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For the Christian Messenger. 

A WAIF ON THE WATERS, 
————e 

I have a brother on the tide of life, . 

Yet not my father's nor my mother's son, . 
Ant since our barks were parted, time has ran 

To lengthened yours, and years are ever rife 
With import, to a young and thonghtful soul, 

How fares it with him wow ¢ Were I to throw 
These lines upon the waters, would the flow 

Of wind and tide o'er hear the tiny scroll 
Athwart his path ? Then, little voyager, go, 

Hope shall illume thy dim, uncertain way, 
And sh uld'st thou find my lost and loved one, say 
These words, und well their meaning he will know. 
The wreath unfading is not Hghtly won, = 
The soul must strive that would not be forgot; * 

The darkest elond betrays a smiling sun, 
God smies upon us when we know it not, 

The mists that veil his face too often rise 

From our own stagnant hear, ‘L'o trast is wise, 
Onron, 

For the Christian Messenger. 

MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE. 

LETTER FROM REV, A, R. R, CRAWLEY, IN 
BURMA, 

Oro, July 25th, 1870, 

My Dear Messenger,= 

» My present habitat is a good emblem of 
the Church of Christ: a Zayat open all 
vound, but surrounded by water! The coun 
try being, at this soason, covered with the 
waters of the swollen Irrawaddi. A large 
building like this is constantly reserted to 
by the people for a great variety of purpos: 
08 ; the boatmen find on the spacious flaor 
a most convenicut plase for mending their 
sails, and any work which needs for its per. 
formance plenty of ¢clhow-room, is executed 
in the Zayat, On the first Sunday after my 
arclval, a large Apa of people came 
carly, supplied with bamboos, thin board, 
paste, thin oloth, tinsel, gold and silver 
paper, charcoal, paints, and the dear knows 
what not, What they were going to do, it 
would have puzgled the shrewdest,uninitiat. 
od Yaukeo to guess, Their manner and 
their couversation would not afford him the 
smallest possible clue, ‘Lhey worked away 
cheerily. Joke and song, mirth and laughter 
were kept up ingessautly, and, together 
with the grotoaque pictures and seenie carv- 
ing which they were producing, suggested 
theatrical performances soon to come off! 
What are they at! Oue fellow has just 
wade a really good joke, and before the 
hearty laugh it eaused has eoased, another 
begins, in a high key, and evidently with a 
sincere conviction that his nose is a vocal 
organ, an amorous ditty, in which the sun, 
woon, and stars pule their ineffegtual tints 
in” contrast with the graces of a certain Ma 
Lay! low jolly they all are! One thing 
seems certain, the work they are at must 
be something highly adapted to ** Drive dull 
care away." Well, they are making a cof. 
fin I Theatricals! Yes, on that stage where 
sin and death ave forever noting before full 
houses / This recklessness and frivolity is 
the natural aud logical result of Buddhism 
that * masterpiece of Satan A ohangeless 
state of existonee has no placa in that sys. 
tem. Death Is merely a change of scene,--the 
deceased will reappear possibly as a man but 
more likely as a buffalo, monkey, or some: 
other form of the brute creation, How do 
they receive the gospel ?' No thoughtful f+ 
man needs Lo come to om for an 
answer. Sip and its effepts are, the same 
the world over. The gospel is as necessary 
in Nova Sootia, and us rost-giving—but no 
more so--as in Burmah, To one who 
knows Jesus of Naareth it is amazing that 
the ** poor heathen" does not embrace the | 
gospel with tears of raptare; but iv it not 

