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For the Christian Messengor.

A FRIENDLY WORD OF CRITICISM
ON SPECIAL PROVIDENCES,

ny o, G

My, Editor ,—

Ina lnte issue of the Messenger, 1 find an
interesting article by ¢ John Baptist:" on
two paragraphs of whioh I wish to make a re-
mark. The frst passage is this: ** But. T must
solomnly protest agninst uny tenching, that ealls
upon me to place other events, incapable of
demonstration, in the entegory s these reluted
in the books uf the Old and New Testuments,"

I suppose tho writer here means, that he is
unwilling to place them in the category of
special providences, unless they are demonstrated
to belong to that ocategory.

The question is here suggested : May it not
be more safo to regard them as helonging to this
olass? 18 not this more nearly allied to serip-
ture, than the opposite way ? Do not the sacred

_writers refer events tu the prime, rather than to

the secondary cause? - And in not this recogni
tion of divine ngency and purpose woll nigh
tantamount to the recognition of Special Provi-
dence? And doek not a departure from this
savor of Pabtheism, Positivesm, Scepticism ?
Let not this question bo repelled by the ohris-
tian, but rather, let it be pondered. T would
prefor protesting agninst the undeifying, genes
ral providence, or pantheistic view, rather than
aguinet that of a specinl providence. Tn the one
cnse 1 feel that [ am in the best of company,
and on. the side of safety, In the other cave,
may L not be on the margin of o declivity, the
descont of which may beleng, rapid, ruinous,

W hat is a specinl providence? It inan event,
usuilly brought about by the Intervention of
law, on the part of Deity, to meet n particular
case or a peculiar exigency. :

And I ask, ure these cases and exigenoles
more rure now, that in the duys of patriarchs,
prophots or  Aposties ?  No, nor will they be,
until the consummation of the wondrous scheme
of salvation. :

In the second passage, the writer says, ** Huave
o care how you yleld up your opinions to won-
derlul coincidences, under the guise of specinl
providences, or quasi mircles.”’ 1 suppose the
writer here means, boware of viewing wonder.
fu) coincidences as special providences, 8o long
as 1 possoss the Book of demonstrations on this
subject, 8o long, the ** have a care ' of J. B,
will awaken no sonse of danger, will oause no
alarm. Rather would I say, beware of anti-
supernaturalism, and all its cognates, so pre-
valent and 8o aggressive at the presont time
Yea, that in tho side of danger, at nll times.
Reader, you need not ¢ huve n care ' ngainst
epovinl providences, Look for them, rest on
them, exult in them. You nced not shrink from
quasi or prorsus, from such us nre alwost or al-
together miraclen; but what L say unto one, 1
sy unto all, bewaie of banishing the Deity for
one moment, from any portion or point ol his
dominiona,

| hope our friend, John Baptist, will not re-
gard this as a captious eriticismn, but as a gentle
caution, designed for general benelit,

For the Christian Messenger,

A LETTER FROM FLORIDA.

The fullowing letter from Dr, L. Van Ews
Parker, now in Florida, to his sister Mrs. David
Froeman, givis some interesting particulurs
respecting the climate of that country, and ita
aduptation to invalids. It was not written for
publieation, but we wero favored witha
perusal, and readily consented to give it inser-
tion, believing that many of our readers
would* tlso bé glad to see it,

Jacksonviuue, Fronioa, Feb, 1870,
Dear Sister,— : K iy

[ have not furgotten your request, and agreen.
bly to promise will attempt to give you a desorip-
tion uf the climate of' Florida, its desivability na
o resort for invalids suffering more partioulurly
from pectoral or bronchial disenses, and the ad-
visahility of your removing here for your own
health, The selection of u climate for invalids
is one of vital importance, of vastly more im-
portance than either patient or physician ne o
genernl thing fully apprecintes, Invalids ure

“apt to go where it (s most convenlient, most

agreeable to them, forgetting that every disease,
or every case of the same discuse, Is not at all
ou ted to the same climate. The result is that

