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The records of Divine support afforded in
anolent times to God's servants in seasons of
trouble, may well console Iis children now un.
dor griovous trinls, In the cascs of Abraham,
Jucob, Joseph, Moses,” David, Jereminh, &e.,
wo s0o them deeply afilicted, but- graciously
sustained in the midst of the scenes of distress
through which they were called to poss, That

~ of Job is speeially * recorded to encournge the
exerolse of patience and hope, His affliotions
wero oxeccedingly bard to be borne: but grace
marvellously upheld him, and ultimately, even
in this lity, jJoy succeeded to sorrow. 8o the
Apostle James, after referring to the ** prophots
for an example of suffering aflliction, and of
patience,” ndds, ** Yo have heard of the patience
of Job, and have seen the end [that is, the
design] of the Lord, that the Lord is vory piti-
ful and of tender meray.” . .

4. Tho instances of belleving obedience ro-
corded, with the happy results, ave evidently
designed to excito us to imitation. Puul, to

_stimulate his brethren to the exercise of fuith
and perserverance, produces numerous instances
of these, and adds, ** Wherefore seeing we also
are compassed nbout with so great a cloud of wit.
nosses, lot us lny aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so casily besot us, and lot us run
with patiénco '=rather perserverance®—' the
reo -that in set.lefore us.'" (Seo Heb, xi.
passion, and xii, 1.) = The fidelity of Joseph in
resisting tomptation, and of Daniel and his as-
socinten in refusing to disobey or disown Jxuovau,

~ when urged to it by the most alarming threats,
with the nareatives of the benefits that subse-
quently attended their unwavering course of
~ plety, mny well excite us to persevere in the

- obedience of fuith, in the full nesurance that the

faithful promises of our hieavenly Father will, in

in our cases as well as theirs, be verified, to

His glory and our ultimato joy.

5. ** Admonition "' is mentioned by the Apos-
tlo Paul o8 one of the uses of the Old Testa-
ment, Whoen he has specified various sins com.
mitted by the lsraclites, .and noticed. some of
the Jamentable oconsequences which resulted

from the commission of thew, he remarks,

*They nre written for our admonition ;" and
adds, ** Therefore lot him that thinketh he
atandoth take heed lest he full.” (1 Cor, x.
5-12.) In studying tho historical and Dbio.
graphical parts of the Old Testament we should
carefully bear in mind that, as all good ex-
amplos are recorded for our imitation, so the
record of those of an opposite charactor Is
dosigned to put us upon our guard nguinst the
errors und vices into which individuals anciently
fell. . Thore are nlso many direct admonitions,
to which all would'do well to pny strict regard.
Two or threo of these may be recited here,
Moses suys, ** Thou shalt not follow a multitude
to do evil.”  And Solomon cautions in like man-
ner. ‘‘If sinners entice thee, consent thou

not:"" ** Kuter thou not into the path of the

wicked, nnd go not In the way of cvil men,
Avold it, pass not by it, turn from It, and pass
away.” (Ex. xxili. 2. Prov. 1, 10, iv, 14, 15,)

0. Moral precepts enjoined in the Old Testa~
went wre of continued and universal application
and utility, The deenlvgue, of which the sub-
stance i, **Thou shalt love the Lonp thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind,
and thy neighbor as thyself,” is strictly and
constantly binding upon all, 8o .the duaties of
parents to their ohildren, as well ns those of
children to their pareats, specifically enjoined
in the law of Moses, and inculcated by subse-
quent sacred writors, to lmpart to them re.
ligious instruction, &o., are ubviously incum.
bent on all parents. (Deut, vi, 7, Ps, Ixxviii,
6-7. Prov. xxil. 0,) The ceremonial law wmay
be very usefully studied, as has been shewn ;
but we, of course, are not required to observe
it.  Thoe precepts’of the judical law given to the
Israelites nee not in overy case adapted to our
circumstances ; but thoso that welate to the

exorcise of justleo toward our follow wen uni-|
versally, and of morey or kindnese to the needy

ond _distrossod = to do justly and to love
©merey U'—are to be regarded and obeyed, at
least in the wspirit of them, by us under the
gospel dispensation.

