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) ca jrably exceed orjt.hing of the kind exis-
é ne ttu‘ ing l{utm 3%; espeoially in their ap-
A froach to the true idea of Gm‘!.“ ?o t{)m.
T olatry oame in not for want o ity but-
VoL A9 CuTiian Moy & zbulo of light. Mon, I‘mowg\g God,
FAREWELL TO THE OLD YRA®came vain in their imaginations, nud their
' - olish heart was darkened,
Farewel, | ar that s passing away i | The Scripture acoounts of the great anti-
Farewell (i sha old dy fng year; “fities of Nineveh and the Assyrian Km-
Tuy life has seemed briet, but thy days ure fulfiljpe, agreo with these records dug out of

And the lust of thy moments are near, o ruins of Ninevoh, The Scriptures date |

| " ¢ ’ the
Thou hast come, thau art gone, with thy lights 4@ building of the oity not long ‘“’0"\
P :lry shades ° ’ . od 3 umlﬁ)y the faot that the same mar-
With-thy storms, with thy surshine and showersho materials have been used in successive
With thy winter and summer, thy sutamn and fructures, and that ancient buildinga have
wring gon placed on the ruins of those still more
Thy morning and calpn evening hours, : olent, and other unmistakeable i‘:‘dlog.
' ' that the
ke of hurd 101 and thy Sabbathe Pus; the oonoluugon is made olear, th
5y mymw re:.;. il ' yhad all the antiquity which the Soriptures
The day we love best of the seven joribe to it,c . .. -
A blooming ouses i WFSs devert willds These monuments also bear upon them
When eurth holds communion wich heaven, y records of !.h(; f;llﬂln;ent ;)f proplhinog.
| ' hum prophesied that the ocity would be
All thy :;:r:‘:; have departed 1ke a fust-fading ndered of all its troasures %0 thl& nonﬁ
Thy sorrows and muments of bliss, uld be left, L‘Y}Td |l“hf0;l‘ldo i;l 5“
On the sw ft wings.of time thou hast borne them excuvations, nothiing in the form o Ko
uway silvor ; & faot which is remarkable, if
To eternity’s boundless abyss. eity had not boen thorougblr plunderod
'f fore it was burnt. The prophet foretold
And many who watched for thy coming with joy s the lnvaders: would ogtulu oAk M00ESS
And hailed thee with jJubllant glee, . artionn: 4f the  olty1r” and. thed
‘Their checks like the rosés first kissed by the dewy #OWe P gt d. ——
And step that comes bounding and free, eruver the inhabitants shou
stronghold:, these should be burnt.
w the ruins show just this result; that
ne parts of the ity wure destroyed by fire,
| others escaped, ; i
ut & moro striking confirmation is found

we.
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I'he halls then so gy with the sound of their
mirth : .

Have been hu:hed tnto stillness and gloom

For the fuet that stepped Lhightly thy coming to gree

Now quietly rest inthe toab, bl

Ah! methinks that tho echa has since died away

palaces give the records of the military
From the hearts left so desolate hore. eor of Sennacherib, with just such &

Of the fund wuirds ot greetny from volees of love lt.ing of them, as the Seriptures ascribe
Ringlng out  ylad Huppy New Yvar. im, For instance, the Bible tells us

Yes! then thou wert new thy paths all untrod
Thy ftuture & book that wuas sealed,
But time’s busy fingers thy pages unfold,

yeekinh's reign, Senuacherib came up
And thy life's hidden mysiries revealed,

On the thresholl of time nuw they stand,

t Mosekiah rebelled against the King of
yrin; that in the fourteenth year of|glike rendered lmpossible. I'he preacher,

ninst all the fenced cities of Judah, and

silver, and thirty of gold. Now com-
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voices in response to what the inspired pen.
man had rocorded so many centuries.
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CHURCH ARCHITECTURE

hae beon under disoussion in our Kuoglish
contomporary the Londoun Freeman for sev-
oral weeks, A letter on the subject in the
number received by our last mail gives the
following very sensible remarks :—

I am the minister of a ohapel, built
some twelve yoars ago, at w cost of about
£4,700, The architeot, so styled, was ene
of the cheap articles to whioh you refer.
His oapacity was fairly exhausted in plan-
ning four walls and a roof, which have
been well and solidly put together, 'I'he
chapel will seat about six or seven hundred
people.  As to style, it would probably be
ronounosd a hybrid between Greek and
talian, desconded, as the author of ** Rab
and his Friends” would say, through a
dubious ancestry, It is a thoroughly res.
peotable looking building. 4
But as to the purposes which a chapel is
intended to subserve, it is  painful and
costly failure, It is of such unusual height
that one alwost wonders whether the extra
space, unavailable for any ocongregational
use, wap intended to accomodate a larger
company of angels than are commonly pre-
sent at our seasous of worship. Then in-
stead of taking cure to have smooth sur-
faces in the bullding for the unobstruocted
flow of sound, what with pilasters on the

he fact that inscriptions on the ruins of | walls and huge beams to form diamounds

and triangles in the ceiling, everything has

break -up the sound in ever
This at least has beenfjthe result.
speaking and pleasant hearin

direotion.
Distinot
have been

whoever he may be, has to strain his voioce
s0_as to destroy all its botter tones, while

coming from the different parts of the build-

List yo! for the sound of soft fuotsteps I hear r‘: from Hozekiah threo hundred talents |ie singing is confused and in compinies,

