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When the love of Christ is in the heart,
there will be a joyous running in the way of
his precepts. ‘
he love of Christ begets a love for his
Church. Chrirt loved the church, and ge\vo
himself for it. Christ is the [lead aud his
eople aro the members of his mystival body.
n tﬁe words of Inspiration, ** They are mew-

bers of his body, his flesh, and his bones.”,

He is the Vine, thv{ are the branches,

He that is born of God will not-only believe

{n Christ, love bim and give himself to
the . service of his Saviour, but he will
also  believe in  Christ's people, love
them, and ‘give himself to them, and
do all in his power to advance their
intorests. If he that begets is loved,
he that is' begotten is loved also. The
Apostle urges this as a proof of Christian
oharacter, when he says, ** By this we-know
that we have passed from death unto life be.
cause we love the bretliren.” Satisfied that
primitive truth is held by the body repre-
sented in this Association ; that it is built on
the foundation of the Apostles andProphets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cor.

ner stone, then there ought to be in all’

the members a strong denowminational
spirit. Not churchianity but christianity
—an intelligent zeal for truth, and a love
for the people rvprenemin;% the teachings
of the Gospel in their faith and practice,
A warm attachment should be manifested
towards the church, such as the Judean
captives by the rivers of Babylon had fot
their vative land, ** If-I -forget thee, O
Jorusalew, let my right hand forget her
cunwing ! If Ido not remember thee, lot
my tongue cleaye to the roof of my mouth;
if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chiet.
joy." Such a spirit as this should animate
the membership of the churches. There
should Le a love for the Sabbath, the sanc-
tuary and the ministry, the social aud busi.
ness e tings, the gifts and graces of the
chureh. If the Spirit of Christ be in the
body, it will bind the menmbers one to an-
other, and all to the Klder Brother, in a love
that will deepen by expericunoe and increase
with years, until it becomes the life of
lite and the joy of joy, and a foretaste of

- the unity and the blessedness of heavon, |
So should <t be.with the churches towards

the denomination they profess to believe

in and love. Kvery proper cffort should |

be put forth, all spiritual energy brought
into lively and vigorous exercise ; mouney,

time and talcnts feeely given to extond the'
triumphs of truth and the boundaries of |
Zion, that she may lengthen her cords and |
strengthen her stakes,. that her sons and|

daughters may come from far; that ber light
may shive and the glory of the Lord rise
u;mn Ldr 3 that she may be the perfection
of beauty—the City of the Great King;

that God may look forth from her battle. |

ments, and be known in her palaces for a
refunv.

The man who s under the influence of
the love of Christ will have compassion on
those that know wot God, and obey not lits
Gospel, and will labor jor their salvation,
Christ wept over Jerusalem, commiserated
the foolish and guilty i habitants, and in.
treated them to flee from impeunding des-
truction.  The Apostle says, * Knowing
the tertor of the Lord, we persuade men.
We are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God did beseech you by us; we pray you
in Chri t's stead be ye reconciled t» God”
The man who has any just voucuPtiun of the
“powers of the world to come,” and ** the
wrath of the Lamb,” will strive to pluck
sinners as brands from tho eternal burning.
He caunot rost ; he wust by precept and
“exawple do ull he cen for the 2ounversion
of precious souls. He will pray and labor,
and give, and count it all joy, if he is instru-
mental io bringing one soul toJesus. He
will be ipsympathy with angels and God, for
there is joy in heaven over one sinner that
repenteih,  The professing Christian that is
not afixious for the salvation of those around
him, and those at a distance, has just rea
son to doubt whether he has the Spirit of
Christ ; and if & man has not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of his, Oh! what a
shameful and guilty indifference has been
indulged ia by the professed pevple of God
towards poor sinners, rushing down to eter.
nal ruin and despair. As they hurry on
to perditiou, thoy way say, The Church of
Christ cares not for our souls. Is this the
spirit of the Lawb of God, who came to
gseok and to save the luul’. who bore the
sin of the world in his own hody on thoe
tree, who invites all to come, believe on
him, and live? OL for power from on
bigh, thut there may Le wore consecration
to Christ, and more zeul and activity and
earnvstness in his kingdom  Oh for a

gsiou for souls such as Xavierthe famous

esuit, had, when in the visious of the night,
beholding the perils that threatened bim on
overy band, in gaining converts to the So.
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ciety of Jeiui; l-x;e-xﬁ.cluimed. *“ Yot more !

