortnin great Pyat Cnusos 

10 universal 
constitutim of things, Were those physical 
causes nnd eondivions Se instituted to no- 
complish the desired ond. Wo think not, but 
that thoy themavlves sprang into being neces. 
sarily bovause of the grand, genoral regulations 
dominant throughout the universe of worlds, an 
coexistent with them, Here it nny bo said that 
the phenomenon was evidently a pons of thy 
course of nature, but that natural laws and 
hysical courses were wo ordered and regulated 

beta the beginning ns to speak to men at this 
particular time In tnew of unmistakoablo dive 
pleasure, 'I'his 1 believe to bo the Iden of the 
wost enlightened advoentes of the theory of 
special Provi'ences of thinday, The conditions, 
olroumstances and states of ito man, must be, 
acoording to tho friends of this theory dependent 
in great degreo upon themselves, else man would 
be unpunishable. Now, did Deity, in establish. 
ing the grout eternal laws of Creation, looking 
adown the centuries of time, and contemplat 
ing the numberloss, incidental and variously 
conflicting “ wtntes and  elroumstances of 
the inhabitants of this little earth, which is 
absorbed as a drop in the grandeur of the ocoan 
of Infinity—meke those all-pervading laws de- 
pendent upon them, or was the higher end kept 
In view, vie, the greatest good of the whole, 
Rather does it not (com the more reasonable to 
Oppose that, In order to the succossful nooome 
plishinent of this lot named purpose, the storm 
of which wo have heen speaking had to take 
place, that it was a link in tho great chain of 
endless causes, existing independently of man 
and blu vendo, which themselves “wore the 
natural outflowings and developments of these 
sume anterior principles fused as it wore Into 
Nature from the gind Central Fountaln of Life, 
There war © connestion, ‘tis true, between the 
ovourrenve «1d the winfulness of man Inurmuch 
as they were voexistont—un Indeed there would 
have been had it happened at any other time, 
for man wlwoys eriv<but the question Is, had 
the two elreumstancos nny connection uw rognrds 
the latter causing the former. Tho thoughtful 
mind emphationl'y nnswers, No, Indeed 1t must 
be evident, tht had the luws of our Solar System 
been so athorwise arranged ns that this ocours 
rence should not have heen, then In all probu. 
bility, the conditions of this world and the ofr. 
cumstances of ftw Inhabitants would have heen 
widely different from what they were at that 

Bhi 
FELT 

safely bo sald that tho very elroumstances= to 
moet which it has been thought there is no 
reason why this storm was not instituted —were 
E— depondent upon the laws themselves, 
lnstond of the.dnws bolng aveanged to moet them, 
The samo may bo said of many other Instances 
of wosonlled wpecinl Providenoow, Let us take 
nn dHlustiation, Suppose prayer to bo fmmes 
dintely anewered by “direct Interforenos of the 

j Almighty, One plous man living Away up on 
the mountain sido whose lands ave parohed for 
want of rin, prays long and ebony for 
coplous showers, “Another good wan living 
down in the valley, whose lands from the pecs 
Havities of hiw situntion, nre abundantly watered, 
prays for a comation of rain, ere his !eautitul 

‘orops of grain are ruined through oxoess of 
moisture. Now, shall Deity answer the prayer 
(of the men of the muuntaln ? then surely “he 
(deals unjustly with the man of the valley | and 
‘vice versa, The question then ia, stall the 
Creator ho Influenced nt nll In this matter hy the 
numerous selfish, conflicting ond Individual 
doxires of mortals ? or shall he Institute o NyHtom 
of onus and effet governing thin department of 
Nature, which shall best wibserve the general 
0d and do Injustien to none? Dut agnin, if 

