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“Thy statutos have been my songs In the house of
my pllgrimage.”
Aloft in siler grandeur,
I'he solemy.  nountains stood ;
Mourning beuvath, and foarful,
A silent nation bowed ;
And ovur‘y (fno wan fastencd where .
A man of God went in to prayer,

'l‘lmfy knew that he was burdened
For them with oare and shame ;
'l‘hw felt His awful presence
ho there to meet him enme |
They saw the robos ol Deity,
And worship stood in every oye,

Without, the people trombled ;
Within, beneath the cloud,

‘¢ Jehovah talked with Moses'’
''he God ot glory vowed,

In grace and truth and fnithfulness,

1'o bewr them through the wilderness,

“ My J)ronnoo shall go with thee,
And I will give theo rost’ -
Aw rlohl{ fulls the promise,
Still, for each pllgrim’s brenst |
And grace bestowed will thirst renow
*'T'ill we behold the glory too. =
Dighy.
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Religions,

EUODIA AND SYNTYCHE § OR,
CHURCH QUARRELS.

BY REY, JOHUN FTOCK, LL. D, ENOLAND,

Towards the close of the Kpistle to the
Philipplans there ocours this touching ap-
pealt  ** T beseoch Kuodin and T beseccch
Syntyche to be of the same mind lu the
Lord. Yea, I entreat thee also, a true

oke-fellow, help them, seeing that they
{aborud with me in the Gospel.” (iv:
2, 8.)

Aud who were Fuodia and Byntyeho ?
They were ?lOUI womon, members of the
Church at Philippi, They were evidently
among those referred to {n the followin
verse : ** And on the SBabbath wo went out
of the oity by a river side; (the Gangites
or Gungas) where prayer was wont to be
made ; and we sat down and wspake unto
the women who resorted thither, And a
certain woman nrmed liydln. of,” eto., eto.
(Acts xvi: 18, 14.2 enco It seoms that
the Giospel at Philippl was first received
by women, amon tgo rest by Kuodia and
Syntyche, who s’torwurdn labored for the
conversion of thelr own sex to- Christ,
'l',lw(y were, in the main, holy, devoted and
useful women, an ornament and blessing
to the ohurch with which they were ocon-
neoted ; but, thut they were not porfeat
the two verses that we have quoted clearly
prove,

For it is evident that these women had
their tempers, and that they had quarreled
about something or other, Theywero at the
time of the wrlang of this Epistle at vari.
uuce ; perhaps not on speaking terms with
onch other,  What they had fallen out about
we know not, It may have been about the
management of & ** Dorons Meeting,” or
the reliof of some neody widow, or an
imaginary -llsht. or the true exposition of
some knotty doetrine. All that Is record.
edis that they had so differod as to exoite
anxiety in the mind of the Apostle; and
uuxior( #0 deep as to induce him to insert
u toug nlnf exhortation to reconciliation in
this inspired Kpistle, Alas, for the in.
firmities of the best of men and women !
Well may we say with the Psalmist,—** 1
have seen an end of all perfetion ! Verily
‘* there is not a just man upon earth who
doeth good and sinneth not,”” And If the
best of people have so many imperfeotions
what must the worst be? If the ochurch

. have such blemishes how deep must be the

corruption of the world !

Information of the unseemly contention
of these otherwise good women had reach-
od the eurs of the xpoulo Paul, and his

heart was Bulned by the tidings, Te knew
their worth j; remembored their past lnbors
with himsolf in the causo of the gospel ;
and-mourned that Satan had now succeede
in sotting them by tho ears, IFor their own
sakos he ho was grioved ; for well he know
tho injurious influence of suoch unhol'ntrlfo
upon thoso who Indulged in it. o forosnw
that if it continued it would onervate their
whole religious life, deaden their spiritual.
ity and destroy their usefulness, or
how can people who are ohorluhlnf sullon
antipathies and bitter passion walk closely
with the God of Love, The thing is simp-
ly impossible! By such unohristian tom-
ors the Holy Spirit is grieved, and our
oy and peace reduood to a minimum,

But the apostle tremblod as well for the
ponco of the whole church, Ho knew that
such strife is apt to sproad, and that
when two membors in a ohurch fall out
other are likely vory soon to wmingle in
the fray; the danger of this being in ex.
not proportion to the good character and
spiritual influonce of the original disputants

pon some would be tnkrég sides with
Kuodia, and others with Syntyche, for
tht:‘y wore both good and useful women ;
an ﬁu in always the onse whon roally hol

‘people  disagree) were, no doubt, bot

partly in the right and partly in the
wrong. ~

“ Bohold, how great a mattor a little
firo kindleth " A fire at first no bigger
than the flame of atapor may consume o
mansion or a palace, One LRoman sol-
dier's torch flung into the holiest of all
burned down to the ground the templo of
the Lord in the days of Titus, ** The be-
ginoing of strife is a8 whon one letteth out
wator.'! The trickling of o fow drops
through an embankment T\ly be the pre-
oursor of an inundation like the Holmfirth
flood. When strife commences in & ohuroh
God only konows whero it will end. Tt is
sud to rofleot on the trivial oauses: that
will sometimes soatter and divide onco
flourishing communities like ohaff of the
throshing floor!  The apostle’s profound
acquaintance with human nature, his deo
senwo of the perils of strifo among ohuro
moembers, and his forvent love for his
Saviour's kiugdom upon earth stirred him
to pen the plaintive and pathotio appeal,—
“1 beseooh Muodia, and I besesoh Syn.