7. Considerable portions of the ancient snored
writings may be very profitably used for ‘devo
tional purposes. The Psalms present to us the
plous breathings, and the warious religious
exorcises, of godly wien of old, At times wo
find these ser¥nuts of Jeuovau filled with holy

with their expressions of nrdent desires to be
enibled to keep Iis precepts, and to enjoy Ilis
presence, furnish seriptural marks by which pers
#ons may now form  correct judgment respect
ing their own spiritunl state, Their diligenoo
wnd perseverance” In seeking and serving the
Lord; with notices of the consolation obtained
thereby, mny well encournge beliovers to imitate
their example, :

So likewiso-the blogrphieal notices of , men o
plety thelr trinls and deliverances, tho diversified
dispensations of providence toward them, work-
ing for their good, their frequency and fervenoy in
prayer, with statements of the answers graci.
ously voucheafed, and their unwavering fuith
and confidence in God, with narrations of the
happy results, may well encourage christians to
trust in the Most High, to seok Him assiduously,
and to wait patiently for Him,

8. The troasuring up of portions of the Old
Testament “ in the wmemory, especinlly in the
heart, in of excellent ufe to preverve persons
from sin, - 8o David says, *“Thy word have 1
hid in my heart, that 1 might not sin againet
theo,” (Ps oxix, 11.) When our Lord was
tempted by Satan, He continunlly repelled the
temptations by the quotation of upproprinte texts
froni the only Seriptures then given,namely, those
of the Old Testament, (Mate, iv. 4, 7, 10,) In
accordance with this Paul admonishes believers,
in their conflicts with the powers of darkness,
whilp ** putting on the whole armour of God,"
in order that they might **be able to stand
ugainet the wiles of the devil," to take the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,"”
(Eph. vi. 11-17.) |

- From the uses of the Old Testament Seriptures
now notieed, we may infor the desirnblences of
studying them with diligence and piayerful at-
tention, To theso our Lord directly reforred
wlien Heslid to the unhbelioving Jows, ** Search
tho Seriptures ; for In them yo think ye “have
etornal life; and they are they which testify of
me.""  The benefit of yielding obedience to this
injunction is -evincod in the vase of the Jows at
Berea, Cf them it is said, * These were more
noble than those of Thossalonion, in that thoy
received the word with all readinéss of mind,
and searched the Soriptures daily; whether these
things were 8o, Therefore many of them be-
lieved.” (John-v, 80, Aoctw xvil, 11, 12.) The
sulutary tendency of a caroful porusal of them
appears also in the account of the conversion
of the Ethiopian nobleman. Even while he
wne travelling in his chariot, he was prudontly
ongaged in reading the prophecy of lsaiah, in
the Greek translation ealled the Septuagint ;
though, as he frankly confessed, he did not at
that time understand what he réad, Inquiry,
however, was excited ; and when in providence

an opportunity was afforded him to receive in. | P!

struction, the passage which he was perusing
presented to Philip an. approprinte text from
which ** he preached unto him Jesus,” Thus
the rending and the preaching of the word were
conjointly rendered effectual, through Divine in-
fluence, to the conversion and salvation of this
eminont man*  (Acts viil, 24-40.) Hence it is

ohviously desirable, not only for the plous, but|denth, and subseg

also for the unregencrate to study with care and
attention the Old Testament as well as tho Now,
The Pealuiists; of course with reference to the
former, ‘when he hus proposed the question,
* Wherewithal shall a young man cleanso his
way ' replies, ** By taking heed thereto ac
cording to Thy [the Lord's] word,!' )Ps, oxix,
0.) Paronts should kicdly allure their children,
and all persons; those who are committed to
their care, to the attentive perusal of these
“ Omoles of God." They eontain, not only
numerous jmportant and highly useful instrue-
tions, admonitions, eautious, and warnings to
the young, as in the Psals, Proverbs, &o., but
also very Interesting and instructive biographical
aceounts of plous youths, as of Joseph, Samuel,
David, Obadiah, Josiah, Jereminh, &e., which
may be easily understond by children, and may,
théough the Divine blessing, prove exceedingly
beneficinl to them, both in"time und in eternity,

