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in the Godhead?” Ans. ** There are 

threo persons in the Godhead, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these 

three are one God, the same in substance, 

equal in power and glory.” 
his is all plain. No one can misunder- 

stand the meaning of the words. Perhaps 
no finite mind can comprehend the deep 

mystery of the first answer ; surely no mor- 
tal can comprehend the mystery of the 

other. **Canst thou by searching find out 

‘God ? canst thou find out the Almighty 
unto perfection? It is as high as heaven? 

what canst thou know ?"—Job xi. 7, 8. 
Our author has not attempted an explan- 

ation of this mystery of mysteries, the 

mystery of the ** Godhead.” His direct 
aim is not even to prove or defend the doc- 

trine he discusses. As the title page an- 

nounces, he aims to shew by quotations 

from the Scriptures of both the old and the 

New Testaments, that the doctrine of 

the Trinity—the threefold distinction~ of 

God—** underlies,” pervades, penetrates, 

and permeates, the whole inspired vol- 

ume. 
This for a teacher of religion is legitimate | 

and useful labor. Let him read Tue Book 

to us. Let him show us what it says, and 

and show us how to read it for ourselves ; | 

Let him not be afraid to ** speak in the! 
very words which the Holy Spirit teacheth 

comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” 

Mr. Patterson has done this. We have 

read his book with great satisfaction. His 

styleis unobjectionable, good, strong, hearty 
English. His reasoning is plain, scriptural 

and solid. He makes us see in the blessed 
Rook what we never knew was there. He 
has been working the gold-mine, bringing 

up the shining particles, and separating 

them, and passing them into solid bars, and 
giving them into our own hands for our 
own. 
We recommend this volume both to min- 

isters and others. We do not exactly know 
where it is to be obtained. We see Edin- 
burgh mentioned on the title page,and Pictou 
ang New Glasgow. We have been given 
to understand that a new Edition is about 
to come forth, and so presume the work 
will be on rale in Halifax. 
We have probably said enough, perhaps 

" too much, but we have given our honest 
convictions after more than ome careful 
erusal. 

and abler divines differ from us. But we 
must add that we deem the publication of 
this volume most opportune. These are 
serious times. The ** sappers” and ** min- 
ers” are out in all directions, busy at their 
unholy endeavours to demolish the founda- 
tion of our Faith. Our watchmen need to 
be on the alert. Let us encourage them to 
speak to write, to fight, and, if need be, 

to die for THE TRUTH. 
8.7 R 

Cynstian Ftdessenger. 
HALIFAX, 00TOBER 12, 1870. 
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The following fraternal letter from Rev. 
Dr. Cramp was received and read at the 
late Western Association. Its contents 
will not nced any commending to the a‘- 
tention of our readers :— 

To the Western Baptist Association of Nova 
Scotia, assembled at Clementsvale, Annapolis 
Co., Sept. 24th, 1870. | 

DEAR BRETHREN, — 

I had fully intended to be present at your 
Anniversary, as a delegate from the Central 
Association, but various circumstances have 
concurred to prevent it. Permit me to place 
befure you some thoughts which I should have the annihilation scheme be favoured, great in-' Council, into which they fell. 

' tists of Nova 

christian ministry, While the number of vacant 
churches is increasing, expectant pastors of the 
right kind ave few. Aud when 1 say, +* of the 
right kind,” Ii1efer to men of sterling talent, 
who will seek the highest cultivation for Christ's 
sake. and consecrate it to his service, without 
bargaining beforehand for a specified reward. 
Such men are doubtless to be found, but it must 
be acknowledged that they are rare. The times 
call for the employment of the best gifts, and 
christianity «ill tenche self-denial. : 

Yet it cannot be overlooked that the churches 
are in fault in this matter. Ministerial services 
are not prized as they ought to be; and if a 
pastor who is half-starved at home can better his 
position, replenish his library, and provide for 
the education ot his children, by removal to the 
neighbouring republic, ot to some other part of 
the Dominion of Canada, his dep:rture, though 
regretted, will be generally approved, and those 
who have rendered it necessary will suffer for 
their neglect. 