| tyche, that tlm{l bo of the *same wind

in the Lord." Mark, reader, the touchin
ropotition of the ** I besesch,” bofore ench
name, and the thrilling allusion to
to their common union to the Lord os
furnishing o sufficient reason why the
should be of one mind, ** In the Lord!"
This reforence supplivs both the reason and
the rule of their desived ononess. The
apostle writes as o suppliant in a stylo
which conveys the idoa that his oyes were
filled with toars us ho penned the words.
It would have been too tame for his bur.
denod moul to have morely written, ** 1
bereoch Kuodia and Syutyche to be recon.
olled.”

And if Paul were on earth now would
he not address the same appeal to our oon-
tentious Kuodias and Syntyches? Would
he not with the same doep emotion heseooh
all the members of our churches who are
ot hateful foud with ench other, to be of the
same mind in the Lord ?

But the apostle was not contented with
thus exhorting the offond8rs themyelves;
for he bogs the pastor of the chursh (pro-
bably Kpaphroditus, who returned this
Kpistlo to Phillippi) to use his best endenvers
to bring about o renewal of sisterly love
betwoon these women of infirm tomper,

** Yeu, I entroat theo also, a trun yoke.

fellow, help them, uolnf that they labored
with me in the gospel! This Is, help
thom to be reconelled,

He was to abstain from making himself
s partisan in the strife, for to do that
would only aggravaete the mischief, Min.
isters often ruin thelr own comfort and in-
fluence by lorfmln the impartinlity that
becomes them In suoh cases. The presiding
Eldor or pastor of the church was to help
these women to a renewal of mutual love
by bis judiclous counsols, adwmonitions und
entronties, as well as by his forvent prayer
to God. He was to urge upon both the
duty of moderation and oconcossion, He

irritate others,

essenner,
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was to roemind thom of thelr common union

to the Lord, and of the soandal which thoy
wore oausing by their unholy strife. By
ovory means that an enlightened Christinn
friendahip could suggest he was to pave
tho way for the romoval of misunderstand.
fogs, and the softening of asporities, Por-
haps the disputants might only bo waitin

for the disoroot intorposition of a thirc
party 3 ench too proud or too fortifiod in a
oonviction of the justico of her own side
of the «\uurrnl to tako the first step towards
reconeilintion,

Solomon says, ** A brother offonded is
harder to be won than a strong oity ; and
thelr contontions are like the bars of a
onstle.”  (Prov. 18 Hl.‘) But wo beliove
n alster offonded in harder to be won than
a brother, Womeon have warmer bearta
than mon, beth for love and hatred ; their
attachmonts are strongor, and their resent-
ments deoper. Husbandws are exhorted to
love thelr wivos ; but the apostle seems to
have thought it quite unnecossary to ad.
dross such an admonition to wives, (See
Kph. 5 23,85 and Col, 8: 18,10 ) The
oldor women by tholr example of deep de-
votion aro to tonoh this losson to the
younger women, (Titus2: 3,5.) TInwshort
n woman's love is very tenaolous, and a
woman's hatrod very torrible.  Henoe, the
quarrels of plous women are far harder to
sottlo than thowe of Grod-fearing men, are
more dangorous (d\tho ponce of-a churobh,
and noe
tion,

It may bo askod,~Do you then believe
that & ministor should woddle with all
the potty-fogging strifo of the women of
his ochuroh ? Our aunswer is, Wo do be.
liove that o minister is bound to do his
best to reconoile his peoplo who have
quarrelled. A thing fu itaelf of little mo-
ment begomes seridus when it jeopardixes
the peace of the church., Paul's true yoke-

L follow at PhllllYpl was oxhorted to make

ponoe, if possible, betwooen Kuddia aud Syn-
tyohe, And®as not One infinitely groat.
or than aul said, ** Blossed uro the pence-
makers, for &ho‘y shall be oalled the ohild-
ren of God P (Matt, 8: 9.) Can a
minister be bettor employed than in help-
ing thowe to bo again ** of the same wind
in the Lord," whom infirmity of temper
and Satan's temptations have estrangod?
A little more of this proper human ele-
ment in our pastors would be hotter for our
ohurohes, Ministers ure apt to live in are.
glon of abstractions, If thoy would dos.
oond now and then from this lofty and
idenl world of their own, and sympathise
more deeply with their flooks in thelr real
troubles and fnfirmition, both shepherd and
sheop would be all the happlor, the more
united and vhe more useful,