An the young muny profit greatly by the at.
tentive study of the ancient Seriptured, so may
also those inthe meridian  of life amid their
cares, turmoils, temptations, and responsibilities,
Theso are well adapted to teach them how to
guide their atfuire with discretion ; or, in other
words, to mannge their business with prudence,
(For instance, how many might have saved
themselves and their families from temporal ruin

Joy 1 and at other scasons greatly depressed in
spirit, and having their souls disquieted within
pressed delight in the service of
grief when deprived of the pri-
vilege of ‘walting on Him in His earthly courts,

them,
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by paying due heed to Solomon's cautions
against ** suretiship,”” Prov. xi. 15, xx. 10,
xxil, 26.) They also instruct parents how to
train up their children in the fear of God, and
all persons-how to discharge the various duties
that may devolve on them in active life, in the
diverse stations and circumstances in which they
may be providentially placed, =

Theae sncred writings are likewise ndapted to
sustnin the aged and infirm who trust in God,
under all thelr inflrmitior and trials, when
earthly contforts fail, How cheering to such In
the gracious promise ** Even to your old age |
am He : and even to your hoar hairs I will
oarry you !"  (Isa, xlvi, 4,) How conroling
are the assurances contuined in them of God's
metolful caro over plous widows and their father-
lows children ! (Dout x. 18, Pe. lxvill, 5.)

In a word, through every stage of life, and in
all the varied conditions of it, whether pros.
perous or ndverse, They are ndapted to be of
inestimable service to mankind,

While contemplating the excellency and value
of the Old Testament, from the beginning to the
ond, one can searcely fail to wonder that any
rationnl man should ever pretend to believe in
Jesus Christ, and yet deny the inspiration of
Moses. Our Lord repeatedly referred to Moses
a8 o writer divinely mspired, and appenled
to his testimony in prool his  own Uivine mis-
sion, ** If\"" said He, ** they heed not Moses
and the prophots, neither will they be persund-
ed though one rose from the dead.” ** Had yeo
believed Moscx, ye would have believed me, for
ho wrote of me. (Luke xvi. 20, 81, xxiv, 27.
John v. 46.) 1o pretend to believe either, and
not to believe the other, is obviously proposterous,

Those who would study the Bible jtrofitably,
should diligently compare the Seriptures ot the
Old Testament with these of the New ; and
carnestly pray for Divine illumination ;.as the
Pealmist docs, saying. ** Open thou mine eyes,
that I may behold wondrous things out of thy
law." (Ps, oxix. 18,) Where this course is
pursued with n sincere desire to know and do
the will of God, undou' tedly ‘the usefulness of
the Old Testamont will become increasingly ap-
parent.

It may bo remarked here, that it is highly
desirable for. those who have it in their power,
to peruse the Old Testument in Hobrew, and
compare with the original the Septuagint, and
tho New Testament in Greek. The perusal nlso
of the whole in Syrine, and indeed in various
languages, may |be very advantageous to the
eritical student, ¢ ‘

In oconelusion a suggestion may be offered
with reference to a profitable manner of perus-
iog the saered Orncles in a continuous course,
Jat the reader commence nt the beginning of