this ocourrence formed from the beginning part 
of the Divine plan in order that it might exert 
a benetlelnl influence on the worldly mortals who 
*uflured In conse: uence of it, how did It happen 
that it only affected those residing near the 
*hores of bays and busine, oto.? Were they the 
worst persons in the world? But stili again, is 
It not plain that the result must have taken plneo 
oven if the people had ull been very righteous, 
The course of Nature never turns for man, The 
phenomenon under consideration mua dave deen 
wd could not have been otherwise, else the har 
mony of the Solar System would have been dew 
ranged and God's fmmutablo laws would have 
heen violated, Tt In very onay in taking a hasty 
glaneo nt this matter tu reconoile with ft the 
iden of-n special and looal interpodition, but 
when we ut vps to trace tho principle out in 
oll Ite bonrings wo find a clush of arms result 
ing wn conftiet of bolle with reason, Further 
mote, If" God hud designed to speak to us by the 
express Institution of a front storm, how waa |t 
that He should acvomplish that design by the 
destruction of the lives of 80 many poor seamen, 
many of whom were hurled Into “ctornity withe 
out a moment's notice, hod address men 
through instrumentalition involving the destruc. 
ton uf wo many innocent enttlo, horses and sheep, 
who perished in numbers by the slow and hor 
rible ngencles of cold and strangulation, Let 
us hasten wnd turn away from such a view of 
thin question. from such a conception of the 
grandeur of onr Creator's government, Let us 
rather consider that the stupendous systomw of 
ennso and effect in Nature will over ln conselous 
josty move on, developing thelr grand, natura) 
and universal vos Ite and working out the 
problem of eternal progress untrammelled and 
unchnived If God governs the world by the 
spooinl and luonl exorcine of his almightiness, 
nnd hos power to effect all things other than 
through tho course of natural law, why does He 
not displace Sin with Good, Slavery with Justice, 
Poverty with Plenty? Why does the |'eity 
pormit famine, disease, sin, woo? Why are we 
created with attel utes of justice and ‘enpabili- 
ties of huppiness, and our instinets of benevo 
lenoo violated und our conceptions of the prin. 
olples of Distributive Goodness and Equit 
wounded by the manifestations of God's so-called 
Special Providences ? By a bollef In Immutable 
lnw we know and foel the sublime nssurance that 
Impartial and overlusting justice will ever he 
dispensed § and we learn to love, not four tle 
Author of our being 
These principles ‘wo believe to be In porfvot 

NO ordunoo with the highest Christianity, Al. 
though we speak of prayer ns not bog imme. 
dintely nnswered to the violation of Nature's 
Lavwa, yot in there not abundance of room for its 
henofioh and warked Intluonce within these 
limita? * The fire that warms us is Just us 
much n blessing, produced in aconrdanon pith 
the principles of combustion, ne though given us 
hy o miracle.” Although there may be no 
partieul rand loeal intervention of | ivinity to 
punla or rewnrd, yet generally considered. we 
whleve that the prinoiples of Cause und Evo 
In Nature ave hi hly boneflolal, in fhot the host 
(or man, Happiness being the result of obedi. 
ene to law § and sulforing nnd death, of violation, 
man is thus lod to respect and obey hin Crontor’s 
institutions, 

Acadia College, Oct. 27th, 1800, 
a 

Tuinken, 

For the Christian Mossengor, 

GRAND PRE SEMINARY, 

No. 4, 

Mr, Edvtor = 

Perbups many of your readers have alro dy 
untloipated the second oluss of persons to whom 
[ purpose to appeal In this mutter of erecting a 
Now Pomnlo Seminary, 1 mean q 

TO THE YOUNG WOMEN OF NOVA BCOTIA, 
Indeed, an addross to these appears to he the 

natural culmination of my efforts in this direction, 
If nny class of Individuals ought rensonably to 
foel an Interest In this undertaking it surely 
mst bo our young women, It is for thelr in. 
struction nnd especial benefit, it Is exprosaly 
designed, and In the end the general enlighten. 
ment and progress of the country, I felt it hut 
Just that the men of property, acting fe m phil. 
anthiropio motives, should generously contribute 

young women should likewise come forward with 
nlnerity, and engage In this work with interest 
and notivity, : 
Do our young women ever become aroused to 

a senso of tho necessity of advancement in ine 
tollootual culture and refinement? Are they 
fully connoloun of the tendency of the times, and 
of the rapid progress which the world around 
them is making In knowledge and eduontion ? 
(Ave they sufliviently ulive to the responsibility 
whieh Inevitably rests.upon them to administer 
to the growth and development of their mental 
powers? Do they possess n just appreciation of 
the overwhelming advantages derived from the 
proper cultivation of their various and diversi 
fled fhoulties of mind? The consideration of 
those onquirien suggests somo deeply Interosting 
and gravely Important ideas, Would I be 
Justly chargeable with entertaining uncharitable 
views, If I ventured to hint, that the young 
women of Nova Seotin, (and the remark haw a 
wider appliention), indiente an unwarrantalile 
apathy in the respects just named 2 Do not the 
vanitios and foibles incident to socinl life and 
sovinl pledsuron, possess n stronger oharm nnd o 
livelier interest in the minds of a large propor. 
tion, than study, reflooti n, and intellootual pur 