'straining love of Christ as pastors and puo-

‘our day and generation, and make this world

wight by his Spirit in the inner man, that

‘He asks *Where should,in logical sequence

kingdom of Christ’and of the heavenly
glory thus to link it with outward splendor
and with material conditions ?  Are wo not
descending from a sphere of the spiritual

O my God, yet more !" - |
Dear brothren, we need more of this con.

ple, as churches and as a denomination, that
we may more than ever be conscerated to
the sorvico of the Master, that wo love hin
truth; his Church, and win souls for him
—jewels for his crown, and stars for our
own. Letus be up and doing; the day is
far spént, the nightis at hand ; let us serve

swer, It would, indeed be thus degrading,
if we t'rew aside or overlooked any of the
spiritual elements which enter into the cus.

s)lcm the earthly and the sensuous.

Holiness

the better for our having lived in it, Lot us the more important.
pray for more faith, hope, love, and zeal. and
use vigorously what wo-have now. of the' «
grace of the Gospel ; let usdo wore and ness
give wore for the advancement of the cause |
we profess to love; that we may see the
righteousness of our Zion go forth as bright-
ness, and the salvation of our Jerusalem
as a lamp that burneth, ¢

We close in the vords of the Apostle :
v« For this cause I bow my knees to the Fa.
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the
whole family in heaven and earth is named;
that he wuul)d grant you according to the

riches of his glory, to bo strengthened with

oompanhl{
and love lie

sions of the writer:

in this inquiry, under any theor

speculation and conjucture. Thus every
imaginative representation of the scenery,

to speak, of the future kingdom, its extent,
eto., must necessarily be matter simply of
more or less probable conjecture. Of the
nature of a spiritual body we can form but
the vaguest conception ; and so soon as we
go into details on its mode of existence,
wo tread on ground where everything is
shifting’” and uncertain.  But the wmain
strong outlines o! our picture are not matter
of speculation ; they are intrinsieally pro-
bable, and they are forced upon us by the
true sayings of God. It isnot matter of
-speculation that the carth, which was laid
under the dowinion of sin, is to be rescued
from its grasp ; that man, in the first Adam
“driven out from this goodly heritage, is in
the second Adam t) be restored to it ; that
Christ having descended to earth and in-
corporated himself with humanity; that he
might here wrestle with Death and the
Devil and overcome them, and plant” the
seeds of his kingdom, is here to receive,
along with his spiritual brotherhood, his
reward in the consummation and perpetual
glory of that kingdowm ; and that therefore
and finally, when he shall have reigned at
the right hand of God, as Sovercign of the

Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ;
that ye being rooted und grounded in love,
way be able to comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth, and length, and depth,
and height ; and to know the love of Christ,
which pusseth knowledge, that ye might be
filled with all the fulness of God."” :
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For the ¢ hristian Messenger,

M. Eprror,—The Pew system has had
quite a veotilating of late on one side, and
1 was boginuning to think we should not have
the other side of the question at all, but
your correspoundent, ** Disciple,” in his plain
—common sense remurks, has made it ap-
pear that there are two sides to this novel
question, And then about this ** First-day
of-the-wetk System ;" is it really intended
that we ahnuh{ go to work' every Sunday
morning, and figure -up, and find how
much we have gained or lost during the
week ? Is that.the idea?

g Exquingr.
Jan. 18¢h, 1870,

Chnstian It essenyger.

HALIFAX, JANUARY 26, 1870,

-that kingdom, then he will lay down this
supreme and universal sceptre, and will
return in the pomp and glory of his Father :
and God will bring him back to reign as
the Son and heir of David, the eternal
Theanthropic King, over that special king-
dom, the prospect of which led him to di-
vest himself of his heavenly glory, cheer-
ed the long dark night of kis earthly so-
journ, and led him cheerfully to endure
the ignominy and agony of the cross.”