~ many an invalid is sent into the cold dry et

mosphere of Mionesota to die, who in Florida
would live many years, and many a one is sent
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here to die who perhaps would be benefitted in
n oold dry ntmosphere liko Minnesota, or live
longed nt hote surrounded by homescomforts
and the little luxuries w0 necorsary to them
among sympathising and familiur facor, In so-
locting a ulimuto for those suffering under pul-
monary nffections it Is all important to find
one thut has at the same time, & wild nnd moder-
ately molet atmoxphere, an equable tempera-
ture, prevalonce of moderate and regulur winds
and freedom fror looal diseare, A cold dry air
in ofton chosen for this class of invalide, but it
I¢ n sorious error. A moist, warm air, moder.
ately charged with vapor, or even appronohing
a snturated condition Is soothing to the alr-pas
suges whilo dryness s irritating. At the same
time it should bo compnratively freo from that
depressing humidity  which detilitates the
healthy and exhausts the invalid, The bracing
atmosphore of some of the Western States,
Minnesota for example, {8 certainly very exhil-
arating for those in robust health, but- for in-
valide with pulmonary dikease fs not suited, ax
they muat of necessity n large part of the year
be kept within doors, If consumptives are to
live at all they must live in the open air, one not
%0 low na to oxhuust in resisting the cold, but
one which permite flannel or silk clothing o
light that the surfuce of the body can be fully
noted upon or bathed in the surrounding air,
There are liere hundreds of hopeful health.
seckers, full of joy at their liberation (rom the
pittilors cold of the north, and all or nearly wll
are benefited who are not In an advanced stage ol
diseaso bofore coming, The atmosphere of ull
tropieal climutes is of course more moist than in
colder Intitudes, - In Florlida however, the winter
being the dry senson, its atmosphere is-loss moist
in winter then in more tropieal climates, The
winters are delightful,  Though the air is some-
what humid, it is not too much so either for
comfort or hedlth and has & balmy softness,
soothing to bronehial frvitation, OF the sum-.
mers I cannot yot speak from experience. Al
with whom-1 have conversed and many of them
are Northerners who came here yoars ago to die,
are now In porfoet health, speak in highest
terme of the sumers, They declare that the
heat Is not oppressive and the nights are ocool:
During vearly the whole year, und especinlly the
summer, the Peninsula is fanned with a eool
and refreshing broese, which arises in the forve-
noon and continues until sunset, The coolness
of thix breese is owing to the cooler wators of
the higher latitndes constantly flowing along
the const by tho back current of the ever flow-
ing gull stream, Asa climate for invalids suft
foring under pulmonary affections, I beliove
that Florida is unsurpassed in Americn, It
stande preeminent. for tho following rensons § the
ale Is warm and moist i the climate is equable,
being sulject to fower atmospherio varintions
and the thermometer ranges less than in wny
other part of Amerioa excoptinga portion of the
const of California, It e constantly fanned by
a gentle and healthy breese ; the gull stream on
one side and the Atlantio on the other, Also
hy the south east trade winds whieh play over
the wholo Peninsula, T'heloenl discases nro thove
only found in nearly every state of the Union
and in Canada, and ave of & mild type. Inter.
mittent form is the most prevalent, searcely any
part of Florida is wholly exempt from it some
months in the. year, Reliable statistios §how
that the deaths from this fover among the troops
during the war werc less than in other parts of
the United States, In the middle divikion the
proportion was 1 death to 36 ocnses, In the
Northern Division 1 to 52, In the Southern 1 to
54, In'lexas ! to 78, In Culifornia 1 to 120,
And Mexioo 1 to 148, while in Florida 1 to 287,
W hat is truo of Floridw ay n state is partioularly.
eo of East Florida, In may scem strange that
rich hammock land, exposed to tho mys of o

tropieal sun should produce » malurinl disease |

s0 much milder than o nopthern latitudo: 'This
is explained by the fuot that the luxurinnt vegi-
tation which in the other southern and middle
States passes through all the stages of decowm.
position, is, in East Florida, dried up hofore it
renches the putrefhotive stage of formentation
and decomponition, and consequently the mnlaria
in Jess than in climates more favorable to decoms
position. The soil too Is of 80 porous and ah.
sorbent a oharacter that moisture in seldom long
retained on the surlace, The atmowphere i in
constant wmotion and there s more clenr sunshine
than in any other part of Amerien. 1 have
snid that for equabllity of temperature, Florida
is unsurpnssod,  Surgeon General Lawson in his
officinl report on the climate of Florida gives
somo comparisons with othor States, For ex.
ample, The winter at Fort Snelling, Min-
nesota ls 48 degrees colder than at Fort Brooke,
Fla., while the summers at Fort Brooke are only
8 degrees warmer, The mean annual tempera- |
tunrpfAugunu, Georgin, Is nearly 8 degees, and

1870.

that of Furt Gibson Arknnsas uhwnwlu of 10

degrees lower than at Tampn Bay, Florida, yet
in both these plaoes the summer tomperaturo is

higher than at Tampa Day. A reglatry kept at-

Koy Weat, the extremeo southern part of Florida,
for 14 years, exhibited but threo instances whoere
the mereury rose to 04 in the shade, but did not
rivo to over n hundred, Such is the constant
prevalence of rofreshing sea breewes, it in sald
that less inconvenience would be experienced
than at 75 in many other places.

