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ANouths’ Aepavtment, 

BIBLE LESSONS. 
(From ‘‘Robinton’s Harmouy.") 

Sunday, December 11th, 1870. 
CONCERT. 

Sunday, December 18th, 1870. 

THE MOTHER OF JESUS, 

The happiness of Mary's lot waa 
womanhood. It lay mostly 
famfy affection. Mary had in this respect a 
lot whose blessedness was above every other 
mother. She had the lovelicst character that 
ever unfolded through childhood and youth to 
manhood, entirely her own. She had a security 

peculiar to 

mothers, knew that the child she adored 
wae not to die till he had reached manhood, 

Marrusw xxvii. 31-50: Mark xv. 38-44: Luke she had no fear that accident, or ‘sickness, or 

axiil, 45-49 : The wail of the temple reat, 
and graves opened. Judgment of the Cen- 
tarion. The women at the cross, 

Recite,— Scripture Catechism, 160. 161. 

- 

ANEWER TO SCRIPTURE ENIGMA. 

No. wl. 

Brug . 1 Sam. x. 21-24. 

Haman . Esther vii. 10, 

Usrijah Jor, xvi, 2M. 
A-chan . Josh, vii. 1. 

Josnva. Joshua i 1, 2. 

BIBLE SCENES, 

No. x. 
L 

: 

‘any of those threatening causes which give tad 
| hours to #0 many other mothers, would come be- 
tween him and her, 

Neither wae she called dre pe from him. 
The few words she add to the boy of 
twelve years, when she had lost him from her 
sight even for a day, show what this constant 
he wo on was to her, 

“WN why 

hold thy Father and 1 have sought thee sorrow 
ing.” 
There wae but a moment's flush from the boy, 

of consciousness of a higher paren : * How 
is it that yo sought me? Wiest ye not that | 
must be about my Father's businoss?’ 

Yet immediately the narrative adds, ‘* And 
he went down to Nazareth and was subject unto 
them." These wordsare all that cover eighteen 
yoars of the purest happiness ever given to 
mortal woman, ~ To love, to adore, to 

by a divine promise—this blessedncss was Ho 
to but one woman of all the human race. That 

There are but few examples in the history of | peaceful home in Nazareth overlooked by all 
either ancient or modern warfare in which the | 

victors have bestowed favors on their captives, 
But here is a picture of one, taken from the Old 
Testament. Find out where the narrative ie 
given, read it, and sce if the scene corres 

See the large fertil> valley encircled with hille, 
and sparkling with streams. Watch the hoet 
hm. weruss its pastures to bring home their 
&poil and prisoners to that beautitul city built 
on the long fiat top of the single hill which 
rises steeply from the centre of the valley.  Syd- | yet believing, 

| the great, world, how wany happy hours it 
{ had. a su day, ow far to 
months, and months’ into years, and this is all 
the record : ** Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
stature, and in favor with God and man!" 

Looking at Jesus as a mere human being, a 
historion| character, as some do, the one great 
peculiarity of him is the intensity of the per. 

, sonal affection he has been able to inspire. He 
| has been the one man of whom it has been pos 
(sible to say to the on gg ote nations, ages 
(and languages, * W having mot seen ye 
love, and in w bese got og see him not, 

rejoice with. joy unspeakable 
denly their march is staid by a seer, whose Land full of glory.” 1f we should ‘embody our 

t sage from the Lord so alarms the prin es, t 
they enforce prompt obedience to its command. 
The ast nished ry are tended carefully by 
their captors, who bind sandals on their wear 
feet, clothe those who are naked, give them 
meat and drink, and set the sick and wounded 
on asses. Thus refreshed, they are escorted 
wany miles among the hills and down through a 
deep ravine, to a great walled city, where the 
restored captives are left in safety amidet their 
own people. 

A HINDU STORY. 

At tiger, prowling in a forest, was attracted 
by a Heating ut. proved to be a bait, and 
the tiger found himeelt trapped in « spri S 
There be lay for two Sgn, hee a Bramh bey. 

that way. 
* Oh, Bramin,™” pitcously cried the beast, 

** have mercy upon we, and let we out of this 

Tab ! but you will cat me.” 
* Eat you! Devour my benefactor! Never 

could | be guilty of such a deed,” responded 
the tiger. 
The Bramin, being benevolently inclined, was 

he pon by these entreaties, and opened the door 
the cage. 
The tiger walked up to him, waved hw tail] 

and said : * Bramin, prepare to die; I shall 
now eat you," 
“Oh, how ungrateful, how wicked! am 1 

not your ‘savior? protested the tremblivg 
priest, 
“True,” said the tiger, “ very true; but it 

is the custom of 
get the chance, 

moe to eat men when we 
I cannot afford to let you 

** Let us submit the case to an arbitrator,” 
replied the Bramin. ** Here comes a fox. 
fox is wise; let us abide by his judgment.” «, 