The second article, on ** Sprcrrum
Axavysis ™ by W. C. Richards, is a deeply
scientifio unfolding of the progress made
in discovering the materius of which the
stellar heavens are composed, and he glory
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Tue Barrisr Quarrerry for January,
1870, comes to us freighted with its usual
amount of rich material, and original
thought.

The first article ** CHRIST'S EXALTATION
AND sEcoND coMING,” by Prof. Kendrick,
is . comprehensive examination of this
great Bible dootrine, It brings out a clear
exhibition of what the Seriptures teach in
relation to this grand subject, so full of
intérest to every believer in Jesus, The
writer does not diseard the idea that this
world is to be the scene of the Redeemer's
faturo and glorious personal appearing.

Astronomy. Pechaps there is nothing
which dugzles the human wmind so com.
pletely as looking into the depths of space
with the helps of the knowledge which has
accumulated in the hands of its votaries,
with the appliunces of modern invention,

Not only have the distances of the stars,
“and suns of the firmament been measured
more accurately, during the lagg, ten or
twelve years, but their constituent elo.
ments have been ascertuined. and the
changes going on upon their surfac? have
been noted, and counclusions arrived at,
which throw into the shade all the former
ideas of philosophers in regard to the vast.
ness of the Universe.

be the scene of the Redeomer's triumph
except in the place of his stragglo and his
sufforings }  Where the seat of his royal
dominion except the place which witnessed
his servile humiliation }  Where- should
be reared his Mossianio throne excopt
where was planted his Medsianio oross?
Where shuu\«l the kingdom of heaven be
consummated, except whoere it was founded
and where it struggled from the lowliness
of its feebls origin, through blood and tears
into expansion and grandeur ? "*Can imag-
ination Gorceive, or heart desire any higher
or any other heaven than that made by a
purified spirit united with a purified and
etherealized body, dwelling in this renovat.
od universe, garnished as the hand of God
can garnish it, amidst the glories of tho
everlasting kingdom, the communion of the
happy subjects, and the raptures of the per-
sonal presence, of the Lord Messiah ¥

In expanding the limits of the thought
however, he remarks : **itis only necessary
to regard our earth as the centro and me
tropolis of the kingdom : it may reach out
over whatever other worlds the exigencies
of the case may require  And finally, we
have uo reason to t?uubt that the spiritual
body awill be released from those laws of
gravitation which control our grosser or-
ganisws ; that their possessor will thus be
substantially fre> of the universe, and will
have spread out before him for visitation
and onjoyment the wide domaia of. the
croation, The riches of the universe will
lie at his feet; orcation and providence
will unroll, before his spirit-eye, their am-
ple puge for study and ccntemplation,”

¢ But, is it not degrading our id2a of the

beon arrived at, but may shew by copying
a paragraph or two what sublime heights
have been reached :

“* We stand, and almost shrink, amazed
at the threshold of the theme we have now
to unfold. It seems incredible, while yet
it is incontrovertibly true, that the physical
constitution of the sun,—a mighty globe
of glowing splendor, more than ninety-one
millons of miles distant from us—and

should be alriady in part revealed to us,
and that nothing in the history of scientifio
progress should forbid us to expeoct to have
the :eil, that has hun
years in impenetrable folds over the arcana
of the blue space-depths, drawn yet further
aside, that we may behold more and morg of
the marvellous operations of His hands who
* hath se+ His glory above the heavens !"
How these wonderful * parts of His ways,”
whioh are beginning to pass in grand review
before us, interprat to us with fresh pertin

ence the question, ** Canst thou find out

)
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to the sphere of the sensuous? We an-

The closing paragraph gives a brief epi-
tome of the argument used and the conclu-

the imagery, the topographical details, so

Universe, ordering and controlling all things
for the establishment and inauguration of

of God as shewn in the revelations of

1
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answer, No! And yet no! though teles-
copes and spectroscopes should be superced-
ed or at least surpassed, by new contri-
vances for observation and analysis.”