But to deaw this papor to a olose, From
this inoldental allusion we learn that,—
tho Apostolioal ohurches were troubled
with the wsame diffioulties that disturb
our ohurches in the present day. The
moembers of those primitive comuiunities
woro people of like passions with oure
solvos. The Bible is an intonsely hu.
man  book ; wonderfully true to nature
and to fuot,  No attempt. is made to vail
tho faults of the first Ohristians,  The
quarrels of Kuodia and Syntyche ; the con-
tentions of Paul and Petor at Antlooh ;
(Gal, 21 11, 21) and of Paul and Barna-
bas about John, Mark, (Acts 15 ¢ 36, 41,
aro relatod with the utmost fidelity. We
soo thowe mon and women to have been
roul oharnoters,  Wo feol that wo are read-
ing honoest and truthful records which ocon-
ooul nothing and state only the exact
truth,  ‘T'here is no attempt to make out w
ouse by spooial pleading, or by decking
out the flest Ohristians in angelio perfeo-
tlon.  Their faults and lufirmitios are nar-
ratod with as muoh oiroumstantial woour.
acy as thelr virtues, In all ages the pro-
fossing ohuroh Lias been an imperfeot body
and will ocoutinue w0 to the close of
time.

Does not the oase before us also remind
us how important it s that all church
mombors should study the things where-
with one may odify another? 0 oannot
be too osutious in watching over our own
tempers, and in uvoldluﬁ that whioh will

Lot all determine neither

speoinl Yholp in their pacifion-
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to give nor to take offence. Lot not our
hands place ‘s stambling-blook in the way
of a brother or sister  Letus not be the
first to kindle tho toreh of discord, lest we
should sot the hounse of (God in flames.

And surely this subjoot should stir up
those Christians who have become estran-
od from oaoch other to be again ** of the
samo mind in the Lord" Their Lord
pleads with them in - his word, and be.
sooches them to be wso,  Brethren !=
Nisters ! Lot not him beseooch in vain!

And,~** Brethren, if a man (ora wo-
man) bo overtaken in (this) fault, ye who
are spiritunl restore such a one in tho spirit
of meeknoss, oconsidering thyself lost
thou also bo tempted !" (Gal. 6: 1.)—=CA,
Era,
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ANCEDOTE OF REY. P, J. SAFFERY.

Weo wore much pleased to find the fol.
lowing vory instructive ancedote among
the seleotions of “our contemporary the P.
Wesleyan of last week. The Rov, P. J.
Saffery, here spoken of, was the muoh es
teomed and beloved pastor of the Baptist
Church in England in which we had the
priviloge of memborship for sevoral years ;
and from whose hauds we received the or-
dinanoe of Christian Baptism i~

Rev. Philip J, Saffery was for many years
Association Seorotary of tho Religious
Traot Soclety, His oearnest piety and
gonial spirit made his visits always wel-
oome, He died at Tottenham, &th July,
1869, aged 60, The following is & ohar-
aotoristio aneedote, The incident oovourr-
od in an English first-olass railway oar-

rh&o. :

hree gontlgmen ocoupied one side of
the compartment, and Mr. Saffory was for
some time the only ooccupant of the other

side. On stopping at one of the stations

the guard opened the oarriage door and

and lot in o pleasant looking Quaker lady,

who took ono of the vacant seats by the

side of our friend. The train had not

long been in motion, before the lady open-
od & retioule, whioh she oarried in her

hand, and taking out a swall parcel of
noatly printed tracts, she kindly present.

od acopy toone of the gentlemen opposite

her, un& askod his nooceptance of it. Ina

vory unoourteous mannor, he said,helding

up & newspaper fu his hand, *I"want to

rond the paper ; T don't want any of your

traots,”  After a fow moments of silence,

or porhaps of prayer, sho addressed the

next gentlomen, ** Wilt thou kindly wue-

oopt one " + No,” repllml he ;don't both.

or me with tracts; I want to read the

Times, whon my friend here is done with

“."

Although thus repulsed, the lady still
poruuvoruﬁ. On politely olforiug the
tract to the third gentloman, he folded
his arms, olosed his eyes, thrust himself
into the corner of the seat, and in a surly
manner, said* ** [ don't want it 1 want to
sloep.”

It was porhaps with afeeling despondency
that the lady turned to Mr. Saffery, on her
right hand, who hitherto had been a silent
spootator, and who was now wondering
whethor tho lady would offer & tract to him.
Sho ropeated timidly the question for the
fourth timo, * Wlﬁ thou kindly acoept
one !

v With pleasure, madam,” was Mr.
Saffory’s prompt reply, * and [ cannot re-
frain from exprewsing my deep regret
that in an Knglish sailway oarriage a lady
has experienced the rude treatment she
has in this."

There was now a ©profound silence ;
strong foelings wore evidently at work.
The gentleman who had the 7%mes was not
a little disturbed. The motion of the
newspaper in his hand showed ‘that .
struggle was going on in his mind, At
length he broke the silence :

“ Madam,” said he, ** 1 beg your par-
don; 1 must acknowledge that you have
been rudely treated. apologise, and
if will give me one of the tracts, B will

with pleasure acoept it.”
Sourcely had the tract been hauded,