Halifax; Nova Scotia, Wednesday} October 12 
with many Popish errors still clinging to 
him. , And I have no doubt there are Bur. 
mans who love Jesus—having learned of 
him from the preacher and the tract—of 
whom it never was suspected that they were 
other than true Buddhists—they will *‘rise 
up in the Je and condemn, Le.” 
The other day a ** great teacher” came 

to me. A man of note among his people, 
thoughtful, clear-headed, well posted in all 
the stock diffisulties and objections against 
Christianity ; the * hard sayings” which are 
as old as the Serpent, and which so many 
in Christian lands cannot ** hear,” but on 
account of them ‘walk no more with 
Jesus." Long and patiently we talked to- 
ether. Having first preached unto him 
hrist,” 1 gratified his curiosity by answer- 

ing his questions concerning the telegraph, 
the solar system, the shape and movement 
of the a and so forth. At lust, after 
many hod so spent, he respectfully took 
his Yiave, and—prostrated himself before 
the Pagoda !~which is hard by my Zayat, 
going—calmly and serenely through the 
whole form of prayer, aud very likely im- 
loring to be saved from the ** white book 
wh? I thought of the learned Ma. 
drasee who won the prize offered by the 
English Bishop of that Presidency, for the 
best essay on the * Evidences of Christi. 
anivy,” and continued to worship idols |— 
““ How is it possible for you to write this, 
and be an idolator #” asked the Bishop. 
“ My head wrote that—my heart worships 
the idol!" There it is! * Ye will not 
come unto me that ye might have life." — 
Pour all the light of the age into the Bor- 
man mind ; -pile evidence upon evidence, 
until it is as clear as the noonday sun that 
bis ancestral faith is a delusion and a lie; 
and he is still as far from Jesus as—as--well, 
dear Pastor, as that ** reputable and intelli 
gent man” in the third pew from the pulpit, 
to whom you have preached Jesus for the 
last ten years! But let the * finger of 
God” touch the heart and conscience, and 
then Pastor,you will see your third pew man, 
and I my * groat teacher,” * clothed, and 
in their right wmind"—** new creatures in 
Christ Jesus.” - The intelligent, thoughtful 
Burman asks, ** are all Americans disciples 
of Jesus?” ** No, vot one in a thousand.” 
““ But they all believe in the Kternal God 
and in your Saviour?” * Yes, and hope to 
repent und be saved by Ilim before they 
die.”  ** I see; then afier you have convine- 
ed us that Buddhism is false, your work is 
ouly begun ?'- Now, brethren, you see 
how you must pray at the Missionary Con. 
cert. We forget very easily that Jesus 
alone, and Jesus only, is ** the light of the 
world,” and are prone to burst forth with a 
cacwthes for education, as though the Chris- 
tian system had several ** lights” to rule the 
“night” of heathenism—besides the ** grout. 
er light" for the ** day” of civilization, 
Pray for the Spirit of God.to descend upon 
the rice plains of Burmah, in like manner 
as He has manifested Himself among the 
Telu. gis, after long cold, dark, and fruit. 
less yours, 

This whole town is * stirred,” which is 
better than stagnation, though it may be 
doubted if anything is wanting save the 
power to drag me forth, stoue me, and “leave 
me for dead.” 

Iiefore I write again I shall probably have 
left this for the next large village in my 
circuit. May your readers all pray for me, 
let them think of mo as never thscouraged, 
buv confident always, —remembering that 
the promise in as unqualified as the com- 
mand ** go,” “1 am with you,” 

Yours faithfully, 
Artuunr R, R. Crawrey, 

For the Christian Messenger. 

LETTER FROM REV. DR. CRAMP, 

MontrEAL, Sept, 1870, 

Dear Brothery— 

The indisposition from which I have 
even more amaxing thut multitudes of “poor suffered for several weeks has prevented me 
slonors”’—well dressed, polite, elyilized, ' from collecting any information that might 
amiable, hear the gospel from their gradlos be interesting tothe brethren in Nova Scotia, 
to their graves, and lie down in death with I am now recovering, and take the earliest 
less hope than the poor heathen.  ** It will opportunity to write to you. 
be more tolerable, &o." Luther left Rome ' he Baptist Convention Kast held its 