any weight ut all, they clearly point to the ne. 
oemsity ol Inorcased awakening in the watter of 
liberal fomale education, and to this ond the 
founding of an efficlent institution for ite wider 
dissemination, It in a glorious fact that we 
have noble instances of young women who have 
manifested an ardent thivst for knowledge, and a 
strong desire to investigate truth, But it is 
equally true, that there are many more to whom 
the opportunity is afforded, who evince no dis 
position-to avail themselves of the privilege of 
enjoying thin priceloss boon, Impurtant prin. 
oiples are involved, Indeed, n oareful investi_ 
gation of the state of socloty will reveal the 
fact, that the present circumstarives aro suoh as 
warrant—-nny, imporatively demand prompt and 
energetic notion, else serious cousequences must 
of necessity ensue, 1 awk every thoughtful mind 
th enlinly and deliberately measure the value of 
theso statements, 

[ ask the young wonien of Nova Scotia and of 
the Baptist denomination in particular to enlist 
In the cause of female education, In my last 
article I asked the wealthy men to contribute 
something towards tho erection of a New Sem- 
inary, 1 oxpect of course when more direotly 
wolloited, they will respond handsomely. As an 

oortain reasonable sum, by Tea-meotings, 
Bamaars, and hy any other legitimate means 
Which thelr nover-filing ingenuity may Invent. 
Do they require any inducement or stimulus to 

Y | enlist thoir synipathios and provoke their efforts 
in this undertaking? Let them study the 
charactor and contemplate the labors of the 
gilbed and worthy young women who now 
manage tho affaires of Grand Pro Seminary, 
Thoy labor with unwavering purpose and unre 
mitting weal for the. furtherance of the cause 
whioh they have voluntarily espoused, Will 
our young women, scattered far and wide 
throughout Nova Sootin, suffer these disinterest. 
od Indios to sustain unassisted the entire burden 
of this undertaking? Will they not rather 
oheerfully come forward and cordinlly second 
thelr magnanimous efforts ? By overy considera 
ton that In just and virtuous—hy ovory prin 
oiplo that Is lofty and noble—by every sentiment 
that Is olevated and pure, 1 invoke them to 
saorifice n fow personal geatifioations, and lend 
thelr ald to an undertaking worthy of thelr 
highest sympathies and hearticst endeavors, 
Tho most important interests of their sox are 
involved, In their intimmto relntionship to the 
well being of socloty, and the goneral welfure of 
the state, 

[ shall pursue this matter no farthor, 
it In the lands of our young women themselves, 
urging them, with all sincerity and entdostness, 
to aot In accordance with the dictates of reason 
and common Justloe—not to say sell: Interest, 
Lot thom no forget, too, that Grand Pre Sem. 
inary Invites their assistance and solicits thelr 
patronage, 

[ have thus, Mr, Editor, In a fow Imperfect 
nrtlclos st ited the case In reforonce to tho cone 
dition and circumstances of Grand Pre Seminary, 
as aloo to our\ronsonable expeotations In the 
matter of Increased facilities for the dissemina- 
tion of the higher branches of fomalo education, 
[ think ut least T have put tho caso fhirly, My 
work Is now comploted, When a new and 
offiolont Seminary for fomnle education has been 
established, thon, and thon only, shall my nim 
bo nocomplished, T know not what sucess may 
attend tho publication of these articles, I 
anticipate the results, will bo but small = perhaps 

My 

portioular time or proviou# ; insomuch as it may to this benevolent object. TI also think:-that our imperegptibly so. But I have discharged a con. 

suite generally ? If ctheso dens are entitled to 

auxiliary to the fund thus raised, I ask the 
young women of our denomination to raise a 

373 
~wolentious duty which 1 o:uld uot consistently 
have avoided, : el 

| I close hy expressing a hope that the fow ideas 
here suggested may exoite an interest in some 
(mind whose influence will bo more potent in 
furthering this magnificent project, I leave the 
matter to the enlightcned judgment and publie 
spirit of the Barriers or Nova Scoria, 

Proankss, 
Wolfville, Nov, 1 tA, 

For the C'hristlan Messenger. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