I ask permission to place before you another 
consideration. Some of you look back, per- 
haps with regretful feelings, to the days of the 
old Association, when the brethren met to- 

gether from all quarters, and renewed acquaint- 
ance, and formed friendships, and united in 
planning benevolent operations. ~~ Necessity 
seemed to require the division which took place 
twenty years ago. But it may be fairly ques- 
tioned whether the advantages resulting from 
that tcp have not been in some respects counter- 
balan by inconveniences and losses. The 
division into three Associations has a tendency 
‘to create scparate interests, and to isolute 
brethren from each other. Denominational 
zeal is in danger of being merged in local at- 
tachments, and some of our enterprises, which 
require the sympathies and energies of the 
whole body, are lesa vigorously worked by 
being identified with limited portions of the 
Baptist population. 
Our Educational and Foreign Missionary de- 

partments are under the control of the Conven- 
tion. For Home Missions we have two organi- 
zations, and each Association has a separate 
Infirm Ministers’ Fund. Would it not be far 
better that those objects ehould be brought, 
respectively, under one management? And might 
it not prove greatly advantageous to the Bap- 

tin, if a Provincial Convention 
were to he established, at which these and other 
matters pertaining to denominationel welfare 
could be freely discussed, and suitable measures 
adopted ? 1 to submit this as a fit subject 
for deliberation. 
But whatever may be thought of these, or 

any other proposals or schemes, it is obvious 

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, OCT. 12 
— 

the Western. 

three Associations might, we believe, be 
rendered far more serviceable to the de. 
nomination, if placed on a wider and inotre 
permanent basis than can be given to them 
as at present constituted. : 

2. The funds contributed by the churches 
for Ministerial Education have a provincial 
character, and now that they are reported 
to the Convention only, they are, we be- 
lieve, but a fraction of what they might be, 
if specially in charge of persons regularly 
appointed in this province. 

8. Horton Collegiate Academy is a Pro- 
vincial Institution, now controlled by the N. 
8. Governors of Acadia College, and yet it 
is not properly under the charge of the ex- 
isting Convention. A Provincial Conven- 
tion might have this institution under its 
care, and render to it essential service. 

4. It at any future time it were thought 
desirable to combine the Home Missionary 
operations of the denomination in the pro- 
vince, such an arrangement might be ad- 
vantageously effécted in connection with a 
Provincial Convention, perhaps by delega- 
tion from the Associations, or otherwise, 

As, however, this matter is at present 
merely a suggestion, we shall not attempt 
to offer any arguments in its support, but 
shall leave it for the consideration of our 
readers. 
The principal objections to such an in- 

stitution, we suppose, will be, 1st. the mul- 
tiplication of organizations, and 2nd. the 
partial withdrawal of important matters 
from our Associations. hese, however, 
may be met by a little judicious and thought- 
ful arrangement. The experience of our 
brethren in other plac.s may. assist us in 
avoiding the evils of too complicated ma- 
chinery, and in sccuring the benefits of as 
much as is required to effect what seems 
desirable. 
The remarks in Dr. Cramp’s letter re- 

specting the support of the ministry, and 
the increasing demand for ministers, are 
also matters for earnest, prayerful conside- 
ration, in other Associations as well as in 

We will not complain if older P 

‘us individually resolve to cherish love and con- cle, in a semi-official style, seeks to take the 
(fidence. Let us determine to listen to no eq 
‘counsels, and/to engage in no enterprises that|; 

oy gre producing temporary alienation, tion) are empowered to admit any person into 
t 

that no success can be hoped for unless weare| The Educational question to which we 
entirely and heartily united. Coolness, reserve, referred two weeke since, has since then 

suspicion, and even bare acquiescence in’ com- been pretty well ventilated. The Halifax 
mon measures, are almost as hurtful as open morning and evening papers, as well as 

oman SR pln Sony pc "gph some of the country locals have each taken 
issue, is that state of feeling and action which their position upon the famous Minute of 
existed in the primitive church when ** the Council, which was to give Provincial Li- 
whole multitude of them that believed were of ceuses to Teachers without examination.— 
one heart and one soul,” They were not merely The Witness has given the subject a thorough 
on speaking terms with each other. The were | overhauling, dnd shewn how much it is op- 

ip sig o bac samo family, a vg Pa, posed to the best interests of the cause of 
gave to ainited action an indescribable charm oq, .4ti0n, and especially to the standing of 

d i : 
A of a like, teachers. Oné of the anonymous defenders 
distinction, Let us recognise the importance of the Council cf Public Instruction, signing 
and necessity of sincere, unbroken union. Let himself * Citizen,” writing in the Chrom- 

ge from the obnoxious Minute, by say- 

would tend to division, knowing that division ' © ° | 
will lead zo disappointment, if not to rain. If,| *¢ As itis not quite clear that under the pre- 
in any degree, offence has been given, however sent law they (the Council of Public Instruc- 

let it be dealt with in tha spirit of earnest the teaching profession in this province who has 
christianity ; that is, let all be cancelled, on all not undergone the regular examination in this 
sides, and a fresh start be taken, in the interest province, I belicve the Council ol Public In- 
of holy fellowship and combined activity. | struction will not act on the clause of the Minute 

There is yet one point more to which, as it of Council to which we refer.” 