[ wish that Florida in every respect was as in.
viting as ity sun, sky and olimate. But it is yotn
wildernese and,like all new countries,is comparas
tively barren of the howme comforts, luxuries and
olegancies of the north. The people are poor
and indolent, and satiefied to live an few oven in
humble life could do In the north, Northerners
are faet mottling hero and by thelr entorprise
and industry will by and by establish a new
condition of things and make this one of the
most dosirable oountries for a residence under
the sun, At presont almost evorything that is
consumed is imported from the north and neces.
sarily s oxpensive, Jncksonville isa neatly
laid out city on the 8t John, 20 miles from its
mouth. The stroets wre wide and woll shaded
with fine onks which are evergreen. It is the
largost oity in the state, and is rapidly growing.
The elimate of sume other parts of the state,
ospecinlly the cust coust, is even more desirablo
for &mm- or for any one than Jucksonvillo,
Thew are rerious objections to these lovnlitien

Jhowever, They are very sparsely settled, and at

present almost wholly shut out from communion-
ton with any other place. If a colony of thirty
or forty families-would take up w track of land
in some - one of these places, say Now Smyrna
or Koy Diseayne Bay,on the east const, they
would constitute an agreeable soviety of thome
selves, and there i no reason why ina fow
years they should not be weathly at hall the
labor required to obtain n livelihood in Nova
Seotln. ‘Lhero s no more delightful climate in
Awmorioa than s found at these two places
The mean temperature for Deo, Jun, and Fob,
being about 62 degrees, and the sumwmer not
oppressively warm, The soil will grow wlmost
every thing that is grown north, besides orabges,
lemons, limes, arrcweroot, indigo, cotfee, sugar-
eane, cotton, rice, figs, melons, cocoanuts, pine
apples of all kinds and indeed all the productions
of n tropical olimate. Key Biseayne Bay
abounds in chalybente und other mineral springs
and magnificent seenery, Turtles, oyster and a
varioty of fish are found in great abundance.
Florida has been ealled our Southern Italy, In
their slmost eloudloss sunshine they are very
much nlike. _But here art has done nothing to
add charms to the country, while in ltaly there
Is overy thing to pleaso the eye, There the
heat of summeor is intense, and the winters in
many parts are severe, the utmosphere often
damp with violont utmospherie and thermal
variations ; while Florida by her grogmphiocal
position, being placed wlwost in the fountain of
that gull strenm; whose waters are evor [relghtod
with a gonial atmosphere ; has un equable cli.
mate unsurpassed tor salubrity . Florida, ** the
laxy man's parndise "’ is not as some suppose o
vant fower.garden and orange-grove, It s an
almost unbroken wilderness, This is not to be
wondered ut when wo remember that it hus throe
or, four times changed ite nationality, that it wus
desolated by the most relentloss Indinn ware up
to 1857, that slavery has cursed und blighted it,
and the lute war bus lnid waste the whole land,
It hus o soil, that with little eultivation and
enriohing, Is very productive, and will yicld o
most bountiful return to the husbandman, At
first sight no one would think the soil produo.
tive ;and many go away regarding the whole
Stato us desolato traots of barren sund, and im.
penetrable and worthless swamps,  The wsurfice
is principally & sundy rolling country, for-the
most part covered with fmmonse forests of yel
low pine, interspersed with strips or” patohes
onlled hammocks, densely and heavily wooded
with onk &o. A large part of the southern
portion Is low and rarcly more thun six feet
above the sen lovel, 'I'he overglades cover nn nron
of ubout 4000 squure wiles, on which during
the whole year the water rests from one to four
foct in depth, This with” the Big Cypross-—a
large swamp fifteen miles long, nnd thirty=fivo
broad are of course worthless, T'he whole state
lios on & vast bed of coral, raised in the son nnd
govered with stratn of sand, lurgely mingled
with pulverised coral or sen shells,  With the
addition of n vegetuble mould which in the
course of time has accnmuluted from the rank
growth of a troploul elimate, the lands of Florida
have become powerfully productive.  The river
St John between threo and four hundred miles
in length is almost daily traversed by steamers

as fur as Enterprise—~over two hundred wiles,
Thoasands of nores on either bunk, nover: yot

| nchools, and lonmlm‘x‘w read the

. .
93
: , '
oultivated and perfectly ndapted to the climate,
and tomperature of the country, invite lmmigra.
tlon, Much of this land 4n a cold latitude
would be worthless, but seoms admirably adap-
ted to the semistropienl produetions of this couns
try. A
But my lotter Is already too lengthy, Were
there half' the home comfurts you now enjoy to
be found here, 1 would not one moment hesi
tate to say by all means removo to this elimate
noxt autumn, i your health then should be
nearly an good an when I last saw you, Those
who come here, unless they have abundance of
money, find living mther ** rough,”" oven to get
nlong economicnlly it is an exponsive place to
live In, and luxuries are only purchased at o
dear rato. My ocough disappeared almost the
day I stepped on Floridasoll, and have had none
sinov,  But I must wait until T see you in the
summer when 1 oan more fully explain - all the
pros and cons, With love to all,
I remain,
Your aftetionately,
L. Vax Ess Panrken,