DEACON ROLIN nu, MARSHALL, 

of Springfeld, Annapolis Co,, died Septem the 22nd, 1809, in the 41st year of his a ms [Te united with the Baptist Cnureh about 10 yours ago, was baptized hy the Rev, 0), Parker, and haw lived in harmony and fellowship with the church ever since, Ile was appointed dencon of the church 2 years ngo under the pastoral care of oo P. F' Murray, which office he faithfully 
1} ‘ 

Bro, Marshal came to his ond b that * fatal 
disease, consumption, Ho suffered much, yet woe borne up hy the gree of Gud, whilst “he looked forward” to the better inherence: He lonves a bereaved willow and 7 ¢lildren to mourn the loss 4F an affectionate husband and father. May the Lord sustain and comfort them under their deep affliction, 
Tho ocension wan improved hy the writer from Rev, xiv, 18, Com, by Rev H. Achilles. 

) MRS ELIZA GRIFFEN, 

second Shognter of the late Oldham Gates, died at her residence, near Berwiok, Kings Co,, on 
the 10th ult,, at the nge of 49 years, In early life she became conneoted with the Faptist Church of Lower Aylesford and U per Wilmot, nnd continued a worthy member till death. 

your ago deceased paid a visit to her hrothers and sisters in the United States, and was oven thon suffering under Dyspepsia, &o, During the winter the : Fe assumed the firm a consumption, which finally terminated her 

She entertained no fears of hor approaching Mdisolution, though sufforing severely i having a well grounded hope of entering upon the rest ~| remaining fur the pags of God, She expressed the hope of meeting all her brothers and sisters In henven, and in conversation with a brother from Bridgewnter, alluded to the oircumstance of her mother, (now many years dead) making the conversion of her children an object of special rayer, And on rising one night from her nees by the bedside of her hres youngest nop fig ye o wbsonoo of the elder mem- ors of the family to a young pupil's prayer meeting, she behald 0 belah Bag Reith £m Spots ur stars, of different sixes, strang on it, Which seemed to her an answer: to her oft roe pented prayer, One of the eleven has now poston to tho regions of endless day, being the leat death of nuy of the children for 27 years ; nnd though not yet all converted, 'tis ‘ho 
thay all ‘may finally obtain the rest of the 
righteous, 

By request the Rev, Obed Parker preached the funeral sermon, Com, 
Re 

MARY BARTLET, 
n young Indian Syuew,- departed this life at 
I ridgowater, on Monday, Nov, 8th, of Con. sumption Her end wan peace, 
The writer was never befire so fully convineed 

of the 4, lg of the Mie Mac Mission, as 
when visiting this sick and dying woman 
of the forest, Finding both ler and her 
father and brothers rather more than ordinarily 
intelligent, expressing, as they did, some clear 
views of Chiistinnity, 1 was led, though in o 
casual manner, to allude to Mr Rand, 

The sick ones eyes sparkled and her whole 
countenance Lrightoned up, nssho heard the name. 
“Ah yes, him good man, I love to hear him 
road and sing: If my throat was well 1 could 
Min some hymns 1 learned from him; 1 like 
white people so much, they so kind to me, Me 
fel I noon go home so nigh him, (; Incing her 
hand on her heart.) 
These things may tend to encourage our inde 

fntigihle Bro. Rand in his good work, and may 
Induve some of our large Aearted Christinh 
brethren and sisters to ** lend unto the Lord" by 
giving spiritual Llowsings to these our * poor 
red brethren,” 

Yours, &o,, 
Ww. J GQ 
1
 —— ———— 

Religions Fntelligence, 
LIGHT AMONG THE HINDOOS, 

I'he signe of the times are indiontive of radical 

are these changes becoming apparent with more 
distinotnoss than in Hindostan, Among the 
eduentcd Hindoos there exists a seot known by 
the namo of Brahma-Somaj. A handsome new 
place of worship was opened by them in the 
oity of Caloutta to be called henceforth the 
Brahma Mandir of  Culeutta, After some 
formalities, Keshub Chunder Sen read aloud the 
deed, which has been since buried in the centre 

translation = 

‘* To-day, by the merey of God, the public 
worship of God in instituted in this place for 
the uso of the Brahu community, Every duy, 
or at leant every week; the one only God, the 
Porfeot and Infinite, without a second, the 
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changes In the religions of earth, In no land 

of the temple, and ot which the following is a 
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