Genesie, Paalms, and Matthew, and read a por.
tion-in each of these three parts daily, till the
whole ix read. IHe can easily, by numberin
the chapters, or the pages, ascertain how much
should be rend in each place daily in order to
complete the perusl of the whole at one time,
n?. in a year. If the Bible be thus perused
with an attentive and enlightened mind, one
part will cast light upon another, and the whole
will be read with an increase of interest,
easure, and profit. In the”firet of three divi-
sions tho attentive reader will meet with re-
ferences to the coming of the Messiah, in most
cases brief and comparatively obscure, contnined
in prophetio declarations and the appointment
of saorifices tyrlml of His eflidacious sacrifice ;
in the second he will see plainer, fuller, and
more winute descriptions of this wondertul

lis deep humiliation, extreme sufferings, cruel
uent resurrection, and the
blessed effects that would follow ; and in the
third he will read in plain narrative the accom-
lishment of th,e”tfpen and predictions of the
t)ld Testament by the actual appearance of the
Son of God in human flesh, by the wondrous
works of benoflcence which e wrought, the
ill-treatment which He received, the patience
and meckness exercised by Him, the Mexpressi.
ble sufferings which He submissively endured,
and the ignominious and agonizing death b
which He expinted the sins of guilty men, His
triumphant resurrection, and %lln glorious as-
soonsion Into heaven, t) appear in the presence
of God on behalf of His people, as their all-
prevalent Intercessor, :
The more frequently, attentively, and prayer-
fully the Old and New Testaments are perused
and compared, the more clearly will the harmony
of the whole appear ; and the yirentvr will be the
mensure of consolation and delight enjoyed by
the pious reader, ;

2 arlismentary.
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't The shird sesiion of the Dominion Parvia-
mENT ot Ottawn was opened on Tucsdny, the
16¢) Inst, . The Senate Chamber was filled, by
u brilliant assemblage of ladies and geetlemen,
Prince Arther had nseut on the right of the
Governor Geneml, At 3 o'clock, His Excellen.
oy read”the following

OPENING SPEECU ¢

Honorable Gentleman of' the Senato: Gentlemen. of
the House of Gommeons ; 1 recur with confidence to
{:mr advice, and have much satisfaction in
sing enabled on the present oceaslon to sum-
mon you to the discharge of your public duties at
& season of the year most convenient to you.
The circumstances under which we meot, are
in many respects auspicions, The bounty of Pro-
vidence crowned the harvest with abundance
and made the flsheries ' unusually prosper-
ous. In many districts existing industrics have

rsonage, including His Deity, lis humanity,’

: F;m'nt. and it bechme my pleasing «
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been enlarged and new enterprises have started
into aetivity, furnishing fresh avenues for com.
merce and additional employment for our people,
Whilst every day new sections of country are
being opened to the lnbors of the husbandman,4he
trade and wealth of the Dominlon are onthe in.
crense, and the equal administraton of the law
maintains, as heretofore, the enjoyment of a gene-
ral sense of security,

I have watched with much anxiety the course of
events in the North-West territorios. Unfortu-
nate misapprehension of the intentions with which
the country was sought to be acquired by Canae
da, have led to complications of a grievous charac-
ter, With a view to thelr removal, I have thought
it desirable to exhaust every means of conciline

-,

advices lead me to expect that the groundless
alarms entertained By a portion of the Inhabitants,
have given place to a desire to listen to the ex-
planations which I have caused to be made to
them, Etforts made in the spirit which has ani.
mated my government throughout, can searcely
fll to necomplish an equitable and peacaful- wo-
lution of the existing difficulty, and thereby wse-
enre the speedy incorporation of the North-West
territories  with Canada,=an object so earnestly
desired by the Empire and the Dominlon, As
the Act for the temporary government of the ter.
ritorles when united with gfmmda. will expire at
the close of the present session, a measure provid-
ing for thelr government will be submitted for
your consideration, ket

T'he charters of most of the Banks of the Do.
minion were last session extended for a limited
period, with the view that during the interval,

receive the consideration which thelr Importance
demands. ‘A mensure intended to insure safoty
to the community without interfering with the
legitimute operations of the Banks, will be sub-
mitted for youk consideration, ana will, 1 trust, be
found caleulated to place these important schumes
upon asound and suitable basis. %

The laws in force on the subject of the elective
franchise, and the regulation of Pérlinmentary
elections in the several provinces of the Domin.