“ Very well,” agreed the tiger, 
The Se, assuming a Jodicinl aspect, sat on 

his baunches with all the diguity he could 
muster, and, looking at the disputants, said : 
** Guod friends, | am somewhat confused by the 
different accounts which you give of this matter; 
w y- not ) wr enough R ade an equit- 
able judgment: but if you will be envugh 
to act the whole transaction out oy my eyes, Yes, their Master was the same as ever, though he 

the case. Do you, Mr, Tiger, show me j 
how you w and blared that tages ad 
then do you, Mr, Bramin, show me precisely 
how you liberated him, and I shall be able to 
render a proper decisivn,” 
They assented, for the fox was solemn and 

oracular. The tiger walked into the cage, the 
spring-door fell and shut him in. He was a 

countenance, and, turning to the Bramin, he 

ing favors to rescally 
- Good morning, Brawin ; good morning, 

| idea Of the Son with whom Mary lived in se- 
cure intimacy for thirty yours we should call 
him Love itsell. He was not merely lovely. but 

J he was "ove. He had a, warming, a creative 
power as to love. He gave birth to new con- 
| ceptiors of love, to a fervor, a devotion, a ten. 
| derness, of which before the human soul scarce. 
ly knew its own capacity, | 

We may imagine the peace, the serenity, the 
{Joy of that “household of which Jesus was the 
| center. He read and explained the Seriptures, 
and he prayed with them, in suc hlessed words 
as those we have recorded in St. John. In this 
life of simplicity and poverty he taught them 
that sweet and sacred secret of a peaceful daily 

| looking to God for food and raiment, that can 
, be learned only by the poor and dependent, He 
| made daily labor holy by choosing it as his own 
lot, Many little i ta in Christ's life show 
[the man of careful domestio habit. He was in 
‘all things methodical and frugal, The miracu- 
lous power he never was used tu sur 
round him with any profusion. He would have 
| the fragments of the feast picked up and stored 
in baskets, that nothing should be lost. - Mis 
illustrations show the habits of a simple home. 
The kingdom of heaven is as the leaven hidden 
(in three measures of weal —doubtless he had 
‘often watched his mother in this process. The 
| woman, who, losing one piece of movey from 
her little store, lights a candle and searches dili- 
geotly, brings to our mind the dwelling of the 
poor where every penny has its value, 

Many little touches show the personal refine 
weot and delicacy of his habits, the order and 
purity that extended to all his ways. While he 
repressed A — and profusion, he felt 
keenly and justified bravely that profusion of the 
heart that “delights in costliness as vy 
‘love, Even in the moment of his highest 
 triumph—that moment of tumultuous joy and 

The triumph, when he awoke from the dead und 
| arose to immortal life—we find the same calm 
simplicity and purity of habit. It was nat 
without that the evangelist describes the 
sacred order in which they found the sepuloher : 
* He scetn the linen cloths lie, and the napkin 
that was about his head not lying with the linen 
clothe, but wrapped together iv a by it 
sell.” In that calmness, order, and just atten 
tion to the merest trifle, the disciples felt that 

oy through so wonderful an experience. 
ere seems to be reason to think that the re- 

tirement and stillness of the peasant life in 
Nazareth, its dee hidden character, was 
peculiarly suited to the constitutional taste both 
‘of Jesus und his mother, Mary was, from the 
little we see of her, one of those silent brooding 
women, who a and meditation, whose 
thoughts are expressed confidentially to 

: ial natures. There is every evidence 4 
our 's individual and human nature was in 
this respect peculiarly sympathetic with that of 
his mother, The prophecy of leaiah predicts 
this trait. of his charsoter. *‘ He shall not 
strive, nor ery, wor lift up, nor cause his voice 
to be heard in the streets.” In the commence. 

, ment of his wi we find the same avoidance 
of, and distaste for publicity. He hushed the 
seal of his dieol he wrought miracles 
with injunctions of secrecy, ** See thou 
tell no man.” The rush of sensational popular 

from it. ** Come 
and rest awhile," 

y ‘‘ lor there were 0 

of to be specially attractive to him. in the sphere ; voi A 

in egg by such as is not accorded to other | 

thou dealt with me thus; be. 

the beloved object in perfect security, guarded | PO 

‘mane where it is said Jesus 
| with his disci the retirement of the family 
of Mary, Martha and Lazarus at Bethany, scemed 

ndeed so 
reat a d he for quiet and peace, and 
or the calm of that congenial thought and 

‘communion that.can be held only with a few, 
that his public life must be rded as a con- 

‘stant aot of self<abnegation. It was as foreign 
‘to him to be out in the hot glare and dust of 

ublicity and to battle in the crowded ways of 
| life as to the most gentle woman. Divine Love 
(waa ever in this bustling, noisy, vulgar, out 
ward life, lonely, nod a stranger, He was in 
the world, says St. John, the world was 
ge 2 him, but the world knew him not. 