Jast walting to enter. Lo! a stranger Is here this with the historical inseription on

Tis the New Yeur from the far unknown land,

g of Judah, did not submit to my yoke,

Throw around thee thy mantle of night thou Old
Year,

Pa-s out through the wide open door,

Bid a hasty adieu to old *ather Time

His tace to behold, never mo-e.

ced cities,and nnumerable smaller towns,
[ left him Jerusalem his oapital ocity ;
because Heszekiah still refused to pay

o River Side,

teligions,

LAYARD'S CONFIRMATION OF
SCRIPTURE,

ntity of silver. .
nt may describe what was delivered by
zekial, and the other the whole product
his plunder, ‘

After ull the attention which has been/Dne chamber of Sennacherib’s palace

given to Layard's discoveries among the dsents, in soulptures and insoriptions, the
ruins of Nineveh, wo doubt whether the

public mind is fully aware of the nature

g is'sculptured in royal pomp, on his

and extent of the confirmation which tboyi’uue. and over his head is ‘h& insorip.

bring to the truth of Soripture. 1t may|n: ** Sennacherib the wmight King,
be useful here to set out, in the briefest ng of the country of Assyria, sitting on
form, a *specimen of some of the generasl ) throne of judgment before the oity,
results of these discoveries, ohish ; I give permission for slaughter.”
~ They show, in conformity with the tenor' the Beriptures, the destruction of the
of Beripture, that the earliest a e.'r of Lachish is represented to have been
were not, as many think, barbarous ageshut | most difficult work ; and, of ocourse, it
that the race of men, originally enlightened ® u victory on which he would most plume
from a divine source, had, at first, a high hselt, as these sculptures show that he
.degree of knowledge, which the ruduaﬁ A

lost through thewr defection to idolutry. {tf nother coincidence appears in this, that
has been demonstrated by these excavations' ﬁxo historical soulptures there ure marks
not only that a high state of the aés exist- ¢a suddenand final interruption of the

Christ, but also, that in the earliest ages of Went death of the King, as is described

that city, dating but a few centuries from ithe Bible,

the flood, their soulptures were the best.| [n the ruins of Babylon there is no

[n this remarkuble result, the Kgyptians slptured marble., The city was built all

and Assyrian antiquitics also agree. | obrick. Yet the bricks often have char-
It is also provml. In one instance

ed in Nineveh u thousand years before ft. such as would naturally follow from &'

inacherib's palace : ** Beoause Hexzekinh

ok and plundered forty-six of his strong

re of the Jewish city of Lachish, The |

ing, one succeeding another, So that if we
sing & hymn of six verses we always
suocceed 1n. singing the last just as
slow again ns the first. We havetried up-
stairs wnd down as a place for the choir with
the same result.

Three years ago we purchased an exoel-

age, I attacked and oarried off the Jont organ with the hope that it would iw-
le population which dwelt around Jer-|proye-our singing. The organ, however,
lem, with thirty talents of gold and
Lt hundred of silver,” This agrees with
Bible account, except in respect to the
As to this, the one ac-

only produces another body of sound, con-
tending with those already present, and we
find our singing worse than before; and
this notwithstanding we have a good share
of musioal ability, andno squabblos ef sing-
ers ; thus in spite of all we have done,
our singing is a discomfort to ourselves
and the opprobrium of the neighbour-
hiod,

And then as to spiritual results as affect-
ed by the coustruction of the building, why,
just this, that when L have succeeded in
putting in a good deal of fe@ling into a ser-
| mon as conceived in the study, and strain.
ed effort that is necessary to make the ser-
mon distinetly heard, and a certain indefin-
able sense of uumanagoableness in the place
absolutely prevent the expression of any
pathos in its delivery, and as a consequence,
renders it very inocapable of producing feel-
ing in others, This, to a man caring to do
good, and with a voice as easy and usable
a8 is common, is excessively annoying and
discouraging. ; ‘

Aund now our ounly remedy, after o large
and comparatively recent outlay, is either
to reconstruct the chapel, or tq adopt a
liturgy where hearing is of little momunt,
.and ﬁ\ro a professional choir to sing to us,
and not with ws, which however, we are
' too stiff Nonconformists to consent to.