{lon, vary much in their operations ; and as it is

important that unitorm provision should be made,
settling the franchise and regulating the «lection
of members to the llounekuf‘%‘
on this subject will “be submitted for your con-
sideration, ) ‘ :

Under the operation ofan Act of the Imperial
Parliament passed in the year 1860, to amend the

shipping in British possessions, a period of two

enrs I8 given to the leglslatures of the several

‘olonles of the Empire to make pravision for the
regulation of their consting trade. In the absence of
legislation on the subject within the period named,
the provisions of the Imperial law. will be in force.
The extent and value of our internal commerce
render Iogvmmon on this subject desirable, -and a
measure With regard to it will be submitted for
your consideration,

The creation ofa Court of ‘Appeal under the
powers coiferred upon you by the Unlon Act, is
A matter deserving your. attention. A measure
will be submitted to you for the establishment ot
such Court, and for conferring upon It certhin
original jurisdiction,

'Flw year 1871 is that on which the next decen-
nial census is fixed by law to take place. Asthere
are different laws on the subject in several provin.
ces, It will therefore be necessary to pass a gene-

throughout the Dominlon. Steps have already
L been taken to secure tho co-operation of New.
foundland and Prince Edward Island, and I trust
A census upon one system  wlll be made simul-
tanconsly in all her Majesty's British North
American possessions. I need not expatinte on

tables of census are caleulated to afford, as in ad-
dition to thelr interest and value on general
grounds, it must be recollected that upon théni
depends the re-adjustment of the parllamentary
representation,

Gentlemen of the House of Commons

I have directed that the actbunts’ of last year
shall be laid betore you. Estimates for the pre-
sent financlal year will also be submitted. They
have been framed with every regard to ¢conomy,
compatable with the exigencies of the public ser.
vice, and you will, I trust, be of opinion that the
finances are in a satisfactory state, and that the
people can without inconvenience afford for the
services of Her Majesty the supplies which it will
be the duty of my Government to ask you to
vote,

the 'House of' Commons : :

The Act respecting the Militia and Defence of
the Dominion has not falled to engage my atten.
tion,  The high spirit and loyalty of the people
are placed in a clear light by the fact that the
active Militia have voluntarily come forward
Inrgely in excess of the quota required, as well as
by the zealous attendance of various corps at an-
nual graining and by the promptness with which
they Asscmbled In force at the call of duty on
more than one oceaslon when Fenfan marduders
threatened the peace of the country.

I have observed with great satisfhction, efforts
which have been made in several of the provin.
ces of the Dominion to foster and encourage im-
migration to our shores, - The continued progress

country will afford the opportunity ot early em-
ployment to Intending Immigrants : llld{ look
forward to the addition of a large and valuable
class of wettlers to our population during the
coming season, : ' : .

During the last summer and autum I had an
opportunity of visiting different parts of the Do-
minion, .prnwod first to Quebeg, thence to the
Maratime Provinces iat Halitax I had’ the honor
of recciving His Royal Highness Prince Arthur,
Subsequently I attended His Royal Higness on a
tour t'm»uu\ the Province of Ontario, Every-
where, the great capabilitics of the country and
proofs of vigorous industry made . themselves ap-
Y to report to

er Mujesty’s Government, as the result of m
observations, that the inhabitants of the Dominion
were contented with their position and prospects
and that the wish nearest thelr hearts Is  to  avall
themselves of the franchise and full powers of
legislation which they possess in order to build in

their own cholee by laws of their own making,

I now leave you to the labours of the session,
with earnest aspiration for your success. '

tion before ndopting other measures, and the Intest -

the institutions of banking and currency should”
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ral act to establish a uniform and accurate system

the Importance of the Information which the
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