IRISH MISSIONS,

(To the Editor of the Christian Messenger,)
Drar  Brotngr,~As some of our Daptist
brothren in Nove Seotia may not be aware of the
special olcoumstancos which have led the British
and Trish Home Mission to send a deputation to
this continent, 1 forward some partioulars re.
specting the condition of Ireland, whioh wa
intorest some of the renders of your duuwm y
wnd may, perhaps, enlist the sympathy and
support of the friends of our Mission in your
Provinve, :

Sinov the revival of 1830, our Baptist donoms
ination in lreland has been doubled, 20 Mis
sonuries are now employed, preaching the
Gospel in about 100 utnt‘m\n. and having wbout
1,000 ohildren in their Mission Schools i but
theso agencles aro almost entirely confined to the
Protestant districts in the North-Eastern parts
of Ireland, In the South and West, where the
Romanist population is in vast liwpmderauoo.
wo have soarcely any ageney, and yet, within
the last fow vears, there has ‘wn such an opens
ing for the Word of the Gospel in Ireland, as
hus not presented ltsell fur gonerations past.
About 40 years ago. oneshalf of the entire popu-
lation ouu(d not read and write, now about one
willion of puplls are attending the publio

“\Vurd o God
for themselves, and the domand for that Word
I8 Incrensing daily, One Biblo Socloty haw dis
tributed lnat yoar 25,000 coples more than they
over did before,

The spread of Fenlanism has tended to loosen
the hold of the Priesthood on the minds of the
people, In many places the Fenlars have
turned thelr hostility against their spivitual
lenders, and have set the orders of the priests
houd ot deflance, insulted their porsons, and
oven attacked their houses, In one vounty they
have returned a candidate to Purlinment. in op.
wosition to  the combined power of the priest.
wod ; and watters in lreland seem rapidly
verging to the condition of Spain and Italy, be-
fure thelr recont revolutione, Amoug) the Irish
speaking pua:ulutlun in the West, Missionary
a‘l‘urt scoms to be erowned with recent and uns
oxpocted succoss, In the distriet of Doon, in
cluding but three parishes, within o fow yoars
about 1,500 converts from Romanism have been
reported, and every your frosh nocessions nro
coming, In the Provinee of Connaught, where
there was but one Protestant for every 100 Ro.
manists, there 1 now one for every 20} and in
the Connewara distriot, Arohbishop 'I'vench, of
Dublin, says converts way be reckoned not by
units, but by hundreds, }

Yot with this great-work progrossing, and, in
tho erisin of that country, our HBaptist donomin.
atlon I8 almost entirely unrepresented. In the
wholo Western hall of Ireland, with n populay
tion equal to the whole of Scotland, there is
not at the prosent time a single Buptist Mission.
ary, Colporteur, Biblo render or agent of any
kind, 1In the whole Southern Provinoe of the
island, there is but one Missionary | so that we
have but one Missionary for nenrly the whole of
Roman Catholle Ireland, with a population of
about 4 willions,

1o moot this extreme destitution, Iam glad
to sny that brethren in the United States have
kltidry responded to our npl‘:t\lu. and the elties
of Philadelphin, Brooklyn, New York and Bos-
ton have vnoh urrwd to sustain & Missionary in
some part of froland, Othor towns In New
England and clsewhere are combining to send
two or three more, and wo trust that our
hrethren in the Provinces will not leave this
Juattor without a lepln§ harid,

oure traly,
R. M, Hexny,

[Our readors will doubtiess be interested in the
information contained in the above communion-
tion,” The claims of Home und Foreign Mis
slons, Ministerinl Eduention, and Infirm Minis-
ter, in addition to sustaining their own' pastors,
Sabbath Sohool operations, &e., resting on dur
churches; we think, will searcely warrant the
expevtation of thelr glving aid to any extent in
this good works=Kp, C. M,]

What & pleasure it is, after a long and
lnboured olimbh, to get u{nm level ground ; and,
oh ! will not that, my brother, be one of our

God in Heaven ?

first felloition ns we step upon the threshold of
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