been dono as though the intention were to|P

when men had better
true God than afterwards

it did not grow up a8 a réligion of nature,
by the ine

the true God., But it was introduced as an

knowledge.
the eurliest representation of God found in

contrary to the general aprs lumrod upon them.
impression, that idolatr{ was introduced | ajuge palace
n

owledge of the's
revailed ; that t

To ull intending chapel builders I would
say most earnestly, beware of cheap arch-
itects, and take special care of two vital

s formed of bricks thus
ped ; and the same charaoters exhibit

li“m. of **Nebuchiéduessar,' The pro-' requirements, that the chapel be well odn.

characteristic of Nebuchadnezzar was

tructed for hearing and seeing.
ectual attempts of men to find hi pride~——such as was revealed in that dohe 8
spech : ** Is not this g
expedient of men in order to obsoure what hee built, by the might of my power, and
‘knowledge of God they possessnd, because fothe honor of my majesty !
they did not like to retain God in their rus of the palave, in every brick of them
This is shewn ivthe fact, that Q"b just the echo of that boasting speech,

w ¥ \
reat Babylon that I! A WeEKLY BUFFERER

| —————————

Now these '  Another writer suggests the following

questions :—

1,-How is it that a gentleman with a

is, after so many ocenturies, God has weak voice can be distinotly heard by all

these sculptures, are the best, and imweas- bmght forth, from the ruius of the ocities, in a theatre seating five or six thousand
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porsons, and not so in a ohapel or
church ? ‘
2, How is it that ministers preach with
perfoot ease in the former Qlaouu. bu with
groat diffioulty in the latter?
3. How is it that there is not t&be found
in Britain one place of worship erected- in
perfect accordance with the science o f
sounds?
4. How long are we to be favoured with
such erections merely as advertisoments for
arohiteots ?
5. How long are we to remain far behind
the ancients in this matter of building with
aooustios in view ? '
6. How long are pastors' and evangelists'
throats to suffer, and powers to be paralys-
o | by these defects ?
7. How long will it be said that ** the

tion wiser than thp-ehildcen of-Tight," ?
Ree” 3

THE (ECUMENICAL COUNCIL.
A SOENE IN ST. PETERS,

The scene at St, Peter's on the Tth ult.,
made various impressions, and tho truth
lies, says the Z%mes . correspondent, in a
fair comparison of them, In brilliaucy, and
in all that constitutes a fote or a show, it
was far short of the canonization of the
Japanese martyrs.  Of course it was, On
this oocn-ion the object of interest was in a
Council-hall, out of the principal line of
vision, and ounly half revealed to the most
fortunate of the spectators, those under the
dome, The Council was ‘:n ohjeot of “su-
reme interest, but far from showy; for
what is there in 700 old wmen, dressed in
white and wearing tall paper caps. As
these were laid aside on entering the
ohurch, and as all the bishops stopped at
the Chapel of the Sacrament, through whioh
the Pope made his way to the Couneil-
hall, there was hardly any prooession, and
what there was of it could not be seen.
There was yo procession at the end ; only
two streams of departures, indicated by a
sucooession of tall mitres, made with two
sheats of oardboard. Certainly this is w
sight one does not see every day, but when
there is a procession for everything, why
not for a Geneial Council ? 'l‘%w day was
most unfavorable for seeing this speotacle
in the Hall, being what they ocall here a
fasting day-—that is, a dull one. But what
was seen was signifioant, and therefore im-
yressive.  Seven hundred bishops, more or
ess, representing all OhrlutenSum. were
seen gathered round on altar, and one throne
partaking of the same Divine mystery, and
rendering homage, by tarns, to the same
spiritual authority and power. ‘As they
put on their mitres, or took them off, aud
a8 they oame te the steps of the altar, or
the fuot of the common spiritual Father, it
was impossible not to feel the-unity and
the power of the Church which they repre-
sented. The sight was impressive to
those prepared to be impressed, though it
must have diuspointed those who came to
seo a show, an
the crowds who flocked into Rome to see
the triumph of their sovereign. What
reached the ear could not bat be imperfect.
There were long anl tedious intervals of
silence. The sermon was injudiciously long
they say ; and, of course, sound, and noth-
ing else, to the outer world, The Pope
delivered his allocution with much empha-
sis and gesture, but was interrupted b{ a
cough, and probably did not say all he had
on paper.
[ am told, though I don't see how he could
avold it. As to the singing, it was neoes-
sarily under diffioulties. 'Fbaru could be
no rehearsal or concord, The verses of the
Vini Ureator were sung at long intervals,
but very impressive. The choir was there
in one place, and the reponses, with the
chief volume of sound, in another,
I stoed I could not make out whenoe either
came, The Pope was to chant the Litany

and the people about me said he was chant-
ing it ; but the voice rung so loud, so clear
and 80 musidal that I could not believe it to
come from 80 old & man. The truth is he
chanted three petitions made for the occa-
sion, not the rest; but 1 suppose he put

children of this-world-are -in- their genoras

would hardly have satisfied.

““ He said nothing political,” so. ‘

Where -
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