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For the Christian Messenger,

CRABB ROBINSON.*

Mr. Robinson was born in 1775. He died in
1867, being in his ninety-second year. He prac-
tised some years as a barrister, and obtained a
good reputation in his profession,

Huving spent several years in Germany, as a
student in the University of Jena, he became
acquainted with the principal lterati of that
couyitry, and was on terms of familiar intercourse
with Gouethe and others, whose fume is world-
wide. In England, he was favoured with the
friendship of Charles Lamb, Coleridge, Words-
worth, Southey, and many more. ke was one
of the original promotere of the London Univer-
sitg. [t is not therefore surprising that his
diary containe many interesting notices of the
men ot his time. It is rich in anccdotes and
reporte of conversations, relating to literary,
philunthropic and religious matters,

Mr. Rubinson was an English Nonconformist,

but very broad in his views. Lattirly be ut-
tached himself to the ministry of the Rev. Mr.
Madge, a Unitarian, and sucvessor to the cele-
brated Thowns Belsham, in Essex Street, Strand,
London. In his expressions of dislike to evat-
gelical doctrine aad preaching Mr. Robinson
allowed himself great freedom of utterance, not
unmingled with bitterness.
" Nevertheless, the volumes before us are very
facinuting, and may be read with much pleasure
and beuncfit. We have enjoyed the perusal
greatly.

We uppend some extracts, g8 specimens.

JOHN WESLEY,

It was, I believe, in October, 1790, and not
long befure his death, that I beard Juhn Wesley
in the great round meeting-house at Colchester.
He stood in & wide pulpit, and vn cach side of
him stood & minister, and the two held bim up,
huvmg their bands under Lis arwpits. His fee-
ble vuicg wus barcly nudible. But his reverend
oounwltznoe, erpecially his long white locks
foru:ed a picture never to be forgutten. There
was & vast crowd of lovers and admirers, It
was for the most part pantomime, but the pan-
tomime went to the heart. Of the kind I never
saw unything compar.ble to it in alter life.”—
The folivwing particulars are given in a letter :
~+* After the people had sung one verse of
bywn he arose, and said—* It gives me a great
pleasure to find that you have not lost your sing-
ing. Neither men nor women, - you have not
forgot a single note. And [ hope that by the
assistance of the same God which enables you to
sing well, you may do all other things well.” A
universal Amen followed. At the end of every
head or division of his discourse, he finished by
a kind of prayer, a momentary wish as it were,
pot cunsisting of wore than three or four words,
which was always followed by & universal buzz,
His discourre was short—the text 1 could not
hear. After the last prayer, he ruse up and ad-
dressed the people on liberality of sentiment,
and spoke much against refusing to join with
any congregation on asccount of difference of
opinion. He said, * If they do but tear God,
work righteousness, and keep his commandments,
we have nothing to objeet to.” i. 12, 13.
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MRS. BARBAULD.

The following llue. were written by her ** in
extreme old age '’ :— 4

¢ Life! we've been long together,
Through pleasant and through cloudy weather :
"I's hard to part when Moosu are dearer,
Perhaps twill cost asigh, a tear ;
Then swul away, give | ITele warning,

Chovse thine own time ;
Sny not good night, but in some brighter ollmo
Bid we good morning.’

The poet Wordsworth said. *‘ [ am not in
the babit of grudging people their good things,
but I wish 1 had written those lines.”” i, 146.

Writing respectipg the incidents of the year
1812, Mr. Robinson says, ** [t was in the early
part of this year that dear Mrs. Barbauld in-
curred great reproach by writing a poem entitled
«1811," It is in beroie rhywe, and prophe-
sies that on some future day a traveller from the
antipodes will from a broken arch of Blackfriars
Bridge oonhmphto the ruins of 8t Paul's,'”
i 269,

In 1840. ﬂmuhy wrote No celebrated re-
view of ** Ranke's History of the Popes,” in
which occurs the often-quoted passage. that *the
Catholic Chureh,” as be chese to call it, ** may
still exiot in undiminished vigour when some
traveller from New Zealand shall, in the midst
d o vast solitude, hh his stand on ollnhu
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Yareh of London Bridge to sketch the ruins of St. ¥
Paul's.”

This is a singular coincidence, tosay the least,
The thought is the same ; the variations, insig. |
nificant, though seemingly designed. Mres. Bar-
bauld has—** the antipodes ;'' Macaulay, ** New
Zeuland ;"—Mrs. B.. ** Blackiriars Bridge;"
Macaulay, ¢ London ;"—Mrs. B., *‘* contem-
plate ;' Macaulay, * sketch.” Can it be sup-
posed that he had not seen the poem, * 1811"?