El 
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annual meeting in this city last week, and 
was attended by a numerous body of re. 
presentatives.  Agreeably to the usual 
custom, the Convention Sermon was preach. 
ed on the previous Lord's day evening by 
the Rev. W. A. Caldwell, of Perth. I did 
not hear it, but learned that it was an able 
effort, the object of the preacher being to 
show that the teaching of Paul and James, 
on justification, dikirely harmonize ; Paul 
was as practical as James, and James as 
sound in doctrine as Paul, 
The Convention met for business on 

Wednesday the 21st inst. It appears from 
the Report that there is a great amount of 
moral destitution in the district. Many 
churches are vacant, and the supply of| 
ministers is insufficient, The province of 
Ontario is suffering from the sama cruse, 
Indeed, the complaint is general, all over 
North Amerien. A grave responsibility 
rests on the churches. Every gift should be 
brought into action, and the wost liberal 
appropriation possible be made for home 
missionary servio., 

I was cordially received as the delegate 
of our Convention, and had tlte pleasure of | 
taking part in the discussions, It was with 
peculiar satisfaction that I renewed anequain- 
tance with several brethren whom I had 
known in years past, and who are zealous. 
ly and faithfully serving the Lord in vari. 
ous parts of these provinces, 

Dr. Fyfe was present, and addressed the 
Jonvention ou behalf cf the Woodstock 
Literary Institute, There isa present need 
of some fifteen thousand dollars, for addi. 
tional buildings, aud of an enlarged income 
in order to adapt the Institution, more 
sempletain to the wants of the times, So 
much good has been already effected that 
the power to extend and improve is much 
to be desired. The Baptists of Ontario 
have a great work be'ore thom. It is to be 
hoped that they will prove equal to the 
occasion, 

There was a public meeting in the base- 
ment of the Baptist Charch on Wednesday 
evening, when appropriate addresses wore 
delivered by members of the Convention, 
aud your Correspondent had the opportunity 
of speaking ou the state of the Denomina. 
tion in the bounds of our Convention. 
On Thursday evening there was was an- 

other public meeting in the same place. It 
was au farewell service, the Rev. J. Alexan- 
der having resigned the Pastorate of the 
First Baptist Church in this city in order | 
to become Pastor of the Second Brantford 
Uhurch, Ontario. Farewell addresses wero 
delivered, by representatives of the threo 
Baptist Churches in Montrenl—of the Sun- 
day School Union, and the Convention, 
of both which Institutions Mr. A. bad ac- 
ted us Becretary—and, of the Ministers of 
other Denominations, for whom Dr. Burns 
Minister of the Free Presbyterian Church 
Coté Street, spoke with much affectionate 
feeling. It was an oceasion of the deepest 
interest. 

Mr. Alexander has been Pastor of the 
First Baptist Church upwards of seven 
years. (God has greatly blessed his labours 
He has baptized 226 persons, and more 
than 200 have been received by letter and 
otherwise. - His removal is justly regarded ns 
an affliction, and his friouds find it difficult 
to believe that he is in the path of duty, his 
continuance here being looked upon by 
them as ‘well nigh essential to the welfare 
of the cause, But he is fully satisfied in 
his own mind that he is following divine 

uidance, The church will be ad 
trust, in the choice of a successor, 
When Mr. Alexander commenced his 

labours, that which is wow the ** First” 
Church was the only one. ‘I'wo Mission 
stations were establishod--at Point St. 
Charles and St. Catherine Street-—and now 
there is a church at each station, with its 
pastor, and Bunday Sehool, and other reli 
gious applinnces. These operations have 
not been carried on without entailing consi. 
dered loss in the mother church, some of 
the most active and useful members having 
transferred their membership to the new 
churches. By the blessing of God on the 
labors of a wise and diligent pastor the 
losses will be repaired, and the vacant places 
filled up. 
A committee on the union of the Pres. 

, 1870. 

Tw. 