fo was one woman of all women, to whom 
it wae given to know him perfeotly, entirely, 
intimately—to whom his nature was knit in the 
closest possible union and identity. He was 
bonee! her bone and flesh of her flesh—his 
divine life grew out of her moMal nature, 
We are led to see in our Lord a peculiarity ae 

to the wunver of his birth whioh made him 
more purely sympathetic with his mother than 
any other son of woman, He had no mortal 
father, All that was human in him was bor 
nature—it was the union ol the Divine nature 
with the nature of a pure woman, Hence there 
ia in Jesus more of the pure feminine element 
than in any other man. It was feminine ele- 
ment exalted and taken into uniap with divinity. 
Robertson has a very interesting sermon on th 

int, showing how the existence of this lemi- 
nine element in the character of Jesus oy gro 
all that want in the human heart to which it has 
been said the worship of the Virgin mother was 
adapted. Christ through his intimyte ‘relation. 
ship with thie one highly favored among women 
had the knowl of all that the heart of man 
or woman can seek for its needs. 

There is in the sacred narrative a reticence 
in regard to the mother of Jesus, which would 
scem very significantly to bear upon the errors 
of modern 
Mary was never in any one instance associated 
in his public work with Jesus. She was not 
among the women who are mentioned as ful. 
lowing and ministering to him. She waa, it 
seems, in Jerusalem at the last passover of our 
Lord, but it was not with her, or at her table, 
that he prepared to eat the passover. lle did 
that as master in his own house, with a fai 
was of little children of his own choosing, Mary 
was not at the first eucharistic feast, Badoube. 
edly there was foreknowledge and Divine design 
in ull this, and doubtless Josus and Mary were 
#0 completely one in will and purpose, that she 
of periect nccord with him in all these arrange. 
wents. There are souls so perfectly attuned to 
each other, with such an exact understanding 
and sympathy, that personal presence no longer 
becomes: a necossity, They are always with 
cach other inspirit however outwardly separated. 
But we find him with her once more, open! 

und visibly, in the hour when ull others forsvo 
him. The delicacy of woman may cause her to 
shrink from the bustle of public triumph, but 
when truth and holiness are brought to public 
scorn she is there to defend, to suffer, to die. 
Can we conceive what that mob was that led 
Jesas forth to death? Mobs in our days are 
brutal, but what were they then? Consider 
what the times must have been when scourgin 
was un ordinary punishment for a criminal, and 
crucifixion an ordinary. wode of execution. 
What were the sights, the sounds, the exhibi- 
tione of brutalit which Mary and the 
women (riends of Jesus lollowed him eteadily ? 
And Mary did not faint—did not sink. She did 
not full to the earth when an wugel predicted 
ber glory—she did not fall now when the sword 
had gone through her heart. It is all told in 
one word, ** Now there steed by the cross of 
Jesus his mother.” The lust word that Jesus 
spoke to any mortal ear wus to commend her to 
his dearest t After oe png Mary 
Appears once more wmong iples, wait 
and praying for the descent of the’ Holy Gost 
~-and then in the sacred record we hear of her 
DO wore. 
But enough has been told of her to make her 

forever dear to all Christiun hearts. That Mary 
is now with Jesus, that there is an intimac 
and sympathy between her soul and his, suc 
as cun belong to no other created being, seceins 
certain, 
Nor should we suffer the false and idolatrous 

views that have been held of her, to vent 
that just love and veneration which will enable 
us to call ber blessed, and tw look forward to 
meeting her in heaven, as one of the brightest 
bye of thas glorious world, — Mrs. Stowe in the 

| Christian Union. 

There is considerable wovement in regard to 
the Ssirane lor the London School ay Je 
one could more a reprosent 
views than De, Ans. PE he ASdress he ae 
~The encouragement of the intelligent and 
reverent reading of the Bible, fairness in the 
treatment of existing schools, equal educational 

| advantages for wll classes and both sexes, no 
| compromise of cvuscience, compulsory atten. 
dunce if absolutely necessary—these are the 
principles of the Act, and they have my hearty 
support.” 

Winter ie now fairly upon us, and the teams 
are vr tw the my rg in various 
parts of the country, Our advice to every wan 
who to the woods, be he eaptain, cuok, 
of “*Juhne n's Anodyne Liniment” “ Parsons 
Purgative Palle,” Many mouths of labor (in the 

distasteful to him, and, 67S) may be saved by, this precaution. 
yo Bad enough to look and feel bad yourself; but 

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, NOV. 30, 1870. 
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ariolatry. It is rewarkable that|y 

8 | Lord. Strong 
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"CONSECRATED ABILITY. 