PASCAL.

* I am reminded of une of the famous sayings
of Puseal, wbich Jacobi quotes repeateuly :—
* The things that belong to men must be under-
stood in order that they may be loved , the things
that beleng to Gud must be loved in order to be
understood.’ ” i, 198,

Our Lord said, ** If any man will do his will,
he shall know of the doetrine.’”” The Apostle
Paul spoke of some who ** received not the love
of the truth, that they might be saved.”

A BISHOP'S ADVICE.

‘ Hab., [his brother Hubakkuk] told me that
Clarkson bad lately been to sve the Bishop of
Norwieh, Bathuret. He found him very liberal
indeed. He told Clarkson that one ol his cler-
gymen had written to him to complain that a
Mr. Dewhirst had vpened a meeting in his par-
ish and was prenching against him. ¢ I wrote
him word,’ said the Bishop, ‘that Le must preach
agninst Mr, Dewhirst. I could not help him !”
i. 222,

Another Bishop, to whom « clergyman com-
plained that sowe Diesenters had intruded into
his parish, advised him to ‘*out-preach, out-pray,
out-live them,"

REV. MR. HART.

¢ Hart was in every way the most remarkable
man of our civenit, He wasoriginally a preacher
among the Calvinistic Baptists, among whom he
had the reputation of being at the same time so

' ness, und nppnrent.ly, did mt tako my counoel
with as much good humour as 1 did his. ’ i. 462

Singularly enough, in the afternoon of the
sawe duy Mr. Robinson heard Dr. Chalmers de-

liver ** a eplendid discourse against the Judaical
observance of the Sabbath.’

BIBLIOLATRY,

‘1t was at the very commencement of the
Bible Sucieties, and juet after Dr. Wordsworth
had published a phamphlet about them, that 1
heard a word fall from Coleridge, more profound
and significantly true than any [ have since heard.
* Ay, sir, there can be no doubt that there are
good raen, very good men, who are 8o zealous in
widely spread ng these mocieties. It is a pity
they want sagacity enough to forsee that in
sending the Lible thus everywhere among the
uninstructed and the rcprobate, they will be
propagnting, instead of the old idolatry, a new
biblio atry." ** ii. 229,

Extrcmes weet. The freethinker will not sub-
mit to the Bible ; the Roman Catholic is afraid
of it. ~ Each stigmatises attachment to the holy
book and zeal for its diffusion as bibliolatry.

A LIBERAL PRIEST

“[ will mention an aneedote, which will
show that a Ruman Catho ic priest will neknow -
ledge what, it scems, Mr. Coleridge [in his **Ta-
ble-talk "] hiad iorgotten. 1 met with one in the
Vale of Lungern: who, I afterwards found, was

popular for his benevolence und liberality, being
an aoti-ultramontanist. 1 said to him ;—* All

[ contend lor is, that & man has a right to be
damned if be pleases, and that, therefure, no
magistrate hus a right to interpose to prevent it.'
e started ; but alter a pause, siled und suid,
* If you wean this in a legal senve, | concede it.’
[ replied, * I cannot mean it otherwise. It is
the duty of the fatbher, the friend, the philan-
thropist, and, above all, the Christinn, to labour

good a preacher and 8o bad a liver that it was
said to him once, * Mr. Hart, when 1 her you
in the pulpit, | wish you were never out of it;
when [ ree you out of it, I wish you were never
init. " i, 268.

We have searched in vain for information res-
pecting this Mr. Hart. His name does not
oceur in any Baptist publicaticn that we have
scen, Itis probable that if he was ever con-
nected with our denomination he soon feft it, or
was compelled to leave it. All denvminations
are occasionally troubled with such men.

GENERAL AND SPECIAL GRACE.

¢“ A Mr. P——, a Methodist minister, called
to consult me on account of an interruption
which took place while preaching at Woolpit.—
After this businers subject had been discussed
we talked on roligious matters, and I questioned
Mr. P—— concerning the Arminian notion
about Grace. 1 could not quite comprehend
Pas.al’s letters on the doctrine of Grace suffi.
cante [sufficient] and Grace efficace [effieacious).
Nor did Mr. P—— relieve me from the difficul-
ties entertained on the suhject. The Wesleyan
Methodists, it seems, maintained that a measure
of Grace is given to all men ; but since all men
do not avail themselves of this, I inquired, why
not? Mr. P—— answered, they were not dis-
posed. On my asking what gave the disposition,
he replied, * God's influence.”—* That, taen,’
said I, * must be Grace.'—* Certainly.' —* Then
it scems God gives a measure of grace to all men,
and to some an additiooal portion, without
w the common measure is of nouse!' He
%:dh not parry the blow, This commen mea-
sure is a subterfuge, to escape the obvious ohjec-
tions to the Calvinistic notion of election and
reprobation, but nothing is gained by it. The
difficulty is shoved off, not removed.” i. 330.