Veter Li a gps pu inne The clause here referred to is that which 
deviation from the faith which was * once de-' Was to substitute Provincial licenses for 
livered unto the saints.” Personal godliness ‘‘ licenses from other British Institutions." 
and successful employment of weans and talents We are glad that it has appeared to the 
are closely connected with adherence to the parties concerned, that ** it is not quite 
truth.” Defection from orthodoxy (using that glear,” But itis too bad that our educa. 
word in its ordinary acceptation) cannot but be | .. : : tdnotins. 46 Tha See of Und. 10. foe instance, | 008! affairs should be subjected to such 
the views commonly entertained by our denomi- | insidious attacks, and then that the parties 
nation, in reference to the atoning sacrifice of 8¢eking such changes should allow the 
our Lord and Saviour, be abandon or loosely | odium to fall on the educational authori- 

held, or, if opinions tending to universalism or ties. It was evidently a trap laid for the 

endeavoured to express more at large it I should jury must result. The churches cannot be too | 
have enjoyed the privilege of attending the carcful in watching the beginnings of evil in| 
Association, | these respects, and in dealing with them in 

It wili be confessed, I think, that the aspect strict accordance with apostolic precepts. 
of our denomination in Nova Scotia, in a religi-| I trust vou will believe, dear brethren, that 
ous point of view, is not so favourable as is to Le anxiety for the true welfare of our denomination | 
desired. ‘I'he reference is not 80 much to num- has prompted these observations. © They are 
erical considerations, which way be fallacious, | commended to your serious and prayerful regard. 
but to the spiritual, the divine. Are we not con- Toor Brother in the Lord, 
tenting ourselves, for the most part, with a low ‘J. M. Crane, 
type of Christianity ? Is not the standing of a| Montreal, Sept. 15th, 1870, 
la ortion of our members, very cousiderabl ay $a 
beaeath New ‘l'estamont veanimente? Mustit| ~The suggestion of a Provincial Conven- 

| which they might have fallen, and should 

We are pos to have had a hand in 
saving that body from the lower depths to 

rejoice even more to know that the whole 
Minute had been “annulled.” 
When on a former occasion an attempt 

was made by a Minute of Counsil to secure 
a viva voce Examination of Teachers, and 
it was subsequently found to be contrary to 
law, and the promise was given that the 
Mirute should not be acted on; then it was 

not be affirmed of many that theirknowledge of | tion is not ictended, we apprehend, to in- urged tbat the order of ** Christian Broth- 
the distinctive principles of the Qompet ig vague, 

ei 
terfere in any way with the present Con- ers” and ** Sisters of Charity” could not 

cloudy, and imperfect, and that in their conduct | yention of the three provinces, but to be a 
there is more regard tv worldly expediency than Raina 
to the precepts of our Lord de goo apostles ? separate organization for the purpose of tak- ao, qn Fe : ing charge of subjects which are at pre- 
AW 4 wernt Fp cove, sn J ugar orig sent but imperfectly considered, either by 
and of holy influence the Associations or Conventions, in conse- 

That these defects and evils may exist in other | quence of their peculiarly provincial aspects. 
denominations, cannot affect our own blame- Dr. C. mentions two subjects that such an 
worthiness. Both they and we must give ac- gai : : 
he Re a Loo. _ pd se 4¢- | organization might have in charge. We 

ob pn a prefer ‘however to place them in a little 
pcs sib 7 Ho big 4 cesmrlb 7 Mar “0 | different order, according to what appears 
God.” to be the present necessity for calling such 

One of the ritual an institution into being :— » of our low consequences 
condition is the paucity of candidates for the! 1. The Infirm Ministers’ Funds of the’ seen contradicted. The editor says :— 

Ea] 

J | 

conscientiously submit to “the examination 
‘required by the law. Now, however, it ap- 
pears by this writer, for, in his endeavor to 
escape the charge of the objectionble 
Mioute being framed to meet their require- 
ments,he tells us that some eighteen Chris- 
tian Brothers aad Sisters went up for ex- 
amination the previous week. We sup. 