« What is the greatest lack of our Sunday 
schools?" ) 

How often in Institute meetings and Sunday 
school conventions do we hear the question 
asked. And this other one, which is but an. 
other form of the same question : 
* What do we most need to make our Sunda 

schools mure effective 7’ ™ 
And | have observed that in every case there ' 

is always, among other responses, this one: 
“ Goop Tracuers.” 
Whether there are in the Sunday school work 

more good teachers than poor ones, I have no 
means of knowing. But | nL it is quite 
true that a need of better teachers does exist, 

- Not long ago a lady was called upon by the 
superintendent of & Sunday school to supply 
the places of three absent teachers. The three 
classes were formed into one, and given into 
her charge. 

Sixteen or seventeen misses, from twelve to 
eighteen years of age, were arranged before her, 
awaiting the opening questions. The first ques- 
tion brought the astonishing revelation that not 
one of them had studied, nay, or even read over 
the fourteen verses of the gospel comprising the 
lesson of the day; they confessing that they 
never prepared the lesson. 
Of course the new teacher saw at once that 

instead of the intelligent recitation, and w» 
pleasant half hour of research into references 
and paralled passages, with helpful exchange of 
thoughts and opinions which she had anticipated, 
she must set her-elf to the work of instilling 
into the minds of these carcless Joung r- 
sons the text and — of the lesson, She 
was equal to the work, and she did it. 

Twice the superintendent came around to her 
chair, and twice seeing the intense interest with 
which every scholar was listening to the choice 
speech of the teacher, said only, * Are you 
nearly through ? I'll wait a little longer for 
oun 
He was only too glad to wait, for he was used 

to seeing these classes, now so nbsorbed in the 
lesson, in far different mood, with lips and 
cheeks dimpling with laughter and light con- 
verse for a full half hour before time for the 
closing exercises. 

In what consisted this teacher's power or 
ily | method to win them to a more excellent way ? 

In what did she differ from the others? 
If it were loft me to answer, I should say, in 

the nearer completeness of consecrated ability, 
Consecration alone will not make a good teacher, 
any more than it will make a good preacher or 
workman or artist. 

Ability alone will not make any of these at 
their best estate. 

Fair abilities, with entire consecration to the 
Maater's service, are requisito to good teacher, 

Teacher, would you be u truly good one ? 
Then determine on your work, and resolve 

steadfastly to do it. If not just in this way, or 
in that way, or some other way, or in many 
others ; only be sure that you mean to do it. 

Study your lesson exhaustively. Pray often 
and enrnestly, Go joyfully and hopelully to 
your cluss, or, if need be. go 

“ With a beart for any fate," 
but go, ying your heart, ** Here am I, 

th, talent, knowledge, culture, 
will, power, energy, mental force, missionary 
spirit, zeal, love, whatever I have of these, not 
wuch at best, I know, yet such os I have, it is 
all for Thee.” And in this spirit go to work, 
and do your honest best. 

At the end of two hours in class you will, 
doubtless, be dreadfully tired, and, perbupe, 
somewhat discouraged. 

Never mind. 
** Fret not thyself because of evil-doers,” 
You will, doubtless, also have sown some good 

seed. And remember, you can only sow -—and 
water—with tours mayhap. 
That is your work. 
To give the incrense belongs to God only. 
Lrust Him for it.— 8. 8. Teacher, 

Certain it is, that whatever new views may 
now be taken of the origin and authorship of 
the first Maghe of Genesis, it stands alone 
among the traditions of mankind in the won- 
derful simplicity and grandeur of its words, 
Specially remarkable — mirnculous it reall 
seems to be,—is that chamoter of reserve which 
leaves open to reason ull that reason way be 
able to attain. The meaning of those words 
seems always to be a meaning ahead of science, 
not because it anticipatos the resul.s of science, 
but because it is independent of them, and run, 
a8 it were, round the outer margin of all pos. ~ 
sible discovery.— Duke of Argyle, 

prolly a New York; the Internal Revenue 
officers aided by a military force, destroyed over 
twenty illicit whiskey distilleries. They pumped 
out the contents of stills by means of firc-engines 
and demolished tho apparatus, Some violence 
was committed by a mob which took whiskey's 
part against the oficors of the Jaw. 

A boy about fifteen years of age, ron of a man 
erem Eh. at Asha, Mass., was ro- 
cently at a 0, mensuring eight 
feet from tip to tip, 454 would have Ress hi 
but fur the timely aid of an uncle, who was ob- 
liged to beat the fierce creature to death in self. 
delence, 

They who doubt the truth of religion because 
they oan find no Christian who is t, might 
as well deny the existence of the sun because it 
is not always noonday. 

He who has struck his colors to the power of 
wn evil habit, has surrendered himself to the 

-
 
-
 wer of an enemy, bound hy no articles of 

ic and’ irom + he “ean expect only the 
lest treatment,