“ The first decade of celestial chemistry

‘has but just clapsed, and the results are

"
.

absolutely bewildering”
‘¢ Before we leave altogether the region

tomary idea of heaven, and put in their of our solar orb and plungeinto the stellar
-39 8!
ust apprebension the moral and spiritual sun's photosphere of which the spectroscope

depths, there is a marvellous aspect of the .

elements of our being must ever remain in- | takes cognizance. The effect of total solar
oclipses has been to reveal extraordinary
at the basis of any just concep-
'tion of a rational and moral being's blessed-

protuberances on the edge of the wolar
dise. Some of these have assumed the ap-
pearance of gigantic flames, and by mathe-
matical measurement one, which is desig-
nated by the observers ** the great horn,”

| was found to be more than ninety thousand
« We remark, finally, that at every stop!
of our|
blessedness, questions way be raised, thoi
reply to which becomes wmatter of simple |

miles in beight. This and other of these
flaming red promontories of the sun were
carefully examined with the spectroscope
during the eclipse of 1868, and there re-
wains no doubt that they are chiefly com-
osed of hydrogen gas in a state of intense
ignition, stretohing and sometimes wildly
oscillating at an immense height above
what seems to be a homogencous stratum
of fiery vapor.”

Great changes have been observed
in some of the stars from time to time
‘ In May, 1866, a small star-in the constell.
ation, Northern Crown, blazed out for sov.
eral days with a splendor that almost put
the first magnitudo stars to the blush.. The
spectroscope served to reveal “to us the
seuroely hypothetical explanation” of the
henomenon, The tell-tale prism detected
wight lines in its spectrum. There was
manifestly intense gaseous inflammation
upon the star. It blazad to a wmagnificent
splendor, and then gradually  died out,
whilo its spectrum lines also dwindled,
Was this a grand hydrogen combustion,—
a star on fire ? So the markings indicat.
ed. Is there nothing here siguificant to
us, as dwellers upon one of the satellites of
a fiery star, which has within its luminous
shell’a probably concentric stratum of hy- .
drogen, so vast in extent that it can shoot
up, from its furnace-throuts, rosetinted
flames that stretch a hundred thousand
miles up into its atmosphere? This
solid globe of ours would have a brief and
melancholy shrouding should our sun prove
to be a variable star, like the one in the
Crown which was on fire for a fortnight.
Verily, then would **the elemouts melt
with forvent heat.” The temperature of
the sun in such a conflagration would be
increased almost a thousand fuld. The
earth would lie, as it were, in the focus of a
gigantic burning lens, and as quickly as o
drop of water would vaporize in a furoace,
its whole great bulk would bo dissipated
into. thin air.  Let us hope that ol such a
cosmical combustion as this, the chances
against it are as numerous as we obsorved
them to be against the presumption that
there are not iron and sodium and copper
and maguesium in the sun,”

What marvellous powers are given to
men, that they who ** have pleasure there-
in,” may thus search into the wouderful
works of God, and may ut the same time
humbly bow at the footstool of merey, in
adoration of the Almighty Creator, and
say to Him, ** Our Father who art in
Heaven."”

The writer is not afraid of these dis.
coveries damaging the christian faith, but
seems to agree with the opinion loug ago
expressed, that ** an undevout Astrovomer

be-
youd this myriads more of flaming orbs,

for thousands of.

the Almighty to perfection?” We reverently

is mad.” He remarks: * An infinite First
(Cause is just as absolute and essential behiud

‘the dootrine of the nebulous development
'of worlds, as it is behind any more direcly

ereative act in their origination. Some-

We cannot transfer to our columns the | where in the marvellous genesis, the will
steps by which these grand results have and word and power of an omnipotent and
'self-existent God must be granted; and

granted **in the boginning,” only an infat.
uated infidolity will call in question the per.
petual operation of His supernatural and

idivine care.

The Christian philpsopher may indeed
come boldly up to every strange hypothesis
of science {n the sublime confidonce of his
soul, that if it is false, it will inevitably fall
to the ground, and if it is .true,” it will
certainly in the end reflect,—like the visible
heavens,~the glory of Him * without whom
was not anything made that is made." "
We Ihlﬁ take another opportunity of
giving our readers an idea of the remaiuin
articles iun this first of our donominutiomﬁ
periodicals.

EVANGELICAL ALLIANCKE.

We noticed in our last that a branch
Alliance for Nova Bocotia was formed in
Halifax, on Monday of last week. We
had not then received a copy of the report
of the Committee. Many of our readers
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