WHOLE SERIES 

a —- 

byterian Churches is to meet in this oity 
during the present week, The Rev. G. M. 
Grant of llalifax is a member of the com. 
mittee. The object is highly desirable. 
The members of the ** Montreal Youn 

Men's Christian Association” are holdin 
‘a series of meotings, the object of whic 
‘are detailed in the following: 

The constant and greatly increasing labors 
devolving upon the Pastors of Protestant Churches 

| demand much more enrnest and efficient assine 
| tance on the part of Layaexy and Women, With 
the view of promoting so desirable an object, it 

Lis purposed to hold a series of Meetings, coms 
mencing Friday, 23rd September, for the dis 
cussion of things pertaining to Christian life and 
work, 

A number of Ministers and yrominent La 
‘men will take purt in the services, The Cows 
‘mittee have also secured the aid of K. A. BurneN 
(of the Chicago Y. M, ©, A., whose long exper 
lence in oes of this description will be es- 
| pecially valuable. 

es 

ON Frivay Evening, September 23rd, at 8 
o'clock, I'memk :—Personul Religion, and our 
Personal Obligations to Christ, 
Sarurvay Evening, September 24th at 8 

o'clock, Turse :—Christians should study to 
be personally more attractive, 
Monpay Arreryoon, September, 20th, at 4 

o'clock, Turme :~~Woman's Christie Work 
what is it? and how shall iv be done? 
Moxpay Evenviva, September 20th, at 8 

o'clock, "T'mxmr i=Religion in the Family, 
Tusspay ArrernooN, September 27th, at 

5 o'clock.  Tukme <The obligation of Christian 
Business men. 

The above Meetings will be held in the Rooms 
of the Association, and on Tuesday Evening, 

| Sept. 27th, at 8 o'clock, a public meeting will 
be hold in the Mecuanics' Hawn, When Addresses 

| will be delivered by Mr. K, A. Burnell; of 
| Chicago, Rev Dr. Burns, Rev. John Pots, and 
others, 

Alter the opening discourse, on each occasion, 
8 address will be delivered, questions 

1 ns | ) ot A 

~__~> Yours truly, 

[————  —— ———— 5. A an — 

For the Christian Messenger. 

REVIEW, 

“Tue Doorrine or rug TRINITY UNDER 
LYING THE. RevErarion or. Repemp. 
Ton. By the Rev. George Patterson, 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Congregation, 
Green Hill, Pictou, N. 8., Author of 
Memoir of James MeGregor, D.D., Lives 
of Johnson and Matheson, &eo., &o.= 
Kdinburgh, Piotou, N. 8., New Glas- 
gow, 1870." 

The Doctrine of the Trinity has in every 
age of the Christian Church been deemed 
of vital importance, The whole super 
structure of Kvangelieal Religion is based 
upon this doctrine, To deny it is to deny 
the Atonement, along with the Divinity of 
Christ ; it ia to deny BE eaastion also, and 
all the effects of the Holy Spirit's work on 
the hearts and souls 'of men, Hence the 
seal with which it has in all ages been at. 
tacked by the adversaries of evangelical 
truth, and hence, on the other hand, the 
earnestness and success with which it has 
boen defended. The gospel system stands 
or fulls with the Doctrine of the Trinity.— 
Baptists and Presbyterians, as in most other 
points, are in exact accord here. Draw 
your pen through one half sentence of the 
‘* Shorter Catechism,” and no Baptist oan 
object to the teachings of that Catechism. 

Of that same little book we have among 
the memories of childhood a vivid recolloc. 
tion. It was in the ** New England Pri. 
wer” we coined our Sunday tasks, Woe 
cannot soon forget that Primer. There 
wore poetry and pictures at the beginning. 
There were poetry and prayers in the mid- 
dle, and doef. dolorous poetry at the 
end, Precious little Theology that wo 
learned from the Catechism, though we 
gained credit for oleverness in committing, 
und got at least one little prize before we 
wore seven ywars of age, for learning to the 
end of the commandments within a limited 
time, But there were twd questions and 
answers wo verily believe we understood at 
the age of seven about as well as wo have 
over understood them since. The oue 
was, ** Are there more (Gods than one }'— 
Ans. ** There is but ane only, the living and 
true God.” * How many persons are there 
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