The Calvinist may easily pussle the Arminian,
and the Arminian wmay puszzsle the Calvinist
Both will confees that ** whosoever will ” may
* take the water of life freely ;"—both will
grant that ** God worketh in us both to will a~d
to do.”” If either should ask, why and Aow—
the answer may be given in the words of the
Psalmist, ** Such knowledge is too wonderful for
me ; it is high, [ cannot attain unto it.”

SPIRITUAL PRIDE.

“On the 9th of Septcmber [1821] an incident
occurred especially amusing in connection with
what took place immediately afterwards, | rose
very early to see a new place, and (it was be-
tween six and seven) seeing & large building, [
asked & man who lo.ked like a journeyman wea

ver, what it was., He told me a gram \

'« But, sir,’ he added, * I think it would become

you better on the Lord’s day morning to be read-
ing your Bible at home, than asking about pu
lic buildings.’ I very quickly answered: ¢
friend you have given me & piece of very g
qh ; Jet me give you one, and we may
nk by our .meeting. Beware of spi
pride.’ The man scowled with & Sootoh surlis

for the salvation of suuls ; but the suvereign, the
magistrate, has nuthiog to do with it; lor, it he
can interfere, there will be nothing but perse-
cution and wurder every where. - [t is accident
what each-sovereign believes, and every vne will
claim the same power,'—* It is very true,’ he ex-
claiwed. I rejuined, * When will you get bis
Holiness to subscribe to the doctrine ?—* Not
yet,’ ho said, * but we shall in time, We are
on the way of Returm wore than the Protestants
imagine.” " ii. 233,
CALVINISM AND THE BIBLE.

* Dining the day before yesterday at a clergy-
man's, [ reluted some anecdotes of my nephew's
last days, and ventured on the bold remark that
I thought his conduct ,evinced a wore truly
Christian feeling then that diseased anxiety

»|about ths state of his soul which certain pevple

represent as eminently religious. My hoet did
not reprove, but echoed the remark ; and he saidl
the same day : * If I found Calvinism in the Bi
ble, it would prove, not that Calvinism is true,
but that the bible is falee.'” ii. 290,

A silly bigot! And as conceited as silly!
The dogmatism, two, is noticeable. ** What is
dogmatism ?"'—some one asked of Douglas Je-

nold. ‘I'he reply was. ‘“ Puppyisw full grown !"
i, 425.

FANCY PRAYERS,

* Last night heard Wordsworth read prayers
from ‘Lhornton’s Cullection with = remarkablo
beauty and effcet. He told we that tye Duko
of Wellington, being on a visit, was informed by
his host that he had fawily prayers in the worn=
ing. Would heattend ? *With great pleasure,’
said the Duke. The gentleman reud vut of this
hook. * What! you use sancy prayers? The
Duke never came down again, JHe expected the
Church prayers, which Wordsworth uses in the
morning.'" ii. 334.

Query—Are not ‘‘ the Chureh prayers” as

« 'really ** fancy prayere’’ as any other cullection ?

REV. ROBERT ROBINSON,

* When Robinson first occupied the pu'pit of
the Baptist meeting at Cuiabridge, he was ex-
posed to annoyances from the younger gowns-
men. They incurred no danger of rustication,
being put out of sizings or even suffering an
imposition, for irregularities of that kind. He
succeeded, however, in the course of a few years,
in effecting & change, and Mr. Dycr says, became
popular with a large class. It was suon after bis
settlement there that a wager aruse among a

party of underyraduates. One of them wagered
that he would take lis station on the steps

of the pulpit, with a large ear-trumpet in his
hand, and remain there till the end of the ser-
vice. Accordingly, he mounted the steps, put
the trumpet to his ear, and
des! man with all possible gravity. His friends
;were in the sisle below, ittering at the huex ;
' the m«u were dcandalized ; bat the
alove seemed insensible to what was
.oh‘u. l‘homvuonﬂod'-m.—-
or whatever the subject might bave been at firet,

played the part of &

I8

in dur cdme it soon turned to that, and the

preacher proceeded to this effect :—

*“ ¢ Not unly, my Christinn friends, does the
mercy of God extend to the most enormous of
critninale, 80 that none, however guilty, umy
not, if duly penitent, be partakers of the divine
grace ; but also there are none wo low, 8o menn,
80 worthless, as not to be uhjects of God's father-
ly solicitude and eare. Indeed, T do hope that
it may one day be extended to'-~and then, lean-
ing over the pulpit, he stretched out his arm to
its utmost length, and placing it on the head of
the gowneman, finished his sentence—* to this

silly hoy I’
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** The wager wae lost, for the trampet fell,

‘and the diseomfited stripling bolted.”