sed this was true and were glad to hear 
it. But what is the further truth in the 
matter 7 A statement is made in the Wit 
ness in reference to it, which we have not 

1870. 
en San 

«It is true that the Christian Brothers and 
Sisters of Charity bave submitted to the examin- 
ation. All honor to them for so doing. Bat 
by some strange freak of the Council of Public 
Instruction, their examination was not legally 
conducted after all. It was arranged somewhat 
oddly that a portion of the eighteen should be 
located at the South End of the City, while the 
rest were at the North End. One Gentleman 
had to take charge of both batches ; and he had 
to keep tottering with weary feet between St, 
Patricks and St Mrys ! Thus for more than 
half the time the Examiner was absent! Those 
who know what the terms of the law are will 
at once appreciate the value of an cxamination 
conducted in this singular style. Such a farce 
was never before perpetrated in Nova Scotia. 
What sort of oath will the Deputy Examiner be 
able to make on the back of his return? 
The whole little plot is transparent enough.— 

The Council of Public Instruction issued their 
Minute to suit Dr. Hannan’s views. The ustute 
Doctor and the Councillors knew well that a 
storm would rise about their ears ; and so they 
arranged this easy method of allaying the storm, 
They have subjected the eighteen to a ‘* written 
examination’ which was to.he a blind and a 
snare, the like of which, for glaring dishonesty, 
has never before been heard of.’ 

If this be not-true it should be contra- 
dicted by the proper authority, but if true 
it should not be allowed to rest here for a 
day. Such glaring unfairness should meet 
with its just | and the conduct of the 
Deputy Examioer in this case meet its pro- 
per reprobation. : 
The correspondence we have received on 

this subject, has shewed us how the late 
proceeding is viewed by existing Teachers, 
holding Provincial Licenses, in different 
war of the country. They feel that the 
eachers who petitioned for exemption from 

examination cannot. be the same persons 
whose petitions were treated so shamefully 
last winter, and that some other influences 
must have been in operation, besides the 
simple fact of the petitioners being teach- 
ers. We want to know who the petitioners 
are, and where they are living. 
We have not inserted those communica 

tions, for several reasons, one of which is 
that our columns have of late been so much 
in demand. 

The world moves. Although there is 
much in /the present disturbed state of the 
sions, phic does not appear favorable to 
pa. it is evident that progress is 

ing made, and that things which have been 
hindrances in the way of the advancing 
cause of truth.are being broken down by 
the fearful convulsions naw taking place. 
The various kingdoms of Europe arc being 
ehaken to their very foundations, and men 
are standing aghast at the alarming com- 
motion ; yet we may rest assured that the 
Lord reigns, and that he will bring order 
out of the confusion. He will make the 
wrath of men to praise him, whilst the re- 
mainder of their wrath he will restraip.— 
The strivings for the mastery between the 
reigning potentates, and the humiliating 
lessons taught to some of them, will shew 
all of them that in attempting to lift them. 
selves to a position of more absolute power 
they are but rendering themselves less like- 
ly to retain what amount of power they 
now have. 
What is to be the ultimate form of gov. 

ernment in Spain, Papal Italy, and France 
it is not easy to predict. It.is, however, 
uite plain that the people will have more of 
it to worship God in each of these 

countries than heretofore ; and the future 
promises to be as the brightness of day in 
comparison with the darkness which has 
long covered them as with a pall. 
The Pope has chosen to succumb to his 

hated rival sovereign in Italy, rather than 
keep up a resistance to what appears the de- 
crec of Heaven. His Holiness has not fled 
as he did in a former attempt of his people 
at revolution ; but has sought protection for 
himséif within what have heretofore been re- 
garded as his own dominions. It is prob- 
able that his temporal power having de- 
parted, he will now use his spiritual prerog- 
atives from the Eternal City, as formerly, 
whilst Victor Emmanuel—who has been so 
enthusiastically received as the deliverer 
of the Roman people from the thraldom 
they were in—will remain their sovereign, 
both by conquest aud by their own choice. 
Not one in a hundred have voted for a 
continuance of Papal rule in Italy. 

dlotices, &r. 
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APPOINTMENTS OF THE HOME MISSIONARY BOARD 
OF THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION. 

The Western Home Missionary Board at its 
recent meeting at Clementsvale made the follow- 
i ok rer 

. H. Achilles, six wecks in New Cornwall 
and vicinity. 

Bro. Benjamin Miller, Licentiate, four weeks 
to Milford and Greywood. 
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