* Rohinson was acrimonious aga net the sup-
p rters of what he deemed the corruptions in
the Church and State, and expecinlly intolerant
of dulness. Arguing awhile with a dull adver.
sary, who had nothing better to allege ag:inst
Robinson's rensorings than the frequent repe-
tition of, 1 do not see that,—~* You do not see it !
rctorted Robinson,—* do you see this? * taking »
card out of his pocket nnd writing Gopupo 1 1t,
* Of course I do, replied his opponent! ¢ what
then 2'—* Do you sce it now?' repeated Rohine
son,~ at the same time covering the word with a
hulf erown piece :—* [ saspect not,’

*“In the days when Robinson flourished, an
imputation of seepticism as to the existe ce of
a personal Devil influencing the actions of men
was fatal to religious chameter, It wus ut’a
meeting of ministers that R binson once over.
heard une of them whisper “to another, thut on
that essentinl point of fai h he was not sound,
* Brother ! brother!" he cried out, 'don't mis-
represent me. How do y u think [ can duie to
luok you in the fice, and at the same time deny
the existence of w Devil? Ix he not described in
floly Writ as the accuser of the brethren ?'

 On another ocension, n good but not very
wise man asking him, in a tone of simplicity and
surgrise, ‘Don’'t you believe in the Devil?
Robinson answered-him in like tone, * O dear,
no! I believe in- God,—~don’t you?" ii.
339-343.

CHRISTIANITY MISREPRESENTED,

** Heard an excellent sermon from Madge. It
was the more remarkable to me, because the ser-
mion was the expansion of a thought which I
had extracted (rom Bunsen, so well expressed
and s0 significant that it deserves to become an
axiom :—* Let it never be forgotten that Chris-
tianity is not thought, but action ; not @ system,
but @ life” ii. 359, .

This is a favourite mode of representation,
adopted by some who would fain be regarded as
the religious thinkers of the day. Yet it is glar-
ingly imperfect and partial. It would be better
to sy, ¢ Christianity is right thought, developed
in pious action ; a system of truth, harmonious
and divine, embodied in & holy life,"”

_ ‘ LIKE A BROTHER.”

T asked Babington Macaulay, the historinn ;
* What is the fact us to the reputed secesion of
Henry Wilherforce from the Anglican to the
Roman Catholic Church?” Macaulay answering,
* [ believe he has gone over,’ another gentleman
said, ¢ Ho has announced it himself to the Arch-
hishop of Canterbury ! Macaulay then added ;
* [ can tell you this—the Bishop of Oxford wrote
to the Archbishop to inquire how he should be-
haye towards bis brother. The Archbishop
answered, ** Like a brother.” ii. 402,

ROBERTSON OF BRIGHTON,

* My astonishment ut this man increases every
time I see him. 'This morning’s discourse was a
continuation of the last. He continued his iNue-
tration of the doctrine that Juduism indirectly
taught what Christianity afterwards directly

taught ; that the Louching that one day in sever
was to be holy, wae not t intimate tha the other
duys were to be unholy, but to- lead to the recog-
nition that all time was to be the Lord’s.  As he
interperets even the words ‘without blood [ohodd-
ing of blood] there is no rewission of sins,’ they °
become inoffensive, for it means no wmore than’
this— Christ d.ed to exhibit the perfectest chris-
tinn truth, that the essence of cliristinnity ie self-
sacrifice. It is the Divine principle ; and
wan ’l)l‘. united wherever this principle reigns.”
i, 4

Worldly-minded men would have christianity
to be * inoffensive :'' the Apostle Paul said that

‘‘the hing of the croes is to them that perish
loolhm ¢ ’.O

For the Christian Im..
AMERICAN BIBLE UNION,

Hosoxiy, N. J., Nov. 7, 1870.
Editor Christian Messenger
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Ameriosn Bible Union Anniversary, hoping it

may bo as interesting to you and your readers to

biear of the doings of those two days, as it wae
t me & spectator.
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